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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

ST
AN

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four, different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Take-Home Sheets for each Bible Truth.

4, Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

Store It!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

g0
.}

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.




Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans,
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units.

Deep Down DetectivesVisual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with
storyboards at least 24" x 36" in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are
for use with storyboards 36" x 48" in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

« Hide'n’Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5s)
«  Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
«  PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together

UNIT OVERVIEW

A church is God’s people gathering together. Some churches meet in special buildings. Some churches
meet in homes. Some meet outside. No matter where they meet, when God’s people gather together, they
are a church. When God’s people gather together as a church, they worship God. They worship Him for
being the one, true God who is not like anyone else. They worship Him for saving them through Jesus. They
sing songs and pray to God. They listen to the Bible and learn how to obey it. God’s people also gather to-
gether to love one another. They talk with each other, and take care of each other, and pray for each other.
The Bible tells us that God’s people are to meet together often. It tells us that when they gather together,
Jesus will be there with them in a special way. We can be God’s people when we turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we will gather together with God'’s people to worship God and love
one another, too!

UNIT BIBLE VERSE: Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together.”

BIG QUESTION UNDER INVESTIGATION: Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
ANSWER: To Worship God and Love One Another!

OPTIONAL Big Question 15 INTRODUCTION LESSON (Use Hide ‘n’ Seek Kids Unit 15 Material)
Story: The Case of the People Who Loved a Lot Acts
Bible Verse: Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

BIBLE TRUTH 1: By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over Death (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Third Day Yay
Exodus 16,20; Luke 22-24; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2
Bible Verse: 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB

BIBLE TRUTH 2: By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible (3 Lessons Available)
The Case of the Faithful Leader” Acts 16:1, 1 & 2 Timothy
Bible Verse: 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV

BIBLE TRUTH 3: By Caring for Each Other’s Needs
(3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Copycats John 13-15, 18-20; Acts
Bible Verse: John 13:34-35, ESV

BIBLE TRUTH 4: By Telling What God Has Done and Praying (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Amazing Answer Acts 12:1-18
Bible Verse: Ephesians 6:18, NIV 1984

BIBLE TRUTH 5: By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for Jesus (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Up and Down Sign  Matthew 28; Acts 1-2, 8:35-36, 10:47, 16:14-15,31-34
Bible Verse: Acts 2:38-39, ESV

BIBLE TRUTH 6: By Remembering Jesus Died to Save Them (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Remembered Rescue Exodus 12; Luke 22; Isaiah 25:6-9
Bible Verse: Luke 22:19,20, ESV



Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15 Track Numbers

This is a listing of all songs mentioned in the unit curriculum. You may or may not choose to use all of the songs. They are listed in easy-
reference order--NOT in the order used in the curriculum. You may choose to simply burn a CD/load them onto an mp3 device in this
order. Or, you may want to do what we do: choose the songs we want to use and create a play list of them in that order. Then, we burn a
CD/upload the play list onto an mp3 device. A teacher only has to click forward to the next song, instead of hunting for the right track.
The track number have been included as part of the title of each song, teachers will still have a reference to the track number listed in the
curriculum (same as those listed below), even if you change the order on your customized play list.
SONGS USED EVERY UNIT OF THE CURRICULUM

1 The Classroom Song v.1

2 The Classroom Song v.2

3 The Classroom Song v.3

4 The Classroom Song v.4

5 Deep Down Detectives Theme Song Why the Extra Songs?

6 The Classroom Rules Song

7 Let's Pray Song

8 The Big Question Box Song

9 The Bible Chant Song
10 ACTS Prayer Song (Short Version)
11 ACTS Prayer Song (Full Version)

listen to or download songs for free at https://
praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives
Music page

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum used by
a wide age-span of kids. Sometimes one of the
other songs is a better fit for your kids. Or, you
may simply want to teach them more songs on
the same Bible Truth. Use as many or as few as
you want.

UNIT 15: GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER TOGETHER

12 BigQ&A 15 Song

13 Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

14 Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
15 Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

16 Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Why Do God'’s People Go to Church? To Worship God and Love One Another...
Bible Truth 1: By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over Death

17 Bible Verse: He Has Given Us a New Birth 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB

18 Extra Bible Verse: Shout with Joy to God Psalm 66:1-3,5,9,16, ESV

19 Extra Bible Verse: Make a Joyful Noise Psalm 100:1-6 ESV

20 Extra Bible Verse: Noise, Noise, Noise Psalm 100:1-4. ESV (other version)
21 Extra Bible Verse: The Time Is Fulfilled Mark 1:15, ESV

22 Extra Bible Verse: The Time Mark 1:15, ESV (other version)

23 Extra Bible Verse: How Beautiful Romans 10:13-15, ESV

24 Extra Bible Verse: Be My Witnesses Acts 1:8, ESV

25 Extra Bible Verse: All the Nations You Have Made Psalm 86:9, ESV

26 Extra Bible Verse: Behold a Great Multitude Revelation 7:9-10, ESV

Bible Truth 2: By Learning from God'’s Word, the Bible

27 Bible Verse: Devote Yourself 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV

28 Extra Bible Verse: An Overseer Must Be Titus 1:6-9, ESV

29 Extra Bible Verse: Open My Eyes Psalm 119:18,72-73, ESV

30 Extra Bible Verse: | Have Stored Up Your Word Psalm 119:11,15-16, ESV
31 Extra Bible Verse: If Anyone Loves Me John 14:23, ESV

Bible Truth 3: By Caring for Each Other’s Needs

32 Bible Verse: A New Commandment John 13:34-35, ESV

33 Extra Bible Verse: There Are Different Kinds of Gifts 1 Corinthians 12:4,12,27, NIV 1984
34 Extra Bible Verse: As Each Has Received a Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV

35 Extra Bible Verse: Gift, Gift, Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV (other version)

36 Extra Bible Verse: Encourage One Another 1 Thessalonians 5:11,13-15, ESV
37 Extra Bible Verse: Build One Another Up 1 Thessalonians 5:11,13-15, ESV
38 Extra Bible Verse: Let Us Hold Fast Hebrew 10:23-25, ESV

39 Extra Bible Verse: On the First Day of Every Week 1 Corinthians 16:2, HCSB
40 Extra Bible Verse: An Overseer Must Be Titus 1:6-9, ESV

41 Extra Bible Verse: Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13, ESV

42 Extra Bible Verse: Love Is Patient 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV . . .
Bible Truth 5: By Baptizing People Who Trust in

Bible Truth 4: By Telling What God Has Done and Praying and Live for Jesus
43 Bible Verse: Pray, Pray, Pray Ephesians 6:18, HCSB 46 Bible Verse: Repent, Repent and Be Baptized Acts 2:38-39, ESV
44 Extra Bible Verse: Take Up the Whole Armor 47 Extra Bible Verse: The Time Is Fulfilled Mark 1:15, ESV

Ephesians 6:13,16-18, ESV 48 Extra Bible Verse: The Time Mark 1:15, ESV (other version)

45 Extra Bible Verse: Help Us 2 Corinthians 1:13, ESV
Bible Truth 6: By Remembering Jesus Died to Save Them
49 Bible Verse: This Is My Body Luke 22:19,20, ESV
50 Extra Bible Verse: He Took Bread Luke 22:19,20, HCSB
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Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 1 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over Death!

On one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for God’s people. He was buried in a grave, but He didn't
stay there. He rose up from the grave on Day Three—Sunday! He was alive and would be forevermore!

Ever since that first and best Sunday when Jesus beat sin and death, God’s people have been gathering together
each week to celebrate. (The big, Bible word for God’s people gathered together is "congregation.’) They sing
and pray and listen to God’s Word. They rejoice that Jesus had beaten sin and death for them. They are happy
the Holy Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forward to the day when Jesus will come back and all of God’s
people will at last gather together forever as one, big family. That will be the biggest and best celebration of all!

Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior receive God’s forgiveness for their sins.
He sends His Holy Spirit to live in their hearts and helps them love God and live for Him the rest of their lives.
Forever they will be God’s dearly-loved people! What an amazing gift God has given us through Jesus!

God’s people love to celebrate together, but they are always hoping for more to join them. That's why they
tell their neighbors nearby the good news of Jesus. (The big, Bible word for telling others about Jesus is
“evangelism.’) And that’s why they even travel to faraway lands to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big,
Bible word for going to another land to tell people about Jesus is “missions.”) They want everyone to hear the
good news of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. (The big, Bible word for the good
news of Jesus is “the gospel.’) They want them all to become God’s people and join the Sunday celebration of
what God has done through Jesus! We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Sundays will be our celebration day, too!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
“He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”

Learn a Little: He has given us a new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Meaning

When we are born as babies, we have our first birth. But did you know that all who turn away from their sins
and trust in Jesus as their Savior are given a new birth? Not a new birth as a baby again. This isn't a new birth
for our bodies. God gives our heart a new birth. He forgives all our sins and gives us a new heart filled with the
Holy Spirit --a heart that knows God, and wants to love Him and live for Him.

Jesus is why God's people get to have this wonderful new birth. He died on the cross for their sins. He made
the way for them to be God’s people. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. He was resurrected. (That's a big Bible word
meaning that He rose from the dead.) Yes, on that third day--that glorious Easter Sunday morning-- He rose
from the dead, showing that He had really beaten sin and death for them. Jesus is alive for evermore. And He is
the living hope of God’s people that one day, they, too, will live face to face with God forever! We can be God’s
people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for being so powerful that You beat
sin and death for them.

C God, we know that Sunday should be a special celebration day. It's the day Jesus rose from the dead. But
sometimes, we would rather not go to church and celebrate. We would rather do something else that seems
more fun. We don't treasure what Jesus did on the cross. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for beating sin and death for God'’s people through Jesus. Thank You that they don't have to
face Your punishment for sin. They get to know You in their hearts now, and get to live with You in heaven
when they die. Thank You that we can be Your people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to
celebrate Jesus’ win over sin and death as we gather together with God’s people at church.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Third Day Yay
Exodus 16,20; Luke 22-24; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1

BigQ &A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: He Has Given Us a New Birth 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
Extra Bible Verse: Shout with Joy to God Psalm 66:1-3,5,9,16, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Make a Joyful Noise Psalm 100:1-6 ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Noise, Noise, Noise Psalm 100:1-4. ESV (other version)
Extra Bible Verse: The Time Is Fulfilled Mark 1:15, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: The Time Mark 1:15, ESV (other version)

Extra Bible Verse: How Beautiful Romans 10:13-15, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Be My Witnesses Acts 1:8, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: All the Nations You Have Made Psalm 86:9, ESV

Extra Bible Verse: Behold a Great Multitude Revelation 7:9-10, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

12
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. Walk! Walk! Walk! Look at all of God's people walking.

Where are they going? What are they doing? They aren't staying
at home, so where are they going?

14
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2. Are they going fo the market fo shop? No, not the market. Are
they going to the fields fo work? No, not this day.

Then, where ARE they going? Aren't those the places they go every
day? Aren't those the things they do every day: Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday?

16
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3. Well, not quite every day. There was one day, each week, that
God told them to do something very different.

On this day, they were to rest. And, instead of going about their
regular work, they were to go to the worship place. This was the
day they were fo gather together and worship the LORD.

Do you know what this special day was cdlled? It was called the
Sabbath --from the Hebrew word for “rest.” And which day of the
week was the Sabbath? It was Saturday, always Saturday --the
last day of the week.

18
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H. That's why, in our story, God's people weren't staying at home, or
going to shop at the market, or going to work in the fields on this
day.

This was the Sabbath Day, and God's people were going to worship
God, as God told them to in the Ten, Big Laws He gave them through
Moses.

20
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5. For hundreds and hundreds of years, the Sabbath-Saturday
was the day God's people were to rest from their work, and to
gather together fo worship God.

But then, something redlly big and wonderful happened: the Savior
came. And something He did changed that worship day from
Saturday to Sunday. Do you know the Savior's name? It's Jesus!

22
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6. Yes, Jesus came to earth to be the Savior of God's people.

He lived a perfect life. He never, ever disobeyed God. He was the
perfect law-keeper of dll of God's laws. Then, Jesus gave His
perfect life as the full payment for the sins of God's people, when
He suffered and died on the cross.
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1. Friends came and fook Jesus’ body off the cross. They covered it
in sweef-smelling spices and wound white, linen cloth around it. They
buried Jesus' body in a grave cave, rolled a huge sfone in place to
shut the cave, and left Hm. Oh, how sad they were on that Friday
when Jesus died!

In that grave cave, Jesus' dead body lay dll that Friday and dill
that Sabbath-Saturday. Soldiers sfood guard over the grave cave, .
making sure no one came and took Jesus body.
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8. But then, early on the next day--Sunday--what a surprise there
was for those soldiers and Jesus' disciples ...and readlly the whole
world!

Jesus' body didn't stay put AT ALL! Can you fellme what happened?
God raised Jesus from the dead! Out of that grave cave, Jesus
came. He was dlive, never fo die again!
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4. Jesus appeared to many people that day.

He appeared fo three women who had come fo His grave cave.
Yay! Jesus is dlive! Then, fo two people as they walked adlong the
road fo their home. “Yay! Jesus is dlive!”
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0. And at the end of the day, Jesus appeared to a whole group of
His disciples.

“Yay! Jesus is dlive!” Yes! Jesus was dlive, and His friends were so
happy! Jesus had redlly beaten sin and death for God's people. Now,
instead of facing God's punishment, God's people were forgiven!
They would get fo know God, and love and enjoy Him forever!
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. What an amazing day this was! This was the day God's people
had been waiting for since the beginning, when Adam and Eve
disobeyed God and sin came into the world.

Jesus' followers never wanted fo forget this wonderful Sunday. So,
they began to gather together every Sunday fo celebrate what He
had done for them.
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12. They didn't call this special worship day the Sabbath anymore.
They gave it a new name to remind them of what Jesus had done.
Do you know what that new name is?

They cdlled it “the Lord's Day” because they were celebrating the
wonderful Sunday the Lord Jesus rose from the dead.
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13. From then on, Jesus' followers kept on gathering fogether every
Lord's Day fo worship God and love one another.

They worshiped God and praised Jesus, their Savior, who beat sin
and death for them. They shared stories of the amazing things
that God was doing, and asked God to do more.
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M. They learned from God's Word, the Bible, and shared a special
meal together to remember that Jesus died for their sins.
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I5. They prayed and care for each other's needs. In all these ways,
they worshipped God and loved one another. How loud were their
praises every Lord's Day! Sunday was a big celebration day!
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6. But as happy as those first Christians were fo celebrate every
Sunday in their little gatherings, that wasn't enough. Not enough
for them and not enough for God. They wanted more, more, more!
Can you guess what they wanted more of?

They wanted MORE people fo know the good news of Jesus. They
wanted MORE people to turn away from their sins and trust in Him
as their Savior. They wanted MORE people to know God, love God,

and sing praises to Hm. They wantfed the WHOLE WORLD fo be filled
with God's people.
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I7. This was what Jesus had told them fo do.

“Gointo the whole world with the gospel,” Jesus had said, right before
He went up fo heaven. “Teach them fo repent of their sins and trust
in Me as their Savior. Baptize them as My followers. Teach them
how fo be My disciples. Teach them how 1o live as God's people,” He
said. “| will send the Holy Spirit to help you,” Jesus promised.
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18. And that’s just what Jesus' disciples did.

