IDIFER IDOWAIN
DIETECIIVIES
— ———\(_— >
Unit 12

Simple Story Scenes, ESV
God’s People Live for Him




manufacturers of active minds, noisy joy, and prayerful hearts since 1997

Curriculum for preschool and elementary age children,
training tools, music and other resources
are available for download or to order at:
www.praisefactory.org

© 2023 Praise Factory Media all rights reserved. May be reproduced by licensed user for classroom purposes
only.

This and many other resources are available online at www.praisefactory.org

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible,
New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by
Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.www.zondervan.com

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked HCSB are taken from the

Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009

by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard Bible®,
Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

2



Table of Contents
About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him

How Should God'’s People Live?
They Should Live Like Jesus!

Bible Truth 1: By Asking God for His Help
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

Bible Truth 2: By Loving God Most of All
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

Bible Truth 3: By Loving Other People as God Has Loved Them
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

Bible Truth 4: Bible Truth 4: By Trusting God and Being Happy with What He
Wants

Bible Truth Overview

Story Scenes

Bible Truth 5: By Learning God’s Word and Obeying It
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

Bible Truth 6: By Saying “No” to Disobeying God
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

Bible Truth 7: By Telling the Good News of Jesus
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

Bible Truth 8: By Making Much of God
Bible Truth Overview
Story Scenes

11
13

73
75
77

123
125
127

175
177
179

233
235
237

293
295
297

345
347
349

397
399
401



Take-Home Sheets
Bible Truth 1
Bible Truth 2
Bible Truth 3
Bible Truth 4
Bible Truth 5
Bible Truth 6
Bible Truth 7
Bible Truth 8

Table of Contents, continued

453
455
461

467
473
479
485
491

497



About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

ST
AN

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four, different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Take-Home Sheets for each Bible Truth.

4, Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

Store It!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

g0
.}

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.




Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans,
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units.

Deep Down DetectivesVisual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with
storyboards at least 24" x 36" in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are
for use with storyboards 36" x 48" in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

« Hide'n’Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5s)
«  Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
«  PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
UNIT OVERVIEW

We become God's people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. When we do,
God forgives our sins, and we begin a whole new way of life. God’s people no longer live life just to please
themselves. They want to honor God with their whole lives, like Jesus did. They seek to love God most of all
and love all people, too.

In this unit we will learn eight ways that God’s people live for Him.

UNIT BIBLE VERSE: Ephesians 5:1-2

“Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us.”

BIG QUESTION UNDER INVESTIGATION: How Should God’s People Live?
ANSWER: They Should Live Like Jesus!

OPTIONAL Big Question 12 INTRODUCTION LESSON (Use Hide ‘n’ Seek Kids Unit 12 Material)
Story: The Case of the Runaway Who Came Back  Philemon
Bible Verse: Ephesians 5:1-2

BIBLE TRUTH 1: By Asking God for His Help (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Hardest Thing Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; John 18-21
Bible Verse: Hebrews 4:16

BIBLE TRUTH 2: By Loving God Most of All (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Man Who Left His Money  Matthew 9; Mark 2; Luke 5
Bible Verse: Deuteronomy 6:4-5

BIBLE TRUTH 3: By Loving Other People as God Has Loved Them
(3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Man Who Kept on Loving Acts 6-7
Luke 3:15-18,21-23; John 1:19-34
Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

BIBLE TRUTH 4: By Trusting God and Being Happy with What He Wants (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Faith that Faced Fire Daniel 1-3
Bible Verse: Proverbs 3:5-6

BIBLE TRUTH 5: By Learning God’s Word and Obeying It (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Lost Treasure 2 Kings 22; 23:1-20; 24; 2 Chronicles 34:8-33
Bible Verse: Psalm 119:11,15-16

BIBLE TRUTH 6: By Saying “No” to Disobeying God (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Escape that Waited 7 Samuel 17:19,23-24,27,31; 2 Samuel 5-6
Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:13

BIBLE TRUTH 7: By Telling the Good News of Jesus (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Beautiful, Busy Feet Acts
Bible Verse: Romans 10:13-15

BIBLE TRUTH 8: By Making Much of God (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Boastful Man
Acts 7-9,22; Romans; 1 & 2 Corinthians; Ephesians; Philippians
Bible Verse: Psalm 66:1-3,5,16



Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 12 Track Numbers

This is a listing of all songs mentioned in the unit curriculum. You may or may not choose to use all of the songs. They are listed in easy-
reference order--NOT in the order used in the curriculum. You may choose to simply burn a CD/load them onto an mp3 device in this
order. Or, you may want to do what we do: choose the songs we want to use and create a play list of them in that order. Then, we burn a
CD/upload the play list onto an mp3 device. A teacher only has to click forward to the next song, instead of hunting for the right track.
The track number have been included as part of the title of each song, teachers will still have a reference to the track number listed in
the curriculum (same as those listed below), even if you change the order on your customized play list.

SONGS USED EVERY UNIT OF THE CURRICULUM

1 The Classroom Song v.1 listen to or download songs for free at https://

2 The Classroom Song v.2 praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives

3 The Classroom Song v.3 Music page

4 The Classroom Song v.4

5 Deep Down Detectives Theme Song Why the Extra Songs?

6 The Classroom Rules Song Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum used by

7 Let's Pray Song a wide age-span of kids. Sometimes one of the

8 The Big Question Box Song other songs is a better fit for your kids. Or, you

9 The Bible Chant Song ) may simply want to teach them more songs on
10 ACTS Prayer Song (Short Version) the same Bible Truth. Use as many or as few as
11 ACTS Prayer Song (Full Version) you want.

UNIT 12: GOD’S PEOPLE LIVE FOR HIM

12 BigQ&A 12 Song

13 Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live Each Day?

14 Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV
15 Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
16 Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

17 Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus...

Bible Truth 1: By Asking God for His Help

18 Bible Verse: Let Us with Confidence Hebrews 4:16, ESV

19 Extra Bible Verse: Let Us Then Draw Near Hebrews 4:16, ESV (other version)
20 Extra Bible Verse: Help Us, O God of Our Salvation Psalm 79:9, ESV

21 Extra Bible Verse: We All With Unveiled Face 2 Corinthians 3:18, ESV

Bible Truth 2: By Loving Him Most of All

22 Bible Verse: Hear, O Hear Deuteronomy 6:4-5, ESV

23 Extra Bible Verse: Your Steadfast Love Is Better than Life Psalm 63:3-4, ESV
Bible Truth 3: By Loving Other People as God Has Loved Them

24 Bible Verse: Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV

25 Extra Bible Verse: Love Is Patient 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV

Bible Truth 4: By Trusting God and Being Happy With What He Wants
26 Bible Verse: Trust Proverbs 3:5-6, ESV

27 Extra Bible Verse: Trust in the LORD Proverbs 3:5-6, ESV (other version)
28 Extra Bible Verse: May the God of Hope Romans 15:13, NIV 1984

29 Extra Bible Verse: Let the Morning Bring Me Psalm 143:5,8, NIV 1984

30 Extra Bible Verse: For a Little While 1 Peter 1:6-7, NIV 1984

31 Extra Bible Verse: If God Is for Us Romans 8:31,32,35,37-39, ESV

32 Extra Bible Verse: Many Walk as Enemies Philippians 3:18,19,20, ESV

33 Extra Bible Verse: You Were Publicly Exposed Hebrews 10:32-36, ESV

Bible Truth 5: By Learning God’s Word and Obeying It

34 Bible Verse: | Have Stored Up Your Word  Psalm 119:11,15-16, ESV

35 Extra Bible Verse: If Anyone Loves Me John 14:23, ESV

36 Extra Bible Verse: Jesus Answered John 14:23-24, ESV (other version)

37 Extra Bible Verse: For We Are God'’s Workmanship Ephesians 2:10; 6:7-8, NIV 1984

Bible Truth 6: By Saying “No” to Disobeying God

38 Bible Verse: No Temptation 1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV

39 Extra Bible Verse: No Temptation Has Overtaken You 1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV (other version)
40 Extra Bible Verse: Count It All Joy James 1:2-4, ESV

Bible Truth 7: By Telling the Good News of Jesus

41 Bible Verse: How Beautiful Romans 10:13-15, ESV

42 Extra Bible Verse: Be My Witnesses Acts 1:8, ESV

Bible Truth 8: By Making Much of God

43 Bible Verse: Shout with Joy to God Psalm 66:1-3,5,9,16, ESV

44 Extra Bible Verse: As Each Has Received a Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV

45 Extra Bible Verse: Gift, Gift, Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV (other version)

46 Extra Bible Verse: | Will Bless the Lord at All Times Psalm 34:1,3,8,10, ESV
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Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 1 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus...By Asking God for His Help

When Jesus lived on earth, He asked God, His Father, for help to do everything He wanted Him to do. God wants
His people to ask Him to help them, too.

The Bible is filled with God’s promises to help His people. God’s people can pray these promises for themselves.
They can pray them for others, too. One of God'’s best promises is to send the Holy Spirit to keep working in His
people’s hearts. The Holy Spirit helps them to know what God wants them to do. He makes them strong and
brave to do it. God is faithful. He will always help His people to live like Jesus, every single day.

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help
you. He loves to answer this prayer!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: Hebrews 4:16

“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need”

Learn a Little: “Let us draw near to find help in time of need.”

Meaning

Jesus reigns in heaven as the High King over all creation. How He loves God'’s people! He listens to their prayers
and even prays for them, Himself! He promises to give them everything they need to live for God and to do all
He wants them to do.

God’s people know they can always pray and ask God to help them. They know His answer is always “yes” when
they ask Him to help them. He will give them the strength they need to do all He wants them to do. That’s why

they go boldly and confidently to God with their prayers. He will help them. He will always help them! We can
become God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for giving us Jesus, so we can know how You want us to live.

C God, we need Your help to live for You, but many times we don't ask for it. We love to do things by ourselves,
in our own way. We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, God, for promising to help Your people live like Jesus. They could never do this without Your help.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your
people. Help us to love You. Help us to live like You want us to. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Hardest Thing
Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; John 18-21

11



Big Question 12, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1

Big Q& A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: Let Us with Confidence Hebrews 4:16, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: Let Us Then Draw Near Hebrews 4:16, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: Help Us, O God of Our Salvation Psalm 79:9, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: We All With Unveiled Face 2 Corinthians 3:18, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

12
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. It was lafe at night and Jesus knew He needed help.

And not just help from anyone. No! There was only ONE who could
help Him. Do you know who it was? It was God, His Father.

Very soon, Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus' disciples and closest friends,
would bring enemies fo arrest Him. These enemies would hurt Jesus.
They would say mean things fo Him. And then, they would nail Him
fo a cross fo die.

14
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2. Dying on a cross was a very pdinful way to die. But Jesus would
do something as He died on the cross that would make it the most
painful thing ANYONE has ever done.

