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Unit 14, 

Bible Truth 3

Story Scene Pictures

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 14: The God Who Delights in Our Prayers

Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Does God Want Us to Pray? 
                                                                    Every Night and Day!!

Unit Bible Verse:  “…always pray and do not give up.”  -- Luke 18:1 

Bible Truth 3 Concept: He Wants Us to Thank Him

Prayer is talking to God and listening to Him. Prayer is a little taste of the forever happiness God’s people will 
have with Him in heaven. When God’s people pray, they thank God for what He has done. 

There are so many things God’s people can thank Him for. He keeps the world going, every day and night. He 
provides them with food, friends, and family. He gives them the Holy Spirit to comfort them and help them 
do whatever good things He wants them to do. He answers their prayers. Best of all, He has taken away the 
punishment they deserved for their sins when Jesus suffered and died on the cross for them. In heaven, God’s 
people will thank God forever and ever. They will never run out of things to thank God for.

We can become God’s people, too, when we turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. Then we 
can thank Him for being our Savior, too!

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Psalm 107:8

“Give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men.” 

Learn a Little: “Give thanksto the LORD.”

Meaning

God’s people have so much to thank Him for!  Every day they see His unfailing love in His good gifts to them. 
Every day they thank Him for wonderful deeds for His people. And what is the one they thank Him for most of 
all? That He sent His Son Jesus to die to save them! What a lot God’s people have to thank Him for!

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being so good to us. You fill our lives with so many good gifts! You make the way for 
us to be Your people.

God, so often we forget just how good You have been to us. We forget that the good gifts we enjoy each day 
come from You. We forget how amazing it is that You would save us and make us Your people through Jesus. 
How ungrateful we are! Oh, how we need a Savior! 

Thank You for continuing to be so good to us, even when we forget to be grateful to You. Thank You for all of 
Your good gifts that we enjoy each day. Thank You, especially, for sending Jesus to be our Savior, so we can 
become Your people. 

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to see 
more of Your good gifts and thank You for them.  In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Wet and Wild Thank You   
Jonah

Big Question 14, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                             p.1                                   

A

C

T

S
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Q & A 14 Song 
Big Question 14 Song: How Does God Want Us to Pray?
Big Question 14 Bible Verse Song: Always, Always Pray   Luke 18:1, NIV 1984
Big Question 14 Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Big Question 14 Praise Song: Lord, I Want to Be a Christian

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks    Psalm 107:8, NIV 1984   
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Give Thanks to the LORD     Psalm 105:1,3, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: Praise the LORD, O My Soul     Psalm 103:1-5, NIV 1984

Big Question 14, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                              p.2                                  

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 14: 

        H
ow

 D
oes G

od W
ant U

s to Pray?
        and the A

nsw
er is: 

       Every N
ight and D

ay...
M

eaning:
Prayer is talking and listening to G

od. It’s how
 G

od’s people enjoy 
m

ore of the special closeness they have w
ith H

im
. It is a little bit 

like the forever happiness they w
ill have w

ith G
od w

hen they live 
w

ith H
im

 in heaven.

G
od’s people pray to G

od every night and day…
and m

any tim
es 

in betw
een. There is so m

uch to talk to H
im

 about and G
od alw

ays 
w

ants to listen!

G
od’s people tell G

od how
 w

onderful H
e is. They say sorry for how

 
they have disobeyed H

im
. They thank H

im
 for all H

e’s done for 
them

 and others. They ask H
im

 to do great things. G
od’s people 

w
ant to stay close to G

od because H
e is the m

ost w
onderful 

person that anyone can ever know
.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 14 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 14, track 12

(adapted version of “O
ld M

acD
onald H

ad a Farm
”)

H
ow

 does G
od w

ant us to pray?
Ev’ry night and day!
H

ow
 does G

od w
ant us to pray?

Ev’ry night and day!
Ev’ry night, ev’ry day,
Ev’ry night, ev’ry day,
Ev’ry night and day! 
H

ow
 does G

od w
ant us to pray?