After the Holy Spirit came to live in their hearts, they began to
fell everyone the good news of Jesus. First, fo the people living in
Jerusalem, then out to their nearby neighbors, they went with the
gospel.

The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many, and they turned from
their sins and trusfed in Jesus as their Savior. These new believers
joined the disciples as they gathered together. Sundays hadbecome
their celebration day, too. God's people were growing in number.
Their praises were getting louder!
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9. Then, further and further away they went to tell the good news
of Jesus to others in faraway places.

The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many of these people, too.
They turned from their sins and trusfed in Jesus as their Savior.
Little churches of believers sprung up everywhere. Sundays had
become their celebration day, too.
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20. Since then, God's people keep on spreading the good news of
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit keeps on working in hearts.

And what do God's people keep doing on Sundays?

They keep on gathering together fo celebrate that most wonderful
Sunday when Jesus rose from the dead. Their numbers keep
growing and their praises get louder, as more people put their faith
in Jesus. And this his is why we gather fogether foday: fo celebrate
how Jesus proved He beat sin and death for God's people on that
wonderful Sunday, long ago!
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15.1 Simple Story Scenes
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15.1 Simple Story Scenes
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Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible

God’s people gather together to learn from the Bible. There is no other book like it. It alone is God's Word. It is
the best place to find out about God and how to obey Him. But that’s not all! The Bible is not just words that
God’s people listen to and learn from. God’s Word is powerful! The Holy Spirit works inside of people as they
hear God's Word. He uses it to help them turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. This is how
we become God’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is “conversion.”) And, He uses it to help us to know God
better, to give us hope, and to obey Him. This is how we live as God’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is
“discipleship.)

Sometimes God'’s people learn from the Bible in little groups. (You are probably learning about the Bible in one
of these right now!) But the most important way God’s people learn from God’s Word is when they all gather
together as a congregation and listen to a godly man preach from the Bible. The Bible calls these men, pastors
(or elders). God has called them to preach God’s Word and to lead God'’s people in living for Him. What a great
gift they are to God'’s people!

The pastor stands in front of the congregation (God’s people gathered together). He reads to them from the
Bible and explains what it means. He helps them understand how to live it out. (The big, Bible word for this
is “expositional preaching”) The Holy Spirit helps the pastor and the congregation as they study God’s Word
together.

Itis very important for God’s people to hear the Bible when they gather together. God uses it to work powerfully
in their lives. We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God
can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”

Learn a Little: “Devote yourself to the reading of Scripture.”’

Meaning

God’s people gather together to worship God and love one another. And what book tells them how to do this
best of all? God’s Word, the Bible! The Bible helps God's people know how God wants them to live; and, it is
powerful to help them live that way. No wonderful God’s people devote themselves to the Bible. They want
their leaders to read it to them and to teach them what it means when they gather together. It alone is God’s
Word! We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God
can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for giving us the Bible and godly
leaders to teach it to us.

C God, sometimes we don't want to learn from the Bible. Sometimes, we don’t want to listen to the pastors
preach from Your Word. There are other things we would rather do. We need a Savior!

T God, thankYou for not leaving us on our own, but giving us Your Word, the Bible, to learn from and to live by.
Thank You for all the people in church who help us understand Your Word and live it out. Thank You for our
pastors and teachers.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love
Your Word and learn it. Help us live it out. Help our pastors and teachers to teach us well about You. In Jesus'’
name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story

The Case of the Faithful Leader
Acts 16:1; 1 & 2 Timothy

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2
Big Q& A 15 Song
Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1
Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Devote Yourself 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: An Overseer Must Be Titus 1:6-9, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: Open My Eyes Psalm 119:18,72-73, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: | Have Stored Up Your Word Psalm 119:11,15-16, ESV
Bible Truth 2 Extra Bible Verse: If Anyone Loves Me John 14:23, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. Paul was an old man who was about fo die. His enemies had put
him in jail for teling people about Jesus, and now they planned to
Kill him. Paul sat in his cold cell making the best of the little time he
had left.
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2. Even in jail, Paul found ways tfo love God and His people. Paul
prayed. He shared the good news of Jesus with the soldiers who
guarded him and with many others. And, he wrote letfers fo the
little churches of believers in many places.
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3. Paul's life in jail was very different from what it used fo be.

Paul had been a missionary. He travelled fo many faraway places,
preaching the good news of Jesus to all who would listen.

Many people turned away from disobeying God and frustfed in
Jesus as their Savior when they heard Paul preach. Soon, there
were little churches of these new Christians all over. They gathered
fogether each week to worship God and love one another.
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H. Godly leaders were chosen to fake care of the members of each
little church gathering.

Some of these leaders were cadlled “deacons.”

They were used by God to serve their little church in a special way.
They spent their time caring for the needs of others in the church.
Men like Stephen made sure everyone had enough to eat. Women
like Phoebe spent their days serving the needs of othersinsomany
ways, too.
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5. Other godly leaders were men called “pastors” or “elders. These
men were used by God tfo serve their little church by feaching God's
Word and leading everyone in loving God and living for Him.

Somelimes, these pastors brought words of comfort to those who
were discouraged. Sometimes, they warned those forgetting to live
for God and urged them to tfurn away from their sins. They prayed
for God to help them dll. And, they preached God's Word when the

Christians in each little church gathered together.
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6. A young man named Timothy would become one of these godly
pastors.
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1. Paul met Timothy on one of his traveling trips and asked him o be
his helper. Mile after mile, Timothy walked with Paul. Up mountains
and down vadlleys. Over land and over sea. Through every kind of
wedather. To every kind of people.
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8. There were happy, friendly people who wanted fo hear about
Jesus, and welcomed them. And, there were angry, fierce people
who hated Paul, and wanted to make him stop felling about Jesus.
They hurtPaul, and sent him to live in cold, prison cells. Timothy stayed
by Paul through it dill.
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4. But most of dll, it was the love in Timothy's heart that made him
such a good helper for Paul.

Timothy had a heart devoted fo God and His good plans. Timothy
loved God's Word and knew it well. He loved God, and Paul, and God's
people so much, that he put them first, instead of himself!
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0. So, you can see why Paul loved Timothy so much, and why Timothy
was such a good helper for Paul. After a while, Paul treated Timothy
not just as a helper, or even a very good friend, but like Timothy
was his very own son.
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I. Yes, Timothy was a big help fo Paul, but did you know that Paul
was a big help to Timothy, foo?

As Timothy travelled with Paul, he was listening and learning. He
listened fo Paul preach from God's Word and share the good news
of Jesus. He saw many people turn away from their sins and trust
in Jesus as their Savior:
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2. Timothy listened fo Paul feach these new believers how to live as
Jesus' disciples. Paul faught them how fo love God and live for Hm
their whole lives.

Timothy listened fo Paul use God's Word to comfort sad people and
fo warn others who had stopped living for God. Timothy walched
Paul pray for the little churches tfo stay faithful and grow. And as
Timothy listened and watched, God was preparing him for His plans
for him. Can you guess what God planned for Timothy to be? A
pasfor, himself!
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13. One day, Paul and Timothy came fo city of Ephesus. They had
come to check up on the little church of believers there.

Uh oh, Paul could see there was a problem! This little church of
believers needed a good pastor. Who could help them? Who knew
God's Word well enough tfo help them grow to worship God and
love one another the way God wanted them fo? None of the new
believers in the little Ephesus church could do this yet.
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4. Perhaps there was no one in the little church who could be their
pastor, but there WAS someone with Paul who could stay and lead
them. Can you guess who?

It was Timothy! “Would you stay and care for this little church of
believers?” Paul asked Timothy. “You are young, but | know that God
will help you do a good job preaching the Bible and leading them,”
he said.
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I5. Timothy agreed fo stay. He would miss Paul, but he was happy to
help.

The little church in Ephesus was happy, too. Now, they had a godly
pasfor who could help them love God and live for Him. Paul was so
glad that he could leave the little church in Ephesus under Timothy'’s
care.
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6. But now, so many years had passed since Paul left Timothy in
Ephesus.

What a lot of journeys Paul had tfaken since then. What a lot of
people got to hear the good news of Jesus and trusfed in Hm
as their Savior! Little churches of new believers gathered every
Sunday, where there used fo be none. God had filled Paul's years
with good things.
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I7.But, oh, what troubles had come fo Paul along with those blessings!
Preaching the good news of Jesus was no easy thing. It was why
Paul was in jail in Rome, alone, shivering in the cold, and soon fo die.

Paul longed fo see that closest friend of his: Timothy! Paul missed
his dear Timothy so very much! Paul wanted him to come and care
for him. Paul wanfed him to bring him his heavy cloak fo keep him
warm, and his books and papers, so he could study.
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18. Paul wondered if he would get fo see Timothy again before he
died. He hoped he would. But Ephesus was so far away from Romel
And there were no telephones or even postmen back then. How
could Paul tell Timothy he needed him?

What could Paul do? Paul could wrife to Timothy and find someone
fo take it fo him. And even if Timothy could not get fo Rome before
he died, at least Paul could give him one last message. And so, that’s
what he did.
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I9. Before long, a messenger was on his way to Ephesus with Paul's
letter. Walk, walk, walk, he went. At last, after many days, he handed
the letter to Timothy fo read.

Timothy was so happy fo hear from Paul. How he missed Paul and
loved him! Here was news, at last! Timothy eagerly opened the letter
and read. “Timothy, my dear son,” Paul startfed. “l thank God every
fime | think of you. | long with fears to see you. Do your best fo come
fo me soon.”
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20. “Here are some important things | want you to remember that
will help you lead the little church in Ephesus,” Paul wrote.

“You were my helper for many years. You wailched me preach
about Jesus from the Bible. You watched people try to get me to
stop talking about Jesus by hurting me,” Paul wrofe.

“You saw how God gave me strength to keep on preaching, and
loving, and caring for dll the Christians in the little churches we went
fo. Don't forget what you saw me dol Do these same things for the
people in your little church.”
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2l. “Keep on learning God's Word! Keep on preaching God's Word!"
Paul told Timothy.

“Sometimes this will be redlly hard. Sometimes people won't want o
hear what the Bible says. But keep on teaching it to them, no matter
what!” Paul urged Timothy.

“Only the Bible is God's Word. It makes God's people ready for
everything God wants them to do. Don't forget these things and
please, come see me soon --before winter comes. Paul.”

106



[N "“SOWO0d JBJUIM 34043C-- UOOS D 99S SUWIO0D
‘aspa|d pub sbulyj asay] JobJog J.uoq ‘op o} Wayj sjupm poq BulyjAdans Joj Apbad ajdoad s,p09
saYbW J| ‘PJIoM S po9 si 3jqig a4y} A[UQ. ‘AYyjowl] pabdn [nbd oYM Jajiow ou ‘way} o} i Buiydos)
uo doay jng 'sAbs 9|dig 3y} JoyMm Jpay o} jubm juom ajdoad sauwipuwos pdby Ajpad aq [IM Sy}
sawljawos,, ‘Ayjowll] pio} |nbd .jP4oMm S.po9 Buiysbaud uo dasy jpdom S0 Buluaos| uo dasy, Iz

107



22. Did Timothy ever make it fo see Paul before he died? We don't
Know.

But we DO know that Timothy did what Paul wanted him to do most
of dll: be a good pastor for the little church in Ephesus and feach
them God's Word.
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DDD 15.2 Simple Story Scenes
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DETECITIVES |
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 15,
Bible Truth 3




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

When God’s people gather together, they make special promises to believe God’'s Word and to care for each
other. They promise to help each other keep on loving God and living for Him.

How do God’s people help each other keep these promises? They help each other love God and live for Him.
They tell each other about their lives—the many happy things, the sad things, even their sins and their struggles.
They pray for each other and remind each other of the truths in God’s Word. They want to help everyone to
keep growing in their life with God.

But they also care for each other’s needs. They share their money and their things when someone is hungry
or has lost their job. They visit each other when they are sick. They cheer each other up when they are sad or
lonely. They want to help everyone to be well-cared for.

God gives each little church special leaders that help them care for each other, too. He gives them pastors/
elders to teach them God’s Word and help them live it out. They comfort those who are scared and weak. They
strengthen those who are struggling with sin. They pray for all.

God gives each little church special leaders called deacons, too. Deacons help everyone to better care for each
other’s needs. They spend extra time finding out what people need and helping them get it.

Jesus told God’s people to love each other and take care of each other just as He has loved and taken care of
them. If they do this, Jesus promised that others will see their love and know that they are God’s people. They
will praise God for how wonderful He is and want to become His people, too. We can become God’s people
when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: John 13:34-35, ESV
“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Learn a Little: “Love one another: just as | have loved you.”

Meaning

A commandment is a big rule God tells us to obey! What does Jesus command His people to do? To love one
another like He has loved them! Wow! That's a lot of love! Only with God’s help can God’s people do that! But
when they do, others will know that they really are God'’s people! We can become God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2
Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your kindness and love
shown through Your people caring for each other.

C God, sometimes we don't want to go to church and care for the needs of others. Sometimes we just want to
take care of our own needs. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for giving Your people to each other to care for their needs. Thank You for all the people in
church who care for our needs.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your
people! Help us to care for others when we gather at church. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Copycats
John 13-15, 18-20; Acts

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3

Big Q& A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: A New Commandment John 13:34-35, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: There Are Different Kinds of Gifts 1 Corinthians 12:4,12,27, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: As Each Has Received a Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Gift, Gift, Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV (other version)

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Encourage One Another 1 Thessalonians 5:11,13-15, ESV
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Build One Another Up 1 Thessalonians 5:11,13-15, ESV
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Let Us Hold Fast Hebrew 10:23-25, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: On the First Day of Every Week 1 Corinthians 16:2, HCSB
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: An Overseer Must Be Titus 1:6-9, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Love Is Patient 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. The sun was setting as Jesus and his disciples gathered for supper.
It was their last meal fogether, their last hours together, before “IT"
happened.

What was “IT"? Enemies would come and fake Jesus. He would suffer
and die on the cross for the sins of God's people.
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2. Jesus knew “IT" was about to happen, but His disciples did not.
With only a little time left to teach and prepare them, what did
Jesus want them to remember? And how would He fell them?

Jesus would use FEET and FOOD, right there at the tfable, fo teach
them.
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3. Now, feet are always dirty, but they were especidlly so in Jesus’
world.

There were no cars back then and very few stone roads. It was
walk, walk, walk onsandy, muddy, dirty ground. Camels and donkeys
shared with roads, adding more stuff to step in. And, since people
wore sandals or went barefoot, you can imagine just how yucky
your feet could get.

Yes, feel were yucky things and washing them was an everyday,
before each meadl, dirty business. And so dirty, that only you or
your lowest servant would ever fouch your feet.
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H.Imagine how horrified the disciples were when Jesus gotf up from
the fable that night and began fo wash their feet!

“Teacher, never wash my feet!” Peter exclaimed. The others agreed.
Jesus was God's Son. He shouldn't use His holy, perfect life fo clean
their dirty, yucky feet!
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S. But Jesus just kept washing.

“You can have no part in what I'm doing, if | don't wash your feet,”
Jesus told Peter. This was a teaching picture about the “IT" Jesus
was about to do for them the next day, when He would give up His
life on the cross to clean the sin from their hearts. It was something
only He could do for them.
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6. Jesus had taught them with feet, now He would feach them more
about “IT" with food. Jesus took the bread and wine and gave them
fo his disciples as two more teaching pictures.