Jesus would take dll the punishment God's people deserved from
God for their sins. He would pay for their sins, so they wouldn't have
fo. Oh, how, very, very, VERY ferrible all that punishment would be!
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3. In some ways, Jesus wasn't that different from us. He thought
about dll the pain He would bear on the cross, and He didn't want it.

Yetl, how Jesus loved God, His Father! He always wanted fo obey
Him. And, how Jesus loved God's people! He wanted to save them.
Dying on the cross was the only way to obey His Father and save
God's people.

And that's why Jesus knew He needed help -God, His Father's help-
fo do this very hardest thing.

18
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4. So, late that night, Jesus walked with His disciples down the streets
of Jerusalem, out through the city wall, and up the hill fo the Garden
of Gethsemane. It was here that Jesus would ask His Father for the
help He needed.

“Sit here, while | go over there and pray,” Jesus told His disciples.
Then, faking Peter, James, and John with Him, Jesus walked further
info the dark garden.

20



"UspJIob YJop 9y} ojul JayjJng payjoM SNSa ‘WIH YHM UYor pub ‘sawlibr ‘Jajad Bunjb) ‘usy]
‘sa|didsip SIH pjo} shsar Abdd pub aJsy] JaAo ob | sjIyM ‘aJay JIS. ‘Papasu aH dipy sy} Jo4 Jayjo4
SIH S PINoM SNSa Joy} aJaY SoM J| "BUbWasyjag Jo UspJog ay} o} [IY oY} dn pub ‘[lom Al ayj
ybnody} |no ‘wsjosnJaf JO sjoad)s 3y} umop sajdidsip SIH YUM payjoMm snsaf ‘JYBIU Joyl a)b] ‘oS h




5. As Jesus walked, He became very sad and upset. “The sadness in
My heartis so great that it's almost kiling mel” Jesus fold His friends.
“Stay here with Me and keep waich,” He asked them.

Going alittle farther, Jesus fell face down on the ground andprayed.
“My Father, if it's possible, fake this away so | don't have to suffer
like this,” Jesus pleaded. “This is going to be so hard! This is going
fo hurt so much! But most of dll, | want Your will, not Mine, Father,”
Jesus exclaimed.

22
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6. After praying, Jesus went to check up on Peter, James, and John.
He was NOT happy with what He found them doing.

While HE had been face down on the ground, praying, THEY had
been face down on the ground doing something else. Can you guess
what it was? They were sound asleep!

24
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1. “Watch and pray that you might say ‘no’ to temptation. You WANT
fo stay faithful o Me. You WANT to do God's will, but you are very
wecdkK. You will need God's help 1o live it out,” Jesus warned them.

Jesus knew that He wasn't the only one who would need God's help
fo do God's will. His disciples would need God's help, foo. When the
enemies came for Jesus, they would be fempted to be afraid and
leave Jesus. But God could give them the strength they needed if
they would ask.

26



"ysb pjnom Aay} Ji papaau Aay) Yibuadjs ay} wiay] aAIB pnod po9) jng "ShSa aALI| pPuUb PIoJo
aq o} pajdwa} aq pjnom Asyj ‘snsaf J04 SWIbd SalWBULD 3Y] Usaym oo} ‘djpy s,po9 pssu pjnom
sa|didsip SIH M Spo9 op o} djay s, 09 pasu pjnoMm oym suo AUo ayj jusbMm aH Joy} Mmauy snsaf
"WiaY} paudiom snsaf ,'Jno JI A o} djay $,p09 pasu M NOA YoM AJaA aJb NOA |ng ‘[iM S, 009 Op O}

.E<3 NOA "3 0} I3y} Apjs 2 .E<3 NOA .co_.:o#o_Eﬂ 2 0u, Apbs Em_E noA ,=o£ Apbuad pub Yojom,, 7




8. Jesus went and prayed again. “My Father, if suffering and dying
on the cross is the only way to save Your people, then | want to do
it. | want fo obey You and do Your will more than anything else,”
Jesus exclaimed.

What a prayer! What a very, very hard thing Jesus would have
fo do to save God's people! It was the hardest thing anyone would
EVER have to do.

COULD God, His Father, answer this prayer? WOULD God, His Father,
answer this prayer? Yes, He could; and, yes, He would! An angel
came fo strengthen Jesus.
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4. Jesus was strengthened in His heart, too.

Yes, He would have to suffer and die for God's people. But, then, what
joy He would have! On Day Three, He would rise from the dead in
victory over sin and death. Then, He would return home to heaven.
There, He would once more enjoy the Perfect Wonderfulness of

the fullest, closest fellowship with God, the Father, and God, the Holy
Spirit, like He had before He came to earth.

Jesus would be the great King who always loved and obeyed God,
His Father. How great would be the praise for God! How good to
never suffer again! And, how wonderful fo know that the sins of
God's people would be forgiven for dll time.
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0. Strengthened and comforted, Jesus went back tfo His friends two
more times. Were they praying? Were they asking God for His help?
No! Each time, He found them sleeping. Oh, if only they understood
just how much they were about to need God's help!

“Are you slill sleeping? But look, the time has come. Get up! Here
come My enemies,” Jesus fold them.
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. Just then, there came a whole crowd of enemies carryinglanterns,
fiery torches, and sharp swords.

And who was leading them? Why, Judas Iscariof, Jesus’ other disciple,
that's who! He had been paid by Jesus' enemies fo take them to
Jesus to arrest Hm.
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12. The fime had come for Jesus 1o suffer and die. What would He
do? Run away and hide?

No, He would not. Jesus was ready. He had asked His Father for help;
and, His Father had answered Him. He gave Jesus the strength to
keep on doing His will. Jesus would face His enemies and fulfill God's
plan.
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3. In the darkness, it was hard to fell which man was Jesus. But
Judas led Jesus’' enemies right to Him.

“Hello, Teacher,” Judas said, kissing Jesus on the cheek. “Friend, do
what you came fo do,” Jesus replied.

Then, the men came up and grabbed Jesus.
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4. “Oh, no you don't!” thought Peter. He would fight of f Jesus' enemies.
He fook his sword and cut off Malchus’ ear --one of the men in the
crowd.
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5. But this wasn't the help Jesus wanted or needed.

Jesus stretched out His hand and hedled Malchus’ ear. “Put away
your sword,” Jesus told Pefer. “I could ask My Father fo send
thousands of angels fo rescue Me, if | wanted. But how would His
will be done if | did that? And how would God's promises in His Word
come true? No. it must happen this way,” Jesus replied.

Oh, how God was helping His Son, Jesus, do this hardest thing!
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6. But what about Jesus' disciples? What did they do?

They had slept, instead of asking God for help. Did they stand with
Jesus or run away? It was just as Jesus warned. They didn't have
the strength to stay faithful. They gave in fo their fears. They ran
for their lives, leaving Jesus alone with His enemies.
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[7. After that, everything happened as Jesus knew it would. The
crowd took Jesus away. They said mean things fo Him and hurt Him.
Then, they nailed Him to the cross.

Oh, how terrible it was to suffer and die for God's people, but Jesus
did it anyway! He had asked God, His Father, for help; and God, His
Father, gave it to Him. He helped Jesus fake dll the punishment for
the sins of God's people, so they wouldn't have fo. He helped Jesus
do the hardest thing!
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I8. And how do we know Jesus paid for dll those sins when He
suffered and died on the cross? Because of what happened next.

On Day Three, Jesus rose up from the grave to live forevermore!
Jesus had redlly beaten sin and death for God's people. Their sins
were dll forgiven. They would get fo live with God, knowing, loving,
and enjoying Him forever.
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I9. But what dbout Jesus' disciples? What happened fo them after
they ran away and left Jesus?

Would God forgive them now? COULD God forgive them now?
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20. Yes, He could, and yes, He WOULD! Jesus paid for ALL their sins
when He died on the cross.

And, though the disciples hadn't asked God for help, the night Jesus
was arresfed, Jesus had prayed for them. That night, Jesus had
prayed for them and dll of God's people.

Jesus had asked His Father to protect them from Satan and his evil
plans. He had asked Him to help them fo grow in love for God and
for one another so the world might know He redlly is God's Son, the
Savior.
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2. Wow! What big prayers Jesus prayed for His disciples and dll of
God's people that nightt

Would God answer them? COULD God answer them? Yes, He could;
and, yes, He WOULD! Jesus appeared 1o His disciples on that third
day after He died on the cross. “I'm dlive and I've beaten sin and
death for you and dll of God's people!” He told them.
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22. Over the next HO days, Jesus faught His disciples from the Bible.
He fold them about God's great plan to use them fo fell the whole
world the gospel--the good news of salvation. And, He promised
them God's great gift, the Holy Spirit, who would come live inside
them and help them.
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23. At the end of those HO days, Jesus went fo heaven. He was home,
once more, df last, enjoying dll the Perfect Wonderfulness He had
always known with God, the Father, and God, the Holy Spirit, from
before the beginning of fime.
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24. Jesus had left earth for His home in heaven, but He never forgot
His people.

Jesus is always praying for them, helping them fulfill all of God's
good plans. He asked the Father fo send the Holy Spirit fo live in
their hearts, and so He did. He would help them love God, live for
Him, and fell the world the good news of Jesus their whole lives.

60



‘SOA|| B|OYM JIBY} SNSI* JO SMAU poob ayj pjdom
3y} [I9} PuUP ‘WIH Joj SA] ‘P09 SA0| Wisyj dipy pjnoMm SH PiP SH OS PUb ‘SjJody Jidy) Ul 3A] o} jlJids
AJOH 3y} puss o} Jayjb4 3y} pasb aH ‘supid poob s,po9 Jo |Ib |IFind way} buidjpy ‘wisy} Joj BuiApad
sAbmip si snsa ‘a|doad siH JobJog Jansu aH Jng ‘UsAbaY Ul SWoY SIH JOJ YlJd }J9] PPy SNSI" ‘e

/ k.. R R \

/ V 4 \

61



25. And, oh, how those first believers had learned their lesson fo
ask God for His help!

There were many more fimes when they were tempted fo not be
faithful fo Jesus. And many more times when they wanted to run
away from enemies.

But now, they knew what to do. They prayed to God and asked for
His help. And did He give it fo them? Yes, He did!
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26. And that's why God STILL wants His people fo ask Him for help to
live for Him. He knows that His people today need just as much help
as they did long ago.

We can become God's people, too, if we turn away from our sins
and frust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, God will help us live for Him,
fool Ask Him fo help you. He loves fo answer this prayer.