Ev’ry night and day!D
D

D
 14  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 14 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“Every N

ight and D
ay!” is a good beginning, but there’s so 

m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper for 

m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re going 

to be learning FO
U

R Bible truths that all tell us m
ore about 

how
 G

od w
ants us to pray.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our four Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the four truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned tw
o truths about how

 G
od w

ants us to 
pray. They are: “H

e W
ants U

s to Praise H
im

” and, “H
e W

ants U
s 

to Confess O
ur Sins to H

im
” (point to pictures as you identify 

each Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign 
and see if w

e can figure out w
hich of these four truths w

e 
w

ill be learning about today. W
ho w

ould like to get it out of 
the Big Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 14, Bible Truth 3--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“H
ow

 D
oes G

od W
ant U

s to Pray? 
   Every N

ight and D
ay...

   H
e W

ants U
s to ????  H

im
!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: This is w
hat you say to som

eone w
hen they 

do som
ething nice for you. This w

ord starts w
ith the letter 

“P” and it rhym
es w

ith “plank.” 

Can you guess? It’s “Thank.”

So, the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“H
ow

 D
oes G

od W
ant U

s to Pray? 
   Every N

ight and D
ay...

   H
e W

ants U
s to TH

A
N

K H
im

!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

Prayer is talking to G
od and listening to H

im
. Prayer is a little 

taste of the forever happiness G
od’s people w

ill have w
ith 

H
im

 in heaven. W
hen G

od’s people pray, they thank G
od for 

w
hat H

e has done. 

There are so m
any things G

od’s people can thank H
im

 for. 
H

e keeps the w
orld going, every day and night. H

e provides 
them

 w
ith food, friends, and fam

ily. H
e gives them

 the H
oly 

Spirit to com
fort them

 and help them
 do w

hatever good 
things H

e w
ants them

 to do. H
e answ

ers their prayers. Best 
of all, H

e has taken aw
ay the punishm

ent they deserved 
for their sins w

hen Jesus suffered and died on the cross for 
them

. In heaven, G
od’s people w

ill thank G
od forever and 

ever. They w
ill never run out of things to thank G

od for.

W
e can becom

e G
od’s people, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 

their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. Then w
e can thank 

H
im

 for being our Savior, too!
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

Give Thanks to the Lord: 
Psalm

 105:1,2, ESV
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 14, track 21

G
ive thanks to the LO

RD
, give thanks,

Call upon H
is nam

e;
M

ake know
n H

is deeds 
am

ong the peoples, peoples.
Tell all H

is w
ondrous w

orks!
G

lory in H
is holy nam

e,
Let the hearts of those w

ho seek the LO
RD

Rejoice, rejoice!
Psalm

 O
ne-o-five, one through three.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s see w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. 

W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”

D
D

D
 14.2 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse

Rem
ove  the Bible Verse Picture from

 the “Bible” folder and hold 
it up for all the children to see, then say:

Psalm
 107:8 tells us: 

Psalm
 107:8

“G
ive thanks to the LO

RD
 for H

is unfailing love and his w
on-

derful deeds for m
en.” 

Learn a Little: “G
ive thanks to the LO

RD
.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
G

od’s people have so m
uch to thank the LO

RD
 for! W

hat 
w

ondrous w
orks H

e has done for them
! H

e sent Jesus to be 
their Savior and forgive all their sins. H

e sent H
is H

oly Spirit 
to live inside of them

 and help them
 love H

im
 and live for 

H
im

! A
nd one day, they w

ill all go to live w
ith H

im
 forever.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s see w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure 

out. W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!”
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1. Jonah w
as a prophet, a special m

essenger of the LORD. Prophets 
w

ere SUPPOSED to  tell the LORD’s m
essages, so the people w

ould 
obey Him

. But this tim
e, Jonah w

anted to keep his m
outh SHUT!  

“Go to Nineveh, the big city of your enem
ies, the A

ssy
rians. I have a 

m
essage for them

,” the LORD had told Jonah. “Tell them
: ‘I’ve seen all 

the terrible things you have done. In forty days, I’m
 going to punish 

you,’” the LORD said.
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2. “No1 I don’t w
ant to go,” thought Jonah. “The LORD w

ants the people 
of Nineveh to hear His w

arning, so they w
ill turn aw

ay from
 their 

sins and not be punished,” Jonah guessed. 