“This is my body, broken for you,” He fold them, as He held out the
bread fo them to eat. “This is my blood, poured out for you," He told
them, as He held out the wine for them fo drink.
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1. These were pictures of what Jesus would do that next day for
them.

On the cross, Jesus' body would be broken, and His blood would
be poured as the full payment for the sins of God's people. Jesus
would use His holy, perfect life fo clean the sin from their hearts.
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8. Why would Jesus do such a thing? Why would He suffer and die
for God's people?

There is only one reason: love. Love for God, His Father. And love
for God's people. This was God's plan fo save His people. This was
the only way. And, as much as Jesus did not like fo hurt and suffer,
He loved His Father and God's people even more.
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9. “l am about fo go away,” Jesus fold His disciples. “l am making the
way for you and dll of God's people fo come to God. | am going to
prepare a place for you fo live with God forever. One happy day, |
will come back for you fo take you home to be with Me,” Jesus told
them.
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0. “Fm not leaving you adlone. | am sending you a special Comforter,
the Holy Spirit,” Jesus promised them. “He will live in your hearts.
He will keep us close. He will give you power to do everything God
wants you to do,” Jesus explained.

But what DID God want them fo do? It went back to that one word
for everything Jesus did: love.
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. “Show your love for Me by obeying everything I've faught you,”
Jesus told His disciples.

“Love one another as | have loved You. | have loved you so much
that | am even going to suffer and die on the cross fo be the Savior
you need. There is no greater love than that!”

“Now, | want you to love each other that much, tool* Jesus fold them.
“And when you care for each other's needs like this, others willknow
that you redlly are My disciples and God's people,” He promised
them.
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12. Soon, everything happened just as Jesus said it would.

Soldiers came that night and arrested Jesus. The next day, Jesus
suffered and died on the cross for the sins of God's people. Then,
friends came for His body, wrapped it in sweet-smelling spices and
clean, white linen, and buried Him in a cave grave.

It looked like it was the end for Jesus, but was it?
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13. No, it was notf!
On Sunday, the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. He appeared
fo His disciples and faught them many things. Then He went up, up,

up through the clouds fo rule in heaven.

Jesus was gone. Was His help gone, foo?
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4. No, it was notl

Just as Jesus promised, He sent the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts
of His disciples. And with the Holy Spirit's help, they lived out what
Jesus had told them fo do.
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5. “Love Me by obeying My commands! Love one another as | have
loved you!" Jesus had fold them.

So, they spread the good news in love. “Turn away from disobeying
God. Trust in Jesus as your Savior. Be baptized,” they urged all who
would listen.

The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of many. The little church of
Christians grew from |l fo 120 to over 3000 people in just a few weeks!
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6. “Love Me by obeying My commands! Love one another as | have
loved youl” Jesus had told them. So, the church gathered together
in love: love for God and for each other.

Peter and Jesus’ other disciples led the believers as their pastors/
elders. They preached from God's Word. They comforted those who
were scared and weck. They warned those who were forgetting
how Jesus wanted them to live. They helped everyone live out Jesus’
commands. Their loving leadership was God's good gift to His Church.
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I7. Every day, and especially on Sundays, the little church gathered
fogether.

As they gathered, the Holy Spirit worked in their hearts and
encouragedthem.TheylearnedfromGod's Word.Theyfellowshipped
and prayed fogether. They shared stories about the amazing things
God was doing and urged each other fo keep on loving God and
living for Him.
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18. They ate the Lord's Supper together --the special meal of bread
and wine that Jesus gave them to eat together to remember His
death. They sang praised to their great God.

Oh, how they wanted to worship and love the LORD together, just as
Jesus told them to! And the Holy Spirit helped them do this.
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9. But they didn't just worship and love the LORD. They loved one
another like Jesus did, too.

And so, when they gathered fogether, they promised to care for
each other’s needs. Why, these believers shared everything they
had with each other-food, clothes, houses, money... EVERYTHING!
And if anyone needed anything, they would sell their things and
buy whatever was needed.
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20. Some people, like Stephen, Philip, and Phoebe were chosen by
the church fo be deacons.

These godly men and women led the little church in caring for the
sick, old, and needy among them. They would make sure that no
one was overlooked. Oh, how they wanted to love each other, as
Jesus told them to! And with the help of God's Holy Spirit, they did.
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2. What glad and giving hearts those first Christians had! How they
loved God and loved one another! And as they did, guess who else
noticed? Everyone around them.

“Look at these people! How they love God and love one another! This
is something very special,” they exclaimed. And so it was. For WHO
did this church of believers look like, as they loved God and loved
one another? Their Savior, Himself. Jesus!
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22. “If you like what you see in us, it's because of Jesus!” the believers
explained.

“He has saved us and filled us with His Holy Spirit. He's the One
changing our hearts, helping us love God and one another. Come
gather with us! Let fell you about Jesus, and how you can become
God's people, fool” they exclaimed.
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23. Many years have passed since those first believers gathered
fogether. Some things have changed since those early days, but
the most imporitant things have not.

Jesus still calls His people to keep His commands and to love one
another. He slill wants them fo share the good news of the gospel
with everyone. And, He still wants them fo gather together each
week to worship God and love one another.
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24. And as they do, the Holy Spirit will keep on working in God's
people, helping them look like Jesus fo others.

“Tell us about Jesus who helps you love like this!” these people will
say, and hopefully as they hear the good news of Jesus, they will
trust in Hm as their Savior, too!
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 15,
Bible Truth 4




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Bible Truth 4 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another...
By Telling What God Has Done and Praying!

When God’s people gather together, they share with each other wonderful things God has done. They remind
each other of the great things God did long ago in Bible times: how God always kept all His promises and
did mighty things to save His people. They hear stories about how God has been at work around the world,
bringing many other people to put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. They share with each other how God has
been at work in their lives, caring for them and helping them live for Him. Oh, how faithful God has been to His
people! Oh, how faithful God continues to be to them! All these stories of God’s goodness and faithful helps
them to keep on trusting God and living for Him.

But God's people don't just talk to each other about what God has done. They also talk to God about them! All
these stories ofthem. They praise and thank Him for what He has done. They confess ways they have disobeyed
Him and seek His forgiveness. They ask Him to do more great things, in their lives and around the world.

God delights in His people gathering together to pray. Jesus tells us in the Bible that when two or more of God’s
people are gathered together and praying that He will there with them in a special way. Whether on their own
or gathered together, God's people know God will always answer their prayers in the way He knows is best. We
can become God'’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Ephesians 6:18, HCSB

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and
intercession for all the saints.”

Learn a Little: “Pray at all times... for all the saints.”
Meaning

“Saints” is a big, Bible word for God’s people. God’s people pray when they gather together at church. They
praise God and they confess their sins to Him. They thank Him for all the ways He has cared for them. They ask
Him to do more great things and to help them to love Him and live for Him. There is so much to pray for!

Sometimes God’s people get tired of praying. Sometimes God’s plans take much longer than they want. It
would be easy to stop praying and give up. But there’s someone who helps God’s people keep on interceding
(a big Bible word for praying for others). Who is it? It's God, Himself. Yes, God’s Holy Spirit is at work inside of
each of them helping them even to talk to God. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your faithfulness to Your people
throughout all time.

C God, sometimes we don't want to hear about all the wonderful things You've done for Your people.
Sometimes, we don't want to pray for You to do more. We just want to think about ourselves and do what
we want to do. We need a Savior!

T God, thankYou for Your Word, the Bible, that tells us about the great things You did for Your people who lived
long ago. Thank You for all You do for Your people today, all around the world. Thank You for letting us hear
of Your mighty works, and for using them to help us to keep trusting in You and living for You. Thank You for
hearing our prayers to do even more.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior that we might
become Your people. Help us to love hearing about the mighty things You have done, long ago and today.
Help us to praise You more because of what You have done. Help us to trust You and live for You. Help us to
encourage others who gather together with us. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts

p.2

Bible Truth 4 Story
The Case of the Amazing Answer Acts 12:1-18

Songs Used in Bible Truth 4

Big Q& A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Pray, Pray, Pray Ephesians 6:18, HCSB
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: Take Up the Whole Armor Ephesians 6:13,16-18, ESV
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: Help Us 2 Corinthians 1:13, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. Life was exciting for Christians in the big city of Jerusalem. They
fold the good news of Jesus tfo all who would listen. Many people not
only listened but believed! THOUSANDS of people had turned away
from their sins and trusted in Him as their Savior, just weeks after
Jesus had risen from the dead and gone to heaven!
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2. These new believers joined the other Christians as they gathered
fogether as a church.

This made the Christians so happy! They wanted everyone to be
saved from God's punishment for their sins. They wanted everyone
fo worship God and love one another. How exciting it was to see the
Holy Spirit work in the hearts of so many new people!
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3. But life wasn't just EXCITING for these Christians. It was dangerous,
foo. For while the Christions were happy dabout dll these new
believers, there were others in Jerusalem who were very, very
angry dbout it.

These enemies would do whatever they could fo STOP more people
from believing in Jesus. Perhaps angriest of dll the angry people,
were the important, Jewish leaders in Jerusalem. They did NOT
believe that Jesus was God's Son, the Savior. They thought Jesus
was just a fake.
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H. “We must stop those Christians from telling people about Jesus.
They are ruining everything,” these important leaders told each
other. And so, they began fo send soldiers fo hurt the Christians
and put them in jail. They even began to kill some of them.
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5.But no matter what those leaders did, the Christians kept on doing
the very things those important leaders did not want them to do.

They gathered together to worship God: they prayed fogether,
listened to preaching from God's Word, the Bible, and shared with
each other the amazing things God was doing.
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6. They gathered fogether to love one another, foo.

They cared for each other’s needs, making sure everyone had
enough food, clothes, and anything else they needed. And when
they left their church gatherings, what did they do? They kept on
feling people about Jesus, that even more might be saved.

“GRRRR,"” those important leaders were so mad! They must stop
these Christians, but how? All Jerusadlem waited to see what would
happen.
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1. It didn't take long to find out.

Herod Agrippd, the Roman king over Jerusalem, had been looking
for a way fo make friends with the Jewish leaders. The people of
Jerusalem didn't want a Roman king, and often disobeyed him. But
if Herod could make the Jewish leaders happy, they could help the
people be happy with him, foo.

Getting rid of these Christians was just the chance he was looking
for. So, King Herod sent his soldiers fo arrest Christians. He even had
them kill James, one of Jesus' first disciples! Oh, no!
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8.Now, the Christians were sad, and the Jewish leaders were happy.
Herod liked this. His plan was working.

So, he decided fo capture and maybe kil another, even more
important leader of the Christians. You might even be able fo guess
his name. It starts with a“P" andhe was one of Jesus' closest friends.

196



‘SpusiJg JS9SO]d ,Shsa
4O BUO SbM 3Y PUb .d. B YlIM S]JDJS || "SWibU SIY sSanb 0} s g UaAS JYBIW NOA “SUblSIY) ay)
40 Jopb9| Jubjioduul auow UsAS ‘Jayjoub [iy agAbW pub adnjdod o} papdap ay ‘oS ‘Burjiom som
upid siH "siy} pay|| poJaH ‘Addby adam sdapbs] YsiMar ayj pub ‘pos adam SUbliSIdy) 3y} ‘Moy] ‘8

197



9. It was Peter! Yes,

King Herod knew calching Peter would make those Jewish leaders
redlly, REALLY happy! No tfeling what Herod could get them fo do for
him, if he got rid of Peler.

“Catch Pefer and put him in jail,” King Herod ordered his soldiers.
And that’s just what they did. They found Peter and locked him up.
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(o))

—



‘dn wiy pay0o| pub Jajed punog
Asy] pip Asy} joym Jsnf sjoy} puy 'sJdslpjos siy padspdo podsH Bury .ol ut wiy ind pup Jsjed
Yoj0)., Usjed o pi Job 3y J ‘wiy Jog op o} wiayy J9b pjnod podsH joym Buils) oy jAddoy ATV
‘Aload SJSP3| YSIMI 9S0Y| oWl pjnoM Jajad Bulyojod mauy podsH Bury ‘saA jJ9)od sPM || b

(SN=)

T e ) — VA

199



0. “Guard Peter carefully! Chain him to two soldiers,” the soldiers
were fold. “And put two extra soldiers outside the door of his jail
room, just fo be sure,” King Herold ordered. “We don't want Peter to
escape. | will bring him out to the people in a few days and decide
what should happen to him then. Perhaps | willkill himlike | did James,”
Herod said.
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Il. What would the Christians do now? Their enemies were getting so
strong. They had killed James, and now Peter was in jaiil.

What would they do if Herod killed him, too? Should they stop
gathering fogether? Should they stop feling people about Jesus?
No, they SHOULDN'T! Could they try fo get Peter out of jail? No, they
couLDN'T!

Then, what COULD they do???
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2. The believers knew what fo do. They gathered fogether and
asked for help from the One who could always help: the LORD!
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13. So, the believers gathered together and prayed and prayed.

“Please, God, make Peter bold and brave. Please, God, free him
from jail. Please, God, help us fo keep on felling people about Jesus,”
they asked Him.
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M. Day aftfer day, night after night, Peter stayed in jail. Day after
day, night after night, the little church of believers kept gathering
fogether fo pray for him. But sfil, nothing happened.

Didn't God hear them? Wasn't He listening? Didn't He care? Yes, God
heard them. He was listening, and He cared. But, He was doing
everything in His perfect way and in His perfect time.
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5. At last, it was the very night before King Herod would bring Peter
out, and probably kill him. Once again, the church gathered fo pray,
this time at Mary’s house (the mother of John Mark).

“Please, God, make Peter bold and brave. Please, God, free him
from jail. And please, God, help us fo keep on teling people about
Jesus,” they prayed. And at last, God answered their prayers...
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6. ...with a great, big, amazing YES! Let's see what God did.
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I7. Deep in the jail, Peter slept, sfill tied to two soldiers with chains.
Outside his jail room, two soldiers still kept guard. They wanted to
makKe sure this night of dll nights that Peter did not escape!

But suddenly, a light shone in the jail cell. God had sent someone 1o
help Peter. Who could it be?
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8. It was an angel from heaven!

The angel struck Peter on the side and woke him saying, “Get up
quickly!” “Clank!” off the chains fell from Peter's hands and to the
ground, by God's power.

“Get dressed and put on your sandails,” the angel urged Pefer. “Wrap
your cloak around you and follow me.”
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9. Peter did just what the angel said. He got dressed, then followed
the angel through the door, right past the guards, without anyone
noticing them.

Then, “CREEAK!" the outer heavy, iron gate of the jail opened for
them, dll by itself. Pefer and the angel passed through the gate and
info the dark streets of Jerusalem. Isn't God amazing!
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20. Then, the angel left Pefer as suddenly as he came.

Peter stood dlone in the dark, amazed. The LORD had rescued him!
He was freel Where should Peter go? What should Pefer do? Who
should Peter tell?

Peter knew EXACTLY where fo go and what fo do and who fo felll He
would fell the other believers!
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2l. Peter made his way through the dark streets to the house where
the believers gathered to pray. Oh, no! The door was locked.

“Knock, knock!" Peter rapped on the door of the gateway until
Rhodda, the servant girl came. “lIt’'s mel Let me in!" Pefer whispered
fo her.

“lt's Pefer! It's Pefer! | know his voicel God has rescued him,” Rhoda
exclaimed.
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22. Rhoda ran to fell to the others the good news, but was so excited
that she forgot to let Peter in.