64



Jo9AnJd SIy] JoMsub o} S9A0| 3H 'noA djay o} WIH jsy
{00} ‘WIH J04 9A]| sh djay [IMm po9 ‘UsY] JOIADS JNO SO SRS Ul JSNJ) PUb SUIS JNO WOoJ} AbMD UJn}
am J1'oo} ‘ajdoad s,po9 awodaq uwd am ‘0bb Buoj pip Asyj sb dipy yanwi s jsnf pasu Apbpoy sidoad
SIH Joy} Smouy 8 "WiH J0g 3] o} djsy Jog WwiH s o} sjdoad siH sjubMm T]|1S P09 AYm s.joy) puy ‘9z

65



sou0g A1038 opduniS 1°721 AAQ

66



‘00} ‘0p 0}
SN SjIP2 3H JaAspPYM op o} sh djpy [im pog Mmouy upd am ‘op

9/ 3| JOIADS JNO S SNSS Ul §Shuf PUD SUIS JnO W0y AbMmb
Udnj 3m usym ‘ooj ‘sjdoad s,pog awodsq upd apm ‘op o} wsy}
SliP2 8H Janspoym op sidoad siH djpy sAbmip [im pog iPo9--
snssr padjay oym sup awbs Adsa ay| ésbuyy pJaoy ssay)
Op Wisy} djay [ImM oym puy ¢umo Jisyj Uo op JSASU Ubd Asyy
sbuyy papy op o} sidoad s o S| o9 joyj mouy noA pig

B U NOA J04
iAl293.45d 41 op wiH padjsy pos ‘sop
¢épapasu sH dipy ayy Jeb snser piq 'z

I §1 op Wiy djy o} “Jayyp4 sH ‘Pog paysb oy weyy
<104 3P pub J4333ns o] "sjdoad s 09 Jo suis ayy Jog juswAbd
N 344 Sio $S0d 3y} Uo dn |1 U330 pub 931 §99349d b BAY Of

édidy Joj o) Jno Aud snsar pip oym
¢OP O} P3JIRd sM snSIr Buiyy papy Adsa ayy sbm Joym 1

«Pe3U Jo awny ui
djgy o} 83046 puiy pub Adusw sAlDEI Abw am Joyy ‘904b
3O SUOJY} By} o} JPBU MbJpP BOUSPIFUOD UM UBY) Sh §aT.

AS3 ‘9 SMBIGEH
Z# Juswubissy
Buiusysi
S.\ub( sAld9)e(q

dATT

00} ‘op O} SN SIIP2 =H Jona

.3..5_23
op o} sh digy M PO9 Mouy| Upd M o\_,o_ow) " "ﬁ o

e Ul SN} pup SUIS Jno WoJg i

Jno s m:mom L T o

usymMm ‘00} ‘9|ciod

pog awoxeq U g i
ym op m_o_oom siH djey sAPMIP i Po9 PO
JoNI0 |
padppy oum auQ dwps

AJon 9yl ¢sbun} paoy @34} oP
¢ 0 O
woyy dipy i oum puy ¢umo Jisu u

vgm>mcccu >m£
ouy noA pid
Buyy p-eY op o4 ajdoad sH IIP SIF? po9 1Py} Moy
sbuy

;1] pur NOA 104

. SiH 'PO9
r snsor padiey Jeuird 9 .
. &1 op iy padipy ouM Z

AJOJDIA Ul PP 34t woJ3 omML
‘weyy} Jog pap puR _omgmmmuw : ,ﬂ
Apd [Ing U} SP SS
uls 9y} 403 jusl sso0 o
.m_o_m_oo_ m_%www“%ow_oru o4y JpagJed B P3AI snso( ‘PP
uo dn }i |

1
&1y SOM JoUM ¢BuI JsopIoY SH pIp OUM

snsor ‘Abp P} 4t U0

& juswubIssyY
puiusjsi
s.upq aneRd

I2-81 U4or *hz-2Z &I *91-hl 30U '82-92 MUHRW BUIY ] JSSPJDH 8y} JO 9Sb) Y],

67



soua0§ A103§ opdwii§ 1°71 AAd

68



U0 Uy ‘84| Jo83J9d b PN SN jSNSS™ "UOS SIH :djpy oy Juss AdJaw S Ul ‘po9 jng « >

f#/ x\rw\ﬂ\

7 A > ; , o9
;) \Y 97 iSlY} Op O} SOAO| BH jWIH sy m_o_omo_ &
N A SIH 30 9Uo 3wWo033d hoA djsy uwd pooy |Io jo ,Fmoo_ aq (¥

M Sy J9ASJ0F 3dussaJdd snoldolb SsiH Ul aA) o) ob [im Asyy ‘sip >m£ ?\ P
cwc) puy ‘op o} Way} sjupm aH BUIylA Jons yum wiayj dipy jim sH /

= MOU S}JbBY JIBY} Ul WIH Mouy [iM Aay] ‘sjdoad s,009 aq Ubd JOIADS ~ « &

- JIBY} SO SNSI Ul JSNJ) pub SUIS JI9Y} Wodj AbMb Udn) oyM ||o ‘Mo|] o \v

¥ ]
<
-
S
—
n'
ﬂ

jUSAIBJOZ BJb ASYy] jwisyl 404 Yloap puUb UIs Usjbad Ajbad poy SH prap sy} wodj
9S04 snso ‘Abp paiy} 3y} uQ s|doad s pog Jo suis sy} Jog Apbd o} dn J1 AL oY ‘ssod BYE - ;\
e O

e I \k
£/ ‘sidoad siH awodaq pub UsABUo} 8] JaAs <

C 2 emup djay siH Ypim Ajuo pup ‘juswysiund siH 8AJSS3P |0 M PO ABGOSIP 0} Uasoyd 7

SABY o BM 9SNAY ¢AYM “WIH Jog dA) pub sidoad siH 99 o} aJp am 3 dpy s, p09 pasu sm Ay

o, &
&
icdleH SiH Jo3 po9 burysy Ag
“SnSa" Y A pinoys Asy]

¢aAr Sidoag P09 pinoys Moy

69



soua0§ A103§ opdwii§ 1°71 AAd

70



"0} SN JUDM NOA YI| DA]
o} sn djaH ‘noA aA0] o} sh djsH ajdoad anoj sh ayo|] UOIADS JNO SO SNSI(" Ul
JSNJ} puUD SUIS N0 WoJ} AbMb Udn} sh dijsH "sjJ0ay Jno Ul jJom asbajd ‘pos

‘dj@y JnoA [noyjiMm siyj op JoASU pjnod
Asy] 'snsar 9| 9| asjdoad anoj djpy o} Buisiwoud 4o} ‘po9g ‘NoA Huby|

jJOIADS b paau 3 AbM UMO Jno Ul ‘'saAj9sJno Ad sBUIYy} op 0] aA0| 9m
1 4O YSD J.UOp am sauwll] AubW Jng ‘NOA 104 3A]| o} djoy JNOA PaauU aM ‘o9

"OA]| 0}
SN JUDM NOA MOY MOUY UD @M 0S ShSa sh BUIAIB Joj noj asibdd am ‘pog

JoAbdd v

71



soua0§ A103§ opdwii§ 1°71 AAd

72
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DIETECTIVIES
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 2




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus... By Loving God Most of All!

Jesus loved God most of all. Jesus’ love was more than a nice feeling inside His heart. Jesus lived out His love
for God. He lived it out by loving God with the thoughts in His mind. He lived out His love with every word He
spoke. He lived it out by always obeying God’s laws in all that He did.

God wants His people to love Him like Jesus did, too. He wants them to love Him more than anyone or anything
else. He wants them to love Him in their thoughts and their words. He wants them to love Him by obeying His
good laws in all that they do, too.

God’s people know that they can never love God perfectly like Jesus did. They are sinners. He is the perfect Son
of God. But, they know that God promises to help them love Him most of all, by His Holy Spirit living in their
hearts. We can become God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Then, God will help us love Him most of all, too.

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Deuteronomy 6:4-5, ESV

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might.”’

Learn a Little: “Love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your might”

Meaning

These verses tell us that the LORD is one--He’s the one, true God. Moses first spoke these words to the people of
Israel, but they are true for us all. God wants everyone to love Him most of all. He wants us to love Him with all
our heart, soul, and strength. That's every bit of us! The best, first step to loving God most of all is to turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become God’s people.

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for giving us Jesus so we can know how we should love You.

C God, please forgive us for not loving You most of all. Too often we choose to love other people, things, and
even ourselves, more than we love You. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for promising to help us live like Jesus. You can help us to love You the way You want us to.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your
people. Help us to love You and live like You want us to live. Help us to love You most of all.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story
The Case of the Man Who Left His Money Matthew 9; Mark 2; Luke 5
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2

Big Q& A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: Hear, O Hear Deuteronomy 6:4-5, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: Your Steadfast Love Is Better than Life Psalm 63:3-4, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. Jesus had good news to tell everyone. “The fime has come. The

kKingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” Jesus
fold them.

The kingdom of God is NEAR? What did THAT mean? What IS this
Kingdom of God? How can we be part of it?” many wondered. They
gathered around Jesus to hear what He would say.
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2. “The kingdom of God is so wonderful. it's worth giving up
everything fo be a part of it. It’'s knowing and enjoying God as His
people. lt's loving God most of dll and living for Him,” Jesus taught
the people.
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3. “But WHERE is this kingdom of God, and WHEN is it coming?” the
people wanted fo know.

The other feachers taught that God's great Messiah-King would
come soon and get rid of God's enemies. He would rule in the land
of Israel. Now, they wanted to hear what Jesus had to say.
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4. Jesus amazed the people with His different feaching.

Jesus tfaught them that the kingdom of God is ALREADY in HEAVEN
with God. I's a place where everyone loves God most and lives for

Him always. It's where God's people go to live with God when they
die.
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5. And, the Kingdom of God is COMING to EARTH, Jesus promised.

One day, He, God's great Messiah-king, will come back o end sin
and death. He will be king forever over God's people in the new
earth God promised fo make.
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6. But most amazing of dll, Jesus fold them, “God's kingdom can be
in your HEART-TODAY! Repent! Turn away from your sins. Believel
Trust in Me as your Savior,” He said. “This is the gospel, the good
news I've come fo fell youl Come! The kingdom of God is NEAR! It's
NOW! Jesus exclaimed.

Wow! Jesus' good news was the BEST news the people had ever
heard! They didn't have fo wait for heaven or even until Jesus
came back. They could be part of God's kingdom that very day!
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1. But as BIG and as GOOD as this news was, it wasn't EASY news to
live out.

Why? Because our hearts are sinful. We find other THINGS to LOVE
more than God. We choose other WAYS fo LIVE instead of God's
good way. There are so many things that we must STOP loving and
STOP doing if we are fo love God most of dll. That can be so very,
very hard!

Oh, how the sin in our hearts gives us trouble!
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8. Aman named Matthew knew this. Matthew did NOT love God most
of dll. He loved money and the nice things he could buy, instead.

And, while Matthew had grown up learning about God and His good
laws, he had chosen NOT to obey them. Matter of fact, Matthew
had chosen to do the very opposite: He had chosen to break God's
good laws fo get more money and more nice things for himself.
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9. For like Zacchaeus (who we learned about a few stories earlier),
Matthew was a fax collector who gathered money for Caesar, the
big, Roman king who had taken over the land of Israel. And like
Zacchaeus,

Matthew did many bad things fo make people give him lots of
money, so he could be rich, rich, rich!
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0. Day aftfer day, Matthew sat in his tax house on the road near
the Sea of Gdlilee and the fown of Capernaum.