“They are A
ssy

rians, our m
ean enem

ies. W
hat terrible things they’ve 

done to us, the people of Israel,” Jonah exclaim
ed. “I don’t w

ant the 
LORD to have m

ercy on them
! I w

ant Him
 to punish them

 NOW
!”
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3. “I am
 NOT going to Nineveh. I am

 NOT going to give them
 the LORD’s 

m
essage. I’m

 going to run far, far aw
ay instead!” Jonah decided. 

Uh, oh! W
as this a good idea? Can anyone really run aw

ay from
 

God and His good plans? Jonah certainly thought he could! 
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4. So, Jonah w
ent to Joppa, by the sea. He found a boat headed to 

Tarshish --a city about as far aw
ay from

 Nineveh as he could get. 

He paid for his ticket and got on board. Jonah w
as going to escape 

from
 the LORD and escape from

 his job. No, sir! He w
ould not be part 

of the LORD’s plan of m
ercy this tim

e.
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5. But Jonah w
as w

rong! No one can escape from
 the LORD, no m

atter 
how

 hard they try. 

The LORD is everyw
here, all the tim

e. He know
s everything there 

is to know
. There is no escaping from

 Him
 and His good plans. The 

LORD knew
 exactly w

hat Jonah w
as up to. He knew

 that Jonah w
as 

disobey
ing Him

. 
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6. Yes, the LORD knew
 Jonah inside and out! He knew

 Jonah hated 
the people of Nineveh. Jonah w

as acting like he had no sin that 
deserved God’s punishm

ent. 

W
as Jonah right? W

as he w
ithout sin? W

as he better than the people 
of Nineveh?
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7. Jonah w
as very w

rong! The truth w
as that Jonah deserved God’s 

punishm
ent for his ow

n sins, just as m
uch as the people of Nineveh 

deserved it for theirs. He had chosen to disobey the LORD, just like 
they had. 

Yes, Jonah needed to confess his sins and ask for the LORD’s m
ercy, 

just like they did. Jonah didn’t understand this yet, but the LORD w
as 

going to teach this to him
, as Jonah w

as just about to find out.
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8. Out at sea, Jonah soon fell asleep. He w
as on his w

ay to Tarshish. 
Now

 he could relax, or so he thought. 
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9. Suddenly, a big storm
 struck. “W

hoosh, boom
, bang, slap!” w

ent 
the strong w

ind on the sails and the big w
aves on the sides of the 

boat. Up and dow
n, side to side, the boat w

as tossed in the storm
. It 

w
ould sink if som

ething w
asn’t done quickly!
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10. The sailors w
ere terrified. “Help us! Help us!” they each cried out 

to their gods. But their gods w
ere just fake gods. They couldn’t stop 

the storm
 or help the sailors. 

“W
hoosh, boom

, bang, slap!” The w
aves kept splashing up high and 

the w
inds kept blow

ing as strong as ever. 
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11. The sailors decided to throw
 things off the boat. M

aybe this 
w

ould keep it from
 sinking. Off w

ent barrels and ropes, riggings, 
and supplies. W

ould this be enough to keep the ship from
 sinking? 

No, try as they m
ay, it w

as not enough. The sailors w
ere losing all 

hope. They w
ould surely drow

n. W
ere they right? W

as there no one 
w

ho could help them
? 
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12. But there W
A

S som
eone w

ho could, and only Jonah knew
 w

ho it 
w

as. It w
as the LORD. He had brought this big storm

 and it w
as only 

He w
ho could help them

 out of it.
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13. The sailors found Jonah asleep and w
oke him

 up. Perhaps his 
god could help them

, they hoped. 

“Get up, Jonah! Cry out to your god! Perhaps he w
ill help us!” the 

sailors pleaded w
ith Jonah. Jonah knew

 the LORD could help them
, 

but it w
ould take m

ore than pray
ing to Him

 for this storm
 to stop. 
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14. “The LORD has brought this storm
 upon us because I have disobeyed 

Him
,” he told them

. “I have a m
essage from

 Him
 that I w

as supposed 
to give, but I ran aw

ay instead,” he explained. “You m
ust throw

 m
e 

off the ship if you w
ant the storm

 to stop,” he said. 

