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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 15: God’s People Gather Together
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
                                                                    To Worship God and Love One Another!
Unit Bible Verse: “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not           
                                    give up meeting together.”  Hebrews 10:24-25

Bible Truth 1 Concept: To Worship God and Love One Another...
                                                  By Praising God for Jesus’ Win over Death!

On one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for God’s people. He was buried in a grave, but He didn’t 
stay there. He rose up from the grave on Day Three—Sunday!  He was alive and would be forevermore! 

Ever since that first and best Sunday when Jesus beat sin and death, God’s people have been gathering togeth-
er each week to celebrate. (The big, Bible word for God’s people gathered together is ”congregation.”) They sing 
and pray and listen to God’s Word. They rejoice that Jesus had beaten sin and death for them. They are happy 
the Holy Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forward to the day when Jesus will come back and all of God’s 
people will at last gather together forever as one, big family. That will be the biggest and best celebration of all!

Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior receive God’s forgiveness for their sins. 
He sends His Holy Spirit to live in their hearts and helps them love God and live for Him the rest of their lives. 
Forever they will be God’s dearly-loved people! What an amazing gift God has given us through Jesus! 

God’s people love to celebrate together, but they are always hoping for more to join them. That’s why they tell 
their neighbors nearby the good news of Jesus. (The big, Bible word for telling others about Jesus is “evange-
lism.”) And that’s why they even travel to faraway lands to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big, Bible 
word for going to another land to tell people about Jesus is “missions.”) They want everyone to hear the good 
news of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior.  (The big, Bible word for the good news of 
Jesus is “the gospel.”) They want them all to become God’s people and join the Sunday celebration of what God 
has done through Jesus! We can be God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as 
our Savior. Sundays will be our celebration day, too!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: 1 Peter 1:3

“He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  

Learn a Little: “He has given us new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  

Meaning

When we are born as babies, we have our first birth. But did you know that all who turn away from their sins 
and trust in Jesus as their Savior are given a new birth? Not a new birth as a baby again. This isn’t a new birth 
for our bodies. God gives our heart a new birth. He forgives all our sins and gives us a new heart filled with the 
Holy Spirit --a heart that knows God, and wants to love Him and live for Him.

Jesus is why God’s people get to have this wonderful new birth. He died on the cross for their sins. He made 
the way for them to be God’s people. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. He was resurrected. (That’s a big Bible word 
meaning that He rose from the dead.) Yes, on that third day--that glorious Easter Sunday morning-- He rose 
from the dead, showing that He had really beaten sin and death for them. Jesus is alive for evermore. And He is 
the living hope of God’s people that one day, they, too, will live face to face with God forever! We can be God’s 
people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                           p.1                                                               
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Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for saving Your people, the Church. We praise You for being so powerful that You beat 
sin and death for them.

God, we know that Sunday should be a special celebration day. It’s the day Jesus rose from the dead. But 
sometimes, we would rather not go to church and celebrate. We would rather do something else that seems 
more fun. We don’t treasure what Jesus did on the cross. We need a Savior!

God, thank You for beating sin and death for God’s people through Jesus. Thank You that they don‘t have to 
face Your punishment for sin. They get to know You in their hearts now, and get to live with You in heaven 
when they die. Thank You that we can be Your people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in 
Jesus as our Savior.  

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to 
celebrate Jesus’ win over sin and death as we gather together with God’s people at church.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story
The Case of the Third Day Yay   

Exodus 16,20; Luke 22-24; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2 

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1 

Big Q & A 15 Song
Big Question 15 Song: Why Do God’s People Go to Church?
Big Question 15 Bible Verse Song: Let Us Not Give Up Meeting Together   Hebrews 10:25, NIV 1984
Big Question 15 Hymn: Brethren, We Have Met to Worship, v.1
Big Question 15 Praise Song: Praise the Lord Together 

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: He Has Given Us a New Birth    1 Peter 1:3, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Verse: Shout with Joy to God    Psalm 66:1-3,5,9,16, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Verse: The Time Has Come   Mark 1:15, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Verse: How Beautiful    Romans 10:13-15, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Verse: All the Nations You Have Made    Psalm 86:9, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Verse: There Was a Great Multitude    Revelation 7:9-10, NIV 1984

Big Question 15, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                                             p.2                                                         

A

C

T

S

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, and 

say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 15: 

        W
hy D

o G
od’s People G

o to Church?
        and the A

nsw
er is: 

       To W
orship G

od and Love O
ne A

nother!