“Stop! Pay your taxes,” Matthew would say to the people loaded
down with things fo sell. He looked over their loads and told them
how much to pay. The more stuff, the more faxes they owed.

Matthew always made them pay enough fo make big, King Caesar
happy. plus a lot more fo keep for himself.
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. Matthew squeezed lots of fax money from the people of
Capernaum, too. He did whatever it took fo get enough for Caesar,
plus a lot more for himself. *

The people hated Matthew. They wanted nothing to do with him.
They wouldn't even let him in the worship place to worship God.

Perhaps Matthew had a big house, lots of nice things, and loads of
money, but he had lost many friends. He had broken his friendship
with them by the mean, greedy things he had done.
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12. But Matthew's bad life had broken his friendship with SOMEONE
ELSE, foo.Someone far moreimportant thanthe peopleinMatthew'’s
fown. Can you guess who?

It was God! Matthew had chosen fo love money and nice things most
of dll. He had chosen to break God's good laws, and he refused to
repent.

Oh, how very broken was Matthew’s friendship with God! Oh, how
very sinful was his heart! Surely, there was no hope for him to ever
be right with God again. Wherever God's kingdom was. Whenever
it could come. Matthew certainly would not be a part of it.
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3. But there WAS hope for Matthew, and that hope came through
Jesus!
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4. Jesus came to Matthew's fown and began fo feach.

“The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe
the good newsl” Jesus told Matthew and many others.
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I5. As Matthew listened to Jesus, the Holy Spirit began to work in
his heart and change it.

No longer did Matthew want to love money and nice things most
of dll. Now, he wanted to love God most of dll. He wanted tfo turn
away from disobeying Hm and trust in Jesus as his Savior. He
wanted to be one of God's people and have the kingdom of God
be in his heart.

Could God readlly make such abig changeinside amanlike Matthew?
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6. Yes, He could!

Jesus knew what was happening inside Matthew's heart. He went
fo Matthew at his fax house, and said to him, “Matthew, follow Mel!
Come be one of my disciples, one of my close friends who lives
with Me and learns from Me each day:.”
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[ “Yes, Jesus, | will,” Matthew told Jesus.

Matthew left his tax house and followed Jesus, right then and
there. He trusted in Jesus as his Savior. Matthew had become one
of God's people.

The kingdom of God had begun its rule in his heart, that very day!
Matthew was turning away from loving money and lots of nice
things most of all. Now, he would seek fo love God most of all and
live to obey Him.
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18. What happened to Matthew after that? Did he ever go back to
loving money most of dll?

No, he did NOT! For the rest of his life, Matthew followed Jesus and
sought to love God most of dll.
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I9. And did you know that Matthew even wrofe down one of the
books in the Bible? It's called the Gospel of Matthew.

What a perfect name for Matthew's story about Jesus! “Gospel”
is a Bible word that means “good news.” And that's exactly what
Matthew's story was. For though it wasn't always easy for
Matthew to follow Jesus and live God's wayy, it was always good.

Jesus said that being one of God's people in God's kingdom was
worth giving up everything. Matthew knew this was right. There

redlly was no one more wonderful to know, love, and obey than
God!
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 3




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!
Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus... By Loving Other People as God Has Loved Them

Jesus always loved people with God’s love. He loved them in everything He said and did. Jesus even loved His
enemies and did good to them, though they were so mean to Him.

Most of all, Jesus loved people by being our Savior. On the cross, Jesus took God’s punishment for the sins of
God’s people --all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him as their Savior. Why? So that they could know
God in their hearts, now. And, so they could go live with God forever when they die. There is no one who has
ever loved us more than Jesus!

Jesus wants God's people to love other people with God’s love, too. He wants them to love others in everything
they say and do. He wants them to tell others how they can be saved and become God’s people, too. He even
wants them to love their enemies and do them good.

God’s people need help to live like this. God promises to help them love others, by His Holy Spirit living in their
hearts. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then,
the Holy Spirit will live inside of us and help us to love others with God’s love, too.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”

Learn a Little: “Love is patient, love is kind.”

Meaning:

These verses tell us how God wants His people to love others. This is how He has treated them through Jesus.
He wants them to be like Him and love others this way, too. God’s Holy Spirit helps His people love in these
ways. He helps them love even when it is very hard. God's Holy Spirit can help us love this way, too, when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become God’s people.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for being the God who loves and is able to help us love.

C God, please forgive us for not loving others as You want us to. Many times, we choose to love ourselves more
than others. We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, God, for sending Your Son to be our Savior. He loved us in everything He said and did. Thank You
for Your Holy Spirit who can help us love others the way You want us to.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Fill us with
Your Holy Spirit. Help us to love You and others as Jesus did. Help us to even love our enemies.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Man Who Kept on Loving
Acts 6-7

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3

Big Q& A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Love Is Patient 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https.//praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. Stephen was a follower of Jesus. He heard the good news of Jesus
and trusfed in Him as his Savior. Stephen turned away from living
life his own way. Now, he wanted fo live God's good way. The Holy
Spirit helped Stephen. He lived in Stephen's heart, filing him with love
for God and for other people.
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2. But it wasn't just Stephen’s heart that was full of love for God and
for people. Stephen's life was, too. In everything that Stephen did,
he wanted to live out this love for God and for others.

So, Stephen learned God's Word, the Bible, and he prayed.
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3. He taught God's Word fo others; and, he fook care of the older
widows in the church (women whose husbands had died and left
them with no one to help them). Yes, in these ways and many more,

Stephen lived a life of love for God and for other people.
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4. But, there was something ELSE Stephen did that showed his love
for God and for others. He shared the good news of Jesus with dlll
who would listen.
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5. “Listen fo the good news!” Stephen tfold them. “Jesus is the Son of
God. He is the Savior God promised fo send. He suffered and died
on the cross fo save us from our sins,” Stephen fold them. “Then
on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead fo show He had redlly
beaten sin and death.
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6. “Come, turn away from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your
Savior,” Stephen urged dll. “God will forgive your sins. You will be His
people. You will get fo know and love Hm now. And when you die,
you will go fo live with Hm and enjoy Him forever!” he promised
them.
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1. Sometimes, God did amazing miracles as Stephen shared about
Jesus. God did this so everyone would know that this good news
was redlly true. Jesus redlly was God's Son, the Savior.
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8. But the best miracle of dll was what God's Holy Spirit did in the
hearts of many who listened fo Stephen. He helped them turn away
from their sins and frust in Jesus as their Savior.

Now, they were God's people and the Holy Spirit lived in their hearts!
Stephen and the other followers rejoiced fo see God save so many
people.
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4. But while Stephen and the other believers rejoiced, others were
very upset.

“Something must be done fo sfop Stephen from saying these things!”
these enemies exclaimed. “Stephen is feaching lies to the people,”
they said. “Jesus was a fake. He wasn't redlly the Son of God. He
didn't save anyone from their sins when he died on the cross. He
didn't rise from the dead,” they said. “We must stop Stephen, but
how?” these enemies wondered. “What can be done?”
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0. Yes, this was quite a problem. Everyone could see how God did
amazing things through Stephen. They heard the great wisdom
God gave Stephen as he preached. They saw God's great power in
the miracles Stephen did. And, they could see God's love in Stephen’s
care for others.

“How can you stfop a man like this?" his enemies exclaimed.
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. But Stephen’s enemies DID think of- a way. A very tricky, bad way.
Instead of felling the truth about Stephen, they decided fo tell lies
about Stephen. Big, bad lies that would get Stephen in trouble.

“Stephen is saying bad things about God's laws,” they fold others.
“He's saying bad things about God and the Temple, God's special
worship place,” they lied. Do you think these lies worked?
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2. Yes, they did! People forgot about all the amazing things Stephen
did by God's power. They forgot his words spoken with God's
wisdom, and the loving things he did for others. And instead, they
believed thelies of Stephen's enemies, and they became very amgry.
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3. “Let's get rid of Stephen!” they decided. “He’s saying bad things
about God. He should be punished,” they exclaimed. “Let’s fake him
fo the leaders of the Temple, God's special worship place. They will
decide what fo do with him!" the people said.

So, they grabbed Stephen and fook him to the leaders of the Temple.
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4. As Stephen sfood before the leaders of the Temple, his enemies
fold their lies again: “Stephen says that Jesus will break down the
Temple, our special worship place. Stephen says that we shouldn't
keep God's laws the way God's Word tells us fo,” they said.

The leaders were very upset. What awful things these enemies
were saying about Stephen!
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5. “What do you say about this, Stephen?” the leaders asked him.

Now, it was Stephen's turn. What would he say? These men had
lied about him and about Jesus, yet he had done nothing wrong
fo theml! They were hoping fo get him in frouble and maybe even
killed. Would he hate these men with his words?

It would be easy fo want to do that, wouldn't it? They had treated
him so badly.
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6. But nol Stephen's heart was NOT filled with hate. It was filled with
love for God and for people, even these enemies!

God's Holy Spirit was at work in Stephen, filing him with the courage
fo speak God's truth fo these leaders and with love to forgive them.
Everyone could see it in Stephen's face which shone like an angel's,
bright with God's goodness and glory.
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[7. Stephen answered the leaders, but he had no mean words for
his enemies. He just warned them with stories from God's Word.

“There have always been those who hear God's Word and believe,”
Stephen told them. “And there have always been those who hear
God's Word and refuse fo believe,” he said. “l am one who has heard
God's Word and believed. Jesus IS the Savior God promised to send,”
he told them.

“But YOU are the ones whohave heard God's Word andhaverefused
fo believe. YOU put Jesus, the Savior God sent, on the cross tfo die!”
Stephen exclaimed.
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18. The leaders were furious! They ground their teeth! They plugged
their ears! They shoutfed out loud! They didn't want fo hear anything
more from Stephen!

They grabbed Stephen and dragged him down the street and
outside the city. They wanted fo Kill him, just like his other enemies
didl!

How could Stephen say that THEY refused fo believe God's Word?
They were the leaders of the Temple, and the keepers of God's
Word. Some picked up stones and threw them at him. Oh, no!
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I9. What would Stephen say now? What would he do now? NOW, was
his heart filled with hate?

No, it was not! Stephen's heart was STILL filled with love for God and
for others, even these enemies! Stephen looked up and saw Jesus
in heaven. Stephen knew he would soon be home with Him.

Stephen forgave his enemies and asked for God to forgive them,
foo: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them,” he pleaded.
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20. Then, Stephen died and went to be with Jesus in heaven.

Stephen had lived and died with a heart full of love for God and for
people. God's Holy Spirit had helped him love like this. He had even
helped Stephen 1o love his enemies and forgive the mean things
they did to him.

Now, in heaven, Stephen would go on living and loving, but in a way
far better than he had ever enjoyed on earth. And there, he would
be with His dear Savior, Jesus, face fo face forever.
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IDIEIER IDOINI
DETECTIVIES
- ———X_— >
Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 4




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 4 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus... By Trusting God and Being Happy with What
He Wants!

