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Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans,
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units.

Deep Down DetectivesVisual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with
storyboards at least 24" x 36" in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are
for use with storyboards 36" x 48" in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

Hide 'n’ Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5)
Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



About Detective Dan’s Big Question Box

Detective Dan’s Big Question Box introduces children to the key concepts of the Hide 'n’ Seek Kids and the Deep
Down Detective curriculums in more of an interactive storybook format. It was created to be used with very little
prep and is especially good for your youngest kids with the least attention span, and, for teaching situations
where there is no time to prepare or your teachers have very little experience teaching. It is similar to Simple
Story Scenes, but the concepts have been simplified and the stories shortened. Also, the music is woven into the
format, instead of having to access it separately.

Format Overview

Every Detective Dan story follows the same, three-part format.

Part 1: The Kids and Detective Dan’s Big Question

The kids receive a Big Question to solve from Detective Dan. They look in their Bibles and find the answer. They
ask Detective Dan to tell them a Bible story related to what they are learning. (The QR codes to some of the Hide
‘'n’ Seek Kids songs are also included on these pages, if you want to use them here.)

Part 2: The Bible Story

This is a shorter version (often much, much shorter) of the stories found in the Deep Down Detectives curriculum.
suitable for your youngest children. (Note: story texts in Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes resource
is the same as the currciulum story text, if you want the full version.) There are listening questions that give the
children something to listen for as they hear the story. (Note: there are two options of these questions: one for
younger kids and one for older kids, such as 5 years old and up. After the story, the questions are answered, then
there is a choice of two closing prayers: one for younger kids and another for older kids, such as 5 years old and
up. There is also an optional gospel page that ties the gospel directly into the Bible truth/story, best for older
kids. You can alternatively use the gospel songs to incorporate the gospel into every session via Wiggle and
Worsip Time music instead of this gospel text page. This is usually better for younger kids’ attention spans.)

Part 3: Wiggle and Worship Time

The session ends with Wiggle and Worship Time, in which the kids sing songs related to what they are learning.
(The Big Question and Answer song, the Bible verse song, and other songs.) QR codes allow teachers to directly
access the songs with a smart device. Or, you can always download the songs onto a device in advance.

Why | Created This New Version

Post-Covid, our volunteer numbers of experienced teachers are still low. We needed a new version of the
curriculum, so that even these very inexperienced teachers could easily teach the kids. Detective Dan fits this bill.

How We Use This Detective Dan’s at CHBC

Currently, we are using all three parts, plus the briefcase and props, with our 4 and 5 year olds. But, we are only
using Parts 2 and 3 with our three year olds; and only Part 3 with our two year olds. This has each group of kids
learning what seems best suited for their age in our large, classroom settings. We don’t use any of the questions/
prayers for older kids, just the more simpler ones for younger kids.

Available Formats

Print Version
You can also choose to download or to purchase from Amazon, the regular, 8.5” x 11" size of Detective Dan. This
will work just fine for smaller teaching situations.

Screen Version

You can also download Detective Dan and show on a screen. This is a very inexpensive way to make a large
version of the curriculum with the printing expense. And, without having to decide where to store curriculum
when not in use.

Need More?

Add in any of the games, coloring sheets, and other elements of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum, as
found on the praisefactory.org website. Deep Down Detectives Bits and Pieces section is best for this.
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Using Detective Dan’s Big Question Box
Prepare Your Materials

1. Choose a Big Question “Case” story to teach the kids.

2. Choose how you want to present the curriculum.
Print out/purchase from Amazon hard copies. Or, if displaying the curriculum on a screen,
download the materials to a computer (or teach directly from the Praise Factory website --
Bits and Pieces section.) Connect your computer to the screen.

3. Choose which parts you want to use with your kids.
See previous page for a description of each part and what might be most suitable for your
kids. Here's what we do:
2's Introduce the Big Question, then use Part 3: Wiggle and Worship Time
3's: Part 2: Introduce the Big Question and Answer, then use the Bible Story
and Part 3: Wiggle and Worship Time
4's and older: Parts 1,2,3 as written, and we incorporate the props and briefcase, as mentioned
below in #5 optional props.

OTHER, OPTIONAL PREPARATIONS

4. Prep for the music.
If using the music, you will need to connect to the internet or download the songs. You will
likely want to get a portable bluetooth speaker to connect to your device to better amplify
the songs. This is especially important if you are teaching a larger classroom of kids.

5. Prep the optional props.
You can simply read the story from the pages, without any additional props. However, we
find our kids (older 3's, 4s, 5's and up) LOVE to be part of the story by use of a“real” briefcase
and “real” props, mirroring those used the the stories. We purchase a child’s size briefcase,
then, cut out and laminate the detective props, found in the back of this book. Put the Big
Questions inside the corresponding props. The kids will get to pick out the prop and pull out
the Big Question during that part of the story.

6. Other resources we find useful.
A bell: We find a bell is a helpful way to call the kids gather for Blble Time.
Egg shakers: kids to enjoy shaking as they sing the songs during Wiggle and Worship Time.

Get Ready to Teach

1. Choose which “Case” you are teaching.
2. If using the music, connect your device to the internet. If amplifying the music through a
speaker, connect your phone to the speaker via bluetooth or cord.
3. Put your resources in place.
Story
Bell
Mp3 player and speaker
Big Question Box
+  Music Shakers
4. Pray.

Calling the Kids to Bible Time

1. Ring the bell.
2. Play the Gathering Song.
3. Ask kids to “park their toys” and join you in the Bible Time area.

4, Use the Criss-Cross Applesauce song to help kids to sit down and settle.
5. Pray the Opening Prayer.

6. Use the curriculum, whichever parts you are using with your kids. (See above)
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Optional Briefcase and Props

Kids, ages 4 and up, love being a part of the story with the use of an actual briefcase and props. Here’s
how to make these props. Each pair of props form the front and back of a finished prop. There are 16
props, one for each Big Question. The Big Question is slipped inside the opening in each prop.

Assembling the Optional Props for the Big Question Briefcase

1. Go to praisefactory.org and download the Prop Pictures and Big Questions file from the
Deep Down Detectives Bits and Pieces section on praisefactory.org.
This file will be located next to the Detective Dan Big Question Box files for each Bible Truth.

2. Pair Up.
Some are already attached and you cut them out as one and fold. Others, are two pieces that you
will put together.