“You are crazy! It can't be Peter! Peter is in jail” they told her. How
funny that the believers were praying for God fo rescue Peter, but
didn't believe God had redlly done it!
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23. But when Peter kept knocking, and at last, they opened the door.
It really WAS Pefer!

Peter motioned for them fo be quiet. He had escaped, but how long
would it be before his enemies would come looking for him? He
must be carefull
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24. Then, Peter shared with the little church the amazing way God
had answered their prayers.

No enemy could stop God's people with God answering their prayers!
God's plans would always win! How they dll praised God that night
for dll the amazing things that He had donel
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 15,
Bible Truth 5




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 5 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Baptizing People Who Trust in and
Live for Jesus!

Jesus told His disciples to baptize everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Him as their Savior.
Baptism is a picture of the new life that begins when someone becomes a Christian. God has forgiven their sins
and made them His people. God has filled their hearts with His Holy Spirit and made it new. They are leaving
their old life behind and beginning a new life of living for Jesus.

Not just anyone gets baptized. Baptism is a big deal. The godly leaders at church want to make sure that the
person being baptized really understands the good news of Jesus and what it means to live as one of God's
people. Sometimes a person is ready to be baptized very soon. But sometimes, the leaders think it's best if the
person has more time to make sure that they really understand the good news of Jesus and are ready to live it
out. It may not feel good to be told to wait, but the leaders want to do what’s best for this person and what’s
best for the church.

On baptism day, God’s people gather together to watch, pray and celebrate. The person being baptized stands
up and shares the story of how he came to trust in Jesus as his Savior. He tells of his desire to live God’s way and
to gather together with God'’s people.

Then at last, it's baptism time! The new believer wades into the water with one of the pastors. The pastor holds
onto the person as they lean back into the water for a few seconds. This is to remember that Jesus died and
was buried for their sins. It's a picture that their old life of disobeying God is over. That life died with Jesus. Then,
the pastor helps him/her come up out of the water. This reminds them that Jesus rose from the dead for them.
He completely paid God’s punishment for the sins. He has forgiven them once and for all. With God’s help, they
are beginning a new life of knowing, loving and obeying God. Often, everyone claps and cheers as the new
believer comes up out of the water. They are so happy that someone else is telling the world that they are one
of God's people and want to live for Him forever. We can become one of God’s people when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: Acts 2:38, ESV

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

Learn a Little: “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Meaning:

What a wonderful gift God has given us in Jesus! Through Him, we can be forgiven our sins and can become God’s
people forever. What do we have to do to receive this gift? Repent of our sins (that is, turning away from wanting
to disobey God and live for Him instead) and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God promises to save all who come to
Him like this! And what happens when someone does this? God hears his prayers and forgives him. God puts His
Holy Spirit in their heart and they begin a whole new life with God.

God wants all who repent and believe in Jesus to be baptized as a special sign to everyone of what has happened
inside their heart. Their old way of living is gone. They are forgiven! They are saved! And now they belong to God

and live for Him! Have you ever been to a baptism?

We can become one of God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 5 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2
Bible Truth 5 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church, through Jesus. He is why we can become Your people.

C God, we know that we can never become Your people on our own. We have all turned away from You and
Your good ways. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for providing the way for us to become Your people through Jesus. Thank You for giving a
new life to all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him. Thank You for giving us baptism to help us
remember the new way of life You give to all who do this.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to one
day be able to stand before God’s people and tell the story of how You saved us. Help us to trust our leaders
to know when we are ready to be baptized and when we need to still wait and grow.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 5 Story
The Case of the Up and Down Sign Matthew 28; Acts 1-2, 8:35-36, 10:47, 16:14-15,31-34

Songs Used in Bible Truth 5

Big Q& A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: Repent, Repent and Be Baptized Acts 2:38-39, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: The Time Is Fulfilled Mark 1:15, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: The Time Mark 1:15, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. “Wait, then gol” Jesus told His disciples.

“WAIT in Jerusalem until you receive God's Holy Spirit. He will live in
your hearts and will give you the power to do everything God wants
you fo do,” Jesus tfold them.
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2. “Then GO! Go into all the world, fo dll peoples, everywhere. Tell
them about Me,” Jesus fold His disciples.

“Tell them fo turn away from disobeying God and trust in Me as
their Savior. Teach them everything I've faught you. Baplize these
new believers. This tells everyone that they are God's people and
My disciples. They are choosing fo turn away from their old life
and now live fo please God, instead,” Jesus said.
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3. “You won't see Me anymore. 'm going fo heaven now,” Jesus told
His disciples. “But | sfill will be with you always until | return fo earth,
at the end of time,” He promised.

And that's just what happened. Jesus went up to heaven, and His
disciples went back to Jerusalem fo wait for the Holy Spirit. And
waiit, they did. One day, two days, three days, a week, even nine
days! Still no Holy Spir:it!

Would He ever come? Had Jesus forgotten His promise?
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4. NO, Jesus had not forgotten. YES, the Holy Spirit would come! He
was waiting for the perfect time: DAY 10, the Day of Pentecost.

Suddenly, “Whoosh,” there was a sound like a great wind in the
room. Then, “Sparkle, sparkle,” something that looked like flames of
fire appeared over their heads. After this grand announcement,
the Holy Spirit came quietly fo live in the hearts of dll the believers
who gathered fogether that day.
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5. The Holy Spirit might have come quietly, but He came powerfully,
fool He gave the believers strength and courage and wisdom fo do
everything God wanted them fo do. The believers had waited.

The Holy Spirit had come. Now, what it was time fo do? Can you
remember what Jesus fold them? Now, it was time to GO! But go
WHERE? To the whole world! And take WHAT special message? The
good news of Jesus!
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6. So, that's what they did, starting right there in Jerusalem.

“Jesus is God's Son, come fo save sinners from the punishment they
deserve from God,” Peter told a huge crowd in Jerusalem. “Turn
away from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior!” he urged
them. “Be baptized as a sign that God has forgiven you and you are
living a new life for Hm."
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1. The Holy Spirit helped Peter fell the good news of Jesus that day.
The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts of the listeners, too. Many
people heard and believed.

The Bible tells us about 3000 of them became God's people that one
day! How wonderfull
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8. When someone becomes one of God's people, God works BIG
changes in them. There's a change of heart on the INSIDE and a
change of life on the OUTSIDE. They are like brand-new people.

Jesus gave God's people a special sign as a picture of this new
beginning. Can you remember what it is? lt's baptism. So, one by
one, Peter led these new believers into the water to be baptized. “|
baptize you in the name of God, the Father, Jesus, the Son of God,
and God, the Holy Spirit,” he told each person.

6
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4. Then, Peter carefully lowered each believer down info the water.
Down they went, as a picture of their old life gone and their sins
forgiven, taken away by Jesus when He died on the cross and was
buried in a grave.
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|0. Then a moment later, Pefer liffed them back up out of the water.
Up they came, as a picture of their new life for God begun. A new
life given to them by Jesus, who rose from the dead. He had beaten

sin and death for them. Now, they would get to live forever with
God!
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. Baptism was a big step for these believers.

No, it didn't save them from their sins, or make them God's people.
God saves dll who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior, whether they are baptized or not.

But, baptism WAS a very BIG sign. It told everyone: “This person is
a follower of Jesus now. Waich him! Waich her! They will show you
what Jesus is like and how God wants us to live, loving Him and loving
one another.”
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12. And others cerfainly did watch these new believers and dll these
baptisms.

Enemies walched and were angry. But many others waiched, and
when they saw the changed lives of these new believers, they
wanted o hear about Jesus, too.
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13. Baptism was a sign of another very happy gift from God: the
gift of a new family. God had made these new believers a part of
His family, the Church.

Now, they were God's children, and dll the other believers were their
new, adopted brothers and sisters through Jesus. They gathered
all together, listening fo preaching from God's Word and learning
how to live as God's people. They praised God and cared for each
other's needs. Oh, how the Church in Jerusalem was growing and
enjoying new life in Jesus!
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4. But Jerusalem was just the beginning of the “Go” Jesus had given
them. Where else did Jesus tell them fo go and make disciples? To
the WHOLE WORLD! So, away they went!
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5. Philip went to the land of Samariq, just outside of Israel. The Holy
Spirit helped him tell them the good news of Jesus:

“Jesus is God's Son. Come fo save sinners from the punishment they
deserve from God,” Philip fold the people of Samaria. “Turn away
from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior! Be baptized as
a sign that God has forgiven you and you are living a new life for
Him,” he urged them.
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6. The Holy Spirit helped Philip tell the good news of Jesus that day,
and He worked in the hearts of the listeners, too. Many turned
away from their sins, trusfed in Jesus as their Savior, and were
baptized.
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I7. Philip gathered them together info anew, little church of believers.
They listened to Philip preach God's Word, and they learned how
fo live as God's people. They praised God together and cared for
each other's needs.

Oh, how the Church in Samaria was growing and enjoying new life
in Jesus!

274



isnso

Ul 91| Mau BulAofus pup Buimodb som blabwibs Ul Ydodany) 3y} Moy 'y ‘Spasu s,J9yjo Ydbd Jo4
paJd pub Jayjaboy pog) pasibad Aay] ‘sjdoad s,p09 sb aAl| 0] Moy paudna| Asy} pub ‘pJIoMm Spo9
Yoaud dijiyd o} paus)si Asy] ‘sdaAsleq 0 Yd4nyd 3jL})| ‘MaU b ojul Joyjabo} way} padayiob diiyd i

| ™

& e

A

dalo13u}
A0

[ 48440 Yor3
—1 Ao

3

om@ | /a

275



18. But Samaria wasn't the ends of the earth. It was only the land
next door fo Israel. There were many more people, in many other
places, who needed 1o hear the good news of Jesus, foo.

So, away went people like Paul and Barnabas, Timothy and Titus,
over the mountains and across the seq, fo tell more people.
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9. “Jesus is God's Son, come fo save sinners from the punishment
they deserve from God,” they told all who would listen. “Turn away
from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior! Be baptized as
a sign that God has forgiven you and you are living a new life for
Him,” they urged everyone.
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20. The Holy Spirit helped these men fell the good news of Jesus,
and He worked in the hearts of those listening. The Spirit gave them
the gift of faith fo hear and believe. They turned away from their
sins, trusted in Jesus as their Savior, and THEN what did they do?
They were baptized!
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2l. Then, Paul and Barnabas, Timothy and Titus gathered together
these new believers info little churches.

The believers listened fo these pastors preach God's Word, and they
learned how fo live as God's people. They praised God together and
cared for each other's needs.

Oh, how the Church in these faraway places was growing and
enjoying new life in Jesus!
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22. Many years have passed since Jesus sent out those first
Christians fo share the gospel with the world. But sadly, there are
still so many people, in so many places, who have never about Jesus.

And that's why Christians today are still obeying Jesus' command
fo go. That's why they are sfill feling people to turn away from
disobeying God and fo trust in Jesus as their Savior. And, they are
still baptizing all who do, as a sign that they have been forgiven by
God and are living a new life for Him.
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23. And Christians will keep on going, and telling, and baptizing new

believers until the Church has finished growing and Jesus comes
back.

Then, at last, dll of God's people will be gathered dll together, as
one, big family, fo live with God forever. What a wonderful day that
will bel!
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IDIEIER IDOVRTINI

DETECITIVES |
- ———X_— >

Simple Story Scenes

Unit 15,
Bible Truth 6




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together

Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together” Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV

Bible Truth 6 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Remembering Jesus Died to
Save Them!

When God's people gather together, they remember how Jesus died to save them. They do this with a special
meal called “the Lord’s Supper.” It's called this because Jesus shared it with His own special followers on the
night before He died on the cross.

There are only two, little pieces of food eaten at the Lord’s Supper: a little piece of bread and a little grape juice
or wine.That’s because it's not really about eating a whole, big meal. It's about remembering what Jesus did for
God'’s people when He died on the cross.

The bread stands for Jesus’ body, that He offered up for the sins of God'’s people. He took in His body, the
punishment they deserved from God for their sins. He did this so they would never have to know that
punishment themselves.

The grape juice or wine stands for Jesus’ blood shed when He died on the cross. Blood was a part of every big,
covenant promise. It reminded everyone that this promise must be kept, no matter what. Jesus said the juice/
wine was to remind God'’s people of His blood given to make a new covenant/forever promise with God. It
meant that no matter what, His payment for their sins was enough. They would always be forgiven. They would
always be God'’s people, having special closeness with Him now. And one day, living with Him forever.

When God’s people take the Lord’s Supper, it is a very special time. People are usually very quiet. Many think
about the ways they have disobeyed God and ask for His forgiveness. Many thank God for sending Jesus to
save them. Jesus told God’s people that they were to keep on celebrating this special meal until He comes back
at the end of time. Only God’s people who repent of their sins, trust in Jesus as their Savior, and are baptized
should take the Lord’s Supper. We can become God’s people, too, when we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior.

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse: Luke 22:19,20, ESV

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had
eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”

Learn a Little: “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Meaning

When God’s people gather together at church, they remember how Jesus died on the cross to save them. They
remember that He let His body be hurt and His blood be spilled out as He suffered and died for their sins. How
do they do this? The way Jesus told His disciples to: with a special little meal of bread and wine or grape juice.
The bread is eaten as a way to remember how His body for broken on the cross for their sins. The wine or grape
juice is drunk as a way to remember that it was His blood that paid for their sins so they could be forgiven by
God. God'’s people have this special meal often, just like Jesus told them to. How thankful they are for Jesus and
all He did for them!

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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Big Question 15, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Bible Truth 6 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church.

C God, this special meal reminds us of what Jesus did to save sinners like us. We know that we have all chosen
to live life our own way. We have all chosen not to love You or obey Your good ways. We need a Savior! You
are our only hope.

T God, thankYou for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for His body, given to pay for the sins of all who
trust in Him as their Savior. Thank You for His blood, given as the promise that those who turn away from
their sins and trust in Jesus are Your people forever.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your
people. Use this special meal to remind us of what Jesus has done.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 6 Story
The Case of the Remembered Rescue Exodus 12; Luke 22; Isaiah 25:6-9

Songs Used in Bible Truth 6

Big Q&A 15 Song

Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?

Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Stir Up  Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1

Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse: This Is My Body Luke 22:19,20, ESV
Bible Truth 6 Extra Bible Verse: He Took Bread Luke 22:19,20, HCSB

listen to or download songs for free at https.//praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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|. Every year, the people of Israel gathered together fo remember
how God rescued them from their strong enemies, the Egyptians.

300



‘supljdAB3 ay} ‘seiwsus Buods sy}
WioJdz Wiay} pandsad pog Moy Jogquiswiad o} Joyjaboy padayjbb poJs| o sjdoad ayj ‘upbah Auang |

g

i

AN
/ 1
1

301



2. The Egyptians had made the people of Israel their slaves. They
were so mean fo them!

They made the people of Israel work tferribly hard and didn't pay
them. They hurt them when they didn't work hard enough, and
they planned to never let them go.

The people of Israel cried out to God, “Help us, help us! Save us from
these strong enemies!” Would the LORD hear them? Would He help
them?
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3. Yes, He would! The LORD heard them, and He sent Moses to help
them.