Jesus trusted God, His Father, completely. He knew that what His Father wanted Him to do was always best. He
knew His Father would always give Him strength to do whatever He wanted Him to do. Sometimes His Father’s
plans were very hard, but Jesus knew that His plans were still always best.

God wants His people to trust Him like Jesus did. God promises to always take care of them. He promises that
even all the sad or bad things they go through, He will use to do good things. He promises to always give them
the Holy Spirit to give them the strength to do what He wants them to do.

Sometimes it is very hard for God’s people to keep trusting God and His plans. Sometimes they want to
grumble or be mad at God because of what happens to them. But God wants them to keep on trusting Him,
even in those very hard times. He wants them to be happy and keep on believing that He is doing what is best
for them. He wants them to keep trusting that He will show Himself to be the good and great God He is. For
indeed, God IS so very good and great; and, what He has planned is always best!

We can become God'’s people who trust God, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Proverbs 3:5- 6, ESV

“Trustin the LORD with all your heart,and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths.”

Learn a Little: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart”

Meaning

These verses remind us that we can always trust the LORD and His good plans, even when we don’t understand
what He is doing. He wants us not to depend on ourselves or what we see, but on Him, His Word, and His good
plans. And when we do, we can know that He will show us what He wants us to do, every day of our lives.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for always being good and deserving of our trust. You are always wise and perfect in
everything You do and plan.

C God, please forgive us for not trusting You when things happen that we don't like or don’t understand. Many
times, we start doubting that You know what is best when we should keep on trusting You. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for always doing what is best. Thank You that we can always trust You and be happy with
what You allow in our lives. Even if we don't understand, we know You do.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to

love You. Help us to trust You with everything in our lives. Help us to be happy with what You choose, even
when it is hard and even when we don’t understand. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Bible Truth 4 Story
The Case of the Faith that Faced Fire Daniel 1-3

Songs Used in Bible Truth 4

BigQ &A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God'’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: Trust Proverbs 3:5-6, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: Trust in the LORD Proverbs 3:5-6, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: May the God of Hope Romans 15:13, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: Let the Morning Bring Me Psalm 143:5,8, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: For a Little While 1 Peter 1:6-7, NIV 1984

Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: Many Walk as Enemies Philippians 3:18,19,20, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: You Were Publicly Exposed Hebrews 10:32-36, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. “March, march, march!” Enemy soldiers marched info Jerusalem.

They tore down the Temple. They burned up the city. And now, they
were forcing Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and many others to
leave Jerusalem and go far away fo Babylon to be their slaves.
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2. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were sad to leave their home
and work for their enemies; but, they remembered the LORD’s
messages through His prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

“You people of Judah have kept on disobeying Me and worshipping
fake gods. I've been patient for a long time. I've warned you and
urged you to change, but you still disobey Me. Now, | will let your
enemies attack youand take youaway to work for theminBabylon,”

the LORD told them.
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3. “I'm punishing you that you might turn from your sins and return
fo Me. Don't be afraid. I'l take care of you. Il be with you. I'll change
your hearts with my Spirit, so you will want fo obey Me. I'l bring you
back home fo Judah,” He comforted them.

“And best of dll, one day, I'l send a Savior o save you from your
sins. So, trust in Mel Be happy with what | want! | am the LORD, the
great, one, true God,” the LORD promised them.
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4. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego held onto the LORD’s promises.
They chose fo trust in Him and be happy with what He wanted, even
though they had fo live far away in Babylon and work for their
enemies.
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5. Now, there was a mighty king who ruled over Babylon. He had a
BIG name. Are you ready for it? It's King Nebuchadnezzar!
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5. Now, there was a mighty king who ruled over Babylon. He had a BIG name. Are you ready for

it? It's King Nebuchadnezzar!

»
¥
»
»
»
¥
>
¥
B
®
]
>
¥
LS
>~
B
»
»
>
»
Y
>
»
>
<
E
> |
Y
E
»
>
¥
»
>
»
S
>
»
|
»
B
»
»
>
¥
|
S
»
>
»
»
»




6. King Nebuchadnezzar had a helper named Ashpenaz. Ashpenaz
had a very imporitant job. He was supposed to pick out the smartest,
most handsome, young men from among the slaves and teach them
fo be new helpers for King Nebuchadnezzar.

When Ashpenazlooked among the people of Judah for the smartest,
most handsome, young men, who do you think he picked?
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1. He picked Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego!

“Come with me. You're the kind of men King Nebuchadnezzar wants
for his new helpers,” Ashpenaz fold them. “You are fo go to the
King's helper school. You'll eat the best food and wear the finest
robes and hats,” Ashpenaz told them.

"You'll learn about mighty King Nebuchadnezzar and the great gods
of Babylon. Then, you'll work in the king's beautiful palace and help
him make good decisions,” Ashpenaz explained.
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8. Wow! Whatl a good life King Nebuchadnezzar was offering
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! The best food fo eat, the finest
robes and hats to wear, and the honor of workingin the rich palace
of the mighty king, himself!

What could be better than this?
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4. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew the truth. King
Nebuchadnezzar was being tricky! He was giving them dll these

nice things so they would forget their home, the LORD, and the Bible,
God's Word.

Nebuchadnezzar wanted them to honor him and his fake gods
instead! And what would happen fo Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego if they didn't honor King Nebuchadnezzar and his fake
gods? They were soon to find out.
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0. King Nebuchadnezzar was very proud of himself.

“| am the greatest king on earth! Look at dll the lands I've captured
and dll the people I've made info my workers,” he boasted. “I'm
going fo make a great, golden statue for everyone fo worship,” he
decided. “Then, everyone will honor me and serve the great gods
| worship.”
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. King Nebuchadnezzar ordered his workers fo get sfarted.

“Build me a great, golden statue. Make it as high as a tall building.
Put it where everyone can gather around it and worship it,” the
King told them.
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I2. The workers obeyed the king. They built the statue, just as the
King ordered. And when it was finished, oh, how tadll it was! And oh,
how golden it was! It was amazing!
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13. Then, King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to dll the people:

When the musicians play their music, you are fo fall down and
worship the golden sfatue. This shows you honor me and serve
my gods,” he said. “But if anyone refuses to worship, I'll have him
thrown straight info a hot, fiery furnace,” the king warned.

No one wanted to be thrown info furnace and die. So, when the
musicians played their music, everyone was quick to obey.They dlll
fell down before the statue and worshipped.
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M. All, that is, except Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego!

Yes, these three men REFUSED to fall down and worship that gredat,
golden statue. The LORD was the only God they worshipped. He alone
was the one, frue God, and Shadrach,Meshach, and Abednegoknew
it.They weren't going to stop worshipping the LORD, even though the
King threatened to throw them in a fiery furnace.

So, there they stood while everyone else bowed down, sure that
someone would nofice.
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I5. Someone did notice!l They went straight to the king with the news.

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego don't care about you or your
gods,” they exclaimed. “They refuse to fall down and worship your
great, golden statue,” they told the king.
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Abednego don't care adbout you or your gods,” they exclaimed. “They refuse to fall down and

I5. Someone did notice!l They went straight fo the k
worship your great, golden statue,” they told the king.
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6. Nebuchadnezzar was furious! He ordered Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego 1o be brought before him.

“Listen fo the music and fall down before my great, golden statue.
Show me that you worship the sfatue and serve my gods,” he
ordered. “Do it now or be thrown info the fiery furnace! Then, what
god can rescue you?" the king demanded.
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I7. Was the king right? Was there readlly no god who could rescue
them?

No! He was WRONG! There WAS a God who could rescue them. |t
was the LORD! Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew it and
they remembered the LORD’s promises to them. They would keep
on worshiping HM. They would trust in Him alone.
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18. They said to the king, “King Nebuchadnezzar, youre wrong. The
LORD, the God whom we serve, can deliver us from your hot, fiery
furnace if He wants fo. And even if He doesn't choose fo rescue us,
we'll keep on worshipping Hm and we'll still be happy with what
He wants,” they told the king. “The LORD is the one, true God and He
knows what is best!”

214



1S9 SI JoyM smouy aH pub po9 andj} ‘auo ay} sl @07 2YL.
‘Bury a3y} pjo} Asy} .‘'sjupm aH joym ypm Addoy aq s [.oM pup wiH Buiddiysdom uo daay |.am ‘sn
3N2S3J 0] SO0 J,USS0P SH J USAS puy 0} SjUbM SH J 9o0uUIN A1 ‘JOY JNOA WOJZ Sh JSAIPP Ubd
'ANJSS 9/M WIOYM PO 3y} ‘G0 YL Buoam aunoA ‘upzzaupoysngay Bury, ‘Bury ayj o} pios Asy] ‘gl

(‘/‘//’ 'y,

()




I9. King Nebuchadnezzar was even more furious! Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego were still refusing fo bow down and
worship his great, golden statue. Now, they would have to die.

“Add more wood to the firel Make it seven times hotter! Tie up
these men and throw them in!” the king ordered. Soon, the fire
was raging hot. It was so hot that the king's mighty men died from
the heat as they threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego info
the flames.
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20. This should have been the end of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, but it wasn't.

King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fiery furnace and was
amazed. There were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego walking
around in the furnace and the flames didn't burn them up.

And strangest of dll, was the shining, heavenly person with them,
profecting them from the fire with God's great power. (Some
people think it was an angel, but others think it was Jesus.)
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2l. King Nebuchadnezzar could hardly believe his eyes! “Come out
of the fire,” the king ordered the men. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego obeyed.

They walked through the flames and out of that hot furnace. They
stood before the king, without a burn on their skin or the smell of
smoke on their clothes! Amazing!
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22. King Nebuchadnezzar knew there was only one reason why
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not killed or even hurt
in that fiery, hot furnace. It was because the LORD their God really
WAS the great, one, true God! He was fo be trusted and worshipped,
just like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had said!
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23. No longer did the king want anyone fo bow down before his

great, golden statue. It was great. It was golden. But it was NOT
God.

So, King Nebuchadnezzar sent out a new announcement through
the land, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
They trusted in Him rather than worship my great, golden statue.
He sent His angel fo rescue them.”

“These men deserve fo be great leaders in my kingdom; and
the LORD, their God, deserves dll peoples in my kingdom o honor
Him,” the king declared. “What a great God He is!” And King
Nebuchadnezzar was right!
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DETECTIVIES
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 5




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 5 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 5 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus... By Learning God’s Word and Obeying It!

Jesus knew God's Word and obeyed it His whole life. There was nothing about God's Word that Jesus did not
know or obey. It was very important that Jesus knew God's Word so well and that He always obeyed it. This was
the only way He could be the perfect Savior who could pay for the sins of God’s people.

God’s Word helped Jesus know how He should live. It gave Him strength to fight temptation and to keep on
obeying God, His Father, no matter what. And, when life was hard or sad, it comforted Him with God’s good
plans and promises.