3. Cut out each pair of props.
Fold or piece back to back with picture sides outward.

4. Laminate each pair together, leaving one edge of the assembled piece unlaminated, forming
a pouch opening.
Do this by placing that edge along the side of the laminating sheet so that it doesn’t seal when it
goes through the laminator. You can also create the pouch opening by simply snipping one area of
lamination.You can also enlarge your pouch opening this way, if you accidentally formed too small
of an opening.

5. Cut out the Big Questions and laminate them.

6. Fold and place each Big Question in the props as follows:
Big Question 1 Clue Jar

Big Question 2 Magnifying Glass
Big Question3  Shoe

Big Question4  Sunglasses

Big Question 5  Invisible Ink Jar
Big Question6  Bow Tie

Big Question 7  Badge

Big Question 8  Sock

Big Question9  Camera

Big Question 10  Detective Hat
Big Question 11 Flashlight

Big Question 12 Watch

Big Question 13  Notepad

Big Question 14 ID Card

Big Question 15 Walkie-Talkie

Big Question 16  Wallet

7.Tip: We used a sharpie to write the number on the prop, too, so we didn’t have to remember which
Big Question goes into each prop, if one fell out.

8. Purchase a kids’ briefcase and put your props in it. You are ready to go!



iAbdd 'h

(ouoydo) suaypys disnyy -

(puoldo) xog uoysanp big -
Jaypads pub JoApd sdi - ‘Uolssnp
AJojS - Big JnoA Joj ‘Buiydpoa) 94,n0A
1eg - IsijApid ayj uadp uoljsanp big
:90p|d ul Joypads g JoApid Yyoiym Jog abod
$92J4N0SdJ JNOA |nd s gdw ayj dn usmoq 7 Sl}l} 3Y} U0 oo

yaeoal 01 Apedy 199



B B JOOT "YYYS

‘dio] InOA Ul SPUBH

‘aspa|d ‘umop JIS
‘9onpsajddb ssodd ssid)
(OIS ST "S[UIML ‘S[UIM] JO BUNy)
aonps9|ddy SSo0J) SSII)

S|4os spiy dipy o}
Buog adnpss|ddy
SS0J) SSIJI)),, BUIS

$SOJJ SSII) YlM S[|4ss

AW YM aday Jayjob awo)

. Jowl 3y} uo sw uiof
pub ‘SA0] JNOA yJb(d Buos Buluayyog ay].,, Bug

'SPy ‘Swil] 3|qig S
'€ 3WI0) pub YJbd 7
oWwlll 91qIq 0] UOISUELL

‘o9 diysdaom oy
Jayjabo} Jayob s.jo7
‘Po9 diysaom o}

lIleg Buiy
Buig puo Bury



‘uswly ‘Abud am swibu ,snsaf |
"NOA Jhodgb UJb3| pub Udjs)| o} sh djoH
'SJJO3Y JNO Ul YJOM
‘P407
JoAnJd buiuad(

iApdad s,]o7
‘spuby JnoA pjo4
‘Poay JNOA mog
‘S9Ad JNOA 3s0|)

€¢I
BUOS ABIq S5

buos
Aeud s197

10



Sury ], }sepieH ay) Jo ase) ay,
T yIniy o[qud ‘2r# uonsand big

saAnDaQg
umoq

deaq avy L

0} I3AISQ




12



0B $.J87 "'Uo awWo) 3|qig 3y} ‘PIoMm S o9 ojul umop dasp Bip sn
djey o} Buiob si upq aAl}I)a( "sh paulol 9A,N0A pbIb 0S a4,9M jSOAI}I3J9([ UMo( daa( o} SWodPM jiH.

CINETIEEINILEIE )
umoq desg




14



. SPISUI S,JOYM 23S PUD ]I YP0JUN S,Jo7 APOgAJaAS ‘U0 3Wo) oA ajdoad sog

PINOYS MOH, ‘SADS J| "sh JoJ uoljsanp Big Mau b Yjim asbdjalug s,up( aA1129Jq S| iSIYl J© JOOo| ‘MOM,,

|

e R = Y A [
- |

¢3dAIT 31d03d S.dOD
ai1noOHS MOH

-. , rw«.u‘w\mﬁ.

'N4dO 01 53A1L>313d
NMOAd d33a 404 ATINO

€

\

SIANLD . "

L‘. Q0 0 IEN e
- . tﬁ.m &mmg

4

I A
\
\

15



16



UD( SAI}23}9( ‘UOOS NOA 935 ‘PIOM S, P09 Ul JOMSUD 3] Puld UbD NOA Ji 995 ‘90ys Awl
Ul @n]2 JnoA U104 Yoo ‘Uoljsanp Big siYy} Ul suoissiw Jybie J0 Jsdi JnoA SI SIY] {SAIDejeq umoq dea(,

S3AILO3LEA
NMOd 4330 0L




18



~JAPA,, YlMm sawAYJ pub H. Ub YliM SLJIDJS ‘SaA[9SJIno Ad Bulyjswos

JdPA ) pim sowkya pue |,

UB IIM S1IBIG "SOA[S.INO AQ SUIIOUWOS

242 SIH ¥04 Q09 ONIMSY AQ

“SNS3P 317 JAN GINOHS AFHL Y
¢3AN 371d03d S,009 @ INOHS MOH T

&, aREIBETES

NMOd
d33d

SM3J93H

P ._ﬂmm Ly 0big

19



20



.Peau Jo awiy ul djpy pulj o} 0Jb JO auoJyj 8y} Joau
MbBJpP Sh |97, :Poad pub ‘o) SMaJdgaH o} ajqig Jisy] pauado Aay] "|xau op o] Joym mauy spiy 9y

