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Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans,
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units.

Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with
storyboards at least 24" x 36" in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are
for use with storyboards 36" x 48" in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

« Hide'n’Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5s)
«  Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
«  PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.



Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 1 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over Death!

On one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for God’s people. He was buried in a grave, but He didn't
stay there. He rose up from the grave on Day Three—Sunday! He was alive and would be forevermore!

Ever since that first and best Sunday when Jesus beat sin and death, God’s people have been gathering together
each week to celebrate. (The big, Bible word for God’s people gathered together is "congregation.’) They sing
and pray and listen to God’s Word. They rejoice that Jesus had beaten sin and death for them. They are happy
the Holy Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forward to the day when Jesus will come back and all of God’s
people will at last gather together forever as one, big family. That will be the biggest and best celebration of all!

Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior receive God’s forgiveness for their sins.
He sends His Holy Spirit to live in their hearts and helps them love God and live for Him the rest of their lives.
Forever they will be God’s dearly-loved people! What an amazing gift God has given us through Jesus!

God’s people love to celebrate together, but they are always hoping for more to join them. That's why they
tell their neighbors nearby the good news of Jesus. (The big, Bible word for telling others about Jesus is
“evangelism.’) And that’s why they even travel to faraway lands to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big,
Bible word for going to another land to tell people about Jesus is “missions.”) They want everyone to hear the
good news of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. (The big, Bible word for the good
news of Jesus is “the gospel.’) They want them all to become God’s people and join the Sunday celebration of
what God has done through Jesus! We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Sundays will be our celebration day, too!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
“He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”

Learn a Little: He has given us a new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Meaning

When we are born as babies, we have our first birth. But did you know that all who turn away from their sins
and trust in Jesus as their Savior are given a new birth? Not a new birth as a baby again. This isn't a new birth
for our bodies. God gives our heart a new birth. He forgives all our sins and gives us a new heart filled with the
Holy Spirit --a heart that knows God, and wants to love Him and live for Him.

Jesus is why God's people get to have this wonderful new birth. He died on the cross for their sins. He made
the way for them to be God’s people. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. He was resurrected. (That's a big Bible word
meaning that He rose from the dead.) Yes, on that third day--that glorious Easter Sunday morning-- He rose
from the dead, showing that He had really beaten sin and death for them. Jesus is alive for evermore. And He is
the living hope of God’s people that one day, they, too, will live face to face with God forever! We can be God’s
people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.



Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for being so powerful that You beat
sin and death for them.

C God, we know that Sunday should be a special celebration day. It's the day Jesus rose from the dead. But
sometimes, we would rather not go to church and celebrate. We would rather do something else that seems
more fun. We don't treasure what Jesus did on the cross. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for beating sin and death for God'’s people through Jesus. Thank You that they don't have to
face Your punishment for sin. They get to know You in their hearts now, and get to live with You in heaven
when they die. Thank You that we can be Your people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to
celebrate Jesus’ win over sin and death as we gather together with God’s people at church.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Third Day Yay
Exodus 16,20; Luke 22-24; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1

BigQ &A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: He Has Given Us a New Birth 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
Extra Bible Verse: Shout with Joy to God Psalm 66:1-3,5,9,16, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Make a Joyful Noise Psalm 100:1-6 ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Noise, Noise, Noise Psalm 100:1-4. ESV (other version)
Extra Bible Verse: The Time Is Fulfilled Mark 1:15, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: The Time Mark 1:15, ESV (other version)

Extra Bible Verse: How Beautiful Romans 10:13-15, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Be My Witnesses Acts 1:8, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: All the Nations You Have Made Psalm 86:9, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Behold a Great Multitude Revelation 7:9-10, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 usewithall THReElessons  flace takeout P

The Case of the Third Day Yay ?'“:"?
Exodus 16,20; Luke 22-24; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2 of BOB
Story-telling Tips
Ahead of time:
1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and prepare storyboard figures/Story Scenes, if using. (In Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard figures/Story Scenes, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues/hold up Story Scenes as you tell the story. Allow the children
to help you put them on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Third Day Yay. Here is your listening assignment.” Read from Detective
Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to find out:

1. What happened on the third day after Jesus died that made the disciples so happy?

2. What day of the week was that third day? What did Jesus’ followers keep doing each week to remember
that first, wonderful day?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB: “He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

| need to find out:
1.Who celebrated Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on that first, wonderful Sunday?
2. How did they receive a new birth into a living hope? What did that mean?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

Our six clues are: Jesus, bird, praying together, God’s Word, a cross and a hat.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. What did Jesus is followers celebrate every Sunday? What did they thank God for doing?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan'’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”’

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P2
The Case of the Third Day Yay Exodus 16,20; Luke 22-24; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Walk! Walk! Walk! Look at all of God’s people walking. Where are they going? What are they doing? They
aren't staying at home, so where are they going?

Where do you think they are going?

Are they going to the market to shop? No, not the market. Are they going to the fields to work? No, not this
day.

Then, where ARE they going? Aren’t those the things they do EVERY day? Aren’t those the places they go
every day: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday?

Well, not quite every day. There was one day, each week, that God told them to do something very different.
On this day, they were to rest. And, instead of going about their regular work, they were to go to the
worship place. This was the day they were to gather together and worship the LORD. Do you know what
this special day was called?

Can you tell me what it’s called?

It was called the Sabbath --from the Hebrew word for “rest.” And which day of the week was the Sabbath?
It was Saturday, always Saturday --the last day of the week. That’s why, in our story, God’s people weren't
staying at home, or going to shop at the market, or going to work in the fields on this day. This was the
Sabbath Day, and God'’s people were going to worship God, as God told them to in the Ten, Big Laws He
gave them through Moses.

Forhundreds and hundreds of years, the Sabbath-Saturday was the day God’s people were to rest from their
work, and to gather together to worship God. But then, something really big and wonderful happened:
the Savior came. And something He did changed that worship day from Saturday to Sunday. Do you know
the Savior’s name?

Can you tell me His name?

It's Jesus!

Yes, Jesus came to earth to be the Savior of God’s people. He lived a perfect life. He never, ever disobeyed
God. He was the perfect law-keeper of all of God’s laws. Then, Jesus gave His perfect life as the full payment
for the sins of God’s people, when He suffered and died on the cross.

Friends came and took Jesus’ body off the cross. They covered it in sweet-smelling spices and wound white,
linen cloth around it. They buried Jesus’ body in a grave cave, rolled a huge stone in place to shut the cave,

and left Him. Oh, how sad they were on that Friday when Jesus died!

In that grave cave, Jesus’ dead body lay all that Friday and all that Sabbath-Saturday. Soldiers stood guard
over the grave cave, making sure no one came and took Jesus body.

12



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

But then, early on the next day--Sunday--what a surprise there was for those soldiers and Jesus’ disciples
...and really the whole world! Jesus’ body didn’t stay put AT ALL! Can you tell me what happened?

What happened to Jesus?

God raised Jesus from the dead! Out of that grave cave, Jesus came. He was alive, never to die again!

Jesus appeared to many people that day. He appeared to three women who had come to His grave cave.
Yay! Jesus is alive! Then, to two people as they walked along the road to their home. “Yay! Jesus is alive!”
And in the evening, Jesus appeared to a whole group of His disciples. “Yay! Jesus is alive!”

Yes! Jesus was alive, and His friends were so happy! Jesus had really beaten sin and death for God’s people.
Now, instead of facing God’s punishment, God’s people were forgiven. They would get to know God, and
love and enjoy Him forever. What an amazing day this was! This was the day God’s people had been waiting
for since the beginning, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and sin came into the world.

Jesus’ followers never wanted to forget this wonderful Sunday. So, they began to gather together every
Sunday to celebrate what He had done for them. They didn’t call this special worship day the Sabbath
anymore. They gave it a new name to remind them of what Jesus had done. Do you know what that new
name is?

Can you tell me?

They called it “the Lord’s Day” because they were celebrating the wonderful Sunday when the Lord Jesus
rose from the dead, proving He had beaten sin and death for God’s people.

From then on, Jesus’ followers kept on gathering together every Lord’s Day to worship God and love one
another. They worshiped God and praised Jesus, their Savior, who beat sin and death for them. They shared
stories of the amazing things that God was doing, and asked God to do more. They learned from God’s
Word, the Bible, and shared a special meal together to remember that Jesus died for their sins. They prayed
and care for each other’s needs. In all these ways, they worshipped God and loved one another. How loud
were their praises every Lord’s Day! Sunday was a big celebration day.

But as happy as those first Christians were to celebrate every Sunday in their little gatherings, that wasn't
enough. Not enough for them and not enough for God. They wanted more, more, more! Can you guess
what they wanted more of?

Can you guess?

They wanted MORE people to know the good news of Jesus. They wanted MORE people to turn away from
their sins and trust in Him as their Savior. They wanted MORE people to know God, love God, and sing
praises to Him. They wanted the WHOLE WORLD to be filled with God's people.

This was what Jesus had told them to do. “Go into the whole world with the gospel,” Jesus had said, right
before He went up to heaven. “Teach them to repent of their sins and trust in Me as their Savior. Baptize
them as My followers. Teach them how to be My disciples. Teach them how to live as God’s people,” He said.

“l will send the Holy Spirit to help you,” Jesus promised.

13



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics

And that’s just what Jesus’ disciples did. After the Holy Spirit came to live in their hearts, they began to
tell everyone the good news of Jesus. First, to the people living in Jerusalem, then out to their nearby
neighbors, they went with the gospel. The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many, and they turned from
their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. These new believers joined the disciples as they gathered
together. Sundays had become their celebration day, too. God’s people were growing in number. Their
praises were getting louder!

Then, further and further away they went to tell the good news of Jesus to others in faraway places. The
Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many of these people, too. They turned from their sins and trusted
in Jesus as their Savior. Little churches of believers sprung up everywhere. Sundays had become their
celebration day, too.

Since then, God’s people keep on spreading the good news of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit keeps on working
in hearts. And what do God’s people keep doing on Sundays?

Can you tell me?

They keep on gathering together to celebrate that most wonderful Sunday when Jesus rose from the dead.
Their numbers keep growing and their praises get louder, as more people put their faith in Jesus.

And this is why we gather together today: to celebrate how Jesus proved He beat sin and death for God’s
people on that wonderful Sunday, long ago!

14



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1

P5

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. What happened on the third day after Jesus died
that made the disciples so happy? Jesus rose from
the dead. He proved that He had really beaten sin and
death for God’s people.

2. What day of the week was that third day? What
did Jesus’ followers keep doing each week to
remember that first, wonderful day? A Sunday. They
started gathering together every Sunday to celebrate
what Jesus had done for them.

For You and Me:

God’s people around the world still celebrate with a
“third day yay”! They still gather together on Sundays
to celebrate Jesus rising from the dead in victory over
sin and death for God’s people. We can join in that
celebration, too, when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help you do this.
He loves to answer this prayer.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB: “He has given us
a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

1.Who celebrated Jesus’ resurrection from the dead
on that first, wonderful Sunday? Jesus’ disciples.

2. How did they receive a new birth into a living
hope? What did that mean? They had turned away
from their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. God
forgave their sins and made their hearts new. He sent
His Holy Spirit to live inside of them, so they could know
Him, and to help them love Him and live for Him. He
filled their hearts with hope in Jesus now, and hope in
one day going to live with Him forever in heaven. That
would be best of all.

For You and Me:

Like those first followers of Jesus, we, too, can receive a
new birth into a living hope. We, too, can have our sins
forgiven and begin life as one of God'’s people. We can
know God in our hearts now and one day, go to live
with Him forever in heaven. How? When we turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: Jesus, bird, praying together, God’s
Word, a cross and a hat

1. Which four belong in our story?

Jesus, people praying, God’s Word and the cross belong.
The bird and the hat do not.

2. What did Jesus is followers celebrate every
Sunday? What did they thank God for doing? They
gathered together to celebrate Jesus’ beating sin and
death for them on that first, wonderful Sunday when
He rose from the dead. They thanked God for sending
Jesus to be their Savior.

For You and Me:

Gods people around the world still celebrate with a
“third day yay”! They still gather together on Sundays
to celebrate Jesus rising from the dead in victory over
sin and death for God's people. We can join in that
celebration, too, when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help you do this.
He loves to answer this prayer.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Why Do God’s People Go to Church?

To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over Death!

Why do God’s people go to church? To worship God and
love one another... by praising God for Jesus’ win over
death! What a wonderful day it was when Jesus rose
from the dead! He had beaten sin and death for God’s
people. Oh, how we needed Him to do that! You see, all
people have chosen to disobey God. We all deserve His
punishment.

God would have been perfectly fair to punish us all
for our sins; but, He is so full of mercy that He sent His
Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Jesus lived a perfect life,
then offered it as the full payment for the sins of God’s
people when He died on the cross. On Day Three, He
rose from the dead, showing He had beaten sin and
death for them..

Now, all who turn from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior are forgiven their sins, and become God’s
people. Ask to God to help you do this. Then, Sunday
will be your special celebration day, too!

Close in prayer.



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the
Church. We praise You for being so powerful that
You beat sin and death for them.

C God, we know that Sunday should be a special
celebration day. It's the day Jesus rose from the
dead. But sometimes, we would rather not go
to church and celebrate. We would rather do
something else that seems more fun. We don’t
treasure what Jesus did on the cross. We need a
Savior!

T God, thank You for beating sin and death for God’s
people through Jesus. Thank You that they don‘t
have to face Your punishment for sin. They get to
know You in their hearts now, and get to live with
You in heaven when they die. Thank You that we
can be Your people, too, when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us
to celebrate Jesus’ win over sin and death as we
gather together with God's people at church.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.

16
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see, and
say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 15:

Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
and the Answer is:
To Worship God and Love One Another!

Meaning:

A churchis God’s people gathering together. Some churches
meet in special buildings. Some churches meet in homes.
Some meet outside. No matter where they meet, when
God’s people gather together, they are a church. When God'’s
people gather together as a church, they worship God. They
worship Him for being the one, true God who is not like
anyone else. They worship Him for saving them through
Jesus. They sing songs and pray to God. They listen to the
Bible and learn how to obey it. God’s people also gather
together to love one another. They talk with each other, and
take care of each other, and pray for each other. The Bible
tells us that God'’s people are to meet together often. It tells
us that when they gather together, Jesus will be there with
them in a special way. We can be God'’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we
will gather together with God’s people to worship God and
love one another, too!

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:“

BigQ & A5 Song

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)

Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?

Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to

love one another!

DDD 15 Big Question Picture--Back

18
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This Unit's Bible Truths

“ToWorship God and Love One Another”isagood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So, it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell
us more about why God'’s people go to church.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our six Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the six truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we
can figure out which of these six truths we will be learning
about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big Question
Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 15 Unit All Bible Truths--Back

20
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over 2222 1”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What is the opposite of alive? It starts with a
“D"”and it rhymes with “breath.”

Can you guess? It's“death.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over DEATH !”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

On one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for God’s
people. He was buried in a grave, but He didn't stay there. He rose up
from the grave on Day Three—Sunday! He was alive and would be
forevermore!

Ever since that first and best Sunday when Jesus beat sin and
death, God’s people have been gathering together each week to
celebrate. (The big, Bible word for God’s people gathered together
is "congregation.’) They sing and pray and listen to God’s Word. They
rejoice that Jesus had beaten sin and death for them. They are happy
the Holy Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forward to the day
when Jesus will come back and all of God'’s people will at last gather
together forever as one, big family. That will be the biggest and best
celebration of all!

Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior
receive God'’s forgiveness for their sins. He sends His Holy Spirit to live
in their hearts and helps them love God and live for Him the rest of
their lives. Forever they will be God’s dearly-loved people! What an
amazing gift God has given us through Jesus!

God'’s people love to celebrate together, but they are always hoping
for more to join them. That’s why they tell their neighbors nearby the
good news of Jesus. (The big, Bible word for telling others about Jesus
is “evangelism.) And that’s why they even travel to faraway lands
to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big, Bible word for going
to another land to tell people about Jesus is “missions.”) They want
everyone to hear the good news of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust
in Jesus as their Savior. (The big, Bible word for the good news of
Jesus is “the gospel””) They want them all to become God’s people and
join the Sunday celebration of what God has done through Jesus! We
can be God'’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust
in Jesus as our Savior. Sundays will be our celebration day, too!

DDD 15, Bible Truth 1--Back
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Bible Truth | Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

1 Peter 1:3 tells us:

1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
“He has given usanew birthintoaliving hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Learn a Little: He has given us a new birth through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

What does that mean?

When we are born as babies, we have our first birth. But did you know
that all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior
are given a new birth? Not a new birth as a baby again. This isn't a new
birth for our bodies. God gives our heart a new birth. He forgives all
our sins and gives us a new heart filled with the Holy Spirit --a heart
that knows God, and wants to love Him and live for Him.

Jesus is why God'’s people get to have this wonderful new birth. He
died on the cross for their sins. He made the way for them to be God'’s
people. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. He was resurrected. (That’s a big
Bible word meaning that He rose from the dead.) Yes, on that third
day--that glorious Easter Sunday morning-- He rose from the dead,
showing that He had really beaten sin and death for them. Jesus is
alive for evermore. And He is the living hope of God’s people that one
day, they, too, will live face to face with God forever! We can be God'’s
people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see
what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone
like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
He Has Given Us a New Birth:
| Peter |:3, HCSB

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 17

He has given us a new birth,
Into a living hope,

He has given us a new birth,
Into a living hope,

Through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,
Through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.
He has given us a new birth,
Into a living hope,

He has given us a new birth,
Into a living hope.

