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Detective Dan’s (Shorter/Simpler) Version of Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 4
The Case of the God Who Would Never Leave Genesis 27-28

(Numbers correspond to Bible story picture pages in Detective Dan’s Big Question Box)

1. Jacob had been up to his tricky tricks again, and now he was in big trouble. He had tricked big brother, Esau,
out of both of the special gifts he was supposed to get from their father, Isaac. Esau was so angry! He wanted to
kill Jacob!

2. There was only one thing Jacob could do: run away. But to where? His mother, Rebekah, had an idea. “Run far
away to the country where my family lives.” Isaac agreed. So, Jacob packed his things and left home.

3.The trip to Rebekah'’s family was long and hard. Each day, Jacob had to find his own water and food. The nights
were dark. The ground was bumpy and hard. Jacob had only a rock for a pillow.

4. Jacob had never been so alone before, in the middle of nowhere. Who could be with him and help him, as he
traveled so far away? There was someone. The LORD! He is the God who is everywhere, all the time.

5. And though Jacob had done some very bad things, the LORD chose to be kind and merciful to him. He would
treat Jacob better than he ever deserved. The LORD even planned to use Jacob to bring good to all people,
everywhere... even to people like you and me.

6. So right there, in the middle of nowhere, the LORD helped Jacob fall asleep and gave him a special dream. Jacob
saw a VERY tall ladder that stretched up to heaven. There were lots of God’s angels climbing up and down it, and
at the very TOP, Jacob saw the LORD!

7.“I am the LORD. I'm making big promises to you, just like | did to your father and grandfather. | will take care of

you wherever you go. I'm giving this land to you. And one day, | will bless the whole world through your family.
the LORD said.

8. The next morning, Jacob took the stone that had been his pillow, and he stood it up on end like a tower. Then,
he poured oil on the stone as a sign that God had done something special. He named the place, “Bethel,” which
means “House of God.”

9. “Be with me and help me,” Jacob prayed. “Then, people will see this stone, remember Your faithfulness, and
worship You. And | will give You worship gifts from everything You give me,” Jacob promised. The LORD was
pleased with Jacob’s promise and accepted it.

10. The LORD kept His promises to Jacob. He helped Jacob get to his mother’s family and safely back home. He
blessed Jacob with a big family and many good things. He worked inside Jacob, too. The LORD changed Jacob

into a man who loved Him and trusted in Him.

11. God also kept His promise to bless all peoples through Jacob’s family --through Jesus. Jesus came to give us
the greatest blessing of all: forgiveness of our sins, when we turn from our sins and trust in Him as our Savior.

12. If we do, the LORD will be OUR God who is with US, everywhere, all the time. He will always be with us, taking
care of us, working inside our hearts, and helping us to love Him and trust in Him.
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