.posu jo °4
suyu  JPSUMBIp

woiz. | dpypugop SNk

i aobJb jo ol
SUOJY]  SMOJCPH

21



22



~POU Ay} Joym wiayj senib sApmio aH ‘Wi Jo4 aAl wayj djgy o} wiH jsb pub awod o} sjdoad
SIH SjubM SH ‘BUIylAJons Jano Bury Joadb ay} S po9 j0S YUYl aM,, Paysb 3y .¢éaA] pinoys sjdoad
Sp09 Moy Jhogb Yjnd} JSdij SIY} [no padnbij noA SADH {SPIN. Ul pPaYyJoM Ub(q aAld9)9(q ‘Usy} Jsnr

rou
M =




24



[}l PIP NOA jSp1y ‘qof 0949, idT3H SH o3 o9 Bunisy Ag

*SNSI Y AIT PINOYS A3Y] :SI JoMSUD 3y} puy ¢aAI ajdoad S.po9 pinoys MoH :si uoljsanp) Big JnQ

d13H SH Y04 409 ONDSY AC

“"SNSIAP 3 IAN GINOHS AZHLY
¢3AM 314034 S,009 GINOHS MOK 0

SM3¥93H

el 7)o big

25



26



. NOA d[ay 0} po9 jSy JOIADS JNO SO SNSI" Ul |SNJ} PUD SUIS N0 WoJd} ADMD UJn) aM
usym s|doad s,p0o95 awodaq Uod M |l OP O} ARIG PUb BUOJS WBY| SSYOW SH "Op 0} WY} SjuUDM
o9 Joym mouy o} wiayj sdipy puids AjoH ay] "sjday Jisy} Spisul A o} jlads AjoH sy} puss o}
si 9|doad siH o} sesiwoJd jsaq s,p0o9 Jo auQ '0o} ‘way} dipy o} wiH Yysb o} ajdoad siH sjubm poo ‘op
o} WIH pajum aH BuiyjA dons op o} dipy 403 ‘usyjb4 SIH ‘o9 paysb aH ‘YJIod Uo PaA| SNSS USYM,,

ok oy ©
yadsp asow

910\l oAl [IPL
CL uonsand big
AINO
SHLN3TS 43dNS

134235 403 )

S3AILD313d
NMOd d33d




28



«}1 0P WIH padjay oym pup op o} pry snsar Buly} jsspdoy
3y} sbMm Joym Jog uajsi] . Buly] |sspdioH 3y} 30 asb) 3y, PajIo2 S| Adojs 3y} jsnl mouy | jspIy ‘oJns,,
4oM S, 09 ojul Jadsap Bip o} Jubm am “Ubq aAISje([ ‘AJ0]S a|dig b Sh ||SL.,

M

buog
jueyd 9[qlg

29



/ (h10°K10)de)asieid je E:.:u_t:,.u.
9y} ul papnjpui aie suonsanb |
uoissndsip pue Bujuajlsij a1owi)

épapasu oy disy 8y} J9b snser piq Z

¢diy 403 o} Jno Aud snsar pip oym
¢Op O} Pa|IPd SbM snsa Bulyj pdoy AJsA 3y} sbm Joym 1

«P93U o awil ul
djay o} @346 pulj pup AdJaw AR AbW M Joy] ‘9046
4O BUOJY} 3y} O} JOBU MbDJP SDUSPIJUOD YHIM UBY] Sh |97,

AS3 *9kh SM3JGeH

24 JUswubissy
Buiuajsi
s.ub( aA}39)9(

Oju| M09 o} Buiyswios

¢ op i padieu UM T

30

11 SOM JOUM ¢BUIH isapIoY S ppouM 1

& JUSUWIUBRISSY
Buusist]
sup@ aNRRd

12-81 UYOr *hz-zZ 4 *9l-hl HIPWL ‘8Z-92 MeumbW BUIY| SSPJbH 8y} 40 3sb) 9y,




Jayjo4 siH ‘Po9 wiodz dipy Ypim Ji op AjUo pjnos aH ‘s|qidda) sbm Juswysiund joyj o Jo Jybnoy) sy}
'sSns9 404 UaA7 ‘ajdoad s,p09 J0 suls ayj Jo4 Juswiysiund ayj |jo Jo944Nns PinoM SNSI[" ‘'SSOJD Joy} Uo
puy ‘Sl 0} $SOJD b Uo WIH Buby Usyj ‘WiH jseddb o} Buiuod adam saiwaug ‘djsy papaau snssf |

L
o411
199449 ~

liiid 14H




32



‘PeAbad snsar ,'Jayjo4 ‘Bul||] Jou ‘[iM JNOA JUbM | ‘|l Op O} JubM
| uay} ‘sjdoad unoj aAbs o] Abm Ajuo ayj} si syl J Ing. Poprald snsar Abmb Buldajins siy} oy}
‘g|qissod s.ji J1 ‘Uayod AL, PepesU oH disy sy} Joj paAbdd snsa ‘supbwasy|a9 0 UspJbs sy} U] 'z




34



‘BuiApud jo poajsul jdsjs so|didsip ayj ‘AjpbS . JoaMm AJaA adb NOA |ng ‘|IIM S 09 Op O}
UM NOA,, ‘Wiay} pabdn snsar ,‘uolypbjdwis) o} ,ou, Abs Jybiw noA oy Apuad pub Yajom,, ‘00} ‘pinom
s9|didsip .snsor ‘uaddiy o} jnogp sbM Jpym ypum dipy pspasu oym auo Ajuo ayj JLusbom snsaf ‘g

o
S m 8




36



‘AbMmb upJd sa|dpsip ayj pub ‘shsa padapdb usw ay] ‘paljdad snsar .'op 0} aWd hoA Joym op
‘Pusidd,, 'shsar BuIssIy ‘pibs sbpn[ ' 9Yd03] ‘OjoH. "SSIBUD ,SNSS* JO PMOJD b Y|IM JO1UIS| sbpn(
awibd dn 4oy ‘awiy ul jsnf puy ‘wiH usyibuadjs o} [pbub upb Juss aH 'sdoAbad ,shsor pdbay po9 Ing kL




38



‘Buy} JsepJpy ay| op snsaf padjay aH ‘WIH o} J1 aAbb ‘Jayjo4
SIH ‘o9 pub ‘djpy Joj pavsb poy oH ‘}l PP Shse Jng ‘S|qidda) 0s sbm || ‘suls s,a|doad s,pog Joj
Juswysiund ayj |0 Y00} SNSar ‘aJaY] “SlP 0} SSOJd 3y} Uo snsa Jnd salwsua ,snsa ‘Abp jxau ay] ‘G

A

o4
199449
snsor "t

— i c0>_m._on_

b.« A
~ A

s|doad sp09




40



‘JON9J04 WIH BulAofus pub ‘Buino] ‘Buimouy ‘pog Ypim aj o} Job pinom Aay} ‘moy] ajdoad s,pog
Jd04 YJoap pub UIS Udibad poy 9H ‘9JOWJSASI0Z4 dA]| 0] dADJID 3y} Wodj 9S04 Shsar ‘99Jy] Abq uQ