First Peter One, three.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 15.1 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Detectivesl!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Third Day Yay."

| need tfo find out:

l. What happened on the third day after Jesus died
that made the disciples so happy?

AND

2. What day of the week wass that third day? What did
Jesus' followers keep doing each week to remember
that first, wonderful day?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. What happened on the third day after Jesus died that made the
disciples so happy? Jesus rose from the dead. He proved that He had really
beaten sin and death for God's people.

2. What day of the week was that third day? What did Jesus’ followers
keep doing each week to remember that first, wonderful day? A Sunday.
They started gathering together every Sunday to celebrate what Jesus had
done for them.

For You and Me:

God’s people around the world still celebrate with a “third day yay”! They
still gather together on Sundays to celebrate Jesus rising from the dead in
victory over sin and death for God'’s people. We can join in that celebration,
too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask
God to help you do this. He loves to answer this prayer.

DDD 15.1 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Third Day Yay."

Our Bible verse is | Peter I:3, HCSB
“He has given us a new birth info a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

| need to find out:

l. Who celebrated Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on
that first, wonderful Sunday?

AND

2. How did they receive a new birth into a living hope?
What did that mean?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
“He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.”

1. Who celebrated Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on that first,
wonderful Sunday? Jesus' disciples.

2. How did they receive a new birth into a living hope? What did that
mean? They had turned away from their sins and trusted in Jesus as their
Savior. God forgave their sins and made their hearts new. He sent His Holy
Spirit to live inside of them, so they could know Him, and to help them love
Him and live for Him. He filled their hearts with hope in Jesus now, and hope
in one day going to live with Him forever in heaven. That would be best of all.

For You and Me:

Like those first followers of Jesus, we, too, can receive a new birth into a
living hope. We, too, can have our sins forgiven and begin life as one of God'’s
people. We can know God in our hearts now and one day, go to live with Him
forever in heaven. How? When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior.

DDD 15.1 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Third Day Yay."

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the sfory.
They are: Jesus, abird, praying fogether, God's Word,
a cross and a hat.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. What did Jesus is followers celebrate every Sunday?
What did they thank God for doing?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. Atthe
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four pictures belong in the story and which two do not?

Jesus, people praying, God’s Word and the cross belong. The bird and the
hat do not.

2. What did Jesus is followers celebrate every Sunday? What did they
thank God for doing? They gathered together to celebrate Jesus’ beating
sin and death for them on that first, wonderful Sunday when He rose from
the dead. They thanked God for sending Jesus to be their Savior.

For You and Me:

Gods people around the world still celebrate with a “third day yay”!
They still gather together on Sundays to celebrate Jesus rising from the
dead in victory over sin and death for God's people. We can join in that
celebration, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as
our Savior. Ask God to help you do this. He loves to answer this prayer.

DDD 15.1 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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A Bird

Jesus

DDD 15.1 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment Clue Pictures, 1 and 2

31




Sp1 10} 1 24n1d1d N[ dwubissy Bulualsi] € uossa 1'SL dad

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpD| 104 7 21N1dId AN Juswubissy buluaisi] € uossa 1'sL aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

32



¥ pue ¢ ‘sain1did an|D wuawubissy bulualsi € uossa 1'sL Add

THE BIBLE
God's Word

33




Sp1 10} £21n1214 N[ dWUBIsSY Bululsi € uossa 1'SL dadd

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpD| 104 7 21N1DId AN JusWUbBISSY Bulualsi] € uossa] 1'SL aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

34



9 pue G ‘sainidid aNn|D JusawubIssy Buluaisi] € uossa 1'S1L dad

A Hat
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. Walk! Walk! Walk! Look at all of God's people walking.

Where are they going? What are they doing? They aren't staying
at home, so where are they going?
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2. Are they going fo the market fo shop? No, not the market. Are
they going to the fields fo work? No, not this day.

Then, where ARE they going? Aren't those the places they go every
day? Aren't those the things they do every day: Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday?
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3. Well, not quite every day. There was one day, each week, that
God told them to do something very different.

On this day, they were to rest. And, instead of going about their
regular work, they were to go to the worship place. This was the
day they were fo gather together and worship the LORD.

Do you know what this special day was cdlled? It was called the
Sabbath --from the Hebrew word for “rest.” And which day of the
week was the Sabbath? It was Saturday, always Saturday --the
last day of the week.
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H. That's why, in our story, God's people weren't staying at home, or
going to shop at the market, or going to work in the fields on this
day.

This was the Sabbath Day, and God's people were going to worship
God, as God told them to in the Ten, Big Laws He gave them through
Moses.
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5. For hundreds and hundreds of years, the Sabbath-Saturday
was the day God's people were to rest from their work, and to
gather together fo worship God.

But then, something redlly big and wonderful happened: the Savior
came. And something He did changed that worship day from
Saturday to Sunday. Do you know the Savior's name? It's Jesus!
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6. Yes, Jesus came to earth to be the Savior of God's people.

He lived a perfect life. He never, ever disobeyed God. He was the
perfect law-keeper of dll of God's laws. Then, Jesus gave His
perfect life as the full payment for the sins of God's people, when
He suffered and died on the cross.

48



'$S0JD 3y} UO palp pub padajins aH uaym ‘sidoad s,pog Jo suis sy} Jo4 juswApd |ing 3y} sb a3
}29449d SIH 9ALb Snsa ‘UsY| ‘SMDJ| S,009 JO [P JO Jodaay-Mbj |9944ad 3y} sbom B o9 paiagosip
JOAS ‘JaN3U 9 94| }29449d b paAl| oH ‘9|doad s,009 JO JOIADS Y} 3¢ 0} Y}J0D 0} WD SNSI[" ‘'S ‘9

o1
}294J9d




1. Friends came and fook Jesus’ body off the cross. They covered it
in sweef-smelling spices and wound white, linen cloth around it. They
buried Jesus' body in a grave cave, rolled a huge sfone in place to
shut the cave, and left Hm. Oh, how sad they were on that Friday
when Jesus died!

In that grave cave, Jesus' dead body lay dll that Friday and dill
that Sabbath-Saturday. Soldiers sfood guard over the grave cave, .
making sure no one came and took Jesus body.
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8. But then, early on the next day--Sunday--what a surprise there
was for those soldiers and Jesus' disciples ...and readlly the whole
world!

Jesus' body didn't stay put AT ALL! Can you fellme what happened?
God raised Jesus from the dead! Out of that grave cave, Jesus
came. He was dlive, never fo die again!
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4. Jesus appeared to many people that day.

He appeared fo three women who had come fo His grave cave.
Yay! Jesus is dlive! Then, fo two people as they walked adlong the
road fo their home. “Yay! Jesus is dlive!”
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0. And at the end of the day, Jesus appeared to a whole group of
His disciples.

“Yay! Jesus is dlive!” Yes! Jesus was dlive, and His friends were so
happy! Jesus had redlly beaten sin and death for God's people. Now,
instead of facing God's punishment, God's people were forgiven!
They would get fo know God, and love and enjoy Him forever!
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. What an amazing day this was! This was the day God's people
had been waiting for since the beginning, when Adam and Eve
disobeyed God and sin came into the world.

Jesus' followers never wanted fo forget this wonderful Sunday. So,
they began to gather together every Sunday fo celebrate what He
had done for them.
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12. They didn't call this special worship day the Sabbath anymore.
They gave it a new name to remind them of what Jesus had done.
Do you know what that new name is?

They cdlled it “the Lord's Day” because they were celebrating the
wonderful Sunday the Lord Jesus rose from the dead.
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13. From then on, Jesus' followers kept on gathering fogether every
Lord's Day fo worship God and love one another.

They worshiped God and praised Jesus, their Savior, who beat sin
and death for them. They shared stories of the amazing things
that God was doing, and asked God to do more.
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M. They learned from God's Word, the Bible, and shared a special
meal together to remember that Jesus died for their sins.
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I5. They prayed and care for each other's needs. In all these ways,
they worshipped God and loved one another. How loud were their
praises every Lord's Day! Sunday was a big celebration day!
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6. But as happy as those first Christians were fo celebrate every
Sunday in their little gatherings, that wasn't enough. Not enough
for them and not enough for God. They wanted more, more, more!
Can you guess what they wanted more of?

They wanted MORE people fo know the good news of Jesus. They
wanted MORE people to turn away from their sins and trust in Him
as their Savior. They wanted MORE people to know God, love God,

and sing praises to Hm. They wantfed the WHOLE WORLD fo be filled
with God's people.

68



'sidoad s,pog ypm pajid o9 o} @10M FTOHM 3y} pajubm Asy]
"WIH o} sasibJdd Buis pub ‘pog aA0| ‘pog mouy o} ajdoad oL pajupM ASY] JOIADS JiBY} S WIH Ul
Ishdj pub suUIs Jisy} wiod} Abmpo udn) o} ajdoad J0oLL pajubM ASY] 'SNSS JO SMaU Poob ay] mouy|
o} s|doad JOW pajubM ASY] ¢40 adow pajupm Aay] Joym ssanb hoA up) j9Jow ‘adow ‘auowl
pajubMm Asy] ‘po9g Joj4 ybnous jou pub way} Joj ybnous oy ‘ybnous Jusbom oy} ‘sbulasyjob
S JBYl Ul Appung AJaAD BJDJCGDIEd O} dJoM SUbBlSIIY) jsdi asoyl sb Addby sb jng -9

= - __

JOIADS mr: 'SNSI[" 'UOS S.P09

69



I7. This was what Jesus had told them fo do.

“Gointo the whole world with the gospel,” Jesus had said, right before
He went up fo heaven. “Teach them fo repent of their sins and trust
in Me as their Savior. Baptize them as My followers. Teach them
how fo be My disciples. Teach them how 1o live as God's people,” He
said. “| will send the Holy Spirit to help you,” Jesus promised.
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18. And that’s just what Jesus' disciples did.

After the Holy Spirit came to live in their hearts, they began to
fell everyone the good news of Jesus. First, fo the people living in
Jerusalem, then out to their nearby neighbors, they went with the
gospel.

The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many, and they turned from
their sins and trusfed in Jesus as their Savior. These new believers
joined the disciples as they gathered together. Sundays hadbecome
their celebration day, too. God's people were growing in number.
Their praises were getting louder!
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9. Then, further and further away they went to tell the good news
of Jesus to others in faraway places.

The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many of these people, too.
They turned from their sins and trusfed in Jesus as their Savior.
Little churches of believers sprung up everywhere. Sundays had
become their celebration day, too.

74



‘00} ‘App UoIIgE[Ed JIBY] BW0d3d Py SABPUNS “9JYMA JOAD
dn Bunuds sJaansieq Jo SOYDUNYD DL UOIADS JIBY| SO SNSS Ul PajShd) pub SUIS JidY} Wody
paudn} Aay] oo} ‘s|doad asayj Jo Aubw Jo sjdoay ayj ul paydom Jluds AjoH ay] ‘seopjd Abmbuby
Ul SJ9YJO O} SNS9 JO SMau poob a3y} |B) o} Jusm Asyl AbMb Jayjdng pub Jayldng ‘UsYy| b|

» )

75



20. Since then, God's people keep on spreading the good news of
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit keeps on working in hearts.

And what do God's people keep doing on Sundays?

They keep on gathering together fo celebrate that most wonderful
Sunday when Jesus rose from the dead. Their numbers keep
growing and their praises get louder, as more people put their faith
in Jesus. And this his is why we gather fogether foday: fo celebrate
how Jesus proved He beat sin and death for God's people on that
wonderful Sunday, long ago!
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15.1 Simple Story Scenes
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15.1 Simple Story Scenes
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15.1 Simple Story Scenes
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15.1 Simple Story Scenes
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N

. agi>

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible

God’s people gather together to learn from the Bible. There is no other book like it. It alone is God's Word. It is
the best place to find out about God and how to obey Him. But that’s not all! The Bible is not just words that
God’s people listen to and learn from. God’s Word is powerful! The Holy Spirit works inside of people as they
hear God's Word. He uses it to help them turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. This is how
we become God’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is “conversion.”) And, He uses it to help us to know God
better, to give us hope, and to obey Him. This is how we live as God’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is
“discipleship.)

Sometimes God'’s people learn from the Bible in little groups. (You are probably learning about the Bible in one
of these right now!) But the most important way God’s people learn from God’s Word is when they all gather
together as a congregation and listen to a godly man preach from the Bible. The Bible calls these men, pastors
(or elders). God has called them to preach God’s Word and to lead God'’s people in living for Him. What a great
gift they are to God'’s people!

The pastor stands in front of the congregation (God’s people gathered together). He reads to them from the
Bible and explains what it means. He helps them understand how to live it out. (The big, Bible word for this
is “expositional preaching”) The Holy Spirit helps the pastor and the congregation as they study God’s Word
together.

Itis very important for God’s people to hear the Bible when they gather together. God uses it to work powerfully
in their lives. We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God
can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”

Learn a Little: “Devote yourself to the reading of Scripture.”’

Meaning

God’s people gather together to worship God and love one another. And what book tells them how to do this
best of all? God’s Word, the Bible! The Bible helps God's people know how God wants them to live; and, it is
powerful to help them live that way. No wonderful God’s people devote themselves to the Bible. They want
their leaders to read it to them and to teach them what it means when they gather together. It alone is God’s
Word! We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God
can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for giving us the Bible and godly
leaders to teach it to us.

C God, sometimes we don't want to learn from the Bible. Sometimes, we don’t want to listen to the pastors
preach from Your Word. There are other things we would rather do. We need a Savior!

T God, thankYou for not leaving us on our own, but giving us Your Word, the Bible, to learn from and to live by.
Thank You for all the people in church who help us understand Your Word and live it out. Thank You for our
pastors and teachers.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love
Your Word and learn it. Help us live it out. Help our pastors and teachers to teach us well about You. In Jesus'’
name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story

The Case of the Faithful Leader
Acts 16:1; 1 & 2 Timothy

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2
Big Q& A 15 Song
Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1
Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Devote Yourself 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: An Overseer Must Be Titus 1:6-9, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: Open My Eyes Psalm 119:18,72-73, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: | Have Stored Up Your Word Psalm 119:11,15-16, ESV
Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: If Anyone Loves Me John 14:23, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons __[ace  takeout  Pf
The Case of the Faithful Leader . ?'“:"?
Acts 16:1; 1 & 2 Timothy of BOB
Story-telling Tips
Ahead of time:
1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and prepare storyboard figures/Story Scenes, if using. (In Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard figures/Story Scenes, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues/hold up Story Scenes as you tell the story. Allow the children
to help you put them on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Faithful Leader. Here is your listening assignment.” Read from Detective
Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

| need to know:

1. Who was the pastor chosen to care for the believers in Ephesus?
2. What did Paul tell him to be faithful to do for those believers?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”’

| need to know:
1. Whom did Paul write to when he was in prison and about to die?
2. What did Paul tell this person to be faithful to do for the believers in Ephesus?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a cake, Paul, a car, a letter, a coat, and God's Word.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2.Who did Paul thank God for? What did Paul asked God to help this person do?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”’

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P2
The Case of the Faithful Leader Acts 16:1; 1 & 2 Timothy

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Paul was an old man who was about to die. His enemies had put him in jail for telling people about Jesus,
and now they planned to kill him. Paul sat in his cold cell making the best of the little time he had left. Even
in jail, Paul found ways to love God and His people.

Can you think of what he could do?

Paul prayed. He shared the good news of Jesus with the soldiers who guarded him and with many others.
And, he wrote letters to the little churches of believers in many places.

Paul’s life in jail was very different from what it used to be. Paul had been a missionary. He travelled to
many faraway places, preaching the good news of Jesus to all who would listen. Many people turned away
from disobeying God and trusted in Jesus as their Savior when they heard Paul preach. Soon, there were
little churches of these new Christians all over. They gathered together each week to worship God and love
one another.

Godly leaders were chosen to take care of the members of each little church gathering. Some of these
leaders were called “deacons.” They were used by God to serve their little church in a special way. They
spent their time caring for the needs of others in the church. Men like Stephen made sure everyone had
enough to eat. Women like Phoebe spent her life serving the believers, too.

Other godly leaders were men called “pastors” or “elders. These men were used by God to serve their
little church by teaching God’s Word and leading everyone in loving God and living for Him. Sometimes,
these pastors brought words of comfort to those who were discouraged. Sometimes, they warned those
forgetting to live for God and urged them to turn away from their sins. They prayed for God to help them
all. And, they preached God’s Word when the Christians in each little church gathered together.

A young man named Timothy would become one of these godly pastors.

Paul met Timothy on one of his traveling trips and asked him to be his helper. Mile after mile, Timothy
walked with Paul. Up mountains and down valleys. Over land and over sea. Through every kind of weather.
To every kind of people.

There were happy, friendly people who wanted to hear about Jesus, and welcomed them. And, there were
angry, fierce people who hated Paul, and wanted to make him stop telling about Jesus. They hurt Paul, and
sent him to live in cold, prison cells. Timothy stayed by Paul through it all.