God'’s people need to know God’s Word well, too. It tells them about God and His good plans. It tells them how
He wants them to live. It gives them strength to fight temptation and keep on obeying God, no matter what.
And, when life was hard or sad, it comforts them with God's good plans and promises.

How do God'’s people learn God’s Word? By reading it, memorizing it, singing it, and by others teaching it to
them. God promises that His Holy Spirit will work in the hearts of His people as they hear His Word. He will help
them understand it and obey it. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. He will help us to know and obey His Word, too.

Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse: Psalm 119:11,15,16 ESV

“I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. | will meditate on your precepts and
fix my eyes on your ways. | will delight in your statutes; | will not forget your word.”

Learn a Little: “I have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin against you.”

Meaning

God'’s people delight in God’s Word, the Bible. It is full of God’s precepts and decrees (His good laws). It tells of
His ways (what God is like). They meditate on God's Word (think about what it means); and, even hide it in their
hearts (memorize it) so that they might not sin against God. They know that God’s Word is not just true. It is also
powerful to change them to be more like Jesus. They don’t want to neglect it, because they want to know God
and please Him more than anything else in life. God can help us delight in His Word, too.

Bible Truth 5 ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for being the Giver of Your Word, the Bible. Through it, we see how amazing You are.

C God, please forgive us for not loving Your Word as we should. Too many times we choose to not read Your
Word but do other things instead. Too many times, even when we do read Your Word, we forget it and do not
obey it. We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, God, for telling us so much about Yourself and Your great plans through the Bible. Thank You for
telling us about Jesus and how we can be saved when we read it. Thank You for showing us how to live and
promising to help us through Your powerful Word.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to

love Your Word, the Bible. Send Your Holy Spirit to help us understand it and obey it. Help us to live like You
want us to live. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 5 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Bible Truth 5 Story
The Case of the Lost Treasure 2 Kings 22; 23:1-20; 24; 2 Chronicles 34:8-33

Songs Used in Bible Truth 5

Big Q&A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse Song: | Have Stored Up Your Word Psalm 119:11,15-16, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse Song: If Anyone Loves Me John 14:23, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse Song: Jesus Answered John 14:23-24, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 5 Bible Verse Song: For We Are God'’s Workmanship Ephesians 2:10; 6:7-8, NIV 1984

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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l. Moses was a very old man. For many years, the LORD had used
him fo lead the people of Israel. Moses led them out of slavery in
Egypt, then up fo great Mt. Sinai fo meet with the LORD.
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2. There, they made big, covenant promises. The LORD promised to
always be their God, who would care for them. And the people
promised to always be His people, who would love Hm and keep
His good laws.

240



‘'sMbj| poob siH doay
pub WiIH 9A0| pjnom oym ‘sjdoad siH aq sAbm|b o} pasiwodd sjdoad ayj puy ‘way} 4o aJbd pjnom
oyMm ‘pog Jivy} 99 sApbmip o} pasiwodd 0T 3yl sesiwodd jupuanod ‘Biq apow >mr= ‘adoy] Z

. m
,L _t g

T Vg T=




3. For forty, long years, Moses led the people through the dry,
desert-y wilderness. Findlly, came the wonderful day they were
waiiting for: the day when Moses brought them to the edge of
the Promised Land. It was time fo enter the good land the LORD
promised fo give them as their home.
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4. Moses had been a good leader. He had written down God's Word.
He had faught the people to obey the LORD and His good laws.

Bul now, Moses’ work was done. It was time for him to die and to
go heaven fo live with the LORD forever. So there, just outside the
Promised Land, Moses gathered dll the people together to feach
them one last time.
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S. “Love the LORD with dll your heart, dll your mind, and dll your
strength. Keep on learning God's laws. Know them and obey them!”
Moses urged the people of Israel.

“If you do, God will keep you as His special people. He will protect
you. He will use everything you go through to do good in your lives
and to show everyone how great He is,” Moses promised them.
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6. “And make sure your kings know God's laws, too,” Moses warned
them. “Each king should write down their own copy of God's Word.
Every, single word! This will help them know and obey God. This will
help them be good kings for you,” Moses told the people.
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1. Moses knew there was nothing like God's Word. It is powerful and
good. It is always true. It tells us how to live. It helps us know and
love God. And God promises fo bless those who obey it. God's Word
is a treasure. A precious treasurel Moses wanted fo make sure the
people understood this.
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8. The people of Israel listened to Moses and said, “We will do
everything you say. We will learn God's laws and obey them. We
will tell our kings fo write them down and obey them, 100,” they
promised.
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4. But DID the people of Israel keep their promise? DID they learn
God's Word and obey it? DID they have their kings wrife it down
and obey it, foo?

Well, sometimes they did; but many times, they didn't. They acted as
if it didn't matter if they or their kings learned and obeyed God's
Word.
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|0. But it DID matter, as the people of Israel found out over and over!
For whenever they learned and obeyed God's Word, they grew
closer fo the LORD. They worshipped Him and lived for Hm. And the

LORD blessed them with good things, their whole lives. The LORD also
used His Word to make their kings good kings.

When they copied it down as the LORD told them fo, He taught them
His good ways and helped them live them out. They fook good care
of the people, and the LORD protected their land from dll their
enemies. Life was so good when the people and their kings learned
and obeyed God's Word! The LORD blessed them in so many ways!
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. But how very different life was when the people and their kings
STOPPED learning God's Word and obeying it.

The people stopped worshipping the LORD and growing closer fo Him.
They stopped obeying God's good laws, too. They hurt each other
and broke their promises to the LORD. The kings stopped copying
down God's Word and reading it.

Without the LORD and His Word, they stopped being good kings. No
longer did they fake good care of the people. No longer did their
enemies stay away. What sad times came upon them, just as the
LORD said would happen!
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2. Some of these kings even brought in the fake gods of their
enemies and worshipped them instead.

They ordered the people to worship these fake gods and give
their worship gifts to them. They let the Temple, the LORD's special
worship place, fadll apart. They didn't care about the LORD.
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13. And what happened to God's Word when the kings and the people
turned away from the LORD? They got rid of itl They threw it away
like useless trash, instead of treating it like the treasure it was.

Oh, what ferrible things the people and their kings had done! And
oh, what terrible punishment they deserved for breaking their
promises to God!
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4. This is how things were when Josiah became king.

Josiah's father, Amon,hadbeenone of thebadkings.He worshipped
fake gods, and gave his worship gifts fo them, insfead of the LORD.
He ordered the people fo worship these fake gods, foo. He forgot
about God's Word and let it be lost. What a terrible king he wasl!
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5. But Josiah was very different from his father. While he was still
just a little boy, he began to seek after the LORD. He furned away
from those fake gods and turned to the LORD.
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6. And when Josiah became Kking, he led the people in turning to the
LORD, too.

“Get rid of these fake gods,” Josiadh commanded his workers.
“Worship the LORD,” Josiah told the people. “Give your worship gifts
fo Him, the one true God,” Josiah said.
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I7. To the Temple, went the king's workers. Out went all the fake gods.
"Smash, crash, crumble,” the workers broke them into pieces and
ground them into powder. No one would worship them again!

Then, “Bang, whack, thump,” up went new wood and new stone as
they fixed up the broken places in the Temple.
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18. The beautiful, golden things used to worship the LORD were brought
out again. They were cleaned up and made ready. The tables, the
plafes, the candlesticks, the altar, the wash basin... everything!

The workers worked and worked. What a lot there was to clean
up and fix! And as they worked, they found a book, forgotten and
hidden away. It was God's Word, the Bible!
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9. Hilkiah, the Temple leader, brought God's Word to Shaphan, King
Josiah's helper.

“| have found God's Word in the Temple. Take it.” Shaphan took it
and read it. Then, HE fook it to King Josiah and read it to HIM.
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20. King Josiah listened fo every word.

For the first time, Josiah heard how LORD created the world. He
heard how the LORD had rescued the people from Pharaoh in Egypt
and given them His good laws at Mt. Sinai. He heard about the big,

covenant promises He made with the people of Israel o always be
their God.

What wonderful stories these werel This book had been hidden
away and forgotten. It had been treated like trash. But Josiah could
see that this book was a treasure, more precious than gold. How
happy he was to hear God's Word!
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2l. As King Josidah kept listening, his happiness turned to worry. Yes,

the LORD had made big, covenant promises with the people of Israel
fo be their God; but, THEY had made promises with the LORD, too.

They had promised fo worship Him and obey His good laws, but they
had NOT done that. Nor had they learned God's Word or obeyed it
as they had promised. The kings had NOT written God's Word and
learned it either.

Nol They had dll forgotten the LORD and broken His good laws. Now,
they dll deserved the LORD’s punishment. Uh, oh!
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22. King Josiah was so upset that he sfood up and fore his clothes.
(That's what they used to do long ago when they were very, very
upset-but we shouldn't do it))

“Oh, no! What should we do?’ said King Josiah. “We deserve God's
ferrible punishment for breaking our promises fo Hm!" he exclaimed.
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23. The LORD gave Josiah His answer through the prophetess Huldah.

“Yes, you deserve My punishment for breaking your promise fo
keep My laws, but | am a God of mercy,” the LORD said.

“Since you want to learn my Word and obey it, | will not punish the
people as they deserve. And when | do findlly punish them, | will
use that punishment fo bring them back to love and obey Me,” He
promised.

King Josiah was so happy! He would learn God's Word and obey it.
He would teach the people of Israel to obey it, foo. He was so glad
that the LORD would keep them as His people!
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24. So, at last, when the Temple was repaired, King Josiah gathered
all the people together in front of it. Then he, himself, read out loud
fo them.

Can you guess what he read? He read God's Word fo them. Every
single word of itl As the people heard God's Word, God worked
in their hearts. He helped them be sorry for their sins. He helped
them turn back to Him and His good laws.

Then dll fogether, King Josiah and the people prayed 1o the LORD,
“We promise fo worship You. We promise to learn Your Word and
obey it.” And so they did, dll the days that Josiah was their king.
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IDIEIER IDOVRTINI
DETECTIVIES
- ———X_— >
Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 6




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 6 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus... By Saying “No” to Disobeying God!

Jesus is the perfect Son of God, but when He lived on earth, He was tempted to disobey God just as we are.
Sometimes, God’s plan for Jesus was very hard. Jesus was tempted disobey God, His Father, and do something
easier. God's enemy, Satan, knew just what kinds of things to tempt Jesus with. Oh, how he wanted Jesus to
disobey God! He did NOT want Jesus to be our Savior!

But no matter what the temptation was, Jesus always said “no” to it. He prayed to God, His Father, to help Him.
He remembered God’s Word and it made Him strong to always say “no” to disobeying God. He never, ever
disobeyed God, so He could be our perfect Savior.

God’s people are often tempted to disobey God, too. They want to love God. They want to obey Him. They have
the Holy Spirit living in their hearts, helping them; but (unlike Jesus), sin is very strong in their hearts, too.