42



‘wiay} dipy o} po9 Jog Jybiu Joy} paipud poy snsar ‘dipy JoJ pog Buniso Jo poajsul ‘|dajs
poy sajdidsip 9y} Ybnoy} UsAs puy ‘SSO0Jd 3y} UO palp aH UsyM suis Jisy} TV 404 piiod snsar jpjnom




44



‘PawIbpPxa aH jejdoad s, o9 Jo o pPuUb NOA JoJ Yjobap pub Uis Usjoad
3| PUb 3AIP Wy, ‘994Y] Ab( [ndJspuom oy} o Buiusae sy} uo sa|ddsip siH o} padJpaddb snsar °g

! \W,ﬁ{\w rﬁ




46



"USADBY O} SWoY JuaM SnSIf ‘U] papaau Aay} dipy ayj |io way} BuInIb ‘sjdoad s,po9 ul
N pinoMm 3H jlldids AJoH aY] ¢puss o} asiwodd Snsa pip 0YM OS ‘UMO JidY} UO SIY} Op JoAsU pjnod
Asy] ]odsob ayj pjdom sjoym |8} o} wiayj Jo4 subid s,009 padbys snsar 'SALP Ok JXaU 3y} JOAQ b

fﬁ _@@_m@@
il

\
A \/ (\
-

N



48



"SNS" JNOCgD SUOA JaAS |9} 0} subid Jadb s,009 [no Addbd 0] WopsiM pub Jamod ylim way}
Pallid 3H PP SH PUP *sjaoay Jisy} Ul 3A) o} Jidids AjoH Y} puss o} Jayjo4 Sy} payso Snsef Wayy
Jog BulApbud sApbmip sI B "YjJoa uo didoad spo9 |06404 JoAsU BH Jng ‘USADBY Ul SPM SNSS ")

> 4

l} //WV, x X \ 4 y sxﬁ\ i \\




50



‘Paposu Asyj dipy ayj wiayj aAIb o} poob sbm aH pub pog) o} paAbud
ASY] "0p O} Jbym mauy Asy} ‘Mou |ng 'S|gnod} Ul PUb ‘YoM ‘Padds adam Ayl usym sawly Aupw
adom aJday] idipY SIH 404 po9 Ysb 0] UoSS| JIBY} PaUUDd| Py SJIaASI9] |SdiF 9SOy} Moy ‘Yo ‘puy i

~

51



52



‘00} ‘WIH J04 9A]| sh djgy [IM po9 ‘UsY] JOIADS JNO S SNSI" Ul JSNJ) PUb SUIS JNO WoJy
ApbMb uunj am J ‘ooj ‘sidoad s,pog swodaq ubd M pasu Ay} djpy ayj wiayj aAIb o} Injyjiog so jsnl
sl pog puy ‘obb Buo| ‘pip sdansleg @soy} sb Yyonw sb Jsnl djpy s,po9 pasu Apbpo} sjdoad s,po9 g




54



« WIH _omn__wr_ .Lmr_._._on_ SH ._000 .0_0_000_ SP05 JOF SSOJD |3y} UO 3lp pUb Ja3jnsS O} 9SOYd SnNSe(,, :\
'deH siH Jo3 po9 Bunysy Ag
“SNSAC AT AAIT ATINOHS J1d03d S-d09

. |

o
uanibJo _‘umm._mn_ : C_w
SNS9

| !
& |

A , L@. 0

,v,.,_o_v_ i 4 :
196unok «¢4 OP WIH muOQ_Or_ oym pun
103 AUSIE op o} ppY snsa Bulyj Jsspdby 3y} soMm Joym,, :0

Duiyl, 1sopieH ay) jo ase) aYyL,

55



OJuU| Mo.9) o} buiyjswios

‘00}. ‘0p 0}
SN SjIL2 SH JaAspYM 0p o} sh djsy [IM Pog Mmouy Upd am ‘op

9/ 3| JOIABS JNO SO SNSSI™ U §SNJj PUB SUIS JNO W0y AbMb
U.n} sm usym ‘ooj ‘sjdoad s,pog awwiodaq uws spm “op o} wisy}
Slivd 9H Janspoym op sjdoad siH djpy sAbmip [im pog iPo9--
snss padjsy oym suQ swips Adsa ay| ésbuy) paoy asay;
Op Wy djsy [IM oym puy ¢UMO JiSY U 0P JOASU ULD Asy}
sbuiy} paoy op o} sidoad siH o S[iv3 o9 Jby} Mmouy noA pig

Bl PUb hoA Jo

iAlP3345d J1 op wiH padjsy poy ‘sz
éPopasu sy djpy sy 486 snsar pig z

I° 1 op Wiy djsy o} “Jayyp4 SiH ‘Pog payso oy ‘Wwiayy
<104 3ip pup Ja933ns o] "sidoad s 09 Jo suis sy} Jog JuswAbd
N4 34} SB SS0Jd By} Uo dn i 48330 pub 84 §38449d L aAY O 1]

¢édidy Jog o} jno Aud snser pip oym
¢Op 0} pajId sM snsar Bulyy pdoy AdsA ayy som Joym 1

39U Jo awny uj
djay o} 3046 puiy pup Adow sARIEI Abw am ,._or_.,.mu_o.hm

3O SUOJY} 3y} 0} JOSU MbJpP SOUSPIFUOD UM Usy) sh o],

AS3 9k SmaJgeH
24 JUsWUbBissy
Buiusjsi
s,ub( aAI}99)9(

< <
O ) )
J

spiy 19p|o

10} S
yadop aiow

J

.00} ‘0p O} SN S|Io2 °H A2

¢ y >Um
up> oM ‘op M i 40!
dppy M P9 Mo
-joym op o} sh

oM
o0 woJdg Apmp uJni
ul jsnay pue suis Jn ) s|je° H
Jno SB w:m...M m_oo.h s pog awo3q U2 M °P . ,”._”,M.._ snsaf
cochﬂﬂ o__o ajdoad siH dipy sAPMP _m__,\“_zsﬂo_m‘___oc os9U) OP
JoNs) : ay) ¢sbul
up swos AJoA up> Asu}
padipY or_B_M ow_B puy EUMO a1y} uo op LQMMS_ oA PId
wisl Ao B <ioad s 0 SIEP PO 10U 104
sBuy} papY op 04 8t 2|1 PUP NOA

. SH 'Po9
: snsar padiey Buird = .
+r énop Wi padpy ouM T

AJOJDIA Ul PR3P 24t wioJg 9504

_ s

sor ‘PP Snsel
s94J49d b PaAY SN )
uo dn Ji paJs3 mo.ﬂMMMmh.MﬂB Buyy sepIpY Uk pie oUM 1
el

| JUSWIURISSY

puiuaist
w.CUQ 0>_._.U®._.0Q spny 19p|
10}
yidop aiow

|,

I2-81 UOr *hZ-ZZ ST ‘9i-hl HPW ‘8Z-97 MeUHRW BUIY | [SSPJIDH BY) O SP) BY]L.