But most of all, it was the love in Timothy’s heart that made him such a good helper for Paul. Timothy had
a heart devoted to God and His good plans. Timothy loved God’s Word and knew it well. He loved God, and
Paul, and God'’s people so much, that he put them first, instead of himself! So, you can see why Paul loved
Timothy so much, and why Timothy was such a good helper for Paul. After a while, Paul treated Timothy
not just as a helper, or even a very good friend, but like Timothy was his very own son.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Yes, Timothy was a big help to Paul, but did you know that Paul was a big help to Timothy, too? As Timothy
travelled with Paul, he was listening and learning. He listened to Paul preach from God’s Word and share
the good news of Jesus. He saw many people turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior.

Timothy listened to Paul teach these new believers how to live as Jesus’ disciples. Paul taught them how to
love God and live for Him their whole lives. Timothy listened to Paul use God’s Word to comfort sad people
and to warn others who had stopped living for God. Timothy watched Paul pray for the little churches to
stay faithful and grow.

And as Timothy listened and watched, God was preparing him for His plans for him. Can you guess what
God planned for Timothy to be?

Can you guess?

A pastor, himself!

One day, Paul and Timothy came to city of Ephesus. They had come to check up on the little church of be-
lievers there. Uh oh, Paul could see there was a problem! This little church of believers needed a good pas-
tor. Who could help them? Who knew God’s Word well enough to help them grow to worship God and love
one another the way God wanted them to? None of the new believers in the little Ephesus church could do
this yet.

Perhaps there was no one in the little church who could be their pastor, but there WAS someone with Paul
who could stay and lead them. Can you guess who?

Can you guess?
It was Timothy!

“Timothy, would you stay and care for this little church of believers?” Paul asked Timothy. “You are young,
but | know that God will help you do a good job preaching the Bible and leading them,” he said. Timothy
agreed to stay. He would miss Paul, but he was happy to help. The little church in Ephesus was happy, too.
Now, they had a godly pastor who could help them love God and live for Him. Paul was so glad that he
could leave the little church in Ephesus under Timothy’s care.

But now, so many years had passed since Paul left Timothy in Ephesus. What a lot of journeys Paul had tak-
en since then. What a lot of people got to hear the good news of Jesus and trusted in Him as their Savior!
Little churches of new believers gathered every Sunday, where there used to be none. God had filled Paul’s
years with good things.

But, oh, what troubles had come to Paul along with those blessings! Preaching the good news of Jesus was
no easy thing. It was why Paul was in jail in Rome, alone, shivering in the cold, and soon to die.

Paul longed to see that dearest, closest friend of his. What was his name?
Can you tell me?

Timothy! Paul missed his dear Timothy so very much! Paul wanted him to come and care for him. Paul
wanted him to bring him his heavy cloak to keep him warm, and his books and papers, so he could study.
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Bible Story for Big QUC‘StiOﬂ 15, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons ﬁ

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics

Paul wondered if he would get to see Timothy again before he died. He hoped he would. But Ephesus was
so far away from Rome! And there were were no telephones or even postmen back then. How could Paul
tell Timothy he needed him? What could Paul do?

Can you think of what Paul could do?

Paul could write to Timothy and find someone to take it to him. And even if Timothy could not get to Rome
before he died, at least Paul could give him one last message. And so, that’s what he did.

Before long, a messenger was on his way to Ephesus with Paul’s letter. Walk, walk, walk, he went. At last,
after many days, he handed the letter to Timothy to read. Timothy was so happy to hear from Paul. How he
missed Paul and loved him! Here was news, at last!

Timothy eagerly opened the letter and read.
“Timothy, my dear son,” Paul started.“l thank God every time | think of you. | long with tears to see you. Do
your best to come to me soon.”

“Here are some important things | want you to remember that will help you lead the little church in
Ephesus,” Paul wrote. “You were my helper for many years. You watched me preach about Jesus from the
Bible. You watched people try to get me to stop talking about Jesus by hurting me,” Paul wrote. “You saw
how God gave me strength to keep on preaching, and loving, and caring for all the Christians in the little
churches we went to. Don’t forget what you saw me do! Do these same things for the people in your little
church.”

“Keep on learning God’s Word! Keep on preaching God’s Word!” Paul told Timothy. “Sometimes this will be
really hard. Sometimes people won’t want to hear what the Bible says. But keep on teaching it to them,
no matter what!” Paul urged Timothy. “Only the Bible is God’s Word. It makes God’s people ready for
everything God wants them to do.”

“Don’t forget these things, and please, come see me soon --before winter comes. Paul.”

Did Timothy ever make it to see Paul before he died? We don’t know. But we DO know that Timothy did
what Paul wanted him to do most of all: be a good pastor for the little church in Ephesus and teach them
God'’s Word.

92



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P5

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to know:

1. Who was the pastor chosen to care for the
believers in Ephesus? Timothy.

2.What did Paul tell him to be faithful to do for those
believers? Paul told Timothy to be faithful to preach
God’s Word to them and help them keep on loving God
and living for Him.

For You and Me:

Paul encouraged Timothy to be faithful to teach God'’s
Word to the believers who gathered together as a
little church in Ephesus. By being faithful like this, God
could use Timothy powerfully. Timothy could help the
believers know how to keep on loving God and living
for Him. When we go to church and listen to faithful
teachers tell us about God's Word, God can use it to
help us to love Him and live for Him, too. And the very
first thing that every faithful teacher hopes and prays
that you will do when you hear God’s Word is to turn
away from your sins and trust in Jesus as your Savior.
This is how we become God'’s people. It is the best, first
step in loving God and living for Him.

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV:

“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation, to teaching.”

| need to know:

1. Whom did Paul write to when he was in prison
and about to die? Timothy.

2. What did Paul tell this person to be faithful to do
for the believers in Ephesus? Paul told Timothy to be
faithful to preach God’s Word to them and help them
keep on loving God and living for Him.

For You and Me:

Paul encouraged Timothy to be faithful to teach God'’s
Word to the believers who gathered together as a
little church in Ephesus. By being faithful like this, God
could use Timothy powerfully. Timothy could help the
believers know how to keep on loving God and living
for Him. When we go to church and listen to faithful
teachers tell us about God's Word, God can use it to
help us to love Him and live for Him, too. And the very
first thing that every faithful teacher hopes and prays
that you will do when you hear God’s Word is to turn
away from your sins and trust in Jesus as your Savior.
This is how we become God'’s people. It is the best, first
step in loving God and living for Him.
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Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They were: a cake, Paul, a car, a letter, a coat, and God'’s
Word. Hold each of them up for the children to see as you
identify them.

I need to know:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two
don’t? Paul, the letter, the coat and God's Word belong.
The cake and the car do not.

2. Who did Paul thank God for? What did Paul asked
God to help this person do? Paul thanked God for
Timothy. To keep being a good pastor to the people in
Ephesus, but also to come and comfort him before he
died.

For You and Me:

Paul thanked God for giving him Timothy. Timothy had
been such a good helper to him; and, Timothy now was
a faithful leader to the believers in Ephesus, who Paul
cared about so much. We, too, should thank God for the
faithful leaders he gives us. They help us know God’s
Word and know how to live it out. We can ask God to
help those leaders teach us well. And, we can ask God
to work in our hearts as we listen to the leaders at our
church teach from God's Word. We can ask God to use
these leaders and His Word to turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior. That's how we can be-
come God'’s people, too.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Why Do God’s People Go to Church?

To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible!

Why do God'’s people go to church? To worship God
and love one another... by learning from God's Word,
the Bible! God’s people love the Bible. Each time they
gather together, they want to learn more from it.
The Bible is how they learned they were sinners who
deserved God’s punishment for disobeying Him, and of
God'’s rich mercy in sending Jesus to be our Savior. It
tells how Jesus lived a perfect life and offered it on the
cross as the full payment for the sins of God's people.
And, how He rose from the dead on the third day,
beating sin and death for them. The Bible tells us how
we can become God's people by turning away from our
sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. And, how we
can know and love God better, and live for Him. Ask
God to use the Bible to teach you and help you do these
things, too. He loves to answer this prayer!

Close in prayer.



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the
Church. We praise You for giving us the Bible and
godly leaders to teach it to us.

C God, sometimes we don't want to learn from the
Bible. Sometimes, we don't want to listen to the
pastors preach from Your Word. There are other
things we would rather do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for not leaving us on our own, but
giving us Your Word, the Bible, to learn from and to
live by. Thank You for all the people in church who
help us understand Your Word and live it out. Thank
You for our pastors and teachers.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to
love Your Word and learn it. Help us live it out. Help
our pastors and teachers to teach us well about You.
In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Questfion

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see, and
say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 15:

Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
and the Answer is:
To Worship God and Love One Another!

Meaning:

A churchis God’s people gathering together. Some churches
meet in special buildings. Some churches meet in homes.
Some meet outside. No matter where they meet, when
God’s people gather together, they are a church. When God'’s
people gather together as a church, they worship God. They
worship Him for being the one, true God who is not like
anyone else. They worship Him for saving them through
Jesus. They sing songs and pray to God. They listen to the
Bible and learn how to obey it. God’s people also gather
together to love one another. They talk with each other, and
take care of each other, and pray for each other. The Bible
tells us that God'’s people are to meet together often. It tells
us that when they gather together, Jesus will be there with
them in a special way. We can be God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we
will gather together with God'’s people to worship God and
love one another, too!

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:“

BigQ & A5 Song

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)

Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?

Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to

love one another!

DDD 15 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit's Bible Truths

“ToWorship God and Love One Another”isagood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So, it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell
us more about why God'’s people go to church.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our six Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the six truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look, say...

“Ok, we've learned one truth about what Jesus. It’s this one:
“By Praising God for Jesus'Win over Death” (point to pictures
as you identify each Bible Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible
Truth Clue sign and see if we can figure out which of these
six truths we will be learning about today. Who would like to
get it out of the Big Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you. Hold up the front side for the
children to see.

DDD 15 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Learning from God’s Word, the 2222 1”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What is the name of God’s Word? It starts
with a“B” and it rhymes with “tribal.”

Can you guess? It's “Bible”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Learning from God'’s Word, the BIBLE!"”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

God’s people gather together to learn from the Bible. There is no
other book like it. It alone is God’s Word. It is the best place to find
out about God and how to obey Him. But that’s not all! The Bible
is not just words that God'’s people listen to and learn from. God’s
Word is powerful! The Holy Spirit works inside of people as they
hear God’s Word. He uses it to help them turn away from their sins
and trust in Jesus as their Savior. This is how we become God’s
people. (The big, Bible word for this is “conversion.”) And, He uses
it to help us to know God better, to give us hope, and to obey Him.
This is how we live as God'’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is
“discipleship.)

Sometimes God'’s people learn from the Bible in little groups. (You
are probably learning about the Bible in one of these right now!)
But the most important way God’s people learn from God’s Word
is when they all gather together as a congregation and listen to a
godly man preach from the Bible. The Bible calls these men, pastors
(or elders). God has called them to preach God’s Word and to lead
God’s people in living for Him. What a great gift they are to God'’s
people!

The pastor stands in front of the congregation (God's people
gathered together). He reads to them from the Bible and explains
what it means. He helps them understand how to live it out. (The
big, Bible word for this is “expositional preaching.”) The Holy Spirit
helps the pastor and the congregation as they study God’s Word
together.

It is very important for God’s people to hear the Bible when they
gather together. God uses it to work powerfully in their lives. We can
be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. God can use His Word to work powerfully in our
lives, too.

DDD 15, Bible Truth 2--Back!
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Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold
it up for all the children to see, then say:

1 Timothy 4:13 tells us:

1 Timothy 4:13
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation, to teaching.”

Learn a Little: “Devote yourself to the reading of Scripture.”

What does that mean?

God’s people gather together to worship God and love one
another. And what book tells them how to do this best of all?
God’s Word, the Bible! The Bible helps God’s people know
how God wants them to live; and, it is powerful to help them
live that way. No wonderful God’s people devote themselves
to the Bible. They want their leaders to read it to them and
to teach them what it means when they gather together. It
alone is God’s Word! We can become God’s people when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God
can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let’s see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure
out. Would someone like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
Devote Yourself:
| Timothy 43, ESV

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 27

Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself.

To the public reading of Scripture,
Exhortation, and teaching,
To the public reading of Scripture,
Exhortation, and teaching.

Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself.
First Timothy Four, thirteen.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let's see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out.
Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 15.2 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Detectivesl!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Faithful Leader:”

| need to find out:

l. Who was the pastor chosen to care for the believers
in Ephesus?

AND

2. What did Paul tell him fo be faithful fo do for those
believers?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, "Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Who was the pastor chosen to care for the believers in Ephesus?
Timothy.

2. What did Paul tell him to be faithful to do for those believers? Paul
told Timothy to be faithful to preach God’s Word to them and help them
keep on loving God and living for Him.

For You and Me:

Paul encouraged Timothy to be faithful to teach God'’s Word to the believers
who gathered together as a little church in Ephesus. By being faithful like
this, God could use Timothy powerfully. Timothy could help the believers
know how to keep on loving God and living for Him. When we go to church
and listen to faithful teachers tell us about God’s Word, God can use it to
help us to love Him and live for Him, too. And the very first thing that every
faithful teacher hopes and prays that you will do when you hear God's Word
is to turn away from your sins and trust in Jesus as your Savior. This is how
we become God’s people. It is the best, first step in loving God and living for
Him.

DDD 15.2 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Faithful Leader:”

Our Bible verse is | Timothy H:3, ESV
“Devote yourself fo the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation, to feaching.”

| need tfo find out:

l. Whom did Paul write fo when he was in prison and
about fo die?

AND

2. What did Paul tell this person to be faithful to do for the
believers in Ephesus?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to
teaching”

1. Whom did Paul write to when he was in prison and about to die?
Timothy.

2. What did Paul tell this person to be faithful to do for the believers in
Ephesus? Paul told Timothy to be faithful to preach God'’s Word to them and
help them keep on loving God and living for Him.

For You and Me:

Paul encouraged Timothy to be faithful to teach God'’s Word to the believers
who gathered together as a little church in Ephesus. By being faithful like
this, God could use Timothy powerfully. Timothy could help the believers
know how to keep on loving God and living for Him. When we go to church
and listen to faithful teachers tell us about God’s Word, God can use it to
help us to love Him and live for Him, too. And the very first thing that every
faithful teacher hopes and prays that you will do when you hear God's Word
is to turn away from your sins and trust in Jesus as your Savior. This is how
we become God’s people. It is the best, first step in loving God and living for
Him.

DDD 15.2 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Faithful Leader.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the sfory.
They are: a cake, Paul, a car, aletter, a coat, and God's
Word.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need to know:

l. Which four belong in the story and which two don't?
2. Who did Paul thank God for? What did Paul asked
God fo help this person do?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?

Paul, the letter, the coat and God’s Word belong. The cake and the car do not.
2. Who did Paul thank God for? What did Paul asked God to help this
person do? Paul thanked God for Timothy. To keep being a good pastor to
the people in Ephesus, but also to come and comfort him before he died.

For You and Me:

Paul thanked God for giving him Timothy. Timothy had been such a good
helper to him; and, Timothy now was a faithful leader to the believers in
Ephesus, who Paul cared about so much. We, too, should thank God for the
faithful leaders he gives us. They help us know God's Word and know how
to live it out. We can ask God to help those leaders teach us well. And, we
can ask God to work in our hearts as we listen to the leaders at our church
teach from God’s Word. We can ask God to use these leaders and His Word to
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. That’s how we can
become God’s people, too.

DDD 15.2 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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. Paul was an old man who was about fo die. His enemies had put
him in jail for teling people about Jesus, and now they planned to
Kill him. Paul sat in his cold cell making the best of the little time he
had left.
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2. Even in jail, Paul found ways tfo love God and His people. Paul
prayed. He shared the good news of Jesus with the soldiers who
guarded him and with many others. And, he wrote letfers fo the
little churches of believers in many places.
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3. Paul's life in jail was very different from what it used fo be.

Paul had been a missionary. He travelled fo many faraway places,
preaching the good news of Jesus to all who would listen.

Many people turned away from disobeying God and frustfed in
Jesus as their Savior when they heard Paul preach. Soon, there
were little churches of these new Christians all over. They gathered
fogether each week to worship God and love one another.
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H. Godly leaders were chosen to fake care of the members of each
little church gathering.

Some of these leaders were cadlled “deacons.”

They were used by God to serve their little church in a special way.
They spent their time caring for the needs of others in the church.
Men like Stephen made sure everyone had enough to eat. Women
like Phoebe spent their days serving the needs of others in so many
ways, too.
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5. Other godly leaders were men called “pastors” or “elders. These
men were used by God tfo serve their little church by feaching God's
Word and leading everyone in loving God and living for Him.

Somelimes, these pastors brought words of comfort to those who
were discouraged. Sometimes, they warned those forgetting to live
for God and urged them to tfurn away from their sins. They prayed
for God to help them dll. And, they preached God's Word when the

Christians in each little church gathered together.
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6. A young man named Timothy would become one of these godly
pastors.
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1. Paul met Timothy on one of his traveling trips and asked him o be
his helper. Mile after mile, Timothy walked with Paul. Up mountains
and down vadlleys. Over land and over sea. Through every kind of
wedather. To every kind of people.
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8. There were happy, friendly people who wanted fo hear about
Jesus, and welcomed them. And, there were angry, fierce people
who hated Paul, and wanted to make him stop felling about Jesus.
They hurtPaul, and sent him to live in cold, prison cells. Timothy stayed
by Paul through it dill.