M
eaning:

A
 church is G

od’s people gathering together. Som
e churches 

m
eet in special buildings. Som

e churches m
eet in hom

es. 
Som

e m
eet outside. N

o m
atter w

here they m
eet, w

hen 
G

od’s people gather together, they are a church. W
hen G

od’s 
people gather together as a church, they w

orship G
od. They 

w
orship H

im
 for being the one, true G

od w
ho is not like 

anyone else. They w
orship H

im
 for saving them

 through 
Jesus. They sing songs and pray to G

od. They listen to the 
Bible and learn how

 to obey it. G
od’s people also gather 

together to love one another. They talk w
ith each other, and 

take care of each other, and pray for each other. The Bible 
tells us that G

od’s people are to m
eet together often. It tells 

us that w
hen they gather together, Jesus w

ill be there w
ith 

them
 in a special w

ay. W
e can be G

od’s people w
hen w

e turn 
aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, w

e 
w

ill gather together w
ith G

od’s people to w
orship G

od and 
love one another, too!
                                           

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 15 Song 

   
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 15, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the W

ay W
e W

ash O
ur Clothes”)

W
hy do G

od’s people go to church?
G

o to church? G
o to church?

W
hy do G

od’s people go to church?
To w

orship G
od and to 

love one another!

D
D

D
 15  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 15 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“To W

orship G
od and Love O

ne A
nother” is a good beginning, 

but there’s so m
ore to learn. So, it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n 

even deeper for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about 

G
od. W

e’re going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell 
us m

ore about w
hy G

od’s people go to church.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our six Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the six truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, now

 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w
e 

can figure out w
hich of these six truths w

e w
ill be learning 

about today. W
ho w

ould like to get it out of the Big Q
uestion 

Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
 15, Bible Truth 1--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People G

o to Church? 
To W

orship G
od and Love O

ne A
nother!

By Praising G
od for Jesus’ W

in over  ???? !”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat is the opposite of alive? It starts w

ith a 
“D

” and it rhym
es w

ith “breath.”

Can you guess? It’s “death.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People G

o to Church? 
To W

orship G
od and Love O

ne A
nother!

By Praising G
od for Jesus’ W

in over  D
EATH

 !”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

O
n one sad Friday, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for G

od’s 
people. H

e w
as buried in a grave, but H

e didn’t stay there. H
e rose up 

from
 the grave on D

ay Three—
Sunday!  H

e w
as alive and w

ould be 
foreverm

ore! 

Ever since that first and best Sunday w
hen Jesus beat sin and 

death, G
od’s people have been gathering together each w

eek to 
celebrate. (The big, Bible w

ord for G
od’s people gathered together 

is ”congregation.”) They sing and pray and listen to G
od’s W

ord. They 
rejoice that Jesus had beaten sin and death for them

. They are happy 
the H

oly Spirit lives in their hearts. They look forw
ard to the day 

w
hen Jesus w

ill com
e back and all of G

od’s people w
ill at last gather 

together forever as one, big fam
ily. That w

ill be the biggest and best 
celebration of all!

N
ow

 all w
ho turn aw

ay from
 their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior 

receive G
od’s forgiveness for their sins. H

e sends H
is H

oly Spirit to live 
in their hearts and helps them

 love G
od and live for H

im
 the rest of 

their lives. Forever they w
ill be G

od’s dearly-loved people! W
hat an 

am
azing gift G

od has given us through Jesus! 

G
od’s people love to celebrate together, but they are alw

ays hoping 
for m

ore to join them
. That’s w

hy they tell their neighbors nearby the 
good new

s of Jesus. (The big, Bible w
ord for telling others about Jesus 

is “evangelism
.”) A

nd that’s w
hy they even travel to faraw

ay lands 
to tell people there about Jesus, too. (The big, Bible w

ord for going 
to another land to tell people about Jesus is “m

issions.”) They w
ant 

everyone to hear the good new
s of Jesus, repent of their sins and trust 

in Jesus as their Savior.  (The big, Bible w
ord for the good new

s of 
Jesus is “the gospel.”) They w

ant them
 all to becom

e G
od’s people and 

join the Sunday celebration of w
hat G

od has done through Jesus! W
e 

can be G
od’s people, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust 

in Jesus as our Savior. Sundays w
ill be our celebration day, too!
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

He Has Given Us a New
 Birth:

1 Peter 1:3, HCSB
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 15, track 17

H
e has given us a new

 birth,
Into a living hope,
H

e has given us a new
 birth,

Into a living hope,
Through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from

 the dead,
Through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from

 the dead.
H

e has given us a new
 birth,

Into a living hope,
H

e has given us a new
 birth,

Into a living hope.
First Peter O

ne, three.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to 

get it out for m
e?”