Y

56



w9504 snsa ‘App pdiy} 3y} up d|doad s,pog Jo suis ay} Jog Abd o} dn |1 AL BN ‘sS0Jd By}

OJu| M09 0} BuiyjsLos ' 4
w g N
.\._\ » >
& (s
(%] wbmv N |

/J

g 4

Sp 19pjo
10}

yrdap aiow

sbuog [adson

».;. rw\. :
SV

< _m_£ Op O} SOA0| OH jWIH SV m_o_owo_ ‘ . &
U T g Jo auo swodag oA djsy Upd pog o 40 ,.mmo_ Cle] 'y
M siy] JonsJog aouasaud snoluolb siH Ul 9A) o} ob [im Asyy ‘sip >m£ 1
cch puy ‘op o} Way} sjubm aH BulyiA dons ym wiayj dipy jim o /
MOU SJJoBY JI9Y} Ul WiH mouy [iM Asy] sidoad s,pog aq uwd JOIADS m >

_ JIBY} SO SNSS Ul JSNJ) puUb SUIS JIBY} WO AbMb UJn) oym [o ‘Mo P S
- . 7.

>
s

R,
<>
-
M
P
i
-—
=
.,
-

jUSAIBJOZ aJb Aay] jwiay} Jo4 Yioap pub Uis Usjbad Ajoad poy aH posp 8y} Wodj R

< )
A\\x Uuo Uus\yj .wm.__ .-.U@&.L@Q O POA] ShSof" jShSo" .COM SH "Q_wr_ JOY} Juss ‘AdJawl SIHU .vOmv jng « ., o -
R » 7
e =

o @
Z, "s|doad s|H swodaq pub UsAlbIoj 8q Jans <

7 amupd dipy siH YyiiMm Ajuo pub ‘Juswysiund siH aAJasap o M Po9 Aeqosip o) ussoyd
BABY [0 M 3sNhdag ¢AYM ‘WIH Jog aA)| pup sidoad siH 89 o} a4b aM J djsy spo9 pasu am

idleH siH Jog po9 Bunisy Ag
"SNS3" Y7 dAIN PINOYS Aay]
¢aAI a|doad s 09 pinoys MoH

57



s

19hunok
10} Ausld

‘Uswly ‘Abud am awibu ,snsaf U

‘9|doad Jnoj aq Jybiw aM by} JOIADS JNO S SNSI
Ul ShJ} pUb SUIS Jno wodd ApbMb udn o} sh dioH
‘"NOA ASC|0 pPuUb 3A0] 0} Sh d|gH "S]JP3Y JNO Ul JJOM

‘NOA JOJ
oA 9jdoad unoj djpy o} Buisiwodd 4o hoA Jupbyl

‘djey o} 9|gp
sAbM|b pub Buodjs adb NoA ‘@07 ‘NOA asibad am
JoAbdd v
«MOU

WiH o} Abdd s,Jo7 ‘WIH 404 9A]| puUb WIH MOuy 0} Sh apbw @30T YL

58



‘uawly Abdd am awbuU ,Snsa Y|

"0} Sh JUDM NOA I S|
o] sh djoH 'noA aA0] o} snh djoH s|doad Jnoj sn || UOIADS JNO SO ShSS* Ul
IShJ} pub SUIS Jno WoJdj AbMb udnj sh d|gH 'S}J03Y Jno Ul jJaoMm aspajd ‘poo

‘djoy Jnoj [noyum siyj op JoASU pjnod
Aay] ‘snsar 9y 9l 9jdoad unop djpy o} Buisiwoud Joj ‘Pog ‘nop Jubyl

jJOIADS D pPaauU M\ ‘AbM UMO Jno Ui ‘SaAjesJIno A sBulyj op o} aAo| am
'J1 JOZ YSD L UOp aM Sawll} AUbW nd ‘NoA Jo4 aAl| o} djay JnoA pasu am ‘poo

‘SN o}
SN JUDM NOA MOY MOUY UbD M 0S Snsa sh BUIAIB 104 Nop asibad am ‘poog

JoAbdd v

oJu| MoJg o} Bulyjewos

.ﬁ

y wva_ ”
._8

yadap m..oa@

59



60



4A3unoq Job s.J3| pub dn pubjs awi| diysdom puo 366IM S|4 b Yim
pauUba| 9A,9M JoyMm SjbJgaled S.J9) ‘|SdiF ng ‘0B 0} aw JoJ awll jsowp S,JI 'SSAILR)9Q UMo( deaag,




‘Abpo} sh
Jybnbo}] Ub(q aAIE(Q JoMsSUY puUb uoljsanp Big ayj buls s.Ja7 ispiy

M

iSnsa 3| A pinoys Asy]
¢ABp Yooa oAl s|doad s,pog pinoys MoH
¢Abp Yooa oAl sjdoad s,pog pinoys MoH
¢ABp Yooa oAl sidoad s,pog pinoys MoH
iSnsa 3| A plnoys Asy]
¢Abp Yooa oAl sidoad s,pog pinoys MoH

Buog ajdwis
2l v 30 Big

62



‘uoljsanp big Jno ojul Jadssp uans Bip sn sdjpy Joyj Buos b s.oJoH

Ulbdjoyy

'op Aay} jo Ul wiayy dizy [im

‘paids AjoH 3y} po9 puy

‘'00} ‘SJaY}0 90| pjnoys Aay|

‘ilb F0 Jsow pog) ano| pjnoys ajdoad s,po9
7 OSJON

uibJjoy

"NUAY} pPUb NJY} Wy} pano| aH

‘IyBnoyy pub pips pup pip SH oY o |
‘oo ‘s|doad | pano| a4

‘Ilo JO Jsow pog) paAno| snsof

| 9SJON

iSNSa afl| 9| pnoys Asy|

¢oN]| 9|doad s,p0o9 pjnoys MoH

¢oN|| 9|doad s,po9 pjnoys MoH

¢oN|| 9|doad s,p09 pinoys MOoH :uUlbJjapy

¢oNIT sjdoad sp09 pnoys Moy
Buog aJoy ayl [IPL Zl: Uolsanp big

63



({jOSJOA 3|qIg JIno BuIs S,J97 {S}JO8Y JNO Ul PJOM S,09 SpIY S.Jo 7.