130



‘Ie J ybnodayj |nbd Aq paAbjs Ayjowl] “s|j9> uosidd ‘pjod ul aA)| o} Wiy JUss pub ‘|nbd JJny Asy|
'snsa Jnogp Bulja) dojs wiy axow o} pajupm pub ‘nibd pajoy oym sjdoad anuaiy ‘A JBub adom ausy)
‘PUy “WdYJ pawodeMm pub 'snsa jhogp Jbay o} pajubm oym aidoad Ajpusidy ‘Addby atem auay] ‘g




4. But most of dll, it was the love in Timothy's heart that made him
such a good helper for Paul.

Timothy had a heart devoted fo God and His good plans. Timothy
loved God's Word and knew it well. He loved God, and Paul, and God's
people so much, that he put them first, instead of himself!
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0. So, you can see why Paul loved Timothy so much, and why Timothy
was such a good helper for Paul. After a while, Paul treated Timothy
not just as a helper, or even a very good friend, but like Timothy
was his very own son.
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I. Yes, Timothy was a big help fo Paul, but did you know that Paul
was a big help to Timothy, foo?

As Timothy travelled with Paul, he was listening and learning. He
listened fo Paul preach from God's Word and share the good news
of Jesus. He saw many people turn away from their sins and trust
in Jesus as their Savior:
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13. One day, Paul and Timothy came fo city of Ephesus. They had
come to check up on the little church of believers there.

Uh oh, Paul could see there was a problem! This little church of
believers needed a good pastor. Who could help them? Who knew
God's Word well enough tfo help them grow to worship God and
love one another the way God wanted them fo? None of the new
believers in the little Ephesus church could do this yet.
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13. One day, Paul and Timothy came fo city of Ephesus. They had
come to check up on the little church of believers there.

Uh oh, Paul could see there was a problem! This little church of
believers needed a good pastor. Who could help them? Who knew
God's Word well enough tfo help them grow to worship God and
love one another the way God wanted them fo? None of the new
believers in the little Ephesus church could do this yet.
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4. Perhaps there was no one in the little church who could be their
pastor, but there WAS someone with Paul who could stay and lead
them. Can you guess who?

It was Timothy! “Would you stay and care for this little church of
believers?” Paul asked Timothy. “You are young, but | know that God
will help you do a good job preaching the Bible and leading them,”
he said.
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I5. Timothy agreed fo stay. He would miss Paul, but he was happy to
help.

The little church in Ephesus was happy, too. Now, they had a godly
pasfor who could help them love God and live for Him. Paul was so
glad that he could leave the little church in Ephesus under Timothy'’s
care.
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6. But now, so many years had passed since Paul left Timothy in
Ephesus.

What a lot of journeys Paul had tfaken since then. What a lot of
people got to hear the good news of Jesus and trusfed in Hm
as their Savior! Little churches of new believers gathered every
Sunday, where there used fo be none. God had filled Paul's years
with good things.
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I7.But, oh, what troubles had come fo Paul along with those blessings!
Preaching the good news of Jesus was no easy thing. It was why
Paul was in jail in Rome, alone, shivering in the cold, and soon fo die.

Paul longed fo see that closest friend of his: Timothy! Paul missed
his dear Timothy so very much! Paul wanted him to come and care
for him. Paul wanfed him to bring him his heavy cloak fo keep him
warm, and his books and papers, so he could study.
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18. Paul wondered if he would get fo see Timothy again before he
died. He hoped he would. But Ephesus was so far away from Romel
And there were no telephones or even postmen back then. How
could Paul tell Timothy he needed him?

What could Paul do? Paul could wrife to Timothy and find someone
fo take it fo him. And even if Timothy could not get fo Rome before
he died, at least Paul could give him one last message. And so, that’s
what he did.
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I9. Before long, a messenger was on his way to Ephesus with Paul's
letter. Walk, walk, walk, he went. At last, after many days, he handed
the letter to Timothy fo read.

Timothy was so happy fo hear from Paul. How he missed Paul and
loved him! Here was news, at last! Timothy eagerly opened the letter
and read. “Timothy, my dear son,” Paul startfed. “l thank God every
fime | think of you. | long with fears to see you. Do your best fo come
fo me soon.”
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20. “Here are some important things | want you to remember that
will help you lead the little church in Ephesus,” Paul wrote.

“You were my helper for many years. You wailched me preach
about Jesus from the Bible. You watched people try to get me to
stop talking about Jesus by hurting me,” Paul wrofe.

“You saw how God gave me strength to keep on preaching, and
loving, and caring for dll the Christians in the little churches we went
fo. Don't forget what you saw me dol Do these same things for the
people in your little church.”
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2l. “Keep on learning God's Word! Keep on preaching God's Word!"
Paul told Timothy.

“Sometimes this will be redlly hard. Sometimes people won't want o
hear what the Bible says. But keep on teaching it to them, no matter
what!” Paul urged Timothy.

“Only the Bible is God's Word. It makes God's people ready for
everything God wants them to do. Don't forget these things and
please, come see me soon --before winter comes. Paul.”
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22. Did Timothy ever make it fo see Paul before he died? We don't
Know.

But we DO know that Timothy did what Paul wanted him to do most
of dll: be a good pastor for the little church in Ephesus and feach
them God's Word.
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not
give up meeting together” Hebrews 10:24-25

Bible Truth 3 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

When God’s people gather together, they make special promises to believe God's Word and to care for each
other. They promise to help each other keep on loving God and living for Him.

How do God’s people help each other keep these promises? They help each other love God and live for Him.
They tell each other about their lives—the many happy things, the sad things, even their sins and their struggles.
They pray for each other and remind each other of the truths in God’s Word. They want to help everyone to
keep growing in their life with God.

But they also care for each other’s needs. They share their money and their things when someone is hungry
or has lost their job. They visit each other when they are sick. They cheer each other up when they are sad or
lonely. They want to help everyone to be well-cared for.

God gives each little church special leaders that help them care for each other, too. He gives them pastors/
elders to teach them God's Word and help them live it out. They comfort those who are scared and weak. They
strengthen those who are struggling with sin. They pray for all.

God gives each little church special leaders called deacons, too. Deacons help everyone to better care for each
other’s needs. They spend extra time finding out what people need and helping them get it.

Jesus told God’s people to love each other and take care of each other just as He has loved and taken care of
them. If they do this, Jesus promised that others will see their love and know that they are God's people. They
will praise God for how wonderful He is and want to become His people, too. We can become God'’s people
when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: John 13:34-35
“A new commandment | give to you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another”

Learn a Little: “Love one another. As | have loved you”

Meaning

A commandment is a big rule God tells us to obey! What does Jesus command His people to do? To love one
another like He has loved them! Wow! That's a lot of love! Only with God’s help can God’s people do that! But
when they do, others will know that they really are God’s people! We can become God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2
Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your kindness and love
shown through Your people caring for each other.

C God, sometimes we don't want to go to church and care for the needs of others. Sometimes we just want to
take care of our own needs. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for giving Your people to each other to care for their needs. Thank You for all the people in
church who care for our needs.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your
people! Help us to care for others when we gather at church. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Copycats
John 13-15, 18-20; Acts

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3

Big Q& A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: A New Commandment John 13:34-35, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: There Are Different Kinds of Gifts 1 Corinthians 12:4,12,27, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: As Each Has Received a Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Gift, Gift, Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV (other version)

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Encourage One Another 1 Thessalonians 5:11,13-15, ESV
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Build One Another Up 1 Thessalonians 5:11,13-15, ESV
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Let Us Hold Fast Hebrew 10:23-25, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: On the First Day of Every Week 1 Corinthians 16:2, HCSB
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: An Overseer Must Be Titus 1:6-9, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Love Is Patient 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 usewithali THREE lessons  flace  takeout Py
The Case of the Copycats . ?'“:"?
John 13-15, 18-20; Acts of BOB
Story-telling Tips
Ahead of time:
1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and prepare storyboard figures/Story Scenes, if using. (In Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard figures/Story Scenes, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues/hold up Story Scenes as you tell the story. Allow the children
to help you put them on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Copycats. Here is your listening assignment.” Read from Detective Dan’s
Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

A copycat is a nickname for someone who tries to act like someone else.
| need to know:

1.Who were the people who tried to act like someone else?

2. And who was the someone they try to look like? Why?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is John 13:34-35, ESV
“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”

I need to know:
1. What was Jesus’ love for His people like?
2. Who wanted to obey Jesus’ command to love one another as He had loved them?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a little meal; the Holy Spirit in a heart; a doll; Pastor Peter; a can of soda; and some money.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. Who prayed for each other and cared for each other’s needs?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan'’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”’

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P2

The Case of the Copycats
John 13-15, 18-20; Acts
Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)
The sun was setting as Jesus and his disciples gathered for supper. It would be their last meal together,
their last hours together, before “IT” happened. What was “IT”?

What do you think the “IT” was that was about to happen?
Enemies would come and take Jesus. He would suffer and die on the cross for the sins of God’s people.

Jesus knew “IT” was about to happen, but His disciples did not. With only a little time left to teach and
prepare them, what did Jesus want them to remember? And how would He tell them?

What do you think Jesus would use teach them?

Jesus would use FEET and FOOD, right there at the table, to teach them.

Now, feet are always dirty, but they were especially so in Jesus’ world. There were no cars back then and
very few stone roads. It was walk, walk, walk on sandy, muddy, dirty ground. Camels and donkeys shared
with roads, adding more stuff to step in. And, since people wore sandals or went barefoot, you can imagine
just how yucky your feet could get. Yes, feet were yucky things and washing them was an everyday, before
each meal, dirty business. And so dirty, that only you or your lowest servant would ever touch your feet.

Imagine how horrified the disciples were when Jesus got up from the table that night and began to wash
their feet! “Teacher, never wash my feet!” Peter exclaimed. The others agreed. Jesus was God’s Son. He
shouldn’t use His holy, perfect life to clean their dirty, yucky feet!

But Jesus just kept washing. “You can have no part in what I'm doing, if | don’t wash your feet,” Jesus told
Peter. This was a teaching picture about the “IT” Jesus was about to do for them the next day, when He
would give up His life on the cross to clean the sin from their hearts. It was something only He could do for
them.

Jesus had taught them with feet, now He would teach them more about “IT” with food. Jesus took the
bread and wine and gave them to his disciples as two more teaching pictures.“This is my body, broken for
you,” He told them, as He held out the bread to them to eat.“This is my blood, poured out for you,” He told
them, as He held out the wine for them to drink. These were pictures of what Jesus would do that next day
for them. On the cross, Jesus’ body would be broken, and His blood would be poured as the full payment
for the sins of God’s people. Jesus would use His holy, perfect life to clean the sin from their hearts.

Why would Jesus do such a thing? Why would He suffer and die for God’s people? There is only one reason:
love. Love for God, His Father. And love for God’s people. This was God’s plan to save His people. This was
the only way. And, as much as Jesus did not like to hurt and suffer, He loved His Father and God’s people
even more.

“l am about to go away,” Jesus told His disciples. “I am making the way for you and all of God’s people to
come to God. | am going to prepare a place for you to live with God forever. One happy day, | will come back

for you to take you home to be with Me,” Jesus told them.

“Don’t be upset. I'm not leaving you alone. | am sending you a special Comforter-- the Holy Spirit,” Jesus
promised them. “He will live in your hearts. He will keep us close. He will give you power to do everything

God wants you to do,” Jesus explained.

But what DID God want them to do? It went back to that one word for everything Jesus did.
Can you guess what that word is?

That one word was “love.”
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

4

“Show your love for Me by obeying everything I've taught you,” Jesus told His disciples.“Love one another
as | have loved You. | have loved you so much that | am even going to suffer and die on the cross to be the
Savior you need. There is no greater love than that! Now | want you to love each other that much, too!”
Jesus told them. “And when you care for each other’s needs like this, others will know that you really are
My disciples and God’s people,” He promised them.

Soon everything happened just as Jesus said it would. Soldiers came that night and arrested Jesus. The
next day, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for the sins of God’s people. Then, friends came for His body,
wrapped it in sweet-smelling spices and clean, white linen, and buried Him in a cave grave. It looked like it
was the end for Jesus, but was it?

What do you think?

No, it was not! On Sunday, the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. He appeared to His disciples and taught
them many things. Then He went up, up, up through the clouds to rule in heaven. Jesus was gone. Was His
help gone, too?

What do you think?

No, it was not! Just as Jesus promised, He sent the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of His disciples. And with
the Holy Spirit’s help, they lived out what Jesus had told them to do.

“Love Me by obeying My commands! Love one another as | have loved you!” Jesus had told them. So, they
spread the good news in love.“Turn away from disobeying God. Trust in Jesus as your Savior. Be baptized,”
they urged all who would listen.

The Holy Spirit helped the listeners believe. The little church of Christians grew from eleven to 120 to over
3000 people in just a few weeks!

“Love Me by obeying My commands! Love one another as | have loved you!” Jesus had told them. So, they
gathered together in love for God and for each other. Peter and Jesus’ other disciples led the believers as
their pastors/elders. They preached from God’s Word. They comforted those who were scared and weak.
They warned those who were forgetting how Jesus wanted them to live. They helped everyone live out
Jesus’ commands. Their loving leadership was God'’s good gift to His Church.

Every day, and especially on Sundays, the little church gathered together. As they gathered, the Holy
Spirit worked in their hearts and encouraged them. They learned from God’s Word. They fellowshipped
and prayed together. They shared stories about the amazing things God was doing and urged each other
to keep on loving God and living for Him. They ate the Lord’s Supper together --the special meal of bread
and wine that Jesus gave them to eat together to remember His death. They sang praised to their great
God. Oh, how they wanted to worship and love the LORD together, just as Jesus told them to! And the Holy
Spirit helped them do this.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

But they didn't just worship and love the LORD. They loved one another like Jesus did, too. And so, when
they gathered together, they promised to care for each other’s needs.

Why, these believers shared everything they had with each other—food, clothes, houses, money...
EVERYTHING! And if anyone needed anything, they would sell their things and buy whatever was needed.
Some people, like Stephen, Philip, and Phoebe were chosen by the church to be deacons. These godly men
and women led the little church in caring for the sick, old, and needy among them. They would make sure
that no one was overlooked. Oh, how they wanted to love each other, as Jesus told them to! And with the
help of God’s Holy Spirit, they did.

What glad and giving hearts those first Christians had! How they loved God and one another! And as they
did, guess who else noticed?

Can you guess?

Everyone around them!“Look at these people! How they love God and one another! This is something very
special,” they exclaimed.

And so it was. For WHO did this church of believers look like, as they loved God and loved one another?
Their Savior, Himself. Can you tell me His name?

Can you tell me?
It’s Jesus!
“If you like what you see in us, it’s because of Jesus!” the believers explained.“He has saved us and filled us

with His Holy Spirit. He’s the One changing our hearts and helping us love God and one another. Let us tell
you about Him and how you can become God'’s people, too!” they exclaimed.

Many years have passed since those first believers gathered together. Some things have changed since
those early days, but the most important things have not. Many years have passed since those first
believers gathered together. Some things have changed since those early days, but the most important
things have not. Jesus still calls His people to keep His commands and to love one another. He still wants
them to share the good news of the gospel with everyone. And, He still wants them to gather together each
week to worship God and love one another.

As they do, the Holy Spirit will keep working in God’s people, helping them look like Jesus to others. “Tell

us about Jesus who helps you love like this!” these people will say, and hopefully as they hear the good
news of Jesus, they will trust in Him as their Savior, too!
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3

P5

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

I need to know:

A copycat is a nickname for someone who tries to
act like someone else.

1. Who were the people who tried to act like
someone else? Jesus' followers, God's people.

2. And who was the someone they try to look like?
Why? They tried to look like Jesus by how they loved
God and loved each other.

For You and Me:

God’s people want to love each other as Jesus has
loved them. They love being a part of God’s care for
His people. And, when God’s people love like Jesus,
they help others see what God is like, and be a part of
God's plan to tell them the good news of Jesus. We can
become God's people, too, when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then He will work
in our hearts and help us love God and love others, too.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is John 13:34-35, ESV

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one
another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love
one another. By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

I need to find out:

1. What was Jesus’ love for His people like? He chose
to put their needs first. He loved them so much that He
was willing to suffer and die in their place, for their sins.
There is no greater love than this!

2, Who wanted to obey Jesus’ command to love one
another as He had loved them? Who helped them
do this? Jesus' followers did! The Holy Spirit living in
their hearts helped them.

For You and Me:

God’s people want to love each other as Jesus has
loved them. They love being a part of God’s care for
His people. And, when God’s people love like Jesus,
they help others see what God is like, and be a part of
God’s plan to tell them the good news of Jesus. We can
become God’s people, too, when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then He will work
in our hearts and help us love God and love others, too.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a little meal; the Holy Spiritin a heart;
a doll; Pastor Peter; a can of soda; and some money.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The little meal, the Holy Spirit in a heart, Pastor Peter,
and the money belong. The doll and the can of soda
do not.

2. Who prayed for each other and cared for each
other’s needs? Jesus’' followers, God’s people.

For You and Me:

God’s people want to love each other as Jesus has
loved them. They love being a part of God’s care for
His people. And, when God’s people love like Jesus,
they help others see what God is like, and be a part of
God’s plan to tell them the good news of Jesus. We can
become God'’s people, too, when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then He will work
in our hearts and help us love God and love others, too.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Why Do God’s People Go to Church?

To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

Why do God’s people go to church? To worship God and
love one another... by taking care of each other’s needs.