God wants His people to do what Jesus did when they are tempted. He wants them to pray to Him and ask for
His help. He wants them to remember His Word, the Bible. His Holy Spirit living in their hearts can help them say
“no”to sin. And when they do give in to temptation, His Holy Spirit can comfort them with God’s forgiveness.

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, God promises to help us say“no”to disobeying
God, too. And, He promises to forgive our sins, even when we do disobey Him. Thank You, God!

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it”

Learn a Little: “God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability.”

Meaning

God’s people will be tempted to sin every day of their lives. Their temptations are common to man--that is,
they will be tempted to sin against God, just like everyone else. But God’s people can be encouraged that
God is always there to help them say “no.” He promises that He will never let them be tempted more than
they can bear. With any temptation they face, He promises to provide a way of escape, so they can endure the
temptation without sinning. How good, merciful, and powerful is the Lord! We can be God's people when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. He can help us say “no” to temptation, too.

Bible Truth 6 ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for Jesus, Your Perfet Son, who never, ever disobeyed You, no matter how tempting it was.

C God, please forgive us for not saying “no” to disobeying You. Many times, when we are tempted, we choose
to forget Your good ways and go ahead and do what we want to do. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for promising to help Your people when they are tempted to do wrong. You promise to
always provide them with a way out of sin. Thank You, that we can become Your people through Jesus, too,
and You will help us.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to
say “no” to disobeying You when we are tempted. Help us to choose to live for You, instead, like Jesus did. In

Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts

Bible Truth 6 Story

The Case of the Escape that Waited
1Samuel 17:19,23-24,27,31; 2 Samuel 5-6

Songs Used in Bible Truth 6
Big Q& A 12 Song
Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?
Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV
Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1
Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse Song: No Temptation 1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse Song: No Temptation Has Overtaken You 1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse Song: Count It All Joy James 1:2-4, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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l. David was quite a man! He was a good shepherd who profected
his sheep.
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2. He was a brave fighter who fought off enemies, whether they
were great giants like Goliath, or even whole armies.
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3. He sang and played the harp, making up beautiful songs for God.
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4. But most of dll, David was a man after God's own heart.

What does it mean to be a man affer God's own heart? Well, it
means that David loved God and wanted fo obey Him, even when it
was very tempting fo disobey Him.
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3. David's people, the people of Israel, loved David!

They were proud of how he protected his sheep from fierce, wild
animails, like lions and bears. They praised David for being such a
brave fighter who fought off their powerful enemies. They loved
David's songs and sang them to God.

They were glad that David was a man after God's own heart: a
man who loved God and wanted to obey Him, even when it was
very tempting to disobey Him. They could see that God was pleased
with David, foo. God helped David in many special ways.
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6. Yes, it seemed that EVERYONE in Israel loved David. But that was
nof quite frue.

There was one man among the people of Israel who certainly did
NOT love David. Who was this man? It was none other than Saul, the
King of Israel!
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1 Yes, King Saul disliked David because he was jedlous of him. (Jealous
means wishing you had what someone else has.)

Saul's jealousy of David grew bigger and bigger until it turned info

anger and hate. David seemed to have everything that HE used fo
have, and Saul hated that.

Before David came, who did the people praise? They had praised .
HIM, King Saull They praised HIM for being a brave fighter and for
being Israel's first king. They praised HIM as the man God helped in
special ways. And, oh, how King Saul loved the people’s praise!
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8. But now, dll that had changed. When Saul had been tempted to
disobey God, he didn't say “no.” He said “yes™ Saul chose to sin
against God and His good ways over and over.:

God warned Saul many times to turn away from disobeying Him.
But what do you think Saul did? Saul kept on disobeying God. How
sad!
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Q. So, af last, after disobeying God over and over and over, the
prophet Samuel came 1o Saul with some very sad news.

“The LORD says, ‘Because you have chosen fo keep on disobeying
Me, 'm going fo make David and his sons the kings over Israel,instead
of your family. No longer will you receive the special help | give My
Kings. Those days are gone for you,” Samuel fold Saul.
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|0. This made King Saul even MORE jealous! Now, he hated David even
more.

Saul would NOT let David be king. He would get rid of David! He would
make sure HIS family, not David's, would be the kings over Israel!
King Saul decided to Kill David. He threw a long spear at him. Oh, no!

Did Saul hit David? No, he did not! God protected David and he got
away!

O
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. Next, King Saul sent men 1o get rid of David as he slept. Oh, no!

Did the men get David? No, they did not! God protected David. David's
wife, Michal, helped David escape.
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12. Now David knew he was not safe anywhere near King Saul. There
was only one thing he could do. He must run far, far away.

So, away from the king's palace, away from the cities, and out info
the dry, desert-y wilderness, David ran. He ran away fo where no
one lived. Surely, King Saul would give up and leave David alone out
there.

But King Saul did NOT! He was determined to get rid of David! So, King
Saul and his soldiers went out info that dry, desert-y wilderness
hunting for David. Nothing would stop King Saul from getting rid of
David!
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3. What a hard life David lived! Every day, Saul and his soldiers
were dfter him. He was always on the run. “Run, David, run! Hide,
David, hidel”

Where would David make his home? Where would he sleep? David
had no home. He slept on the ground, or sometimes in a cave. David
couldn't rest anywhere for long. Saul and his soldiers were never
far behind. David had to keep moving and stay adlert!

And where in that big, dry, desert-y wilderness could David find
food and water? It wasn't easy. Sometimes, there were only hoppy
bugs like locusts fo eat! Wriggle, wriggle! Crunch, crunch! Ugh!
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4. God had once cdlled David a man affer His own heart, a man
who loved God and wanted fo obey Him.

But NOW what David was thinking inside his heart, with King Saul
after him, day after day aftfer day? Did he STILL love God and
want to obey Hm?

David knew that the LORD didn't want him fo hate Saul or hurt him. .
But, oh, it must have been very tempting to want to both hate and
hurt Saul aftfer dll he had done.
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I5. And what would happen if David DID get a chance fo Kill Saul?
Would he keep saying “no” fo disobeying God, or would he Kill Saul
and be rid of him, once and for all? David was soon fo find out.

Onenight,David andhis soldier friend, Abishai, found the place where
King Saul and his soldiers were sleeping. They tip-foed around dill
the sleeping soldiers until they came to King Saul, himself.
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6. Right next fo King Saul's head were a water jar and a big spear.
Templing thoughts came into David's heart. He could use the water
jar to hit Saul on the head and hurt him. He could use the spear and
even Kill Saul.

What would David do now? How mean Saul had been to him! How
tired David was of running away from Saull This would be an easy
way for David to finally get rid of Saul.

Abishai agreed with those templing thoughts. “Let’s get rid of King
Saul,” Abishai urged David. David picked up the waler jar and the
spear. What would he do with them next?
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I7. The LORD helped David NOT give into the femptation to disobey Hm
and hurt Saul.

330



TNOS Ny pup Wiy Asgosip o} uolojduws) sy) ojur s 10U PiARg Padipy 0T YL I

331



8. With jar and spear in hand, David led Abishai away from the
camp. When they were a safe distance away from the Saul and his
soldiers, David woke them up with a shout.

“King Saul, here are your water jar and your spear. | could have
Killed you with them, but | did not,” David yelled. “Send a man here
fo me and | will give them back fo you. But please, turn away from
trying to Kill me. | have done nothing fo you.”
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9. At last, that perfect timing did come. Saul died, and David's days
of running were over. NOW, what was David thinking in his heart?
Would he celebrate that Saul was dead? It would be fempting to be
happy about that.

But David said “no” to that femptation, too. David was sad for Saul.
He even taught the people a special song to honor him at his funeral.
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20. And not long aftfer Saul died, the people of Israel made David
their king.

Everyone celebraled with fig cakes and roast meat. They sang
songs of praise fo the LORD and set up His special meeting place in
Jerusalem near David's palace.

And who led the people in praising the LORD that day? Why, it was
King David, himself! He wanted dll the people fo be people after
God's own heart: people who loved God and wanted to obey Him,
even when it was very hard.
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DETECTIVIES
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 7




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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ig Question 12, Bible Truth 7 Overview: Key Goncepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him

.
Bi

A

C

Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

ble Truth 7 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus...By Telling the Good News of Jesus!

After Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, He told His disciples to go tell the good news of salvation
to the whole world. Jesus wanted people everywhere know how they could become God'’s people. He wanted
them to know that they could know God in their hearts, now. And after they died, they could go and live with
God forever. These wonderful gifts would be theirs when they turned away from their sins and trusted in Jesus
as their Savior. What good news this was!

Jesus’ disciples obeyed Him. They traveled farther and farther away from their homes, sharing the good news
of Jesus to all who would listen. Many people rejoiced in this good news. They turned away from their sins and
trusted in Jesus as their Savior. God’s people were growing in number!

Even today, God still wants His people to keep on sharing this good news to all who will listen. He wants them
to share this good news with people who live next door, and with people who live in faraway places. God wants
His people to keep on telling about Jesus until the whole world has heard the good news.

How do God'’s people carry out this big, wonderful job? With the help of God's Holy Spirit! God promises that
His Holy Spirit will be at work inside His people. He will help them know what to say and give them the courage
to say it. Best of all, God promises to send His Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of those who listen, helping them
trust in Jesus and be saved. We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior.

ble Truth 7 Bible Verse: Romans 10:13-15, ESV

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

Learn a Little: “"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

Meaning

These verses remind us that God sends His people to tell others the good news of salvation through Jesus. They
must go, if others are to hear and believe. That is how God has planned to save sinners. What a privilege this is
to go and tell others! That is what makes their feet beautiful. Not that they have pretty feet (or cute toes), but
that by using their feet to go tell others about Jesus, those others can know God and be saved from their sins.

ble Truth 7 ACTS Prayer
God, we praise You for being the God who saves. You made the way for sinful people like us to become Your
people. How loving and merciful You are!
God, please forgive us for not telling others about You as You want us to. Forgive us for being scared that
others might not want to hear about Jesus or make fun of us. Forgive for not trusting You to be at work as we
share the good news about salvation through Him. We need a Savior!
Thank You, God, for offering to make us Your people through Jesus. Thank You for giving us the wonderful,
good news of salvation through Him.
God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to

tell others how they can receive the free gift of salvation through Him, too. Work inside others as they hear
about Jesus and help them believe in Him, too. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 7 Overview: Key Concepts

Bible Truth 7 Story
The Case of the Beautiful, Busy Feet Acts

Songs Used in Bible Truth 7

Big Q& A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 7 Bible Verse Song: How Beautiful Romans 10:13-15, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 7 Bible Verse Song: Be My Witnesses Acts 1:8, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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. Jesus and His disciples stood together on the Mount of Olives, a hill
near the city of Jerusalem. This would be the last fime they would
be together on earth.
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2. Jesus had died on the cross and was buried in a grave. Then, on
Day Three, He rose from the dead and appeared fo His disciples.