Through Moses, the LORD did many amazing things fo show the
Egyptians that He was the one, true God. The LORD would make the
Egyptians free the people of Israel.
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4. The day before the people of Israel were to be freed, the LORD
gave them special instructions through Moses: “I'm going fo send
a ferrible punishment into Egypt tonight,” says the LORD. “After this
ferrible punishment, the Egyptians will free you.”
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5. “But there is something you must do, if the ferrible punishment is
not to come upon you, f0o,” the LORD fold them. “Each family must
fake the blood of alamb and put it adlong the top and sides of the
door to your home,” the LORD said.

“If you do this, | promise the terrible punishment will pass over you
and you will be saved. Only your enemies, the Egyptians, will be
punished,” the LORD told them through Moses.
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6. “Aftfer the terrible punishment comes fo the Egyptians, it will be
fime for you fo go,” the LORD said. “Hurry, get everything ready
now. You'll be leaving early in the morning. Don't even wait for your
bread to get puffy and rise. There's no fime. Bake it and edat it flat,
so you'll be ready tfo go,” they were fold.

“Tonight, is your last night in Egypt,” the LORD said. “Celebratel Eat the
lamb whose blood you put on your doors and eat the flat bread at
dinner tonight. Do this to remember what I'm doing for you.”

o
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1. Their last night in Egypt!? Could this redlly be true? The king of
Egypt had promised to let them go before, but changed his mind
every time. Would the king redlly let them go now? Would the people
of Israel believe the LORD’s promise and obey Him?
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8. Yes, they would!

The people of Israel did everything the LORD fold them 1o do. They
put lamb's blood on the tops and sides of their doors. They packed
up their things. They didn't wait for their bread fo get puffy, like
they usudlly did, but baked it flat. And that night, they ate the lamb
and the flat bread fo remember what the LORD was doing for
them.
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9. Late that night, the ferrible punishment came, just as the LORD
said. It came upon every single Egyptian family, because there was
no lamb’s blood around their doors.

But the punishment passed over the people of Israel. The LORD had
Kept His promise and spared them this punishment, thanks to the
blood of the lamb.
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0. “Boo Hoo! Boo Hoo!” cried the Egyptians. “How terrible is the LORD’s
punishment on us! We don't want the people of Israel fo stay here
and work for us anymorel Go away, people of Israel Leave our
country!” they exclaimed.
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I. “Yay! Yay!" shouted the people of Israel. “Praise the LORD! He has
freed us!”

They gathered up their belongings and walked out of Egypt. They
were so glad fo be leaving their enemies! What a great day this
was for the people of Israel. The LORD had rescued them with such
powerful signs and wonders.
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2. “Remember this Passover nightl Remember this day when |
rescued you and freed you from your enemies! “Once a year, | want
you fo eat a special meal to remember,” the LORD told the people of
Israel through Moses.
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13.“Drink red wine (juice of grapes) andremember how My punishment
passed over you. | kept the promise | made fo you through the lamb’s
blood,” the LORD said. “Eat flat bread and remember how quickly
you had fo leave when | freed you from the Egyptians.

Celebrate the Passover every year, so you won't forget the great
things | did fo save you from your enemies,” the LORD fold them.
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M. So, for hundreds of years, dll the way down fo Jesus' day, the
people of Israel kept on remembering the Passover with the specidl,
red wine (juice from grapes) and the very flat bread.

They had so much to celebrate! After dll, what greater enemy than
the Egyptians would they ever face? And, what greater punishment
would they need to be rescued from than the terrible punishment
the Egyplians received that Passover night?
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I5. Well, the truth is, there WAS a greater enemy, and a bigger
punishment they needed to be rescued from. The enemy was sin.
And the punishment was death -being separated from God and dlll
His goodness forever.

And this enemy and this punishment weren't just trouble for the
people of Egypt or the people of Israel. These were trouble for the
whole world. For you see, we dll are sinners who have disobeyed
God and we dll deserve the LORD’s punishment for our sins.
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6. Yes, the sin in our hearts is a far stronger enemy than those
Egyplians ever werel

Butl who could rescue people from this kind of enemy? Who could
save us from God's punishment? Would the blood of an ordinary
lamb be enough, like it was for the Passover?

No, the blood of that kind of lamb would never be enough! But there
WAS blood that WAS enough. The blood of God's perfect Son. Do you
Know His name? li's Jesus!
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I7. John the Baptist gave Jesus a special nickname: the Lamb of God.
John knew Jesus had come to save God's people.

Jesus would live a perfect life, then give it as the full payment for
the sins of God's people. Jesus would take away their sins by taking
their punishment. Oh, how God loves His people, that He would give
His only Son do fo this!
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18. Jesus told His disciples He would die for God's people, but they
didn't undersfand.

At last, came the night when Jesus would be led away fo die. It was
the Passover, so He and His disciples gathered fogether 1o eat the
special meal and remember how God rescued the people of Israel
from the Egyptians.

Only this time, Jesus used the wine and the flat bread to fell about
the even GREATER rescue God was about fo do for ALL of God's
people.
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I9. Jesus fook the flat bread, and said, “This Passover flat bread
helped you remember God's rescue of Israel long ago. Now, eat it
fo remember something new,” Jesus told His disciples. “This is My
body broken for you.”

“Tomorrow, | will give My body as the perfect sacrifice for you and
all of God's people when | suffer and die on the cross. Take it and
eat it; and, remember Me when you do!”
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20. Then, Jesus picked up the cup of red wine, and said, “This
Passover wine helped you remember the lamb’s blood God used,
so His punishment would pass over Israel. Now, drink it to remember
something new,” Jesus told them. “This is My blood poured out for
you.”

“Tomorrow,| willpay for the sins of God's people with My blood when
| die on the cross,” Jesus said. “Take it and drink it; and, remember
Me when you do.”
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2l. "“Because of Me, God is making a new, big covenant promise with
His people. They will be forgiven their sins forever.”

“And on the Last Day, when God gives out His punishment for sins, He
will pass over His people --dll those who have turned away from
disobeying God and have trusted in Me as their Savior. They won't
be punished because | will have diready taken God's punishment
for them on the cross,” Jesus explained.
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22. “After I'm gone, eat this little meal when you gather together
with God's people. Use it fo remember what I've done for you. Keep
on edting it regularly until the day | come back as King, and put an
end fo sin and death forever,” Jesus told them.

The disciples were sad and surprised by Jesus' words. Would He
redlly die as He said He would?
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23. Yes, He would!

Later that night, soldiers came and fook Jesus away. The next day,
Jesus was nailed fo a cross; and there, He suffered and died for
the sins of God's people, just as He said He would.
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24. Jesus was buried in a cave-grave by friends, but He wouldn't
stay therel

On Day One, Two, Three, Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus had really
paid for the sins of God's people. He had beaten sin and death for
theml
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25. Jesus' disciples were so happy! They spread the wonderful
news to everyone: “Come, repent and believe in Jesus. Because of
Him, your sins can be forgiven, and you can become God's people,”
they exclaimed.

And as they told the good news of Jesus, many people turned
away from their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. God was
growing His Churchl!
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26. The believers gathered together to worship God and love one
another. And when they gathered, they ate the special meal of flat
bread and red wine. They cadlled it “the Lord's Supper"; and through
it, they remembered how Jesus gave His life that God's punishment
would pass over them.
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2] Even today, God's people still gather fogether to worship God and
love one another. And they STILL take the Lord's Supper together.
They eat the flat bread and drink the red wine (or grape juice)
and remember what Jesus did for them when He suffered and
died on the cross.

And they will keep on edating and drinking this special meal until
Jesus comes back when His plans for this world are finished.
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28. Then, at last, this meal will never be eaten again. Instead, God's
people will have a NEW med, called the Wedding Feast of the Lamb.

The food will be the best food anyone has ever tasted! The drink will
be rich and delicious, foo. And it will be the biggest and best party

EVER, fo celebrate the best day EVER: the day when God's people
will be joined with Jesus, dll together, face-to-face, forever!
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29. Sin, sadness, and death will be gone. And God's people will go
on enjoying the Perfect Wonderfulness of God forever. Forever
happy. Forever fogether. Forever praising God.
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 1

Big Question 15: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Praising God for Jesus’Win over Death!

Bible Truth 1 Meaning

On one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for God'’s people. He was buried in a grave, but He didn't stay there. He rose up
from the grave on Day Three—Sunday! He was alive and would be forevermore! Ever since that first and best Sunday when Jesus beat
sin and death, God’s people have been gathering together each week to celebrate. (The big, Bible word for God’s people gathered to-
gether is “congregation.’) They sing and pray and listen to God’s Word. They rejoice that Jesus had beaten sin and death for them. They
are happy the Holy Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forward to the day when Jesus will come back and all of God’s people will at last
gather together forever as one, big family. That will be the biggest and best celebration of alll Now all who turn away from their sins
and trust in Jesus as their Savior receive God's forgiveness for their sins. He sends His Holy Spirit to live in their hearts and helps them
love God and live for Him the rest of their lives. Forever they will be God’s dearly-loved people! What an amazing gift God has given
us through Jesus! God’s people love to celebrate together, but they are always hoping for more to join them. That’s why they tell their
neighbors nearby the good news of Jesus. (The big, Bible word for telling others about Jesus is “evangelism.) And that’s why they even
travel to faraway lands to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big, Bible word for going to another land to tell people about Jesus
is “missions!”) They want everyone to hear the good news of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. (The big, Bible
word for the good news of Jesus is “the gospel.”) They want them all to become God’s people and join the Sunday celebration of what
God has done through Jesus! We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Sundays
will be our celebration day, too!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!
“He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”--1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
Some Questions for You

1. On what day of the week did Jesus rise from the dead? Sunday.

2.Why do God'’s people meet together on Sundays? That'’s the day Jesus rose from the dead.

3. What did Jesus show when He rose from the dead? That He really had beaten death when He died on the cross.

4.Thinking about what makes God'’s people very happy? Thinking about how Jesus took away their punishment once and for all.

5.To whom do God’s people tell the good news of Jesus? Why? To their nearby neighbors and people who live in faraway lands. They hope
they will all become God's people and gather with them, too!

6. How can we become God'’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for being so powerful that You beat sin and death for them.

C God, we know that Sunday should be a special celebration day. It's the day Jesus rose from the dead. But sometimes, we would
rather not go to church and celebrate. We would rather do something else that seems more fun. We don't treasure what Jesus did
on the cross. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for beating sin and death for God'’s people through Jesus. Thank You that they don’t have to face Your punishment
for sin. They get to know You in their hearts now, and get to live with You in heaven when they die. Thank You that we can be Your
people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to celebrate Jesus' win over sin
and death as we gather together with God’s people at church. In Jesus'name we pray, Amen.

. . Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible
) 7 '
Let’s SIng about What We're Learnlng' story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

Big Q & A 15 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 12 (sung to the tune of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)
Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?
Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to love one another!

Big Question 15 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 13
Refrain:
Why do God’s people go to church?
To worship God and love one another.

Why do God’s people go to church? Verse 2 Verse 3

To worship God and love one another. God'’s people gather to worship God. God’s people gather to love one another,
Verse 1: To sing His praises and pray. In acts of kindness and grace.

A church is God's people, They listen to preaching, They love one another,

Gathered together. From God'’s Word, the Bible, Like sisters and brothers,

It's not a building of bricks. To better love Him each day. Helping all to live God’s way.

It's made up of people, Refrain Refrain

Who follow Jesus,
In faith and repentance. Refrain

DDD BQ 15 BT 1 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2 368
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 2

Big Question 15: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Praising God for Jesus'Win over Death!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!
“He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”--1 Peter 1:3, HCSB

Learn a Little: He has given us a new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”
Meaning

When we are born as babies, we have our first birth. But did you know that all who turn away from their sins and trust in
Jesus as their Savior are given a new birth? Not a new birth as a baby again. This isn't a new birth for our bodies. God gives
our heart a new birth. He forgives all our sins and gives us a new heart filled with the Holy Spirit --a heart that knows God,
and wants to love Him and live for Him. Jesus is why God'’s people get to have this wonderful new birth. He died on the
cross for their sins. He made the way for them to be God’s people. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. He was resurrected. (That's a
big Bible word meaning that He rose from the dead.) Yes, on that third day--that glorious Easter Sunday morning-- He rose
from the dead, showing that He had really beaten sin and death for them. Jesus is alive for evermore. And He is the living
hope of God’s people that one day, they, too, will live face to face with God forever! We can be God'’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Some Questions for You

1.What kind of new birth does God offer to us, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior? A new
birth in our heart (not that we are born like babies again).
2. What is this new birth in our heart like? God forgives all of our sins. He fills our heart with His Holy Spirit. We want to know
and love God. We want to live for Him.
3. What did Jesus do that makes it possible for us to have this new birth in our hearts? He died on the cross for the sins of
God's people. He rose from the dead (was resurrected) on the third day, proving that He really had beaten sin and death for
them.
4. How can we become one of God'’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

A Jesus, we praise You for being willing to leave the Perfect Wonderfulness of heaven to be our Savior. You came to bring
us to God.

C You came to bring us to God because we are all sinners who deserve God'’s punishment. How we need You to be our
Savior!

T ThankYou, Jesus, for dying on the cross to save all who turn away from their sins and trust in You as their Savior.

S Work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins. Help us to trust in You as our Savior. Help us to tell others about
You. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

He Has Given Us a New Birth: 1 Peter 1:3, HCSB from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 17

He has given us a new birth,

Into a living hope,

He has given us a new birth,

Into a living hope,

Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
He has given us a new birth,

Into a living hope,

He has given us a new birth,

Into a living hope.

First Peter One, three.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

DDD BQ 15 BT 1 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2

370



L'bd SwoH xe1/199ys buliojo) €7 1°51 AAd "JOU Op 1By 3Y3 pue plig 3y "Buojaq ssoid Yy} pue piopp s,poo ‘bulkesd ajdoad ‘snsaf uamsuy

IoH v $S0J) v pJoMm S0

= o

31419 JHL

Jayjebo] BuiApug pJg v snsaf

‘Buojeq Joyj Jnog 3y} FO saxod Y} Ul X Ub |Nd ¢JOU Op oM UdIYM ¢AJojs Jno Ul Buojag sanjp asay} F0 Jnoj YdIym

371



Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 3

Big Question 15: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Praising God for Jesus’Win over Death!

Bible Truth 1 Meaning

On one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for God’s people. He was buried in a grave, but He didn't stay there.
He rose up from the grave on Day Three—Sunday! He was alive and would be forevermore! Ever since that first and best
Sunday when Jesus beat sin and death, God'’s people have been gathering together each week to celebrate. (The big, Bible
word for God’s people gathered together is “congregation.’) They sing and pray and listen to God’s Word. They rejoice that
Jesus had beaten sin and death for them. They are happy the Holy Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forward to the day
when Jesus will come back and all of God’s people will at last gather together forever as one, big family. That will be the
biggest and best celebration of all! Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior receive God'’s
forgiveness for their sins. He sends His Holy Spirit to live in their hearts and helps them love God and live for Him the rest
of their lives. Forever they will be God’s dearly-loved people! What an amazing gift God has given us through Jesus! God'’s
people love to celebrate together, but they are always hoping for more to join them. That’s why they tell their neighbors
nearby the good news of Jesus. (The big, Bible word for telling others about Jesus is “evangelism.”) And that’s why they
even travel to faraway lands to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big, Bible word for going to another land to tell peo-
ple about Jesus is “missions.”) They want everyone to hear the good news of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior. (The big, Bible word for the good news of Jesus is “the gospel”) They want them all to become God’s people
and join the Sunday celebration of what God has done through Jesus! We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Sundays will be our celebration day, too!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”--1 Peter 1:3, HCSB

Some Questions for You

1.Where did God’s people go on the Sabbath that was different from the other days of the week? They went to worship God
and learn from His Word, the Bible.