God’s people love to tell others the good news of Jesus.
Why? Because the greatest need that all people have is
for God to forgive their sins! You see, we all have chosen
to turn away from God and disobey His good laws. We
don’t deserve His love or to be His people. We deserve
His punishment instead. How sad!

But God, in His great mercy, has provided us a way to
be forgiven our sins and to become His people. How?
Through His Son, Jesus. Jesus came to earth and lived
a perfect life. On the cross, He chose to suffer and die,
giving up His life as the full payment for sins. On the
third day, Jesus rose up from the grave. He had done
it! He had beaten sin and death for God’s people! Now,
all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior receive God's forgiveness. This is how they
become God'’s people forever. God can help you do this,
too! Ask Him to help you! He loves to answer this prayer.
Close in prayer.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your
people, the Church.We praise You for Your kindness
and love shown through Your people caring for
each other.

C God, sometimes we don't want to go to church
and care for the needs of others. Sometimes we
just want to take care of our own needs. We need
a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for giving Your people to each
other to care for their needs. Thank You for all the
people in church who care for our needs.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us
Your people! Help us to care for others when we
gather at church.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Questfion

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see, and
say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 15:

Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
and the Answer is:
To Worship God and Love One Another!

Meaning:

A churchis God’s people gathering together. Some churches
meet in special buildings. Some churches meet in homes.
Some meet outside. No matter where they meet, when
God’s people gather together, they are a church. When God'’s
people gather together as a church, they worship God. They
worship Him for being the one, true God who is not like
anyone else. They worship Him for saving them through
Jesus. They sing songs and pray to God. They listen to the
Bible and learn how to obey it. God’s people also gather
together to love one another. They talk with each other, and
take care of each other, and pray for each other. The Bible
tells us that God'’s people are to meet together often. It tells
us that when they gather together, Jesus will be there with
them in a special way. We can be God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we
will gather together with God'’s people to worship God and
love one another, too!

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:“

BigQ & A5 Song

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)

Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?

Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to

love one another!

DDD 15 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit's Bible Truths

“ToWorship God and Love One Another”isagood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So, it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell
us more about why God'’s people go to church.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our six Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the six truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned two truths about why God’s people go
to church. They are: “By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over
Death” and “By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible” (point
to pictures as you identify each Bible Truth). Now let’s look at
our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we can figure out which of
these six truths we will be learning about today. Who would
like to get it out of the Big Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 15 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Caring for Each Other’s 22221”

We're missing a word. Here is the hint for the missing word.
It says: “This word means “something we have to have! It
starts with an “N”and it rhymes with “seeds.”

Can you guess? The answer is: “Needs".

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:

(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

When God’s people gather together, they make special promises to
believe God’s Word and to care for each other. They promise to help each
other keep on loving God and living for Him.

How do God'’s people help each other keep these promises? They help
each other love God and live for Him. They tell each other about their
lives—the many happy things, the sad things, even their sins and their
struggles. They pray for each other and remind each other of the truths
in God’s Word. They want to help everyone to keep growing in their life
with God.

But they also care for each other’s needs. They share their money and
their things when someone is hungry or has lost their job. They visit each
other when they are sick. They cheer each other up when they are sad or
lonely. They want to help everyone to be well-cared for.

God gives each little church special leaders that help them care for each
other, too. He gives them pastors/elders to teach them God’s Word and
help them live it out. They comfort those who are scared and weak. They
strengthen those who are struggling with sin. They pray for all.

God gives each little church special leaders called deacons, too. Deacons
help everyone to better care for each other’s needs. They spend extra
time finding out what people need and helping them get it.

Jesus told God's people to love each other and take care of each other just
as He has loved and taken care of them. If they do this, Jesus promised
that others will see their love and know that they are God’s people. They
will praise God for how wonderful He is and want to become His people,
too. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 15, Bible Truth 3--Back
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Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold
it up for all the children to see, then say:

John 13:34-35 tells us:

John 13:34-35, ESV

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one
another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another”

Learn a Little: “Love one another: just as | have loved you.”

What does that mean?

A commandment is a big rule God tells us to obey! What
does Jesus command His people to do? To love one another
like He has loved them! Wow! That’s a lot of love! Only with
God'’s help can God’s people do that! But when they do,
others will know that they really are God’s people! We can
become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let's see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure

out. Would someone like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
A New Commandment:
John [3:34-35, ESV

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 32

A new commandment | give to you,
A new commandment | give to you,
Love one another!
Love one another!
Love one another!

By this all will know that you are My disciples,
By this all will know that you are My disciples,
Love one another!
Love one another!
Love one another!

John Thirteen, thirty-four and thirty-five.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let's see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out.
Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 15.3 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Detectivesl!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
The Case of the Copycats

A copycat is a nickname for someone who tries fo act
like someone else.

| need tfo find out:

l. Who were the people who tried fo act like someone
else?

AND

2. And who was the someone they try tfo look like?
Why?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

An eyewitness is someone who knows something is true because he watches
it happen.

I need to know:

1. Who were the people who tried to act like someone else? Jesus’
followers, God’s people.

2. And who was the someone they try to look like? Why? They tried to
look like Jesus by how they loved God and loved each other.

For You and Me:

God’s people want to love each other as Jesus has loved them. They love
being a part of God’s care for His people. And, when God’s people love like
Jesus, they help others see what God is like, and be a part of God'’s plan to tell
them the good news of Jesus. We can become God’s people, too, when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then He will work in
our hearts and help us love God and love others, too.

DDD 15.3 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
The Case of the Copycats

Our Bible Verse is John [3:34-35, ESV

“A new commandment | give fo you, that you love one
another: just as | have loved you, you dlso are to love
one another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

| need tfo find out:

l. What was Jesus'’ love for His people like?

AND

2. Who wanted to obey Jesus' command to love one
another as He had loved them?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is John 13:34-35, ESV

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

I need to find out:

1. What was Jesus’ love for His people like? He chose to put their needs
first. He loved them so much that He was willing to suffer and die in their
place, for their sins. There is no greater love than this!

2. Who wanted to obey Jesus’ command to love one another as He had
loved them? Who helped them do this? Jesus’followers did! The Holy Spirit
living in their hearts helped them.

For You and Me:

God's people want to love each other as Jesus has loved them. They love
being a part of God'’s care for His people. And, when God’s people love like
Jesus, they help others see what God is like, and be a part of God'’s plan to tell
them the good news of Jesus. We can become God'’s people, too, when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then He will work in
our hearts and help us love God and love others, too.

DDD 15.3 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
The Case of the Copycats

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the sfory.
They are: a little medl; the Holy Spirit in a heart; a doll;
Pastor Peter; a can of soda; and some money.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. Who prayed for each other and cared for each
other's needs?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. Atthe
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

The little meal, the Holy Spirit in a heart, Pastor Peter, and the money belong.
The doll and the can of soda do not.

2. Who prayed for each other and cared for each other’s needs? Jesus’
followers, God’s people.

For You and Me:

God'’s people want to love each other as Jesus has loved them. They love
being a part of God’s care for His people. And, when God’s people love like
Jesus, they help others see what God is like, and be a part of God'’s plan to tell
them the good news of Jesus. We can become God’s people, too, when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then He will work in
our hearts and help us love God and love others, too.

DDD 15.3 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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. The sun was setting as Jesus and his disciples gathered for supper.
It was their last meal fogether, their last hours together, before “IT"
happened.

What was “IT"? Enemies would come and fake Jesus. He would suffer
and die on the cross for the sins of God's people.
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2. Jesus knew “IT" was about to happen, but His disciples did not.
With only a little time left to teach and prepare them, what did
Jesus want them to remember? And how would He fell them?

Jesus would use FEET and FOOD, right there at the tfable, fo teach
them.
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3. Now, feet are always dirty, but they were especidlly so in Jesus’
world.

There were no cars back then and very few stone roads. It was
walk, walk, walk onsandy, muddy, dirty ground. Camels and donkeys
shared with roads, adding more stuff to step in. And, since people
wore sandals or went barefoot, you can imagine just how yucky
your feet could get.

Yes, feel were yucky things and washing them was an everyday,
before each meadl, dirty business. And so dirty, that only you or
your lowest servant would ever fouch your feet.
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H.Imagine how horrified the disciples were when Jesus gotf up from
the fable that night and began fo wash their feet!

“Teacher, never wash my feet!” Peter exclaimed. The others agreed.
Jesus was God's Son. He shouldn't use His holy, perfect life fo clean
their dirty, yucky feet!
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S. But Jesus just kept washing.

“You can have no part in what I'm doing, if | don't wash your feet,”
Jesus told Peter. This was a teaching picture about the “IT" Jesus
was about to do for them the next day, when He would give up His
life on the cross to clean the sin from their hearts. It was something
only He could do for them.
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6. Jesus had taught them with feet, now He would feach them more
about “IT" with food. Jesus took the bread and wine and gave them
fo his disciples as two more teaching pictures.

“This is my body, broken for you,” He fold them, as He held out the
bread fo them to eat. “This is my blood, poured out for you," He told
them, as He held out the wine for them fo drink.

208



"YUIJP O} Wiay} Jo4 aulM a8y} |no pjsy aH sb ‘Wiay} pjo} 8H .'noA Jo4 jno paunod
‘poojg Awl si SIY],, "} 0} Wiay} o} padd 3y} jno pjey aH sk ‘wisyj plo} oH .'NoA Joj uayodd ‘Apodq Awl
si SIy],, 'sednjoid Buiyooa) adow oM} sb sa|didsip SIY 0} Wiayj AL pub auIM pub poadd 9y} Joo)
SNS3 P00 YUM .. 1], JnOgd 2Jow Way} Yoba} pjnom aH Mo ‘|94 YUM wisy] Jybnb} poy snsaf 9

JUDUSAO)

NoA Joj TSl
usyoug oorc! A
Apog Al 19 AW

209



1. These were pictures of what Jesus would do that next day for
them.

On the cross, Jesus' body would be broken, and His blood would
be poured as the full payment for the sins of God's people. Jesus
would use His holy, perfect life fo clean the sin from their hearts.
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8. Why would Jesus do such a thing? Why would He suffer and die
for God's people?

There is only one reason: love. Love for God, His Father. And love
for God's people. This was God's plan fo save His people. This was
the only way. And, as much as Jesus did not like fo hurt and suffer,
He loved His Father and God's people even more.
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9. “l am about fo go away,” Jesus fold His disciples. “l am making the
way for you and dll of God's people fo come to God. | am going to
prepare a place for you fo live with God forever. One happy day, |
will come back for you fo take you home to be with Me,” Jesus told
them.
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0. “Fm not leaving you adlone. | am sending you a special Comforter,
the Holy Spirit,” Jesus promised them. “He will live in your hearts.
He will keep us close. He will give you power to do everything God
wants you to do,” Jesus explained.

But what DID God want them fo do? It went back to that one word
for everything Jesus did: love.
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. “Show your love for Me by obeying everything I've faught you,”
Jesus told His disciples.

“Love one another as | have loved You. | have loved you so much
that | am even going to suffer and die on the cross fo be the Savior
you need. There is no greater love than that!”

“Now, | want you to love each other that much, tool* Jesus fold them.
“And when you care for each other's needs like this, others willknow
that you redlly are My disciples and God's people,” He promised
them.
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12. Soon, everything happened just as Jesus said it would.

Soldiers came that night and arrested Jesus. The next day, Jesus
suffered and died on the cross for the sins of God's people. Then,
friends came for His body, wrapped it in sweet-smelling spices and
clean, white linen, and buried Him in a cave grave.

It looked like it was the end for Jesus, but was it?
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13. No, it was notf!
On Sunday, the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. He appeared
fo His disciples and faught them many things. Then He went up, up,

up through the clouds fo rule in heaven.

Jesus was gone. Was His help gone, foo?
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4. No, it was notl

Just as Jesus promised, He sent the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts
of His disciples. And with the Holy Spirit's help, they lived out what
Jesus had told them fo do.
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5. “Love Me by obeying My commands! Love one another as | have
loved you!" Jesus had fold them.

So, they spread the good news in love. “Turn away from disobeying
God. Trust in Jesus as your Savior. Be baptized,” they urged all who
would listen.

The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many. The little church of
Christians grew from |l fo 120 to over 3000 people in just a few weeks!
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6. “Love Me by obeying My commands! Love one another as | have
loved youl” Jesus had told them. So, the church gathered together
in love: love for God and for each other.

Peter and Jesus’ other disciples led the believers as their pastors/
elders. They preached from God's Word. They comforted those who
were scared and weck. They warned those who were forgetting
how Jesus wanted them to live. They helped everyone live out Jesus’
commands. Their loving leadership was God's good gift to His Church.
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I7. Every day, and especially on Sundays, the little church gathered
fogether.

As they gathered, the Holy Spirit worked in their hearts and
encouragedthem.TheylearnedfromGod's Word.Theyfellowshipped
and prayed fogether. They shared stories about the amazing things
God was doing and urged each other fo keep on loving God and
living for Him.
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18. They ate the Lord's Supper together --the special meal of bread
and wine that Jesus gave them to eat together to remember His
death. They sang praised to their great God.

Oh, how they wanted to worship and love the LORD together, just as
Jesus told them to! And the Holy Spirit helped them do this.
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9. But they didn't just worship and love the LORD. They loved one
another like Jesus did, too.

And so, when they gathered fogether, they promised to care for
each other’s needs. Why, these believers shared everything they
had with each other-food, clothes, houses, money... EVERYTHING!
And if anyone needed anything, they would sell their things and
buy whatever was needed.
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20. Some people, like Stephen, Philip, and Phoebe were chosen by
the church fo be deacons.

These godly men and women led the little church in caring for the
sick, old, and needy among them. They would make sure that no
one was overlooked. Oh, how they wanted to love each other, as
Jesus told them to! And with the help of God's Holy Spirit, they did.
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2. What glad and giving hearts those first Christians had! How they
loved God and loved one another! And as they did, guess who else
noticed? Everyone around them.

“Look at these people! How they love God and love one another! This
is something very special,” they exclaimed. And so it was. For WHO
did this church of believers look like, as they loved God and loved
one another? Their Savior, Himself. Jesus!
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22. “If you like what you see in us, it's because of Jesus!” the believers
explained.

“He has saved us and filled us with His Holy Spirit. He's the One
changing our hearts, helping us love God and one another. Come
gather with us! Let fell you about Jesus, and how you can become
God's people, fool” they exclaimed.
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23. Many years have passed since those first believers gathered
fogether. Some things have changed since those early days, but
the most imporitant things have not.

Jesus still calls His people to keep His commands and to love one
another. He slill wants them fo share the good news of the gospel
with everyone. And, He still wants them fo gather together each
week to worship God and love one another.
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24. And as they do, the Holy Spirit will keep on working in God's
people, helping them look like Jesus fo others.

“Tell us about Jesus who helps you love like this!” these people will
say, and hopefully as they hear the good news of Jesus, they will
trust in Hm as their Savior, too!
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DIEEP IDOWWIN
DETECIIVES |
& ———X_— >
Visual Aids

Unit 15,
Bible Truth 4




About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N

. agi>

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Bible Truth 4 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Telling What God Has Done and Praying!

When God’s people gather together, they share with each other wonderful things God has done. They remind
each other of the great things God did long ago in Bible times: how God always kept all His promises and
did mighty things to save His people. They hear stories about how God has been at work around the world,
bringing many other people to put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. They share with each other how God has
been at work in their lives, caring for them and helping them live for Him. Oh, how faithful God has been to His
people! Oh, how faithful God continues to be to them! All these stories of God’s goodness and faithful helps
them to keep on trusting God and living for Him.

But God's people don't just talk to each other about what God has done. They also talk to God about them! All
these stories ofthem. They praise and thank Him for what He has done. They confess ways they have disobeyed
Him and seek His forgiveness. They ask Him to do more great things, in their lives and around the world.

God delights in His people gathering together to pray. Jesus tells us in the Bible that when two or more of God’s
people are gathered together and praying that He will there with them in a special way. Whether on their own
or gathered together, God's people know God will always answer their prayers in the way He knows is best. We
can become God'’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Ephesians 6:18, HCSB

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and
intercession for all the saints.”

Learn a Little: “Pray at all times... for all the saints.”
Meaning

“Saints” is a big, Bible word for God’s people. God’s people pray when they gather together at church. They
praise God and they confess their sins to Him. They thank Him for all the ways He has cared for them. They ask
Him to do more great things and to help them to love Him and live for Him. There is so much to pray for!

Sometimes God’s people get tired of praying. Sometimes God’s plans take much longer than they want. It
would be easy to stop praying and give up. But there’s someone who helps God’s people keep on interceding
(a big Bible word for praying for others). Who is it? It's God, Himself. Yes, God’s Holy Spirit is at work inside of
each of them helping them even to talk to God. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your faithfulness to Your people
throughout all time.

C God, sometimes we don't want to hear about all the wonderful things You've done for Your people.
Sometimes, we don't want to pray for You to do more. We just want to think about ourselves and do what
we want to do. We need a Savior!