D
D

D
 15.1 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

1 Peter 1:3 tells us: 

1 Peter 1:3, H
CSB

“H
e has given us a new

 birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from

 the dead.” 

Learn a Little:  H
e has given us a new

 birth through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from

 the dead.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
W

hen w
e are born as babies, w

e have our first birth. But did you know
 

that all w
ho turn aw

ay from
 their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior 

are given a new
 birth? N

ot a new
 birth as a baby again. This isn’t a new

 
birth for our bodies. G

od gives our heart a new
 birth. H

e forgives all 
our sins and gives us a new

 heart filled w
ith the H

oly Spirit --a heart 
that know

s G
od, and w

ants to love H
im

 and live for H
im

.

Jesus is w
hy G

od’s people get to have this w
onderful new

 birth. H
e 

died on the cross for their sins. H
e m

ade the w
ay for them

 to be G
od’s 

people. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. H
e w

as resurrected. (That’s a big 
Bible w

ord m
eaning that H

e rose from
 the dead.) Yes, on that third 

day--that glorious Easter Sunday m
orning-- H

e rose from
 the dead, 

show
ing that H

e had really beaten sin and death for them
. Jesus is 

alive for everm
ore. A

nd H
e is the living hope of G

od’s people that one 
day, they, too, w

ill live face to face w
ith G

od forever! W
e can be G

od’s 
people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in Jesus as our 

Savior.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see 

w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone 

like to get it out for m
e?”
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1. W
alk! W

alk! W
alk! Look at all of God’s people w

alking. 

W
here are they going? W

hat are they doing? They aren’t stay
ing 

at hom
e, so w

here are they going?
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2. A
re they going to the m

arket to shop? No, not the m
arket. A

re 
they going to the fields to w

ork? No, not this day. 

Then, w
here A

RE they going? A
ren’t those the places they go every 

day? A
ren’t those the things they do every day: Sunday, M

onday, 
Tuesday, W

ednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday? 



17



18

3. W
ell, not quite every day. There w

as one day, each w
eek, that 

God told them
 to do som

ething very different. 

On this day, they w
ere to rest. A

nd, instead of going about their 
regular w

ork, they w
ere to go to the w

orship place. This w
as the 

day they w
ere to gather together and w

orship the LORD. 

Do you know
 w

hat this special day w
as called? It w

as called the 
Sabbath --from

 the Hebrew
 w

ord for “rest.” A
nd w

hich day of the 
w

eek w
as the Sabbath? It w

as Saturday, alw
ays Saturday --the 

last day of the w
eek.
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4. That’s w
hy, in our story, God’s people w

eren’t stay
ing at hom

e, or 
going to shop at the m

arket, or going to w
ork in the fields on this 

day. 

This w
as the Sabbath Day, and God’s people w

ere going to w
orship 

God, as God told them
 to in the Ten, Big Law

s He gave them
 through 

M
oses.
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5. For hundreds and hundreds of years, the Sabbath-Saturday 
w

as the day God’s people w
ere to rest from

 their w
ork, and to 

gather together to w
orship God. 

But then, som
ething really big and w

onderful happened: the Savior 
cam

e. A
nd som

ething He did changed that w
orship day from

 
Saturday to Sunday. Do you know

 the Savior’s nam
e? It’s Jesus!
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6. Yes, Jesus cam
e to earth to be the Savior of God’s people. 

He lived a perfect life. He never, ever disobeyed God. He w
as the 

perfect law
-keeper of all of God’s law

s. Then, Jesus gave His 
perfect life as the full paym

ent for the sins of God’s people, w
hen 

He suffered and died on the cross.
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7. Friends cam
e and took Jesus’ body off the cross. They covered it 

in sw
eet-sm

elling spices and w
ound w

hite, linen cloth around it. They 
buried Jesus’ body in a grave cave, rolled a huge stone in place to 
shut the cave, and left Him

. Oh, how
 sad they w

ere on that Friday 
w

hen Jesus died! 

In that grave cave, Jesus’ dead body lay all that Friday and all 
that Sabbath-Saturday. Soldiers stood guard over the grave cave, 
m

aking sure no one cam
e and took Jesus body.
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8. But then, early on the next day--Sunday--w
hat a surprise there 

w
as for those soldiers and Jesus’ disciples …and really the w

hole 
w

orld! 

Jesus’ body didn’t stay put AT A
LL! Can you tell m

e w
hat happened? 

God raised Jesus from
 the dead! Out of that grave cave, Jesus 

cam
e. He w

as alive, never to die again! 
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9. Jesus appeared to m
any people that day. 