2. What happened that changed the day that God’s people gathered together to worship God? Jesus came. He died on the
cross and then rose from the dead on the third day--a Sunday.

3. Why did God’s people start gathering together on the Sunday instead of the Sabbath? To celebrate that Jesus rose from
the dead on that first Sunday. They were celebrating Jesus’ win over sin and death for God's people.

4, What did Jesus tell His disciples to do, so that more and more might gather together with them and celebrate how He
rose from the dead and beat sin and death? To tell the good news of Jesus to their nearby neighbors and to those who lived in
faraway lands, that they might all become God's people and live as His disciples.

5. Do people at your church gather together on a Sunday? Yes! Now you know why!

6. How can we become God'’s people? How can Sunday become our special celebration day, too? By turning away from our
sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for being so powerful that You beat sin and
death for them.

C God, we know that Sunday should be a special celebration day. It's the day Jesus rose from the dead. But sometimes,
we would rather not go to church and celebrate. We would rather do something else that seems more fun. We don't
treasure what Jesus did on the cross. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for beating sin and death for God’s people through Jesus. Thank You that they don‘t have to face Your
punishment for sin. They get to know You in their hearts now, and get to live with You in heaven when they die. Thank
You that we can be Your people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to celebrate Jesus’
win over sin and death as we gather together with God'’s people at church. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!
. . Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible
Blg Q &A15 Hym n: Breth ren, We Have Met to Worsh Ip story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 15 Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together
Verse 1 from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 16
Brethren, we have met to worship, Praise the Lord together saying:
And adore the Lord, our God. “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!”
Will you pray with all your power, Praise the Lord together saying:
While we try to preach the Word? “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!" (repeat)

Words: George Atkins Music: William Moore
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 2, Lesson 1

Big Question 15: Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Learning from God's Word, the Bible!

Bible Truth 2 Meaning

God'’s people gather together to learn from the Bible. There is no other book like it. It alone is God's Word. It is the best place to find out
about God and how to obey Him. But that’s not alll The Bible is not just words that God’s people listen to and learn from. God's Word
is powerful! The Holy Spirit works inside of people as they hear God’s Word. He uses it to help them turn away from their sins and trust
in Jesus as their Savior. This is how we become God's people. (The big, Bible word for this is “conversion.”) And, He uses it to help us to
know God better, to give us hope, and to obey Him. This is how we live as God'’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is “discipleship.’)
Sometimes God’s people learn from the Bible in little groups. (You are probably learning about the Bible in one of these right now!) But
the most important way God'’s people learn from God’s Word is when they all gather together as a congregation and listen to a godly
man preach from the Bible. The Bible calls these men, pastors (or elders). God has called them to preach God’s Word and to lead God's
people in living for Him. What a great gift they are to God'’s people! The pastor stands in front of the congregation (God's people gathered
together). He reads to them from the Bible and explains what it means. He helps them understand how to live it out. (The big, Bible word
for this is “expositional preaching.”) The Holy Spirit helps the pastor and the congregation as they study God’s Word together. It is very
important for God’s people to hear the Bible when they gather together. God uses it to work powerfully in their lives. We can be God's
people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching”” --1 Timothy 4:13, ESV
Some Questions for You

1. What is another word for God'’s Word, the Bible? Scripture.

2. What book tells God’s people how God wants them to live? The Bible does.

3. How is the Bible powerful to do inside of God's people? It is powerful to help them love God and live for Him.

4.Where do God'’s people meet all together and listen to God’s Word? At church.

5.Who teaches them about God’s Word when they meet together? Godly leaders.

6. What do the godly leaders teach when they read God's Word? What it tells us about God and how God wants us to live.

7. What is the first, very wonderful thing that God can use His Word to do in our hearts when we listen to it? God can use it to help us to
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. He can make us His people!

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for giving us the Bible and godly leaders to teach it to us.

C God, sometimes we don't want to learn from the Bible. Sometimes, we don't want to listen to the pastors preach from Your Word.
There are other things we would rather do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for not leaving us on our own, but giving us Your Word, the Bible, to learn from and to live by. Thank You for all the
people in church who help us understand Your Word and live it out. Thank You for our pastors and teachers.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love Your Word and learn it. Help
us live it out. Help our pastors and teachers to teach us well about You. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible
story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

Let’s Sing about What We're Learning!

Big Q & A 15 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 12 (sung to the tune of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)
Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?
Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to love one another!

Big Question 15 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 13
Refrain:
Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and love one another.

Why do God’s people go to church? Verse 2 Verse 3
To worship God and love one another. God’s people gather to worship God. God’s people gather to love one another,
To sing His praises and pray. In acts of kindness and grace.
Verse 1: : .
A church is God's peool They listen to preaching, They love one another,
church 1s &ods people, From God's Word, the Bible, Like sisters and brothers,
Gathered together. . . ) ,
. g . To better love Him each day. Helping all to live God’s way.
It's not a building of bricks. . .
Refrain Refrain

It's made up of people,
Who follow Jesus,
In faith and repentance. Refrain
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 2, Lesson 2

Big Question 15: Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Learning from God'’s Word, the Bible!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so:
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” --1 Timothy 4:13, ESV

Learn a Little: “Devote yourself to the reading of Scripture.”

Meaning:
God'’s people gather together to worship God and love one another. And what book tells them how to do this best of all?
God'’s Word, the Bible! The Bible helps God’s people know how God wants them to live; and, it is powerful to help them
live that way. No wonderful God'’s people devote themselves to the Bible. They want their leaders to read it to them and to
teach them what it means when they gather together. It alone is God’s Word! We can become God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.

Some Questions for You

1.What is another word for God’s Word, the Bible? Scripture.

2. What book tells God’s people how God wants them to live? The Bible does.

3. How is the Bible powerful to do inside of God's people? It is powerful to help them love God and live for Him.

4. Where do God’s people meet all together and listen to God’s Word? At church.

5.Who teaches them about God’s Word when they meet together? Godly leaders.

6. What do the godly leaders teach when they read God's Word? What it tells us about God and how God wants us to live.

7. What is the first, very wonderful thing that God can use His Word to do in our hearts when we listen to it? God can use it
to help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. He can make us His people!

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for giving us the Bible and godly leaders to teach
it to us.

C God, sometimes we don’t want to learn from the Bible. Sometimes, we don't want to listen to the pastors preach from
Your Word. There are other things we would rather do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for not leaving us on our own, but giving us Your Word, the Bible, to learn from and to live by. Thank You
for all the people in church who help us understand Your Word and live it out. Thank You for our pastors and teachers.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love Your Word
S and learn it. Help us live it out. Help our pastors and teachers to teach us well about You. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

Devote Yourself: 1 Timothy 4:13, ESV
from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 27

Devote yourself, devote yourself,

Devote yourself, devote yourself, Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself, Devote yourself, devote yourself,
Devote yourself, devote yourself. Devote yourself, devote yourself,

Devote yourself, devote yourself.
To the public reading of Scripture, First Timothy Four, thirteen.

Exhortation, and teaching,
To the public reading of Scripture,
Exhortation, and teaching.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this
unit at praisefactory.org
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 2, Lesson 3

Big Question 15: Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Learning from God’s Word, the Bible!

Bible Truth 2 Meaning
God's people gather together to learn from the Bible. There is no other book like it. It alone is God's Word. It is the best place to find out
about God and how to obey Him. But that’s not all! The Bible is not just words that God'’s people listen to and learn from. God’s Word
is powerful! The Holy Spirit works inside of people as they hear God’s Word. He uses it to help them turn away from their sins and trust
in Jesus as their Savior. This is how we become God’s people. (The big, Bible word for this is “conversion.”) And, He uses it to help us to
know God better, to give us hope, and to obey Him. This is how we live as God's people. (The big, Bible word for this is “discipleship.’)
Sometimes God'’s people learn from the Bible in little groups. (You are probably learning about the Bible in one of these right now!) But
the most important way God'’s people learn from God'’s Word is when they all gather together as a congregation and listen to a godly
man preach from the Bible. The Bible calls these men, pastors (or elders). God has called them to preach God’s Word and to lead God'’s
people in living for Him. What a great gift they are to God'’s people! The pastor stands in front of the congregation (God’s people gathered
together). He reads to them from the Bible and explains what it means. He helps them understand how to live it out. (The big, Bible word
for this is “expositional preaching.”) The Holy Spirit helps the pastor and the congregation as they study God’s Word together. It is very
important for God'’s people to hear the Bible when they gather together. God uses it to work powerfully in their lives. We can be God's
people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God can use His Word to work powerfully in our lives, too.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!
“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching” --1 Timothy 4:13, ESV

Some Questions for You

1. Where was Paul? He was in prison in Rome. His enemies put him there for telling people about Jesus, and now they planned
to kill him.

2. Whom did Paul write to before he died? Timothy.

3.What was so special about Timothy? Timothy had been Paul’s special helper. He cared for Paul. He loved God, God'’s Word, and
he cared for God's people. He was like a son to Paul.

4. Where did Paul leave Timothy? What did he want him to do? He left him as the pastor, the godly leader, of the church in a
city called Ephesus. They needed a good pastor who would teach them God’s Word and help them live it out. Paul knew Timothy
would do a good job.

5.What did Paul tell Timothy to remember? To keep on preaching God’s Word, even when it is very hard. To keep on loving and
caring for the believers at that little church in Ephesus. He also wanted him to come to visit him, if he could.

6. What is the good news of Jesus that Paul and Timothy wanted everyone to know? That we can become God'’s people when
we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God can help us do this, too! Ask Him to help you to become one of
His people!

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for giving us the Bible and godly leaders to teach
it to us.

C God, sometimes we don’t want to learn from the Bible. Sometimes, we don’t want to listen to the pastors preach from
Your Word. There are other things we would rather do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for not leaving us on our own, but giving us Your Word, the Bible, to learn from and to live by. Thank You
for all the people in church who help us understand Your Word and live it out. Thank You for our pastors and teachers.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love Your Word
S andlearnit. Help us live it out. Help our pastors and teachers to teach us well about You. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!
Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible

Big Q&A15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to WOI‘ShiP story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 15 Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together
Verse 1 from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 16
Brethren, we have met to worship, Praise the Lord together saying:
And adore the Lord, our God. “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!”
Will you pray with all your power, Praise the Lord together saying:
While we try to preach the Word? “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!” (repeat)

Words: George Atkins Music: William Moore
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 1

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

Bible Truth 3 Meaning

When God'’s people gather together, they make special promises to believe God's Word and to care for each other. They promise to help
each other keep on loving God and living for Him. How do God’s people help each other keep these promises? They help each other love
God and live for Him. They tell each other about their lives—the many happy things, the sad things, even their sins and their struggles.
They pray for each other and remind each other of the truths in God’s Word. They want to help everyone to keep growing in their life
with God. But they also care for each other’s needs. They share their money and their things when someone is hungry or has lost their
job. They visit each other when they are sick. They cheer each other up when they are sad or lonely. They want to help everyone to be
well-cared for. God gives each little church special leaders that help them care for each other, too. He gives them pastors/elders to teach
them God’s Word and help them live it out. They comfort those who are scared and weak. They strengthen those who are struggling
with sin. They pray for all. God gives each little church special leaders called deacons, too. Deacons help everyone to better care for each
other’s needs. They spend extra time finding out what people need and helping them get it. Jesus told God’s people to love each other
and take care of each other just as He has loved and taken care of them. If they do this, Jesus promised that others will see their love and
know that they are God’s people. They will praise God for how wonderful He is and want to become His people, too. We can become
God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” --John 13:34-35, ESV

Some Questions for You

1. What do God'’s people promise to do for each other? They promise to care for each other’s needs.
2. How do pastors/elders care for the needs of God's people? They teach them God's Word. They comfort them when they are sad; they warn
them when they are forgetting how to live as God’s people. They give them guidance and pray for them. They help them love God and live for
Him.
3. What kinds of things do God’s people share with each other when they gather together? Happy things as well as sadnesses and troubles.
4.Why do God’s people share with each other? To help each other and to pray for each other.
5.What kinds of loving things do God’s people do for each other? They pray for each other; they share their money; they visit them when they
are sick; they cheer them up when they are sad or lonely.
6. What does God call deacons to do for God'’s people? They help God's people to better care for each other’s needs. They spend extra time
finding out what people need and helping them get it.
7.Who will see how wonderful God is when God's people care for each other well? Everyone, even those who don't trust Jesus as their Savior
yet.
8. How can we become God'’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your kindness and love shown through Your
people caring for each other.

C God, sometimes we don’'t want to go to church and care for the needs of others. Sometimes we just want to take care of our own
needs. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for giving Your people to each other to care for their needs. Thank You for all the people in church who care for our
needs.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your people! Help us to care for
others when we gather at church. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing about What We're Learning!

Big Q & A 15 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 12 (sung to the tune of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)
Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?
Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to love one another!

Big Question 15 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 13

Refrain: Verse 1: Verse 2 Verse 3
Why do God'’s people go to church? A church is God's people, God's people gather to God’s people gather to
To worship God and love one another. Gathered together. worship God. love one another,
Why do God'’s people go to church? It's not a building of bricks. To sing His praises and pray. In acts of kindness and grace.
To worship God and love one another. It's made up of people, They listen to preaching, They love one another,
Who follow Jesus, From God'’s Word, the Bible, Like sisters and brothers,
In faith and repentance. To better love Him each day. Helping all to live God’s way.
Refrain Refrain Refrain

DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 2

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another.
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” --John 13:34-35, ESV

Learn a Little: “Love one another: just as | have loved you.”

Meaning

A commandment is a big rule God tells us to obey! What does Jesus command His people to do? To love one another like
He has loved them! Wow! That’s a lot of love! Only with God’s help can God’s people do that! But when they do, others will
know that they really are God’s people! We can become God'’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1.What is a commandment? It is a big rule God tells us to obey.
2. What did Jesus command His people to do? To love one another as He had loved them.
3. How is Jesus’love for God'’s people different from how they should love each other? He was the one and only, perfect, Son
of God, sent to suffer and die for their sins. He was their Savior. He doesn’t mean that God'’s people can (or should) do this for each
other.
4. How is Jesus love for God’s people the same as how they should love each other? Jesus always loved others the way God’s
laws says to love. He always thought about what would be the best way to serve others. He was willing to put the needs of others
first. God’s people can also love others in these ways.
5.What did Jesus say others would know, if God’s people loved each other the way Jesus loved them? Everyone would know
that they were His disciples (His followers/God'’s people).
6. Who must help God'’s people if they are to love each other as Jesus has loved them? God must.... and He does, by His Holy
Spirit living in their hearts.
7. How can we become God's people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your kindness and love shown
through Your people caring for each other.

C God, sometimes we don't want to go to church and care for the needs of others. Sometimes we just want to take care
of our own needs. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for giving Your people to each other to care for their needs. Thank You for all the people in church who
care for our needs.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your people! Help
us to care for others when we gather at church. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

A New Commandment: John 13:34-35, ESV _from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 32

A new commandment | give to you,
A new commandment | give to you,
Love one another!
Love one another!
Love one another!