T God, thankYou for Your Word, the Bible, that tells us about the great things You did for Your people who lived
long ago. Thank You for all You do for Your people today, all around the world. Thank You for letting us hear
of Your mighty works, and for using them to help us to keep trusting in You and living for You. Thank You for
hearing our prayers to do even more.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior that we might
become Your people. Help us to love hearing about the mighty things You have done, long ago and today.
Help us to praise You more because of what You have done. Help us to trust You and live for You. Help us to
encourage others who gather together with us. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts

p.2

Bible Truth 4 Story
The Case of the Amazing Answer Acts 12:1-18

Songs Used in Bible Truth 4

Big Q& A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Pray, Pray, Pray Ephesians 6:18, HCSB
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: Take Up the Whole Armor Ephesians 6:13,16-18, ESV
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: Help Us 2 Corinthians 1:13, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 usewithaliTHREE lessons  Place - takeout Py
The Case of the Amazing Answer ?'“:"?
Acts 12:1-18 of BOB

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and prepare storyboard figures/Story Scenes, if using. (In Visual Aids book)

3. Practice telling story with the storyboard figures/Story Scenes, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues/hold up Story Scenes as you tell the story. Allow the children
to help you put them on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Amazing Answer. Here is your listening assignment.” Read from Detective
Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:
I need to find out:

1. Who was in trouble? Who prayed for him?

2. What was God’s amazing answer?

Detective Dan'’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is Ephesians 6:18, HCSB:

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and
intercession for all the saints.”

I need to find out:
1. What kinds of things did God’s people ask God to do?
2. How did God answer these prayers?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

They are: a flower, a servant girl, a rug, a jail, leaders, and an angel. Hold each of them up for the children to see as
you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in our story?
2. What amazing thing did God’s people ask God to do for Peter? How did God answer their prayers?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.

257



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons P2

The Case of the Amazing Answer Acts 12:1-18

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Life was exciting for Christians in the big city of Jerusalem. They told the good news of Jesus to all who
would listen. Many people not only listened but believed! THOUSANDS of people had turned away from
their sins and trusted in Him as their Savior, just weeks after Jesus had risen from the dead and gone to
heaven!

These new believers joined the other Christians as they gathered together as a church. This made the
Christians so happy! They wanted everyone to be saved from God’s punishment for their sins. They wanted
everyone to worship God and love one another. How exciting it was to see the Holy Spirit work in the
hearts of so many new people!

But life wasn't just EXCITING for these Christians. It was dangerous, too. For while the Christians were
happy about all these new believers, there were others in Jerusalem who were very, very angry about it.
These enemies would do whatever they could to STOP more people from believing in Jesus.

Perhaps angriest of all the angry people, were the important, Jewish leaders in Jerusalem. They did NOT
believe that Jesus was God'’s Son, the Savior. They thought Jesus was just a fake.

“We must stop those Christians from telling people about Jesus. They are ruining everything,” these
important leaders told each other. And so, they began to send soldiers to hurt the Christians and put them
in jail. They even began to kill some of them.

But no matter what those leaders did, the Christians kept on doing the very things those important
leaders did not want them to do. They gathered together to worship God: they prayed together, listened
to preaching from God'’s Word, the Bible, and shared with each other the amazing things God was doing.
They gathered together to love one another, too. They cared for each other’s needs, making sure everyone
had enough food, clothes, and anything else they needed. And when they left their gatherings, what did
they do? They kept on telling people about Jesus, that even more might be saved.

“GRRRR,” those important leaders were so mad! They must stop these Christians, but how? All Jerusalem
waited to see what would happen.

It didn’t take long to find out. Herod Agrippa, the Roman king over Jerusalem, had been looking for a way
to make friends with the Jewish leaders. The people of Jerusalem didn’t want a Roman king, and often
disobeyed him. But if Herod could make the Jewish leaders happy, they could help the people be happy
with him, too. Getting rid of these Christians was just the chance he was looking for. So, King Herod sent
his soldiers to arrest Christians. He even had them kill James, one of Jesus’ first disciples! Oh, no!

Now, the Christians were sad, and the Jewish leaders were happy. Herod liked this. His plan was working.
So, he decided to capture and maybe kill another, even more important leader of the Christians. You might
even be able to guess his name. It starts with a“P” and he was one of Jesus’ closest friends.

Can you tell me his name?

It was Peter! Yes, King Herod knew catching Peter would make those Jewish leaders really, REALLY happy!
No telling what Herod could get them to do for him, if he got rid of Peter. “Catch Peter and put him in jail,”
King Herod ordered his soldiers. And that’s just what they did. They found Peter and locked him up.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

“Guard Peter carefully! Chain him to two soldiers,” the soldiers were told. “And put two extra soldiers
outside the door of his jail room, just to be sure,” King Herold ordered. “We don’t want Peter to escape. |
will bring him out to the people in a few days and decide what should happen to him then. Perhaps | will
kill him like | did James,” Herod said.

What would the Christians do now? Their enemies were getting so strong. They had killed James, and now
Peter was in jail. What would they do if Herod killed him, too? Should they stop gathering together? Should
they stop telling people about Jesus? No, they SHOULDN'T! Could they try to get Peter out of jail? No, they
COULDN'T! Then what COULD they do???

What do you think will happen?

The believers knew what to do. They gathered together and asked for help from the One who could always
help. Do you know Who that was?

Can you guess?
It was God!!!!
So, the believers gathered together and prayed and prayed and prayed. “Please, God, help Peter to be

brave. Please, God, free him from jail. Please, God, help us to keep on telling people about Jesus,” they
asked Him.

Day after day, night after night, Peter stayed in jail. Day after day, night after night, the little church of
believers kept gathering together to pray for him. But still, nothing happened. Didn't God hear them?
Wasn’t He listening? Didn’t He care?

What do you think?

Yes, God heard them. He was listening, and He cared. But He was doing everything in His perfect way and
in His perfect time.

At last, it was the very night before King Herod would bring Peter out, and probably kill him. Once again,
the church gathered to pray--this time at Mary’s house (the mother of John Mark). “Please, God, make
Peter bold and brave. Please, God, free him from jail. And please, God, help us to keep on telling people
about Jesus,” they prayed. And at last, God answered their prayers with a.....

What do you think He answered their prayers with now? With a “yes” or a “no”?

With a great, big, amazing YES! Let’s see what God did.

Deep in the jail, Peter slept, still tied to two soldiers with chains. Outside his jail room, two soldiers still
kept guard. They wanted to make sure this night of all nights that Peter did not escape!

But suddenly, a light shone in the jail cell. God had sent someone to help Peter. Who could it be?
Who do you think?

It was an angel from heaven!
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

The angel struck Peter on the side and woke him saying, “Get up quickly!” “Clank!” off the chains fell from
Peter’s hands and to the ground, by God’s power. “Get dressed and put on your sandals,” the angel urged
Peter.“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.”

Peter did just what the angel said. He got dressed, then followed the angel through the door, right past
the guards, without anyone noticing them. Then “CREEAK!” the outer heavy, iron gate of the jail opened
for them, all by itself. Peter and the angel passed through the gate and into the dark streets of Jerusalem.
Isn’t God amazing!

Then, the angel left Peter as suddenly as he came. Peter stood alone in the dark, amazed. The LORD had
rescued him! He was free!

Where should Peter go? What should Peter do? Who should Peter tell?
Can you guess?

Peter knew EXACTLY where to go and what to do and who to tell! He would tell the other believers!

Peter made his way through the dark streets to the house where the believers gathered to pray. Oh, no!
The door was locked.“Knock, knock!” Peter rapped on the door of the gateway until Rhoda, the servant girl
came. “It's me! Let me in!” Peter whispered to her.

“It’s Peter! It’s Peter! | know his voice! God has rescued him,” Rhoda exclaimed. Rhoda ran to tell to the
others the good news, but was so excited that she forgot to let Peter in.

“You are crazy! It can’t be Peter! Peter is in jail!” they told her. How funny that the believers were praying
for God to rescue Peter, but didn’t believe He had really done it!

But when Peter kept knocking, and at last, they opened the door. It really WAS Peter! Peter motioned for
them to be quiet. He had escaped, but how long would it be before his enemies would come looking for
him? He must be careful!

Then, Peter shared with the little church the amazing way God had answered their prayers. No enemy

could stop God’s people with God answering their prayers! God’s plans would always win! How they all
praised God that night for all the amazing things that He had done!

260



Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4

P5

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. Who was in trouble? Who prayed for him? Peter
was in trouble. The little church of believers prayed for
him to be rescued.

2, What was God’s amazing answer? God sent an
angel to free Peter from jail and bring him safely back
to them.

For You and Me:

God is the same God today as He was back in Bible
times. He wants His people to keep on asking Him to
do amazing things. One of the first amazing things we
can ask Him to do is help us turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become
God'’s people. God loves to answer this prayer and many
other ones just as amazing!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Ephesians 6:18, HCSB:

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and
request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and
intercession for all the saints.”

1. What kinds of things did God’s people ask God to
do? To rescue Peter from being killed.

2, How did God answer these prayers? God sent an
angel to free Peter from jail and bring him safely back
to them.

For You and Me:

God is the same God today as He was back in Bible
times. He wants His people to keep on asking Him to
do amazing things. One of the first amazing things we
can ask Him to do is help us turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become
God'’s people. God loves to answer this prayer and many
other ones just as amazing!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:

Our six clues were: a flower, a servant girl, a rug, a jail,
leaders, and an angel. Hold each of them up for the
children to see as you identify them.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The servant girl, jail, leaders and angel belong. The
flower and the rug do not.

2. What amazing thing did God’s people ask God
to do for Peter? How did God answer their prayers?
They asked Him to rescue Peter from jail and from
being killed. God sent an angel to free Peter from jail
and bring him safely back to them.

For You and Me:

God is the same God today as He was back in Bible
times. He wants His people to keep on asking Him to
do amazing things. One of the first amazing things we
can ask Him to do is help us turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become
God’s people. God loves to answer this prayer and many
other ones just as amazing!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Why Do God’s People Go to Church?

To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Telling What God Has Done and Praying!

God'’s people especially love to share how God saved
them. Each one has a special story of how they heard
the good news of Jesus, turned away from their sins,
and trusted Jesus as their Savior. And it's no wonder
they love to tell their story because it is the best day of
their life!

We, too, can be God’s people when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior. It will be
the best day of our life, too! There’s nothing better than
being forgiven by God and having special closeness

with Him! Ask Him to help you have this!

Close in prayer.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the
Church. We praise You for Your faithfulness to Your
people throughout all time.

C God, sometimes we don't want to hear about all
the wonderful things You've done for Your people.
Sometimes, we don't want to pray for You to do
more. We just want to think about ourselves and
do what we want to do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for Your Word, the Bible, that tells
us about the great things You did for Your people
who lived long ago. Thank You for all You do for
Your people today, all around the world. Thank You
for letting us hear of Your mighty works, and for
using them to help us to keep trusting in You and
living for You. Thank You for hearing our prayers to
do even more.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior that we
might become Your people. Help us to love hearing
about the mighty things You have done, long ago
and today. Help us to praise You more because of
what You have done. Help us to trust You and live
for You. Help us to encourage others who gather
together with us.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Questfion

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see, and
say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 15:

Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
and the Answer is:
To Worship God and Love One Another!

Meaning:

A churchis God’s people gathering together. Some churches
meet in special buildings. Some churches meet in homes.
Some meet outside. No matter where they meet, when
God’s people gather together, they are a church. When God'’s
people gather together as a church, they worship God. They
worship Him for being the one, true God who is not like
anyone else. They worship Him for saving them through
Jesus. They sing songs and pray to God. They listen to the
Bible and learn how to obey it. God’s people also gather
together to love one another. They talk with each other, and
take care of each other, and pray for each other. The Bible
tells us that God'’s people are to meet together often. It tells
us that when they gather together, Jesus will be there with
them in a special way. We can be God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we
will gather together with God'’s people to worship God and
love one another, too!

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:“

BigQ & A5 Song

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)

Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?

Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to

love one another!

DDD 15 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit's Bible Truths

“ToWorship God and Love One Another”isagood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So, it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell
us more about why God'’s people go to church.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our six Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the six truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned three truths about why God'’s people go to
church. They are: “By Praising God for Jesus'Win over Death,’
“By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible,"and “By Caring for
Each Other’s Needs” (point to pictures as you identify each
Bible Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and
see if we can figure out which of these six truths we will be
learning about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big
Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 15 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Telling What God Has Done and 2222!”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What is the Bible word for talking with God?
It starts with a“p”and it rhymes with “playing.”

1. 1

Can you guess? It's “praying.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Telling What God Has Done and PRAYING!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

When God’s people gather together, they share with each
other wonderful things God has done. They remind each
otherofthe great things God did long ago in Bible times: how
God always kept all His promises and did mighty things to
save His people. They hear stories about how God has been
at work around the world, bringing many other people to
put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. They share with each
other how God has been at work in their lives, caring for
them and helping them live for Him. Oh, how faithful God
has been to His people! Oh, how faithful God continues to
be to them! All these stories of God’s goodness and faithful
helps them to keep on trusting God and living for Him.

But God’s people don't just talk to each other about what
God has done. They also talk to God about them! All these
stories ofthem. They praise and thank Him for what He has
done. They confess ways they have disobeyed Him and seek
His forgiveness. They ask Him to do more great things, in
their lives and around the world.

God delights in His people gathering together to pray. Jesus
tells us in the Bible that when two or more of God'’s people
are gathered together and praying that He will there with
them in a special way. Whether on their own or gathered
together, God’s people know God will always answer their
prayers in the way He knows is best. We can become God’s
people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 15, Bible Truth 4--Back
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Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Ephesians 6:18 tells us:

Ephesians 6:18, HCSB:
“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay
alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints.”

Learn a Little: “Pray at all times... for all the saints.”

What does that mean?

“Saints”is a big, Bible word for God'’s people. God’s people pray when
they gather together at church. They praise God and they confess
their sins to Him. They thank Him for all the ways He has cared for
them. They ask Him to do more great things and to help them to love
Him and live for Him. There is so much to pray for!

Sometimes God’s people get tired of praying. Sometimes God’s plans
take much longer than they want. It would be easy to stop praying
and give up. But there’s someone who helps God’s people keep on
interceding (a big Bible word for praying for others). Who is it? It's God,
Himself. Yes, God’s Holy Spirit is at work inside of each of them helping
them even to talk to God. We can become God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see
what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone

like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
Pray, Pray, Pray:
Ephesians 6:18, HCSB

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 43

Pray, pray, pray in the Spirit!
Pray in the Spirit, at all times,
With ev'ry prayer and request,
Pray, pray, pray in the Spirit!

And stay alert in this,

Stay alert with all perseverance,
And intercession for all the saints,
For all the saints,

Pray, pray, pray in the Spirit!
Ephesians Six, eighteen.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let's see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out.
Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 15.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Detectivesl!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Amazing Answer.”

| need tfo find out:
l. Who was in trouble? Who prayed for him?
AND

2. What was God's amazing answer?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1.Who was in trouble? Who prayed for him? Peter was in trouble. The little
church of believers prayed for him to be rescued.

2. What was God'’s amazing answer? God sent an angel to free Peter from
jail and bring him safely back to them.

For You and Me:

God isthe same God today as He was back in Bible times. He wants His people
to keep on asking Him to do amazing things. One of the first amazing things
we can ask Him to do is help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior. This is how we become God’s people. God loves to answer this
prayer and many other ones just as amazing!

DDD 15.4 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Amazing Answer:”

Our Bible Verse is Ephesians 6:8, HCSB:

“Pray at dll times in the Spirit with every prayer and
recuest, and stay dlert in this with all perseverance and
infercession for dll the saints.”

| need tfo find out:
l. What kinds of things did God's people ask God to do?

AND
2. How did God answer these prayers?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers! Thanks for your help!

Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also included at the end
of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: Ephesians 6:18, HCSB:
“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in
this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints.”

1. What kinds of things did God’s people ask God to do? To rescue Peter
from being killed.

2. How did God answer these prayers? God sent an angel to free Peter
from jail and bring him safely back to them.

For You and Me:

God is the same God today as He was backin Bible times. He wants His people
to keep on asking Him to do amazing things. One of the first amazing things
we can ask Him to do is help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior. This is how we become God’s people. God loves to answer this
prayer and many other ones just as amazing!

DDD 15.4 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Amazing Answer.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the sfory.
They are: a flower, a servant girl, arug, ajail, leaders,
and an angel.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. What amazing thing did God's people ask God to do
for Peter? How did God answer their prayers?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:
Our six clues were: an alligator; Jesus; a robber; a jail; sin; and a guitar.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The servant girl, jail, leaders and angel belong. The flower and the rug do
not.

2. What amazing thing did God’s people ask God to do for Peter? How
did God answer their prayers? They asked Him to rescue Peter from jail and
from being killed. God sent an angel to free Peter from jail and bring him
safely back to them.