For the next forty days, Jesus taught them about God's good plans
from the Bible. How wonderful it had been to have Jesus with them
againl
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3. But now, those days were over. [t was fime for Jesus fo go to
heaven and rule.

Before He went, Jesus told his disciples about the job He had for
them. “Be My witnesses,” Jesus fold them. “Tell everyone what I've
done. Tell them how they can become God's people. Teach them
everything I've faught you. Make them My disciples,” Jesus said.

“Start right here in Jerusalem, but don't sfop there! This good news
is for the whole world,” Jesus fold them.
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Y. “Go through dll of Judeq, this land you live in. Tell everyone the
good news. But don't sfop therel Go fo Samaria, fo your enemies
who live in the land next fo you. Tell them the good news.”

“But don't stop there, either!” Jesus said, “Keep on going and felling,
fo the very ends of the earth. Every people, in every part of the

world, need tfo hear this wonderful, good news of salvation through
faith in Mel”
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5. Wow! Jesus was giving His disciples a big job! Could they really do
all of this? Tell the WHOLE WORLD?

Well... no, they couldn't. Not on their own. But yes, they could, because
God was going fo give them a powerful Helper.

“| will ask the Father and He will send the Holy Spirit tfo live in your
hearts,” Jesus told them. “HE will give you the wisdom and power
you need to fell the whole world,” Jesus told them. “And, when this
wonderful, good news of salvation has reached dll peoples, in dll
places, | will come back,” Jesus promised.
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6. When Jesus finished saying all these things, He went up through
the clouds to heaven. The disciples were sad for Jesus fo leave
them, but they were happy adbout His promises.

How excifing! The Holy Spirit would live inside their hearts! They
would get fo tell everyone the good news about Jesus. And one
day, when their job was finished, Jesus would come back! Yes, this
was dll very, very exciting!
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1. But what should they do first? Where should they go?

“Start in Jerusalem. Wait there for the gift of the Holy Spirit there!”
Jesus fold them; so, that's just where they went and what they did!
They waited and prayed until God's Holy Spirit came to live inside
them, just as Jesus promised.
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8. The disciples burst out info the streets of Jerusalem, and helped
by the Holy Spirit, they spread the good news of Jesus:

“Turn away from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior!*
they told all who would listen. “God will forgive your sins and make
you, His people. You can know and love God in your hearts, right now.
And when you die, you can live with Hm and enjoy Him forever,”
they promised.

“Believe this wonderful, good news foday!" they urged everyone.
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9. The Holy Spirit began to work in the hearts of many that day.
And guess what happened next?

They turned away from their sins and frusfed in Jesus as their
Savior. Yay!
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|0. Thousands of new believers joined Jesus’ first disciples.

They gathered together as a church fo pray and learn from God's
Word. They encouraged each other folove God andlove one another
like sisters and brothers.

And, they encouraged each other fo do the job Jesus gave them.
Can you remember what that job was?
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I. “Be My witnesses! Tell the whole world about Me!” Jesus had told
them. Now, it was time fo do it

Some slayed in Jerusalem. They kept on feling others the good
news of Jesus there.

But many others left Jerusalem. Jesus had fold them 1o go to the
whole world, so that's what they did. Some went to the little towns
of their homeland, Judea.

And what did they remember as they moved? Jesus' last words:
“Be My witnesses! Tell the whole world the wonderful, good news
of salvation through faith in Me.”
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2. And so, they did.

“Turn away from disobeying God and trust in Jesus as your Savior,*
they told people in Judea. “God will forgive your sins and make you,
His people. You can know and love God in your hearts, right now. And
when you die, you will live with Him and enjoy Him forever. Believe
this wonderful, good news today!” they urged the people in Judea.

Many heard this wonderful, good news and believed! Now, they
were God's people, brothers and sisters through Jesusl!
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13. Some of Jesus’ followers left Judea and went even farther away.
Some, like Philip, went o Samarria, the nearby land of their enemies.

And what did Philip and the others remember as they went? Jesus'
last words. Can you remember them? “Be My witnesses! Tell the

whole world the wonderful, good news of salvation through faith
in Mel” Jesus had told them.
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. So, that’s what Philip and others did: “Turn away from disobeying
God and trust in Jesus as your Savior,” they told their enemies in
Samaria. “God will forgive your sins and make you, His people. You
can know and love God in your hearts, right now. And when you die,
you will live with Him and enjoy Him forever. Believe this wonderful,
good news today!” they urged.

Many of these enemies heard and believed! They weren't enemies,
anymorelNow, they were God's people,brothers andsisters through
Jesus!
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I5. Others, like Paul and Barnabas, went even farther away.

They sailed on ships over the wavy seas fo islands. They walked
miles and miles to other faraway places. Over tall mountains, down
deep vdlleys, adlong the seashore, they travelled. Wherever people
were, they went.

And what did they remember as they went to dll these places?
Jesus’ last words. Can you remember them? “Be My witnesses! Tell
the whole world the wonderful, good news of salvation through
faith in Me!” Jesus said.
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6. So, that's what Paul and Barnabas did: “Turn away from
disobeying God and frust in Jesus as your Savior,” they fold the
peoples in those faraway places. “God will forgive your sins and
make you, His people. You can know and love God in your hearts,
right now. And when you die, you will live with Hm and enjoy Him
forever. Believe this wonderful, good news today!" they urged.

Many in these faraway places heard this wonderful, good news
and believed! Now they were God's people, brothers and sisters
through Jesus!
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I7. Many years have passed since Jesus told His disciples to fell the
world how He can be their Savior. And dll this time, as His disciples
have kept on spreading the good news, the Holy Spirit has been at
work in the hearts of people.

Now, millions, even billions, of people have become God's people,
brothers and sisters through Jesus. But did you know the job is
STILL not finished? There are still so many people who need fo hear
the good news of Jesus. Million, even billions, of people. Who will tell
THEM about Him?
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18. God's people, living today, that’'s who! Jesus wants His disciples
fo keep on telling everyone, dll over this world, how He can become
their Savior.

People who live near them need 1o hear. People who live far away
from them need to hear. And everyone who lives in between needs
fo hear, too! They ALL need 1o hear the wonderful, good news of
Jesus, that they might turn away from disobeying God, trust Jesus
as their Savior, and be saved!

<

38



iPOAS 3¢ pUb ‘JOIADS JIBY] Sb ShSa* |Shd] ‘po9 BuiAagosip
wiody Apmbp udny Jybiuw Asyy Joy] ‘snsa O SMau poob ‘[njJaspuom ayj Joay o} pasu TV A3y joo}
‘J03Y O} SPO3U UM 9] Ul SOAI OUM SUOA JSAS puUy JbdY O} PasauU WY} Wodj AbMb Jbg SAl oYM
9|doad Upay 0} pasu way} Jodu aAl oym 3jdodd JoIADS By} SW033q Ud SH MO\ ‘P|JoM SIY} JOAO
[0 ‘9UOA Jans Bulje) uo doay o} sajdidsip SIH SjupM sSnsf joyMm s.Joy) ‘Appo} Bulal ‘sjidoad s,po) ‘gl

385



I9. And who will help God's people finish this big job?

The same Person who helped those believers, long ago. God's Holy
Spirit, that's who! He is living in their hearts, helping God's people do
the job Jesus gave them.

He's at work in those who hear the good news of Jesus, too, helping
them turn away from their sins and frust in Jesus as their Savior.

O
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20.0n and on, God's people willremember Jesus' last words to them:
“Be My witnesses! Tell the whole world the wonderful, good news
of salvation through faith in Me!l” Jesus said.

Yes, they will keep on doing the job God gave them, until all of God's
people are saved, milions and billions, even trillions of people. More
people than we can count. Wow!

And THEN, af last, it will be fime for Jesus fo come back. He will fake
His people to live with Hm in the new heaven and earth forever.
What a great day that will be! It will be Perfect Wonderfulness!
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DDD 12.7 Simple Story Scenes
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DDD 12.7 Simple Story Scenes
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12,
Bible Truth 8




Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

398



Big Question 12, Bible Truth 8 Overview: Key Concepts p.1

Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Bible Truth 8 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus...By Making Much of God!

There are many things we delight in. Birthdays and Christmas. Learning to ride a bike or how to read. Even
beautiful things, like the soft, fluffy snow and colorful rainbows. God’s people delight in these things, too. But
do you know what (or really WHO) God'’s people delight in most of all? It's the same person Jesus delighted in
most of all... God!

Yes! Like Jesus, God's people want to delight in God most of all. They want their lips to be full of praise for Him,
and their lives to be pleasing to Him. They want to tell others how good and loving and powerful God is.

And they don't want others just to HEAR how amazing God is. They want others to BE His people, too, so they
can KNOW God and DELIGHT in how amazing He is, themselves. They want the whole world to delight in God,
because God is the most wonderful person we can ever know. And, because it pleases God when we make
much of Him, the one, true God.

The big, Bible word for making much of God is “glorify.” Jesus glorified God with His whole life—in everything
He thought, and said, and did. God’s people ask God to help them glorify Him, too. We can glorify God, too,
when we turn away from our sins, trust in Jesus as our Savior, and live our lives for Him. This is how we become
God’s people. Let's make much of God!

Bible Truth 8 Bible Verse: Psalm 66:1-3,5,16, NIV 1984

“Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of His name! Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
Come and see what God has done... Let me tell you what he has done for me.”

Learn a Little: “Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of His name!”

Meaning

God’s people delight in God's glory. He has been so good to them! He has given His Son to save them from
their sins. He has provided for their needs with what He knows is best for them. He has filled them with His Holy
Spirit, and they have fellowship with Him in their heart. They have never lacked any good thing and they never
will their whole life. They want to praise the LORD all the time. They want others to join them in magnifying His
name (praising Him) and in knowing Him, themselves. To be one of God'’s people is the best blessing anyone
can ever have.

Bible Truth 8 ACTS Prayer
A God, we praise You. You are perfect, good, loving, and wise. You deserve all our praise.

C God, please forgive us for choosing to not praise You or delight in You, as You deserve. Many times, we
choose to make much of ourselves or others, instead of You. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to save us from our sins. He alone is Savior. He deserves for us to make
much of Him.

S God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to
make much of You. Help us to delight in You and how wonderful You are.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 12, Bible Truth 8 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Bible Truth 8 Story
The Case of the Boastful Man  Acts 7-9,22; Romans; 1 & 2 Corinthians; Ephesians; Philippians

Songs Used in Bible Truth 8

Big Q& A 12 Song

Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?

Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Walk in Love Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV

Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name 2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1

Big Question 12 Praise Song: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 8 Bible Verse Song: Shout with Joy to God Psalm 66:1-3,5,9,16, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 8 Bible Verse Song: As Each Has Received a Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 8 Bible Verse Song: Gift, Gift, Gift 1 Peter 4:10-11, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 8 Bible Verse Song: | Will Bless the Lord at All Times Psalm 34:1,3,8,10, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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