"U99XIS ‘dN04 SMIJCGSH

‘Pa3u Jo awl} Jno y|

‘adbJb pulj pup

AdJaw aAIedaJ Abw aM JbY] 0S

‘9dJb Jo auody] ayj}

JoBU MDJP SOUSPIFUOD YLIM

"JOBU MDJP SDUSPIFUOD YIM UdY] Sh JoT]

9|:h SMBICRH :90USPIJUOT) YIM USY] SN 1o
:Buog 9sJa S|qig | YindL S|qig ‘zls Uoyssnp Big

"UD9 XIS 9SJOA ‘UN0J SMIJCSH
‘Pa3u Jo swi} ui

‘Pa3u o awiy ul sn dipH

‘djoy o} @046 pul} pup

AdJaw aAI@dad Abw aMm by |
‘DUBPIFUOD YUM SUOJY] 34}
‘DUSPIJUOD YUM JodU Mbu(]
‘JB JO BUoUY} BY} JbBU MbJp
‘JOBU MbJp UdY} Sh Jo]

9k SMOJGRH :JoaY Mbdq Uyl S 197

:Buos 9sJ9/ S[qIg | YIndL Siqig ‘Zl Uolsenp Big

64



A4WIH J04 9A]| 0} JUbM M WIH |8} S.Jo1 jpoob os Buieq Jog pJo ayj asibdd s,jo1.,

‘g Buiuan) ou ‘ypbg Buiudn] oy
'SNS9" MOJ|04 O} P3P ALY |
‘SNS9* MO||04 O} P3P aALY |
'SNS9" MOJ|0Z O} PapIapP SAbY |

SNSS MOJ|04 O} pPapIdaQ SALH |
Buog asibdd z|+ Uoljsanp big

‘A9qj0 pub jshd} o} |ng
‘snsar ul Addpby aq o]
‘AbMm J9YJo oU S,949Y} J0o4
‘Aaqo pub Jshd]

Uib 449y ‘AaqQ pub jsnd|
UWAH Zl# Jolsanp big



"WIH YJIM 83| JOASI0F 24 [PUIS)® . T-3. SOAIB oH

‘WIH Ul SaASljeq] § Sjuadad oym auoA Jsne 3, Mou puy

‘Y613 3yl uom p.oH anodd o|

uibbb 9sod aH ‘@94y] Abquo uay]

‘IS JdajJad ay)

'$S0JD 9y} uodn palp snssr ‘SoA

‘Juawysiund ay} 400} ... OYM ‘Snsa SI JOIADS Joy |
‘SUIS JNO WOJ4 Sh 9ADS 0} JOIADS b paau oM .S, 0S

'SI9A3gOSIP 94,9M pbajsul |nq
‘WIH A9qo pjnoys am *.Q..

‘Jojau) pup Bury poob Jno ‘pog Joj Si .9,

‘sl [pdsob ay} Joym s.joy]

ISIaYD Ul Yjiog ybnody} UoybAIS
iS! {1 foym mouy | ‘seA ¢[adsob ayy st foym
¢l I3} ApogAup up) éjedsob ayj si joym

¢l

-3-d-S-0-9 ¢ledisob ayj si joym
o JJoy

(In4) Buos jodisog sy

‘snsaf
ybnouyj sjdoad siH awodaq ubd am Joby} smau poob Jsaq s,po9 jodsob ayj] jnogp Buis s,}97.

jO00] ‘JOIAS JNOA 3¢ O} WIH YSY
‘00}, ‘JOIADS JNOA 3¢ O} WIH jSY
‘PP 3y} Wody 9s0d aH

“Abp pJ§ 94} Uo usy|

‘SSOJD 9y} UO palp shsor
:SMdU poob s o9 sI SIYL
‘lodsob ayj si siy|

~AMb suIs Awl |jb ayp]

‘JOINDS Aw 3q ‘'snsaf,,

:Apdd pup ‘WiH o} YPg udn} oym ||v
‘9ADS 0} UOS SIH Juss po9 jng

‘SAbM pPoob s,p09 paAagosip [o aA.IM

(l4oys) Buos [pdsog ay|

66



‘ubaq s.497 ‘Yyys
‘S9AD JnOA 3s0|) ‘paYy Moy
‘Pusidd Aw ‘usAbud S|y 9y} SioYl

(joadad) wiH 9 9y o} sh d|sH :uolpdyddns ‘S
'SNSS 404 NOA Juby] :‘Buinibsyuby] ‘|

"SUIS JNO Sh 9AIBJ04 :UoISSajuo) ‘9

iNOA 3sibdd am ‘po9 :uoljpIopy ‘v

Buos JaAbud S1OV

jADA jASg0 pUb UJb3| 0} SN 404 PJIOM SIH S.|
"3lqIg 94} sh UaAIb s,po9

‘S|dig 3y} ‘[|qig 3yl

‘ADS 0} Sy po9 Joym Jdosy S,J97
'Slclig 3y} jno ok s.jo1

‘9|qid 3y} ‘s|qig 8yl

Buog juoy) sjqig

*S9JNJ WOOJSSOPD JNO 3Jb 9s9Y |
‘J9YJOUD U0 SA0| pub

po9 diysaom sn dipy Aay|
‘S9INJ WOOJSSOPD JNO 3Jb 9S8y |
‘S9INJ WOOJSSO[D JNO 3Jb 9S8y |

, ‘Abid noA so pury ag
‘Sd9Ydp3} JnoA Aaq(

o ] 'noA apisad Bulpjis
] ‘Pusidgd JNOA Yonoj Juo(

‘Abs o} Buiyjawos aApY noA J
‘Puby JnOA 3sib
‘Bunyjjo) sI suoswos aIyM Jainb aq ‘Yys