He appeared to three w
om

en w
ho had com

e to His grave cave. 
Yay! Jesus is alive! Then, to tw

o people as they w
alked along the 

road to their hom
e. “Yay! Jesus is alive!” 
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10. A
nd at the end of the day, Jesus appeared to a w

hole group of 
His disciples. 

“Yay! Jesus is alive!” Yes! Jesus w
as alive, and His friends w

ere so 
happy! Jesus had really beaten sin and death for God’s people. Now

, 
instead of facing God’s punishm

ent, God’s people w
ere forgiven! 

They w
ould get to know

 God, and love and enjoy Him
 forever!  
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11. W
hat an am

azing day this w
as! This w

as the day God’s people 
had been w

aiting for since the beginning, w
hen A

dam
 and Eve 

disobeyed God and sin cam
e into the w

orld. 

Jesus’ follow
ers never w

anted to forget this w
onderful Sunday. So, 

they began to gather together every Sunday to celebrate w
hat He 

had done for them
. 



35



36

12. They didn’t call this special w
orship day the Sabbath anym

ore. 
They gave it a new

 nam
e to rem

ind them
 of w

hat Jesus had done. 
Do you know

 w
hat that new

 nam
e is? 

They called it “the Lord’s Day” because they w
ere celebrating the 

w
onderful Sunday the Lord Jesus rose from

 the dead. 
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13. From
 then on, Jesus’ follow

ers kept on gathering together every 
Lord’s Day to w

orship God and love one another. 

They w
orshiped God and praised Jesus, their Savior, w

ho beat sin 
and death for them

. They shared stories of the am
azing things 

that God w
as doing, and asked God to do m

ore.
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14. They learned from
 God’s W

ord, the Bible, and shared a special 
m

eal together to rem
em

ber that Jesus died for their sins. 



41



42

15. They prayed and care for each other’s needs. In all these w
ays, 

they w
orshipped God and loved one another. How

 loud w
ere their 

praises every Lord’s Day! Sunday w
as a big celebration day!
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16. But as happy as those first Christians w
ere to celebrate every 

Sunday in their little gatherings, that w
asn’t enough. Not enough 

for them
 and not enough for God. They w

anted m
ore, m

ore, m
ore! 

Can you guess w
hat they w

anted m
ore of? 

They w
anted M

ORE people to know
 the good new

s of Jesus. They 
w

anted M
ORE people to turn aw

ay from
 their sins and trust in Him

 
as their Savior. They w

anted M
ORE people to know

 God, love God, 
and sing praises to Him

. They w
anted the W

HOLE W
ORLD to be filled 

w
ith God’s people.
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17. This w
as w

hat Jesus had told them
 to do. 

“Go into the w
hole w

orld w
ith the gospel,” Jesus had said, right before 

He w
ent up to heaven. “Teach them

 to repent of their sins and trust 
in M

e as their Savior. Baptize them
 as M

y follow
ers. Teach them

 
how

 to be M
y disciples. Teach them

 how
 to live as God’s people,” He 

said. “I w
ill send the Holy Spirit to help you,” Jesus prom

ised.
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18. A
nd that’s just w

hat Jesus’ disciples did. 

A
fter the Holy Spirit cam

e to live in their hearts, they began to 
tell everyone the good new

s of Jesus. First, to the people living in 
Jerusalem

, then out to their nearby neighbors, they w
ent w

ith the 
gospel. 

The Holy Spirit w
orked in the hearts of m

any, and they turned from
 

their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. These new
 believers 

joined the disciples as they gathered together. Sundays had becom
e 

their celebration day, too. God’s people w
ere grow

ing in num
ber. 

Their praises w
ere getting louder!
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19. Then, further and further aw
ay they w

ent to tell the good new
s 

of Jesus to others in faraw
ay places. 

The Holy Spirit w
orked in the hearts of m

any of these people, too. 
They turned from

 their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. 
Little churches of believers sprung up everyw

here. Sundays had 
becom

e their celebration day, too.
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20. Since then, God’s people keep on spreading the good new
s of 

Jesus, and the Holy Spirit keeps on w
orking in hearts. 

A
nd w

hat do God’s people keep doing on Sundays? 

They keep on gathering together to celebrate that m
ost w

onderful 
Sunday w

hen Jesus rose from
 the dead. Their num

bers keep 
grow

ing and their praises get louder, as m
ore people put their faith 

in Jesus. A
nd this his is w

hy w
e gather together today: to celebrate 

how
 Jesus proved He beat sin and death for God’s people on that 

w
onderful Sunday, long ago!
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