By this all will know that you are My disciples,
By this all will know that you are My disciples,
Love one another!
Love one another!
Love one another!

John Thirteen, thirty-four and thirty-five.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 3

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

Bible Truth 3 Meaning

When God’s people gather together, they make special promises to believe God’s Word and to care for each other. They promise to help
each other keep on loving God and living for Him. How do God’s people help each other keep these promises? They help each other love
God and live for Him. They tell each other about their lives—the many happy things, the sad things, even their sins and their struggles.
They pray for each other and remind each other of the truths in God’s Word. They want to help everyone to keep growing in their life
with God. But they also care for each other’s needs. They share their money and their things when someone is hungry or has lost their
job. They visit each other when they are sick. They cheer each other up when they are sad or lonely. They want to help everyone to be
well-cared for. God gives each little church special leaders that help them care for each other, too. He gives them pastors/elders to teach
them God'’s Word and help them live it out. They comfort those who are scared and weak. They strengthen those who are struggling
with sin. They pray for all. God gives each little church special leaders called deacons, too. Deacons help everyone to better care for each
other’s needs. They spend extra time finding out what people need and helping them get it. Jesus told God’s people to love each other
and take care of each other just as He has loved and taken care of them. If they do this, Jesus promised that others will see their love and
know that they are God'’s people. They will praise God for how wonderful He is and want to become His people, too. We can become
God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” --John 13:34-35, ESV

Some Questions for You

1. What did Jesus tell His disciples He was going to do on the cross? He would die to pay for the sins of God’s people. Then, on the third day,
He would rise from the dead.

2. Who did Jesus say He would send them to help them? The Holy Spirit, to live inside their hearts. He would give them the courage and
wisdom and power to do everything God wanted them to do.

3. How did Jesus tell His followers that they should love each other? They should love each other and care for each other, just as He had
loved and cared for them.

4. What did these believers do after Jesus rose from the dead? They fellowshipped together, sharing stories about the amazing things God
was doing. They ate the Lord’s Supper together to remember His death. They prayed to God.

5.What did the believers do after Jesus rose from the dead to love each other as Jesus loved them? They helped each other love God and
live for Him, by learning the Bible. They shared everything they had to care for each other’s needs. They even sold their own things to get money
to buy things for other Christians who need something.

6.Who cared for the believers by preaching God'’s Word and helping them live it out? Peter and the other disciples who had been with Jesus.
They were the pastors/elders of this little church.

7.Who cared for the believers by helping them make sure everyone’s needs were taken care of? Deacons, like Stephen and Philip.

8. What did others think when they saw how the Christians loved each other? They knew that these people must be followers of Jesus. They
wanted to hear the good news of Jesus.

9.What is the good news of Jesus? That Jesus died for the sins of all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. This is how
we can become God'’s people!

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your kindness and love shown through Your
people caring for each other.

C God, sometimes we don't want to go to church and care for the needs of others. Sometimes we just want to take care of our own
needs. We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, God, for giving Your people to each other to care for their needs. Thank You for all the people in church who care for our
needs.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your people! Help us to care for
others when we gather at church. In Jesus’'name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!
Big Q & A 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 15 from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 16
Verse 1 Praise the Lord together saying:
Brethren, we have met to worship, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!”
And adore the Lord, our God. Praise the Lord together saying:
Will you pray with all your power, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!” (repeat)

While we try to preach the Word?
Words: George Atkins Music: William Moore

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 4, Lesson 1

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

Bible Truth 4 Meaning

When God’s people gather together, they share with each other wonderful things God has done. They remind each other of the great
things God did long ago in Bible times: how God always kept all His promises and did mighty things to save His people. They hear stories
about how God has been at work around the world, bringing many other people to put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. They share with
each other how God has been at work in their lives, caring for them and helping them live for Him. Oh, how faithful God has been to His
people! Oh, how faithful God continues to be to them! All these stories of God’s goodness and faithful helps them to keep on trusting
God and living for Him. But God’s people don't just talk to each other about what God has done. They also talk to God about them!
All these stories ofthem. They praise and thank Him for what He has done. They confess ways they have disobeyed Him and seek His
forgiveness. They ask Him to do more great things, in their lives and around the world. God delights in His people gathering together to
pray. Jesus tells us in the Bible that when two or more of God’s people are gathered together and praying that He will there with them in
a special way. Whether on their own or gathered together, God'’s people know God will always answer their prayers in the way He knows
is best. We can become God'’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints.”
--Ephesians 6:18, HCSB

Some Questions for You

1. What kinds of things do God’s people share with each other when they gather together? The many, wonderful things God has done.
2.What do they want to do when they hear what God has been doing? They want to praise God and trust Him even more.

3.Who else do they talk to about what they share, besides each other? God.

4. What kinds of things do God'’s people pray about? They praise Him; they confess their sins to Him; they thank Him; and, they ask Him to
do great things.

5. What is the best, first prayer that we can pray? To ask God to help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is we
become God'’s people.

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your faithfulness to Your people throughout all time.

God, sometimes we don't want to hear about all the wonderful things You've done for Your people. Sometimes, we don't want to pray
C forYou to do more. We just want to think about ourselves and do what we want to do. We need a Savior!

God, thank You for Your Word, the Bible, that tells us about the great things You did for Your people who lived long ago. Thank You for
T all You do for Your people today, all around the world. Thank You for letting us hear of Your mighty works, and for using them to help
us to keep trusting in You and living for You. Thank You for hearing our prayers to do even more.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior that we might become Your people. Help
S usto love hearing about the mighty things You have done, long ago and today. Help us to praise You more because of what You have
done. Help us to trust You and live for You. Help us to encourage others who gather together with us. In Jesus'name we pray, Amen.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible
story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

Let’s Sing about What We're Learning!

Big Q & A 15 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 12 (sung to the tune of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)
Why do God's people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?
Why do God's people go to church?
To worship God and to love one another!

Big Question 15 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 13

Refrain: Verse 1: Verse 2 Verse 3
Why do God’s people go to church? A churchis God’s people,  God’s people gather to God'’s people gather to
To worship God and love one another.  Gathered together. worship God. love one another,

It's not a building of bricks.
It's made up of people,
Who follow Jesus,

In faith and repentance.
Refrain

Why do God's people go to church?
To worship God and love one another.

DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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To sing His praises and pray.
They listen to preaching,
From God'’s Word, the Bible,

To better love Him each day.

Refrain

In acts of kindness and grace.
They love one another,

Like sisters and brothers,
Helping all to live God’s way.
Refrain
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 4, Lesson 2

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Telling What God Has Done and Praying!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for
all the saints” --Ephesians 6:18, HCSB

Learn a Little: “Pray at all times... for all the saints.”
Meaning

“Saints”is a big, Bible word for God's people. God'’s people pray when they gather together at church. They praise God and
they confess their sins to Him. They thank Him for all the ways He has cared for them. They ask Him to do more great things
and to help them to love Him and live for Him. There is so much to pray for!

Sometimes God'’s people get tired of praying. Sometimes God’s plans take much longer than they want. It would be easy to
stop praying and give up. But there’s someone who helps God’s people keep on interceding (a big Bible word for praying
for others). Who is it? It's God, Himself. Yes, God's Holy Spirit is at work inside of each of them helping them even to talk to
God. We can become God's people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1.What are “saints?” It is a big, Bible word for God's people--all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior.
2. Who should keep on praying for “the saints,” God’s people? God'’s people should!

3. When should God’s people pray? On all occasions... all the time.

4. What kinds of things do God's people pray about when they gather together as a church? They praise God and confess
their sins to Him. They thank Him for how He has cared for them. They ask Him to do more, great things and to help them love
Him and live for each other.

5. How can we become one of God’s people? We can ask God to help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior. He loves to answer these prayers!

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your faithfulness to Your people throughout
all time.

C God, sometimes we don’t want to hear about all the wonderful things You've done for Your people. Sometimes, we don't
want to pray for You to do more. We just want to think about ourselves and do what we want to do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for Your Word, the Bible, that tells us about the great things You did for Your people who lived long ago.
Thank You for all You do for Your people today, all around the world. Thank You for letting us hear of Your mighty works,
and for using them to help us to keep trusting in You and living for You. Thank You for hearing our prayers to do even
more.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior that we might be Your people.
Help us to love hearing about the mighty things You have done, long ago and today. Help us to praise You more because
of what You have done. Help us to trust You and live for You. Help us to encourage others who gather together with us.
In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!
Pray, Pray, Pray: Ephesians 6:18, from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 43

Pray, pray, pray in the Spirit!
Pray in the Spirit, at all times,
With ev'ry prayer and request,
Pray, pray, pray in the Spirit!

And stay alert in this,

Stay alert with all perseverance,
And intercession for all the saints,
For all the saints,

Pray, pray, pray in the Spirit!
Ephesians Six, eighteen.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
DDD BQ 15 BT 4 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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A Rug

An Angel

Which four of these clues belong in our sfory? Which two do not? Put an X in the boxes of the four that belong.

A Servant Girl

A Flower

Leaders

A Jail
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 4, Lesson 3

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Telling What God Has Done and Praying!

Bible Truth 4 Meaning

When God’s people gather together, they share with each other wonderful things God has done. They remind each other
of the great things God did long ago in Bible times: how God always kept all His promises and did mighty things to save His
people. They hear stories about how God has been at work around the world, bringing many other people to put their trust
in Jesus as their Savior. They share with each other how God has been at work in their lives, caring for them and helping
them live for Him. Oh, how faithful God has been to His people! Oh, how faithful God continues to be to them! All these
stories of God's goodness and faithful helps them to keep on trusting God and living for Him. But God’s people don't just
talk to each other about what God has done. They also talk to God about them! All these stories ofthem. They praise and
thank Him for what He has done. They confess ways they have disobeyed Him and seek His forgiveness. They ask Him to
do more great things, in their lives and around the world. God delights in His people gathering together to pray. Jesus tells
us in the Bible that when two or more of God’s people are gathered together and praying that He will there with them in
a special way. Whether on their own or gathered together, God’s people know God will always answer their prayers in the
way He knows is best. We can become God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

"

“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints!
--Ephesians 6:18, HCSB

Some Questions for You

1.Why was it getting so hard for the believers in Jerusalem? Their enemies, and even King Herod, were trying to stop them. The
king had taken James and had him killed. Then, he took Peter and put him in prison. He was probably planning to kill him, too.
2.What did the king do to make sure that Peter did not escape? He chained him between two soldiers in his jail room and then
put two more soldiers outside the door as guards.

3. What did the believers do while Peter was in jail? They prayed and prayed that God would rescue him.

4. How did God rescue Peter? He sent an angel to him, who helped him out of the jail room, past the guards and through the
big gates.

5. What kinds of things can God's people today pray for? For God to help His people love each other; to love and obey Him; to
help others hear the good news of Jesus and be saved.... and many other things.

6. How can we become God's people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for Your faithfulness to Your people throughout
all time.

¢ God, sometimes we don't want to hear about all the wonderful things You've done for Your people. Sometimes, we don't
want to pray for You to do more. We just want to think about ourselves and do what we want to do. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for Your Word, the Bible, that tells us about the great things You did for Your people who lived long ago.
Thank You for all You do for Your people today, all around the world. Thank You for letting us hear of Your mighty works,
and for using them to help us to keep trusting in You and living for You. Thank You for hearing our prayers to do even
more.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior that we might be Your people.
Help us to love hearing about the mighty things You have done, long ago and today. Help us to praise You more because
of what You have done. Help us to trust You and live for You. Help us to encourage others who gather together with us.
In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!
Big Q & A 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship  Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 15 from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 16
Verse 1 Praise the Lord together saying:
Brethren, we have met to worship, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!”
And adore the Lord, our God. Praise the Lord together saying:
Will you pray with all your power, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!” (repeat)

While we try to preach the Word?
Words: George Atkins Music: William Moore

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
DDD BQ 15 BT 4 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 5, Lesson 1

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for Jesus!
Bible Truth 5 Meaning

Jesus told His disciples to baptize everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Him as their Savior. Baptism is a picture of
the new life that begins when someone becomes a Christian. God has forgiven their sins and made them His people. God has filled
their hearts with His Holy Spirit and made it new. They are leaving their old life behind and beginning a new life of living for Jesus. Not
just anyone gets baptized. Baptism is a big deal. The godly leaders at church want to make sure that the person being baptized really
understands the good news of Jesus and what it means to live as one of God's people. Sometimes a person is ready to be baptized very
soon. But sometimes, the leaders think it's best if the person has more time to make sure that they really understand the good news of
Jesus and are ready to live it out. It may not feel good to be told to wait, but the leaders want to do what'’s best for this person and what’s
best for the church. On baptism day, God’s people gather together to watch, pray and celebrate. The person being baptized stands up
and shares the story of how he came to trust in Jesus as his Savior. He tells of his desire to live God’s way and to gather together with
God's people. Then at last, it’s baptism time! The new believer wades into the water with one of the pastors. The pastor holds onto the
person as they lean back into the water for a few seconds. This is to remember that Jesus died and was buried for their sins. It's a picture
that their old life of disobeying God is over. That life died with Jesus. Then, the pastor helps him/her come up out of the water. This
reminds them that Jesus rose from the dead for them. He completely paid God’s punishment for the sins. He has forgiven them once
and for all. With God’s help, they are beginning a new life of knowing, loving and obeying God. Often, everyone claps and cheers as the
new believer comes up out of the water. They are so happy that someone else is telling the world that they are one of God's people and
want to live for Him forever.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”-- Acts 2:38, ESV
Some Questions for You

1.What happens when someone says sorry to God for their sins and trusts Jesus as their Savior? God forgives them and saves them.

2. What did Jesus tell people to do after they trust Him as their Savior? Be baptized.

3. What is going down in the water a picture of? Remembering that Jesus died and was buried for their sins; and, that their old life of
disobeying God is over.

4.What is coming up out of the water a picture of? Remembering that Jesus rose from the dead and beat death for them; and, that their new
life as one of God's people has begun.

5.Why do God'’s people like baptisms? They get to hear the story how someone began a Christian; and, because they are happy that someone
else has become one of God’s people.

6. What story do God'’s people tell before they are baptized? They tell the story of how they heard the good news of Jesus and were saved.
7.Why are some people asked to wait before they are baptized? To give them more time to understand what it means to be a Christian and
to make sure they are really ready to live for God. It is a very big deal to be baptized.

8. How can we become God'’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church, through Jesus. He is why we can become Your people.

¢ God, we know that we can never become Your people on our own. We have all turned away from You and Your good ways. We need
a Savior!

T God, thank You for providing the way for us to become Your people through Jesus. Thank You for giving a new life to all who turn
away from their sins and trust in Him. Thank You for giving us baptism to help us remember the new way of life You give to all who
do this.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to one day be able to stand before
God’s people and tell the story of how You saved us. Help us to trust our leaders to know when we are ready to be baptized and when
we need to still wait and grow. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible
story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org.

Big Q & A 15 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 12 (sung to the tune of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)
Why do God's people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?
Why do God's people go to church?
To worship God and to love one another!

Let’s Sing about What We're Learning!