For You and Me:

God is the same God today as He was back in Bible times. He wants His people
to keep on asking Him to do amazing things. One of the first amazing things
we can ask Him to do is ask Him to help us turn away from our sins and trustin
Jesus as our Savior. He loves to answer this prayer and many other ones just as

DDD 15.4 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment

276



Z pue | 'sainidid an|D 1uswubissy buiuaisi] € uossa +'S1L aad

A Servant Girl

A Flower

:

277




Sp1 10} 1 24n1d1d N[ dwubIssy Bulualsi € uossa +'SL adadd

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpB| 10} 7 2IN1dId AN Juswubissy buluaisi] € uossa] +'s1L aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

278



¥ pUe € ‘s21n1dld aNn|D JuaWuUbIssy BulualsiT € uossaT#'sL dad
s

A Jail

A R VOA RS L,
SR ﬁ;wa J@zf Js :

S
grslens

IR
5:@% %%ﬁ@

A Rug

w“ck
{fﬁt g?ff\hﬂ

%%;:@ii %&Vtggéfﬁ% géfﬁ@ Mgi &

et ,ﬁfﬁﬁ ,:"::‘5’ AT

279




Sp1 10} £21n1214 N[ BWUBISSY Bululsi € uossa +'SL Adad

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpD| 104 7 2IN1DId AN JudWUbBISSY Bulualsi] € uossa] +'S1L aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

280



9 pue G ‘sain1did an|D wuawubissy Bulualsi € uossaT v1'SL aad

3
@ \
-n

An Angel

Leaders

281




104 G 21N1D1d aND WBWUBISSY Buluais] € uossa +'S1 aad

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpB| 104 9 2IN1DId AN JudBWUBISSY Bulualsi] € uossa] +'SL aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

282



(610°K103>e)9s1ead 30 WNNOLIND
9Y) ul papnpuj aie suonsanb
uoissndsip pue Bujuajsi| Jow)

¢SJI9ApJId 9s3Y| JOMSUD P09 PIP MOH 7

¢op 0} pog s sjdoad spog pip sbuly} Jo spury oym 1|

«SJUIDS 3y} [0 JOF UOISSDJIBUI
pup adubJaASsIad [Io YpIM Siyl Ul oo Abjs pub ‘jsenbad
pub JaApbdd Adens ypm jaids syl ul sswy o o Abdd.

gSOH ‘89 subisaycy

24 JUswubissy
Buiuajsi
s.upQ SAld9e(

5,009 SOM JPUM T

283

¢Jamsup BuiZWP

fuy Jog pokpad ouMm ¢o|gnod} Ut s OUM \

| JuaWUBISSY
Buiusis
sup( aNRRRd

87l SIPY  JoMmsuy Buizowy ay} 0 asb) ay].,




. Life was exciting for Christians in the big city of Jerusalem. They
fold the good news of Jesus tfo all who would listen. Many people not
only listened but believed! THOUSANDS of people had turned away
from their sins and trusted in Him as their Savior, just weeks after
Jesus had risen from the dead and gone to heaven!
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2. These new believers joined the other Christians as they gathered
fogether as a church.

This made the Christians so happy! They wanted everyone to be
saved from God's punishment for their sins. They wanted everyone
fo worship God and love one another. How exciting it was to see the
Holy Spirit work in the hearts of so many new people!
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3. But life wasn't just EXCITING for these Christians. It was dangerous,
foo. For while the Christions were happy dabout dll these new
believers, there were others in Jerusalem who were very, very
angry dbout it.

These enemies would do whatever they could fo STOP more people
from believing in Jesus. Perhaps angriest of dll the angry people,
were the important, Jewish leaders in Jerusalem. They did NOT
believe that Jesus was God's Son, the Savior. They thought Jesus
was just a fake.
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H. “We must stop those Christians from telling people about Jesus.
They are ruining everything,” these important leaders told each
other. And so, they began fo send soldiers fo hurt the Christians
and put them in jail. They even began to kill some of them.
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5.But no matter what those leaders did, the Christians kept on doing
the very things those important leaders did not want them to do.

They gathered together to worship God: they prayed fogether,
listened to preaching from God's Word, the Bible, and shared with
each other the amazing things God was doing.
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6. They gathered fogether to love one another, foo.

They cared for each other’s needs, making sure everyone had
enough food, clothes, and anything else they needed. And when
they left their church gatherings, what did they do? They kept on
feling people about Jesus, that even more might be saved.

“GRRRR,"” those important leaders were so mad! They must stop
these Christians, but how? All Jerusadlem waited to see what would
happen.
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1. It didn't take long to find out.

Herod Agrippd, the Roman king over Jerusalem, had been looking
for a way fo make friends with the Jewish leaders. The people of
Jerusalem didn't want a Roman king, and often disobeyed him. But
if Herod could make the Jewish leaders happy, they could help the
people be happy with him, foo.

Getting rid of these Christians was just the chance he was looking
for. So, King Herod sent his soldiers fo arrest Christians. He even had
them kill James, one of Jesus' first disciples! Oh, no!
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8.Now, the Christians were sad, and the Jewish leaders were happy.
Herod liked this. His plan was working.

So, he decided fo capture and maybe kil another, even more
important leader of the Christians. You might even be able fo guess
his name. It starts with a“P" andhe was one of Jesus' closest friends.
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9. It was Peter! Yes,

King Herod knew calching Peter would make those Jewish leaders
redlly, REALLY happy! No tfeling what Herod could get them fo do for
him, if he got rid of Peler.

“Catch Pefer and put him in jail,” King Herod ordered his soldiers.
And that’s just what they did. They found Peter and locked him up.
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0. “Guard Peter carefully! Chain him to two soldiers,” the soldiers
were fold. “And put two extra soldiers outside the door of his jail
room, just fo be sure,” King Herold ordered. “We don't want Peter to
escape. | will bring him out to the people in a few days and decide
what should happen to him then. Perhaps | willkill himlike | did James,”
Herod said.
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Il. What would the Christians do now? Their enemies were getting so
strong. They had killed James, and now Peter was in jaiil.

What would they do if Herod killed him, too? Should they stop
gathering fogether? Should they stop feling people about Jesus?
No, they SHOULDN'T! Could they try fo get Peter out of jail? No, they
couLDN'T!

Then, what COULD they do???
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2. The believers knew what fo do. They gathered fogether and
asked for help from the One who could always help: the LORD!
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13. So, the believers gathered together and prayed and prayed.

“Please, God, make Peter bold and brave. Please, God, free him
from jail. Please, God, help us fo keep on felling people about Jesus,”
they asked Him.
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M. Day aftfer day, night after night, Peter stayed in jail. Day after
day, night after night, the little church of believers kept gathering
fogether fo pray for him. But sfil, nothing happened.

Didn't God hear them? Wasn't He listening? Didn't He care? Yes, God
heard them. He was listening, and He cared. But, He was doing
everything in His perfect way and in His perfect time.
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5. At last, it was the very night before King Herod would bring Peter
out, and probably kill him. Once again, the church gathered fo pray,
this time at Mary’s house (the mother of John Mark).

“Please, God, make Peter bold and brave. Please, God, free him
from jail. And please, God, help us fo keep on teling people about
Jesus,” they prayed. And at last, God answered their prayers...
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6. ...with a great, big, amazing YES! Let's see what God did.
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I7. Deep in the jail, Peter slept, sfill tied to two soldiers with chains.
Outside his jail room, two soldiers still kept guard. They wanted to
makKe sure this night of dll nights that Peter did not escape!

But suddenly, a light shone in the jail cell. God had sent someone 1o
help Peter. Who could it be?
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8. It was an angel from heaven!

The angel struck Peter on the side and woke him saying, “Get up
quickly!” “Clank!” off the chains fell from Peter's hands and to the
ground, by God's power.

“Get dressed and put on your sandails,” the angel urged Pefer. “Wrap
your cloak around you and follow me.”
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9. Peter did just what the angel said. He got dressed, then followed
the angel through the door, right past the guards, without anyone
noticing them.

Then, “CREEAK!" the outer heavy, iron gate of the jail opened for
them, dll by itself. Pefer and the angel passed through the gate and
info the dark streets of Jerusalem. Isn't God amazing!
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20. Then, the angel left Pefer as suddenly as he came.

Peter stood dlone in the dark, amazed. The LORD had rescued him!
He was freel Where should Peter go? What should Pefer do? Who
should Peter tell?

Peter knew EXACTLY where fo go and what fo do and who fo felll He
would fell the other believers!
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2l. Peter made his way through the dark streets to the house where
the believers gathered to pray. Oh, no! The door was locked.

“Knock, knock!" Peter rapped on the door of the gateway until
Rhodda, the servant girl came. “lIt’'s mel Let me in!" Pefer whispered
fo her.

“lt's Pefer! It's Pefer! | know his voicel God has rescued him,” Rhoda
exclaimed.
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22. Rhoda ran to fell to the others the good news, but was so excited
that she forgot to let Peter in.

“You are crazy! It can't be Peter! Peter is in jail” they told her. How
funny that the believers were praying for God fo rescue Peter, but
didn't believe God had redlly done it!

326



ill dUop AjpaJ pby po9 aAsijeq LUpIp |ng ‘Us8}9d an2sad o} pos Joj bulApbuad
aJdoM sJaAalRq aYy] JPYl Auung MOoH Uy plo} AdY} .jjibl Ul S| 18J9( j49)9d 99 L.UDD || jAZI0Jd 34D NOA,, ‘Ul
J9)9d 9| 0} JobJog ays |by} pajIdxd 0S SM Jnd ‘sMau poob ayj sJayjo 3y} o} |9} o} Ubd bpoyy ‘ZZ

327



23. But when Peter kept knocking, and at last, they opened the door.
It really WAS Pefer!

Peter motioned for them fo be quiet. He had escaped, but how long
would it be before his enemies would come looking for him? He
must be carefull
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24. Then, Peter shared with the little church the amazing way God
had answered their prayers.

No enemy could stop God's people with God answering their prayers!
God's plans would always win! How they dll praised God that night
for dll the amazing things that He had donel
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DIEEP IDOWWIN
DETECIIVES |

& ———X_— >
Visual Aids

Unit 15,
Bible Truth 5




About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N

. agi>

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 5 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Baptizing People Who Trust in and
Live for Jesus!

Jesus told His disciples to baptize everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Him as their Savior.
Baptism is a picture of the new life that begins when someone becomes a Christian. God has forgiven their sins
and made them His people. God has filled their hearts with His Holy Spirit and made it new. They are leaving
their old life behind and beginning a new life of living for Jesus.

Not just anyone gets baptized. Baptism is a big deal. The godly leaders at church want to make sure that the
person being baptized really understands the good news of Jesus and what it means to live as one of God's
people. Sometimes a person is ready to be baptized very soon. But sometimes, the leaders think it's best if the
person has more time to make sure that they really understand the good news of Jesus and are ready to live it
out. It may not feel good to be told to wait, but the leaders want to do what’s best for this person and what’s
best for the church.

On baptism day, God’s people gather together to watch, pray and celebrate. The person being baptized stands
up and shares the story of how he came to trust in Jesus as his Savior. He tells of his desire to live God’s way and
to gather together with God'’s people.

Then at last, it's baptism time! The new believer wades into the water with one of the pastors. The pastor holds
onto the person as they lean back into the water for a few seconds. This is to remember that Jesus died and
was buried for their sins. It's a picture that their old life of disobeying God is over. That life died with Jesus. Then,
the pastor helps him/her come up out of the water. This reminds them that Jesus rose from the dead for them.
He completely paid God’s punishment for the sins. He has forgiven them once and for all. With God’s help, they
are beginning a new life of knowing, loving and obeying God. Often, everyone claps and cheers as the new
believer comes up out of the water. They are so happy that someone else is telling the world that they are one
of God's people and want to live for Him forever. We can become one of God’s people when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: Acts 2:38, ESV

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

Learn a Little: “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Meaning:

What a wonderful gift God has given us in Jesus! Through Him, we can be forgiven our sins and can become God’s
people forever. What do we have to do to receive this gift? Repent of our sins (that is, turning away from wanting
to disobey God and live for Him instead) and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God promises to save all who come to
Him like this! And what happens when someone does this? God hears his prayers and forgives him. God puts His
Holy Spirit in their heart and they begin a whole new life with God.

God wants all who repent and believe in Jesus to be baptized as a special sign to everyone of what has happened
inside their heart. Their old way of living is gone. They are forgiven! They are saved! And now they belong to God

and live for Him! Have you ever been to a baptism?

We can become one of God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2
Bible Truth 5 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church, through Jesus. He is why we can become Your people.

C God, we know that we can never become Your people on our own. We have all turned away from You and
Your good ways. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for providing the way for us to become Your people through Jesus. Thank You for giving a
new life to all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him. Thank You for giving us baptism to help us
remember the new way of life You give to all who do this.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to one
day be able to stand before God’s people and tell the story of how You saved us. Help us to trust our leaders
to know when we are ready to be baptized and when we need to still wait and grow.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 5 Story
The Case of the Up and Down Sign Matthew 28; Acts 1-2, 8:35-36, 10:47, 16:14-15,31-34

Songs Used in Bible Truth 5

Big Q& A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: Repent, Repent and Be Baptized Acts 2:38-39, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: The Time Is Fulfilled Mark 1:15, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: The Time Mark 1:15, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 usewithall THReE lessons _ flace  takeout
The Case of the Up and Down Sign ?:::%".:7
Matthew 28; Acts 1-2, 8:35-36, 10:47, 16:14-15,31-34 of BOB

Story-telling Tips
Ahead of time:
1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and prepare storyboard figures/Story Scenes, if using. (In Visual Aids book)

P1

3. Practice telling story with the storyboard figures/Story Scenes, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:
1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues/hold up Story Scenes as you tell the story. Allow the children

to help you put them on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts

that might be new to them.
4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Up and Down Sign. Here is your listening assignment.” Read from

Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to find out:

1. What did Jesus tell new believers to do as a sign of their new life in God?
2. Why did they go up and down in the water when they did the special sign?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Acts 2:38, ESV
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

I need to find out:
1. Who repented of their sins? How did their lives look different?
2. What did they do as a sign that their lives have changed?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

They are: a banana, the Holy Spirit living in a heart, a Bible, water, a tree, and listeners.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. What did the new believers confess to God? How did they ask him to help them live?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,

“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan'’s

questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”’

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 use with all THREE lessons P2
The Case of the Up and Down Sign Matthew 28; Acts 1-2, 8:35-36, 10:47, 16:14-15,31-34

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

“Wait, then go!” Jesus told His disciples. “WAIT in Jerusalem until you receive God’s Holy Spirit. He will live
in your hearts and will give you the power to do everything God wants you to do,” Jesus told them.“Then,
GO! Go into all the world, to all peoples, everywhere. Tell them about Me.” Jesus told His disciples.

“Tell them to turn away from disobeying God and trust in Me as their Savior. Teach them everything I've
taught you. Baptize these new believers. This tells everyone that they are God’s people and My disciples.
They are choosing to turn away from their old life and now live to please God, instead,” Jesus said. “You
won’t see me anymore. I'm going to heaven now,” Jesus told His disciples.“But I still will be with you always

until | return to earth, at the end of time,” He promised.

And that’s just what happened. Jesus went up, up, up to heaven, and His disciples went back to Jerusalem
to wait for the Holy Spirit.

And wait, they did. One day, two days, three days, a week, even nine days! Still no Holy Spirit! Would He
ever come? Had Jesus forgotten His promise?

What do you think?

NO, Jesus had not forgotten. YES, the Holy Spirit would come. He was waiting for the perfect time: DAY
10, the Day of Pentecost. Suddenly, “Whoosh,” there was a sound like a great wind in the room. Then,
“Sparkle, sparkle,” something that looked like flames of fire appeared over their heads. After this grand
announcement, the Holy Spirit came quietly to live in the hearts of all the believers who gathered together
that day.

The Holy Spirit might have come quietly, but He came powerfully, too! He gave the believers strength and
courage and wisdom to do everything God wanted them to do.

The believers had waited. The Holy Spirit had come. Now what it was time to do? Can you remember what
Jesus told them to do?

Can you remember?

Now it was time to GO!

But, go WHERE?

Can you remember?
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)
Jesus told them to go to the whole world. And WHAT were they to take to the whole world? Can you tell me
what their special message was?

Can you tell me?

The good news of JESUS!

So, that’s what they did, starting right there in Jerusalem.“Jesus is God’s Son, come to save sinners from the
punishment they deserve from God,” Peter told a huge crowd in Jerusalem. “Turn away from disobeying
God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior!” he urged them. “Be baptized as a sign that God has forgiven you and
you are living a new life for Him.”

The Holy Spirit helped Peter tell the good news of Jesus that day. The Spirit worked in the hearts of the
listeners, too. Many people heard and believed. The Bible tells us about 3000 of them became God’s people
that one day! How wonderful!

When someone becomes one of God’s people, God works BIG changes in them. There’s a change of heart
on the INSIDE, and a change of life on the OUTSIDE. They are like brand-new people. Jesus gave God’s
people a special sign as a picture of this new beginning. Can you remember what it is?

Can you remember?

It's baptism. One by one, Peter led these new believers into the water to be baptized. “l baptize you in the
name of God, the Father, Jesus, the Son of God, and God, the Holy Spirit,” he told each person. Then, Peter
carefully lowered each down into the water. Down they went, as a picture of their old life gone and their
sins forgiven, taken away by Jesus when He died on the cross and was buried in a grave. Then a moment
later, Peter lifted them back up out of the water. Up they came, as a picture of their new life for God begun.
A new life given to them by Jesus, who rose from the dead. He had beaten sin and death for them. Now,
they would get to live forever with God!

Baptism was a big step for these believers. No, it didn’t save them from their sins, or make them God's
people. God saves all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior, whether they are
baptized or not. But, baptism WAS a very BIG sign. It told everyone: “They will show you what Jesus is like
and how God wants us to live, loving Him and loving one another.”

And others certainly did watch these new believers and all these baptisms. Enemies watched and were
angry.But many others watched, and when they saw the changed lives of these new believers, they wanted
to hear about Jesus, too.

Baptism was a sign of another very happy gift from God: the gift of a new family. God had made these new
believers a part of His family, the Church. Now, they were God’s children, and all the other believers were
their new, adopted brothers and sisters through Jesus. They gathered all together, listening to preaching
from God’s Word and learning how to live as God’s people. They praised God and cared for each other’s
needs. Oh, how the Church in Jerusalem was growing and enjoying new life in Jesus!