Buos S9Ny WooJssb|)

iJJ0JS S,Jo7 jUo aWo)
iSOAI]P9j9q UMo( deaq ad.am
‘|d03Y JNO JO [|Io

YliM ‘WiH SA0| o} Buiyess aJ.om

7 ﬂuﬁmm_m_ ‘PldoM siy} Jo4 supid
Mﬁwﬂ, SIH pup pPo9 jnogpo syjndj Jo4
1, .n"ﬁ ‘Pdom s,po9 ul dasp uIbbip
_m_.-f_m_

‘'SOAI}D9)9q UMo( doaq aua.oMm
Buog swsy| saAl8equUMo( deaq

67



Detective Dan’s (Shorter/Simpler) Version of Bible Story for Big Question 12, Bible Truth 1
The Case of the Hardest Thing Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; John 18-21

(Numbers correspond to Bible story picture pages in Detective Dan"s Big Question Box)

1.Jesus needed help. Enemies were coming to arrest Him, then hang Him on a cross to die. And on that cross, Jesus
would suffer all the punishment for the sins of God’s people. Even for Jesus, the thought of all that punishment
was terrible. He could only do it with help from God, His Father.

2.In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed for the help He needed.“My Father, if it's possible, take this suffering
away,” Jesus pleaded.“But if this is the only way to save Your people, then | want to do it. | want Your will, not Mine,
Father,’ Jesus prayed.

3. Jesus wasn't the only one who needed help with what was about to happen. Jesus’ disciples would, too.“Watch
and pray that you might say ‘no’ to temptation,” Jesus urged them. “You WANT to do God’s will, but you are very
weak.” Sadly, the disciples slept instead of praying.

4. But God heard Jesus' prayers. He sent an angel to strengthen Him. And just in time, for up came Judas Iscariot
with a crowd of Jesus’ enemies. “Hello, Teacher,” Judas said, kissing Jesus. “Friend, do what you came to do," Jesus
replied. The men grabbed Jesus, and the disciples ran away.

5.The next day, Jesus’enemies put Jesus on the cross to die. There, Jesus took all the punishment for God’s people’s
sins. It was so terrible, but Jesus did it. He had asked for help; and God, His Father, gave it to Him. He helped Jesus
do the hardest thing.

6. How do we know Jesus paid for all those sins on the cross? Because of what happened next. On Day Three, Jesus
rose from the grave to live forevermore. He had beaten sin and death for God’s people. Now, they would get to live
with God, knowing, loving, and enjoying Him forever.

7. And what happened to Jesus’ disciples? Would God forgive them for leaving Jesus? Yes, He would! Jesus paid
for ALL their sins when He died on the cross. And even though the disciples had slept, instead of asking God for
help, Jesus had prayed that night for God to help them.

8. Jesus appeared to His disciples on the evening of that wonderful Day Three. “I'm alive and I've beaten sin and
death for you and all of God’s people!” He exclaimed.

9. Over the next 40 days, Jesus shared God’s plans for them to tell whole world the gospel. They could never do
this on their own, so Who did Jesus promise to send? The Holy Spirit! He would live in God’s people, giving them
all the help they needed. Then, Jesus went home to heaven.

10. Jesus was in heaven, but He never forgot God’s people on earth. He is always praying for them. Jesus asked the
Father to send the Holy Spirit to live in their hearts, and He did. He filled them with power and wisdom to carry out
God’s great plans to tell everyone about Jesus.

11. And, oh, how those first believers had learned their lesson to ask God for His help! There were many times
when they were scared, weak, and in trouble. But now, they knew what to do. They prayed to God and He was
good to give them the help they needed.

12. God's people today need God'’s help just as much as those believers did, long ago. And God is just as faithful to

give them the help they need. We can become God'’s people, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior. Then, God will help us live for Him, too.
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Detective Dan’s (Shorter/Simpler) Version of Bible Story for Big Question 12, Bible Truth 2
The Case of the Man Who Left His Money Matthew 9; Mark 2; Luke 5

(Numbers correspond to Bible story picture pages in Detective Dan"s Big Question Box)

1. Jesus had good news to tell everyone.“The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the
good news!” He exclaimed. The kingdom of God is NEAR? What did THAT mean? What IS this kingdom of God?
How can we be part of it?” many wondered.

2.“The kingdom of God is knowing and enjoying God as His people. It’s loving God most of all and living for Him,”
Jesus explained. “God’s kingdom is in heaven already. And one day, I'll come back and bring it to the new heaven
and earth. But right now, it can be in your heart,” He said.

3. Wow! Jesus’ good news was the BEST news the people had ever heard! They didn't have to wait for heaven or
even until Jesus came back. They could be part of God’s kingdom that very day.

4. But as big and good as this news was, it wasn't easy to live out. Why? Because we have sinful hearts. We find
things to love more than God. We choose ways to live instead of God’s good way. There's so much we must stop
loving and doing if we are to love God most of all.

5. A man named Matthew knew this. Matthew did NOT love God most of all. He loved money and the nice things
he could buy, instead. And, while Matthew had grown up learning about God, he had chosen to break God’s good
laws to get more money and nice things for himself.

6. Matthew was a tax collector. He gathered money from his people for Caesar, the enemy Roman king. It was a
bad job that most people wouldn'’t do.

7. Every day, Matthew sat in his tax house near the Sea of Galilee, stopping people with things to sell. “Pay your
taxes. Here’s what you owe Caesar,”he demanded. But Matthew was unfair. He made everyone pay a lot more than
they owed and kept the extra to make himself rich.

8. Matthew also squeezed lots of money from the people in his town, Capernaum, and they hated him. Perhaps
Matthew had a big house, lots of nice things, and loads of money, but he lost many friends. He had broken his
friendship with them by the mean, greedy things he did.

9. Even worse, Matthew had chosen to break God’s good laws, and he refused to repent. Wherever God’s kingdom
was, whenever it could come, Matthew certainly would not be a part of it. There seemed to be no hope for
Matthew to be right with God again.

10. But there WAS hope for Matthew. Jesus came to Capernaum to teach. As Matthew listened to Jesus, the Holy
Spirit worked in his heart and changed it. Now, Matthew wanted to love God most of all. He wanted to be one of
God’s people and have the kingdom of God in his heart.

11. Jesus knew what was happening in Matthew’s heart.“Matthew, follow Me! Be my disciple, my close friend who
lives with Me and learns from Me each day," Jesus said to him.”Yes, Jesus, | will,” Matthew told Jesus, and right then,
he left his tax house and all his money to follow Jesus.