Big Question 15 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 13

Refrain: Verse 1: Verse 2 Verse 3
Why do God's people go to church? A church is God’s people, God's people gather to God'’s people gather to
To worship God and love one another. Gathered together. worship God. love one another,
Why do God’s people go to church? It's not a building of bricks. To sing His praises and pray. In acts of kindness and grace.
To worship God and love one another. It's made up of people, They listen to preaching, They love one another,
Who follow Jesus, From God'’s Word, the Bible, Like sisters and brothers,
In faith and repentance. To better love Him each day. Helping all to live God’s way.
Refrain Refrain Refrain

DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 5, Lesson 2

Big Question 15: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for Jes

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins!” -- Acts 2:38, ESV

Learn a Little: “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Meaning

What a wonderful gift God has given us in Jesus! Through Him, we can be forgiven our sins and can become God'’s people
forever. What do we have to do to receive this gift? Repent of our sins (that is, turning away from wanting to disobey God
and live for Him instead) and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God promises to save all who come to Him like this! And what
happens when someone does this? God hears his prayers and forgives him. God puts His Holy Spirit in their heart and they
begin a whole new life with God. God wants all who repent and believe in Jesus to be baptized as a special sign to everyone
of what has happened inside their heart. Their old way of living is gone. They are forgiven! They are saved! And now they
belong to God and live for Him! Have you ever been to a baptism? We can become one of God'’s people, too, when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1.What does “repent” mean? It means to turn away from your sins.

2.Who do God’s people trust in as their Savior? Jesus.

3. What does God do when repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior? He forgives our sins and makes us His people.
4. What did Jesus want God’s people to do to show everyone that they were beginning to live a new life for God? To be
baptized.

5. What happens when someone is baptized? They stand up before the church and tell how they turned from their sins and
trusted in Jesus as their Savior. They promise to live a new life for God. They go down in the water with the pastor. He gently puts
them in the water, then brings them back up. It is a sign that their old life is gone. Now they are living a new life for God.

6. How can we become one of God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church, through Jesus. He is why we can become Your people.

C God, we know that we can never become Your people on our own. We have all turned away from You and Your good
ways. We need a Savior!

T God, thank You for providing the way for us to become Your people through Jesus. Thank You for giving a new life to
all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him. Thank You for giving us baptism to help us remember the new way
of life You give to all who do this.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to one day be able
to stand before God’s people and tell the story of how You saved us. Help us to trust our leaders to know when we are
ready to be baptized and when we need to still wait and grow. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!
Repent, Repent and Be Baptized: Acts 2:38-39, ESV from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 46

Repent, repent and be baptized,

Ev'ry one of you,

In the name of Jesus Christ,

For forgiveness of your sins.

You will receive the Holy Spirit, the promise is for all,
For all the Lord our God calls,

For all the Lord calls.

Acts Two, thirty-eight and nine.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

DDD BQ 15 BT 5 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 5, Lesson 3

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Baptizing People Who Trust in and Live for Jesus!

Bible Truth 5 Meaning

Jesus told His disciples to baptize everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Him as their Savior. Baptism is a picture of
the new life that begins when someone becomes a Christian. God has forgiven their sins and made them His people. God has filled
their hearts with His Holy Spirit and made it new. They are leaving their old life behind and beginning a new life of living for Jesus. Not
just anyone gets baptized. Baptism is a big deal. The godly leaders at church want to make sure that the person being baptized really
understands the good news of Jesus and what it means to live as one of God’s people. Sometimes a person is ready to be baptized very
soon. But sometimes, the leaders think it's best if the person has more time to make sure that they really understand the good news of
Jesus and are ready to live it out. It may not feel good to be told to wait, but the leaders want to do what'’s best for this person and what’s
best for the church. On baptism day, God’s people gather together to watch, pray and celebrate. The person being baptized stands up
and shares the story of how he came to trust in Jesus as his Savior. He tells of his desire to live God’s way and to gather together with
God's people. Then at last, it's baptism time! The new believer wades into the water with one of the pastors. The pastor holds onto the
person as they lean back into the water for a few seconds. This is to remember that Jesus died and was buried for their sins. It's a picture
that their old life of disobeying God is over. That life died with Jesus. Then, the pastor helps him/her come up out of the water. This
reminds them that Jesus rose from the dead for them. He completely paid God’s punishment for the sins. He has forgiven them once
and for all. With God'’s help, they are beginning a new life of knowing, loving and obeying God. Often, everyone claps and cheers as the
new believer comes up out of the water. They are so happy that someone else is telling the world that they are one of God'’s people and
want to live for Him forever.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”-- Acts 2:38, ESV
Some Questions for You

1.What did Jesus tell his disciples to do before He went up to heaven? To wait, then go.

2. What were they supposed to wait for? For the Holy Spirit to come and live inside their hearts. He would give them the power and wisdom
and courage to do everything Jesus told them to do.

3. Where were they supposed to go? To all parts of the world, telling people the good news of Jesus and teaching them how to live as God's
people. They were to baptize the people who did this, showing that they had turned away from their old life and had begun a new life as God'’s
dearly loved people.

4.Who did they baptize? Those who had turned away from their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior.

5.What new life did the believers promise to live with the help of God’s Holy Spirit? A life lived out for God.

6. Where did the disciples go? They started in their own city, Jerusalem; then, they went to the land of their enemies who lived next to them;
then, they went to other faraway places. Everywhere they went, they told the good news of Jesus, taught people how to live as God’s people and
baptized all who turned away from their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior.

7.How can we become God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. And if we do, there will come a special
day when we are baptized, too!

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church, through Jesus. He is why we can become Your people.

C God, we know that we can never become Your people on our own. We have all turned away from You and Your good ways. We need
a Savior!

T God, thank You for providing the way for us to become Your people through Jesus. Thank You for giving a new life to all who turn
away from their sins and trust in Him. Thank You for giving us baptism to help us remember the new way of life You give to all who
do this.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to one day be able to stand before
God’s people and tell the story of how You saved us. Help us to trust our leaders to know when we are ready to be baptized and when
we need to still wait and grow. In Jesus'name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!

Big Q & A 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 15 from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 16
Praise the Lord together saying:
Verse 1 “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!”
Brethren, we have met to worship, Praise the Lord together saying:
And adore the Lord, our God. “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!” (repeat)

Will you pray with all your power,
While we try to preach the Word?

Words: George Atkins Music: William Moore

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 6, Lesson 1

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

Bible Truth 6 Meaning

When God's people gather together, they remember how Jesus died to save them. They do this with a special meal called “the Lord’s
Supper!It's called this because Jesus shared it with His own special followers on the night before He died on the cross. There are only two,
little pieces of food eaten at the Lord’s Supper: a little piece of bread and a little grape juice or wine. That’s because it's not really about
eating a whole, big meal. It's about remembering what Jesus did for God’s people when He died on the cross. The bread stands for Jesus’
body, that He offered up for the sins of God's people. He took in His body, the punishment they deserved from God for their sins. He did
this so they would never have to know that punishment themselves. The grape juice or wine stands for Jesus’ blood shed when He died
on the cross. Blood was a part of every big, covenant promise. It reminded everyone that this promise must be kept, no matter what.
Jesus said the juice/wine was to remind God’s people of His blood given to make a new covenant/forever promise with God. It meant
that no matter what, His payment for their sins was enough. They would always be forgiven. They would always be God’s people, having
special closeness with Him now. And one day, living with Him forever. When God’s people take the Lord’s Supper, it is a very special time.
People are usually very quiet. Many think about the ways they have disobeyed God and ask for His forgiveness. Many thank God for
sending Jesus to save them. Jesus told God’s people that they were to keep on celebrating this special meal until He comes back at the
end of time. Only God's people who repent of their sins, trust in Jesus as their Savior, and are baptized should take the Lord’s Supper. We
can become God's people, too, when we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” -- Luke 22:19,20, ESV

Some Questions for You

1. What is the name of the special meal God’s people take to remember Jesus’ death? The Lord'’s Supper.

2.Why is the Lord’s Supper called that? Because it was the special meal that Jesus ate with His special followers right before He died.

3. What does the little piece of bread stand for? Jesus’body given for His people on the cross.

4.What does the little bit of juice/wine stand for? Jesus’ blood poured out to make the forever promise with God to save them.

5. What do God'’s people think about when they take the Lord’s Supper? How they have disobeyed God. How thankful they are that Jesus
died to save them.

6. How long did Jesus tell God’s people to take the Lord’s Supper? Until He comes back.

7.Who is to take the Lord’s Supper? God'’s people when they gather together as a church. Your parents and the godly leaders who lead your
church can help you know if you are ready to take it.)

8. How can we become God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church.

C God, this special meal reminds us of what Jesus did to save sinners like us. We know that we have all chosen to live life our own way.
We have all chosen not to love You or obey Your good ways. We need a Savior! You are our only hope.

T God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for His body, given to pay for the sins of all who trust in Him as their
Savior. Thank You for His blood, given as the promise that those who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus are Your people
forever.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your people. Use this special meal
to remind us of what Jesus has done. In Jesus'name we pray, Amen.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible
story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

Let’s Sing about What We're Learning!

Big Q & A 15 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 12 (sung to the tune of “This Is the Way We Wash Our Clothes”)
Why do God'’s people go to church?
Go to church? Go to church?
Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and to love one another!

Big Question 15 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 13

Refrain: Verse 1: Verse 2 Verse 3
Why do God'’s people go to church? A church is God's people, God’s people gather to God’s people gather to
To worship God and love one another. Gathered together. worship God. love one another,

Why do God'’s people go to church?
To worship God and love one another.

DDD BQ 15 BT 3 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2

It's not a building of bricks.
It's made up of people,
Who follow Jesus,

In faith and repentance.
Refrain
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To sing His praises and pray.
They listen to preaching,
From God’s Word, the Bible,

To better love Him each day.

Refrain

In acts of kindness and grace.
They love one another,

Like sisters and brothers,
Helping all to live God'’s way.
Refrain
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 6, Lesson 2

Big Question 15: Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
Answer: Hes Not Like Anyone Else... By Remembering Jesus Died to Save Them!

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying,
“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” -- Luke 22:19,20, ESV

Learn a Little: “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Meaning:

When God’s people gather together at church, they remember how Jesus died on the cross to save them. They remember
that He let His body be hurt and His blood be spilled out as He suffered and died for their sins. How do they do this? The
way Jesus told His disciples to: with a special little meal of bread and wine or grape juice. The bread is eaten as a way to
remember how His body for broken on the cross for their sins. The wine or grape juice is drunk as a way to remember that
it was His blood that paid for their sins so they could be forgiven by God. God’s people have this special meal often, just like
Jesus told them to. How thankful they are for Jesus and all He did for them! We can become God’s people when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1.Who died to save God's people from their sins? Jesus did.

2. What did Jesus tell God’s people to do to remember how He died for them? To eat the Lord’s Supper.

3. What food and drink are used at the Lord's Supper? Little pieces of bread and grape juice/wine.

4. Of what does the bread remind God’s people? Of Jesus’ body. He chose to suffer and die on the cross for them.

5. Of what does the grape juice/wine remind God’s people? Of Jesus’ blood that was the perfect payment for the sins of
God'’s people.

6. Who should take the Lord’s Supper? Only God’s people.

7. How can we become God's people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church.

¢ God, this special meal reminds us of what Jesus did to save sinners like us. We know that we have all chosen to live life
our own way. We have all chosen not to love You or obey Your good ways. We need a Savior! You are our only hope.

T God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for His body, given to pay for the sins of all who trust in
Him as their Savior. Thank You for His blood, given as the promise that those who turn away from their sins and trust in
Jesus are Your people forever.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your people. Use this
special meal to remind us of what Jesus has done. In Jesus'name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!
This Is My Body: Luke 22:19,20, ESV from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 49

This is my body, given for you,

This is my blood, which is poured out for you.
Do this, do this in remembrance of me,

Do this in remembrance of me.

Luke Twenty-two, nineteen and twenty.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this
unit at praisefactory.org

DDD BQ 15 BT 6 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 15, Bible Truth 6, Lesson 3

Big Question 15 : How Can | Know What God Is Like?
Answer: To Worship God and Love One Another... By Caring for Each Other’s Needs!

Bible Truth 6 Meaning

When God'’s people gather together, they remember how Jesus died to save them. They do this with a special meal called “the Lord’s
Supper!It's called this because Jesus shared it with His own special followers on the night before He died on the cross. There are only two,
little pieces of food eaten at the Lord’s Supper: a little piece of bread and a little grape juice or wine. That's because it’s not really about
eating a whole, big meal. It's about remembering what Jesus did for God'’s people when He died on the cross. The bread stands for Jesus’
body, that He offered up for the sins of God’s people. He took in His body, the punishment they deserved from God for their sins. He did
this so they would never have to know that punishment themselves. The grape juice or wine stands for Jesus'blood shed when He died
on the cross. Blood was a part of every big, covenant promise. It reminded everyone that this promise must be kept, no matter what.
Jesus said the juice/wine was to remind God’s people of His blood given to make a new covenant/forever promise with God. It meant
that no matter what, His payment for their sins was enough. They would always be forgiven. They would always be God'’s people, having
special closeness with Him now. And one day, living with Him forever. When God’s people take the Lord’s Supper, it is a very special time.
People are usually very quiet. Many think about the ways they have disobeyed God and ask for His forgiveness. Many thank God for
sending Jesus to save them. Jesus told God’s people that they were to keep on celebrating this special meal until He comes back at the
end of time. Only God's people who repent of their sins, trust in Jesus as their Savior, and are baptized should take the Lord’s Supper. We
can become God's people, too, when we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me!” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” -- Luke 22:19,20, ESV

Some Questions for You

1. What did the people of Israel gather together every year to celebrate? How God had rescued them from their strong enemies, the
Egyptians, long ago.

2. What did the Egyptians do to the Israelites? They forced them to work for them and wouldn't let them go.

3.What did God do to rescue the people of Israel? Many amazing things.

4.What did God tell the people of Israel to do on the night before He was going to free them? To take the blood of a lamb and put it on the
door of their house. To cook their bread flat. To pack up and get ready to go. They were to eat the lamb and eat the bread at dinner and celebrate
what God would do for them.

5. What was the even greater thing that the LORD did for His people? He sent Jesus to be their Savior.

6. What did Jesus do at the Passover dinner? He shared with His close friends, the disciples, that told them what He was about to do? He told
them that they were now to remember His body when they ate the flat bread. He was going to give it up for them on the cross. They were now to
remember His blood when they drank the Passover wine. He was going to shed His blood on the cross to make a new promise with God to save
His people from their sins. His blood would be the perfect payment needed.

7.Why do people at your church still celebrate the Lord’s Supper? Because Jesus told us that God's people should keep on remembering Him
this way until He comes back.

8. How can we become God’s people? By turning from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. If we do, one day we will get to take the
Lord’s Supper with the believers at our church, too.

Let’s Pray!
A We praise You, God, for being the Savior of Your people, the Church.

C God, this special meal reminds us of what Jesus did to save sinners like us. We know that we have all chosen to live life our own way.
We have all chosen not to love You or obey Your good ways. We need a Savior! You are our only hope.

T God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for His body, given to pay for the sins of all who trust in Him as their
Savior. Thank You for His blood, given as the promise that those who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus are Your people
forever.

S  God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your people. Use this special meal
to remind us of what Jesus has done. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!
Big Q & A 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together

from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 15 from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 15, track 16
Verse 1 Praise the Lord together saying:
Brethren, we have met to worship, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!”
And adore the Lord, our God. Praise the Lord together saying:
Will you pray with all your power, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!” (repeat)

While we try to preach the Word?
Words: George Atkins Music: William Moore

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 15 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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