But Jerusalem was just the beginning of the “Go” Jesus had given them. Where else did Jesus tell them to
go and make disciples?

Can you tell me?

To the WHOLE WORLD! So, away they went!
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Philip went to the land of Samaria, just outside of Israel. The Holy Spirit helped him tell them the good news
of Jesus:“Jesus is God’s Son, come to save sinners from the punishment they deserve from God,” Philip told
the people of Samaria.”Turn away from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior! Be baptized as a sign

that God has forgiven you and you are living a new life for Him,” he urged them.

The Holy Spirit helped Philip tell the good news of Jesus that day, and He worked in the hearts of the
listeners, too. Many turned away from their sins, trusted in Jesus as their Savior and were baptized.

Philip gathered them together into a new, little church of believers. They listened to Philip preach God’s
Word, and they learned how to live as God’s people. They praised God together and cared for each other’s
needs. Oh, how the Church in Samaria was growing and enjoying new life in Jesus!

But Samaria wasn’t the ends of the earth. It was only the land next door to Israel. There were many more
people, in many other places, who needed to hear the good news of Jesus, too.

So, away went Paul and Barnabas, Timothy and Titus, over the mountains and across the sea, to tell these
people. “Jesus is God’s Son, come to save sinners from the punishment they deserve from God,” they told
all who would listen. “Turn away from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior! Be baptized as a sign
that God has forgiven you and you are living a new life for Him,” they urged everyone.

The Holy Spirit helped these men tell the good news of Jesus, and who else was He helping at the same
time?

Can you guess?

The Holy Spirit was helping the people listening, too. He gave them the gift of faith to hear and believe.

They turned away from their sins, trusted in Jesus as their Savior, and THEN what did they do?
Can you tell me?

They were baptized! Then, Paul and Barnabas, Timothy and Titus gathered together these new believers
into little churches. The believers listened to these pastors preach God’s Word, and they learned how to live
as God’s people. They praised God together and cared for each other’s needs. Oh, how the church in these
faraway places was growing and enjoying new life in Jesus!

Many years have passed since Jesus sent out those first Christians to share the gospel with the world. But
sadly, there are still so many people, in so many places, who have never about Jesus.

And that’s why Christians today are still obeying Jesus’ command to go. That’s why they are still telling
people to turn away from disobeying God and to trust in Jesus as their Savior. And, they are still baptizing
all who do, as a sign that they have been forgiven by God and are living a new life for Him.

And Christians will keep on going, and telling, and baptizing new believers until the Church has finished

growing and Jesus comes back. Then, at last, all of God’s people will be gathered all together, as one, big
family, to live with God forever. What a wonderful day that will be!
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5

P5

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:
1.What did Jesus tell new believers to do as a sign of
their new life in God? To be baptized.

2. Why did they go up and down in the water when
they did the special sign? They went down in the
water to remember that their sins had been buried
down in the grave with Jesus. They went up, out of the
water to remember that God had forgiven their sins and
was giving them new life with Jesus who rose up from
the dead. Jesus had beaten sin and death for them!

For You and Me:

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior, a day will come when we, too, will be
baptized. It will be a wonderful day of showing that we
are turning from our old life of living for ourselves and
have begun a new life of living for God, by the help of
His Holy Spirit.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Acts 2:38, ESV

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

1. Who repented of their sins? How did their lives
look different? The new believers repented of their
sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. The Holy Spirit
lived inside of them. He helped them to love God and
live for Him, instead of living their old way.

2. What did they do as a sign that their lives had
changed? They were baptized so the world could know
they were choosing to live as followers of Jesus.

For You and Me:

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior, a day will come when we, too, will be
baptized. It will be a wonderful day of showing that we
are turning from our old life of living for ourselves and
have begun a new life of living for God, by the help of
His Holy Spirit.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a banana, sin in a heart, a Bible,
water, a tree, and listeners.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The Holy Spirit living in a heart, the Bible, the water and
the listeners belong. The banana and the tree do not.
2..What did the new believers confess to God? How
did they ask Him to help them live? They confess their
sins to God. They asked God to help them love Him and
live for Him now.

For You and Me:

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior, a day will come when we, too, will be
baptized. It will be a wonderful day of showing that we
are turning from our old life of living for ourselves and
have begun a new life of living for God, by the help of
His Holy Spirit.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Why Do God’s People Go to Church?

To Worship God and Love One Another...

By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for Jesus!

Why do God'’s people go to church? To worship God
and love one another... by baptizing people who trust
and live for Jesus!

It is a very special day when one of God's people is
baptized. It’s a special time that show to others that
they have turned away from their sins and have trusted
Jesus as their Savior. Their baptism is a sign to the world
that their old way of life is gone. They are living for Jesus
now. How do we become God’s people? By turning
away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.
He will fill you with His Holy Spirit and you will know
Him in your heart. There will come a special day when
you get to be baptized and share with the church the
story of how God worked in your life and saved youl!
But even better than that day, will be the day when you
leave this life behind and go to live with God forever!
That will be best of alll God can help you do this, too!
Ask Him to help you! He loves to answer this prayer.

Close in prayer.
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Bible Story for Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the
Church, through Jesus. He is why we can become
Your people.

¢ God, we know that we can never become Your
people on our own. We have all turned away from
You and Your good ways. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for providing the way for us to
become Your people through Jesus. Thank You
for giving a new life to all who turn away from
their sins and trust in Him. Thank You for giving us
baptism to help us remember the new way of life
You give to all who do this.

s God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us
to one day be able to stand before God’s people
and tell the story of how You saved us. Help us to
trust our leaders to know when we are ready to be
baptized and when we need to still wait and grow.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.




g0§j0
®. .0
<L

1Nno aXD]

JubisS Jsmsuy pu

e UONSaND bIg 91 AAA

iJOYJOUD SUO 90| pub pos) diysdom o]

Y, \=
nr_u.h:r_u :

% o} of sicload s,p09 op AYm |2

m_ :o_._.mm_sc w_m

349



The Big Questfion

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see, and
say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 15:

Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
and the Answer is:
To Worship God and Love One Another!

Meaning:

A churchis God’s people gathering together. Some churches
meet in special buildings. Some churches meet in homes.
Some meet outside. No matter where they meet, when
God’s people gather together, they are a church. When God'’s
people gather together as a church, they worship God. They
worship Him for being the one, true God who is not like
anyone else. They worship Him for saving them through
Jesus. They sing songs and pray to God. They listen to the
Bible and learn how to obey it. God’s people also gather
together to love one another. They talk with each other, and
take care of each other, and pray for each other. The Bible
tells us that God'’s people are to meet together often. It tells
us that when they gather together, Jesus will be there with
them in a special way. We can be God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we
will gather together with God'’s people to worship God and
love one another, too!

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:“

BigQ & A5 Song

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)

Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?

Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to

love one another!

DDD 15 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit's Bible Truths

“ToWorship God and Love One Another”isagood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So, it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell
us more about why God'’s people go to church.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our six Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the six truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned four truths about why God'’s people go to
church. They are: “By Praising God for Jesus'Win over Death,’
“By Learning from God'’s Word, the Bible,”“By Caring for Each
Other’s Needs,” and, “By Telling What God Has Done and
Praying” (point to pictures as you identify each Bible Truth).
Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we can
figure out which of these six truths we will be learning about
today. Who would like to get it out of the Big Question
Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 15 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for 2222 !”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What is the name of God’s Son? It starts with
a“J”and it rhymes with “sneezes.”

Can you guess? It's “Jesus.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)

“Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for JESUS!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

Jesus told His disciples to baptize everyone who turns away from their
sins and trusts in Him as their Savior. Baptism is a picture of the new
life that begins when someone becomes a Christian. God has forgiven
their sins and made them His people. God has filled their hearts with His
Holy Spirit and made it new. They are leaving their old life behind and
beginning a new life of living for Jesus.

Not just anyone gets baptized. Baptism is a big deal. The godly leaders
at church want to make sure that the person being baptized really
understands the good news of Jesus and what it means to live as one of
God'’s people. Sometimes a person is ready to be baptized very soon. But
sometimes, the leaders think it's best if the person has more time to make
sure that they really understand the good news of Jesus and are ready to
live it out. It may not feel good to be told to wait, but the leaders want to
do what’s best for this person and what’s best for the church.

On baptism day, God’s people gather together to watch, pray and
celebrate. The person being baptized stands up and shares the story of
how he came to trust in Jesus as his Savior. He tells of his desire to live
God’s way and to gather together with God’s people.

Then at last, it's baptism time! The new believer wades into the water
with one of the pastors. The pastor holds onto the person as they lean
back into the water for a few seconds. This is to remember that Jesus died
and was buried for their sins. It’s a picture that their old life of disobeying
God is over.That life died with Jesus. Then, the pastor helps him/her come
up out of the water. This reminds them that Jesus rose from the dead for
them. He completely paid God's punishment for the sins. He has forgiven
them once and for all. With God’s help, they are beginning a new life of
knowing, loving and obeying God. Often, everyone claps and cheers
as the new believer comes up out of the water. They are so happy that
someone else is telling the world that they are one of God’s people and
want to live for Him forever. We can become one of God'’s people when
we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 15, Bible Truth 6--Back
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Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Acts 2:38 tells us:

Acts 2:38, ESV
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

Learn a Little: “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”

What does that mean?

What a wonderful gift God has given us in Jesus! Through Him, we can
be forgiven our sins and can become God’s people forever. What do
we have to do to receive this gift? Repent of our sins (that is, turning
away from wanting to disobey God and live for Him instead) and trust
in Jesus as our Savior. God promises to save all who come to Him
like this! And what happens when someone does this? God hears his
prayers and forgives him. God puts His Holy Spirit in their heart and
they begin a whole new life with God.

God wants all who repent and believe in Jesus to be baptized as a
special sign to everyone of what has happened inside their heart.
Their old way of living is gone. They are forgiven! They are saved! And
now they belong to God and live for Him! Have you ever been to a
baptism?

We can become one of God’s people, too, when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see
what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone
like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
Repent, Repent
and Be Baptized:
Acts 2:38-39

DDD ESV Songs 15, track 46

Repent, repent and be baptized,
Ev'ry one of you,

In the name of Jesus Christ,

For forgiveness of your sins.

You will receive the Holy Spirit,
he promise is for all,

For all the Lord our God calls,
For all the Lord calls.

Acts Two, thirty-eight and nine.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let's see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out.
Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 15.5 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Detective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Up and Down Sign.”

| need to find out:

l. What did Jesus tell new believers fo do as a sign of
their new life in God?

AND

2. Why did they go up and down in the water when
they did the special sign?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. What did Jesus tell new believers to do as a sign of their new life in
God? To be baptized.

2. Why did they go up and down in the water when they did the special
sign? They went down in the water to remember that their sins had been
buried down in the grave with Jesus. They went up, out of the water to
remember that God had forgiven their sins and was giving them new life
with Jesus who rose up from the dead. Jesus had beaten sin and death for
them!

For You and Me:

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, a day will
come when we, too, will be baptized. It will be a wonderful day of showing
that we are turning from our old life of living for ourselves and have begun a
new life of living for God, by the help of His Holy Spirit.

DDD 15.5 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Up and Down Sign.”

Our Bible Verse is Acts 2:38, ESV
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

| need fo find out:

l. Who repented of their sins? How did their lives look dif-
ferent?

AND

2. What did they do as asign that their lives have changed?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers! Thanks for your help!

Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also included at the end
of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: Acts 2:38, ESV
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins.”

1. Who repented of their sins? How did their lives look different? The
new believers repented of their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. The
Holy Spirit lived inside of them. He helped them to love God and live for Him,
instead of living their old way.

2. What did they do as a sign that their lives had changed? They were
baptized so the world could know they were choosing to live as followers
of Jesus.

For You and Me:

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, a day will
come when we, too, will be baptized. It will be a wonderful day of showing
that we are turning from our old life of living for ourselves and have begun a
new life of living for God, by the help of His Holy Spirit.

DDD 15.5 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Up and Down Sign.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the sfory.
They are: a banana, the Holy Spirit living in a heart, a
Bible, water, a tree, and listeners.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need to know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TwO do NOT?

2. What did the new believers confess fo God? How
did they ask him to help them live?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t? The angel, the
The Holy Spirit living in a heart, the Bible, the water and the listeners belong.
The banana and the tree do not.

2.. What did the new believers confess to God? How did they ask Him
to help them live? They confess their sins to God. They asked God to help
them love Him and live for Him now.

For You and Me:

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, a day will
come when we, too, will be baptized. It will be a wonderful day of showing
that we are turning from our old life of living for ourselves and have begun a
new life of living for God, by the help of His Holy Spirit.

DDD 15.5 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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. “Wait, then gol” Jesus told His disciples.

“WAIT in Jerusalem until you receive God's Holy Spirit. He will live in
your hearts and will give you the power to do everything God wants
you fo do,” Jesus tfold them.
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2. “Then GO! Go into all the world, fo dll peoples, everywhere. Tell
them about Me,” Jesus fold His disciples.

“Tell them fo turn away from disobeying God and trust in Me as
their Savior. Teach them everything I've faught you. Baplize these
new believers. This tells everyone that they are God's people and
My disciples. They are choosing fo turn away from their old life
and now live fo please God, instead,” Jesus said.
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3. “You won't see Me anymore. 'm going fo heaven now,” Jesus told
His disciples. “But | sfill will be with you always until | return fo earth,
at the end of time,” He promised.

And that's just what happened. Jesus went up to heaven, and His
disciples went back to Jerusalem fo wait for the Holy Spirit. And
waiit, they did. One day, two days, three days, a week, even nine
days! Still no Holy Spir:it!

Would He ever come? Had Jesus forgotten His promise?
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4. NO, Jesus had not forgotten. YES, the Holy Spirit would come! He
was waiting for the perfect time: DAY 10, the Day of Pentecost.

Suddenly, “Whoosh,” there was a sound like a great wind in the
room. Then, “Sparkle, sparkle,” something that looked like flames of
fire appeared over their heads. After this grand announcement,
the Holy Spirit came quietly fo live in the hearts of dll the believers
who gathered fogether that day.
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5. The Holy Spirit might have come quietly, but He came powerfully,
fool He gave the believers strength and courage and wisdom fo do
everything God wanted them fo do. The believers had waited.

The Holy Spirit had come. Now, what it was time fo do? Can you
remember what Jesus fold them? Now, it was time to GO! But go
WHERE? To the whole world! And take WHAT special message? The
good news of Jesus!
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6. So, that's what they did, starting right there in Jerusalem.

“Jesus is God's Son, come fo save sinners from the punishment they
deserve from God,” Peter told a huge crowd in Jerusalem. “Turn
away from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior!” he urged
them. “Be baptized as a sign that God has forgiven you and you are
living a new life for Hm."
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1. The Holy Spirit helped Peter fell the good news of Jesus that day.
The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of the listeners, too. Many
people heard and believed.

The Bible tells us about 3000 of them became God's people that one
day! How wonderfull
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8. When someone becomes one of God's people, God works BIG
changes in them. There's a change of heart on the INSIDE and a
change of life on the OUTSIDE. They are like brand-new people.

Jesus gave God's people a special sign as a picture of this new
beginning. Can you remember what it is? lt's baptism. So, one by
one, Peter led these new believers into the water to be baptized. “|
baptize you in the name of God, the Father, Jesus, the Son of God,
and God, the Holy Spirit,” he told each person.
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4. Then, Peter carefully lowered each believer down info the water.
Down they went, as a picture of their old life gone and their sins
forgiven, taken away by Jesus when He died on the cross and was
buried in a grave.
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|0. Then a moment later, Pefer liffed them back up out of the water.
Up they came, as a picture of their new life for God begun. A new
life given to them by Jesus, who rose from the dead. He had beaten

sin and death for them. Now, they would get to live forever with
God!
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. Baptism was a big step for these believers.

No, it didn't save them from their sins, or make them God's people.
God saves dll who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior, whether they are baptized or not.

But, baptism WAS a very BIG sign. It told everyone: “This person is
a follower of Jesus now. Waich him! Waich her! They will show you
what Jesus is like and how God wants us to live, loving Him and loving
one another.”
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12. And others cerfainly did watch these new believers and dll these
baptisms.

Enemies walched and were angry. But many others waiched, and
when they saw the changed lives of these new believers, they
wanted o hear about Jesus, too.
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13. Baptism was a sign of another very happy gift from God: the
gift of a new family. God had made these new believers a part of
His family, the Church.

Now, they were God's children, and dll the other believers were their
new, adopted brothers and sisters through Jesus. They gathered
all together, listening fo preaching from God's Word and learning
how to live as God's people. They praised God and cared for each
other's needs. Oh, how the Church in Jerusalem was growing and
enjoying new life in Jesus!
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4. But Jerusalem was just the beginning of the “Go” Jesus had given
them. Where else did Jesus tell them fo go and make disciples? To
the WHOLE WORLD! So, away they went!
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5. Philip went to the land of Samariq, just outside of Israel. The Holy
Spirit helped him tell them the good news of Jesus:

“Jesus is God's Son. Come fo save sinners from the punishment they
deserve from God,” Philip fold the people of Samaria. “Turn away
from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior! Be baptized as
a sign that God has forgiven you and you are living a new life for
Him,” he urged them.
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