12. The rest of his life, Matthew followed Jesus and sought to love God most of all. God even used him to write

a Bible book about Jesus: the Gospel of Matthew. “Gospel” means “good news,” and that’s what Jesus was to
Matthew --the Savior who made him one of God'’s people.
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Detective Dan’s (Shorter/Simpler) Version of Bible Story for Big Question 12, Bible Truth 3
The Case of the Man Who Kept on Loving Acts 6-7

(Numbers correspond to Bible story picture pages in Detective Dan"s Big Question Box)

1. Stephen was a follower of Jesus. He heard the good news of Jesus and trusted in Him as his Savior. Stephen
turned away from living life his own way to live God’s good way. The Holy Spirit helped Stephen. He lived in
Stephen’s heart, filling him with love for God and for people.

2. But it wasn't just Stephen’s heart that was full of love for God and for people. Stephen’s life was, too. Stephen
cared for the needy widows in the church. He taught God'’s Word, and he prayed. In everything Stephen did, he
wanted to live out his love for God and people.

3. But there was something ELSE Stephen did that showed his love for God and others. He shared the good news
of Jesus with all who would listen. “Turn away from disobeying God. Trust in Jesus as your Savior,” Stephen urged
all. “God will forgive your sins and make you His people.”

4. Sometimes, God did amazing miracles as Stephen shared about Jesus. God did this so everyone would know
that Jesus really was God'’s Son, the Savior. But the best miracle of all was when God’s Holy Spirit helped people
trust in Jesus. Stephen rejoiced to see God save so many people.

5. But while Stephen rejoiced, others were angry. “We must stop Stephen from talking about Jesus, but how?”
these enemies wondered. “The people see God'’s amazing power in the miracles Stephen does. They see God’s
love in how he loves others. How can we stop him!” they exclaimed.

6. But Stephen’s enemies DID think of a way. They spread lies about Stephen among the people. “Stephen is
saying bad things about God’s laws. He's saying bad things about God and the Temple, God’s special worship
place, they lied.

7. The lies worked. Even people who used to love Stephen became angry. “Stephen must be punished,” they
exclaimed.“Let’s take him to the leaders of the Temple. Let them decide what to do with him,”the people said. So,
they grabbed Stephen and took him away.

8. The leaders of the Temple listened to Stephen’s enemies, then questioned Stephen, “What do you say about
this?”What WOULD Stephen say? Would he hate these enemies the way they had hated him? They had lied about
Jesus and him, yet he had done nothing wrong to them!

9. But Stephen’s heart was NOT filled with hate. It was filled with love. God’s Holy Spirit was at work in Stephen,
giving him wisdom to speak God’s truth to help these enemies. Everyone could see it in Stephen’s face which
shone like an angel’s, bright with God’s goodness and glory.

10. “Jesus IS the Savior God promised to send, but you refused to believe in Him,” Stephen told them. “YOU put
Him on the cross to die," The leaders were furious! They grabbed Stephen and dragged him down the street and
outside the city. Some picked up stones and threw them at him. Oh, no!

11. But even as the stones hit him, God kept helping Stephen. His heart was still filled with love for these enemies.
He looked up and saw Jesus in heaven. Soon, he would be home with Him forever. “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them,” Stephen pleaded, as he died.

12. God’s Holy Spirit had helped Stephen live and die with a heart full of love for God and for people, even his

enemies. And now in heaven, Stephen would go on living and loving, even better than he had on earth. Now, he
would love God and His people perfectly, forever!
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Detective Dan’s (Shorter/Simpler) Version of Bible Story for Big Question 12, Bible Truth 4
The Case of the Faith that Faced Fire Daniel 1-3

(Numbers correspond to Bible story picture pages in Detective Dan"s Big Question Box)

1.”Turn back to Me,” the LORD told the people of Judah many times through the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel. But the people kept on worshipping fake gods. So, the LORD let their enemies come, destroy their city,
and take them away to be slaves in faraway Babylon.

2. But not everyone forgot the LORD. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego kept on obeying Him and trusting His
promises: “This punishment will turn the people back to Me. My Spirit will change their hearts. One day, I'll bring
them home. Best of all, I'll send a Savior to save them from their sins”

3.Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were young, smart and handsome, the very kind of workers Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, wanted.“Go to the king’s school to learn about him and his gods,” they were told.“You'll wear rich
clothes, eat good food, and help the king.”

4. What a good life the king was offering them! But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew this was just a
tricky trick. The king wanted them to forget the LORD, and honor him and his fake gods instead. And what would
happen if they didn’t honor the king or his gods? Time would tell.

5.”'m the greatest king in the world!” King Nebuchadnezzar boasted. “Everyone should honor me and my gods,”’
he decided. “Build me a great, golden statue,” he told his builders. “Make it as high as a tall building. Put it where
everyone can gather around and worship,” he ordered.

6. The workers built the great, golden statue. Then, the king sent word to all the people: “Gather and worship at
my great statue. When you hear the music, fall down and worship me and my gods,” he ordered.“And if you don't,
you'll be thrown into a hot, fiery furnace,” he warned.

7. When the musicians played their music, everyone fell down before the statue and worshipped. All, that is,
except Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They knew the LORD was the one, true God, not the king or his gods.
They would worship only Him and trust Him to take care of them.

8. Yes, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood while everyone else bowed down. Someone noticed and told
the king. Nebuchadnezzar was furious! The three men were brought before him, and he said, “Bow down, or be
thrown into furnace! What God can rescue you then?”

9.”You're wrong, oh king,”the men replied.“The LORD, the God we serve, can deliver us if He wants to. And even if
He doesn't, we'll keep worshipping Him and be happy with what He wants,” they said. “The LORD is the one, true
God. He knows and does what's best!”

10. Now, King Nebuchadnezzar was even angrier! “Make the furnace seven times hotter! Tie up these men and
throw them in!" he ordered. Soon, the fire was raging hot. It was so hot that the king’s men died from the heat as
they threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the flames.

11. Then, King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and was amazed. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
were alive! And there was a fourth, heavenly person, in the furnace with them! “Come out of the fire,” the king
ordered the men, and they came out, completely unharmed.

12. No longer did the king want anyone to bow down before him or his statue. He sent out a new order to the

people, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They trusted in Him rather than worship my
statue. Honor the LORD, their God. What a great God He is!”

242