The sailors didn’t w
ant to throw

 Jonah off the ship. They knew
 he 

w
ould die in the big w

aves. But they knew
 they w

ould all die if they 
didn’t. W

hat should they do? 
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15. They had no choice. The storm
 w

as getting w
orse and w

orse. So, 
they threw

 Jonah overboard into the big, sw
irling w

aves. 
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16. A
nd as soon as they did, the sea grew

 calm
. Jonah’s God w

as 
God. But Jonah w

as headed dow
n, dow

n, dow
n, into the depths of 

the sea.
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17. The LORD w
ould have been right to let Jonah die in that storm

 and 
Jonah knew

 it. Jonah had refused to obey Him
 on purpose. 

But the LORD treats His people better than they could ever deserve. 
Jonah cried out to the LORD to rescue him

, even as he w
as drow

ning 
for disobey

ing Him
. W

ould the LORD help Jonah, or w
as it too late?
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18. No, it w
as not too late! Instead of letting Jonah die, the LORD sent 

a giant fish to sw
allow

 Jonah, keeping him
 safe and alive inside its 

big belly.
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19. For three days and three nights, Jonah lay in that y
ucky, fish 

belly. 
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20. A
nd as he lay there, Jonah thought about how

 he had disobeyed 
the LORD.

 He thought about how
 he had deserved God’s punishm

ent, but how
 

God had sent the big fish to rescue him
. The LORD w

as giving Jonah 
a chance to turn aw

ay from
 his sins and obey Him

, and Jonah took 
it. How

 m
erciful the LORD had been to him

!  How
 grateful Jonah w

as! 
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21. So right there, in the belly of that fish, Jonah prayed to the LORD 
a prayer of thanks. 

“I w
as sinking dow

n in the storm
y w

aters about to die,” Jonah said 
to the LORD. “I deserved Your punishm

ent, but You rescued m
e w

hen 
I prayed to You. Thank you, LORD, for saving m

e!” 

The LORD heard Jonah’s prayer. He knew
 his heart had changed. 

The LORD spoke to the fish, and it sw
am

 near the beach and spit 
Jonah out upon the dry land. 
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22. Jonah w
as so thankful that the LORD had saved him

! He knew
 

didn’t deserve it. Now
, he w

as ready to obey the LORD. He w
ould go 

to Nineveh and give the people the LORD’s m
essage. He w

ould give 
them

 the chance to be spared God’s punishm
ent, even though THEY 

didn’t deserve it. 

So, off w
ent Jonah to Nineveh. Over the hills of Israel, then through 

dry, w
ilderness lands he travelled. At last, he could see the great 

w
alls of Nineveh, that big city full of their m

ean enem
ies.
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23. Jonah w
alked around Nineveh’s great w

alls, then into the city to 
find the king. 

“The LORD says: ‘I’ve seen w
hat you and your people have been 

up to. I’ve seen all the terrible things you’ve done. In forty days, I’m
 

going to punish you for them
,’ Jonah told him

. 

A
nd w

hat w
ould the king do? They w

orshiped fake gods, not the 
LORD. W

ould he really believe this m
essage from

 the LORD?



151



152

24. Yes, he did! He believed the LORD’s m
essage and turned aw

ay 
from

 his evil w
ays. He ordered the people, to repent, also. 

“Let all the people and even all the anim
als, put on clothes of sadness,” 

the king of Nineveh ordered. “Let no one eat or drink but spend all 
your tim

e pray
ing to the LORD. Turn aw

ay from
 your sins. Perhaps 

He w
ill have m

ercy and not punish us,” he exclaim
ed.
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25. The people obeyed. Everyone put on the scratchy sackcloth, the 
clothes of sadness. They even put it on their anim

als. For forty, long 
days, they prayed and prayed. “LORD, have m

ercy, LORD, have 
m

ercy,” they pleaded. 

But w
ould He? W

ould the LORD really have m
ercy on them

?
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26. Yes, He w
ould! Day Forty cam

e and the LORD did NOT punish them
. 

Oh, how
 the people of Nineveh m

ust have thanked the LORD that day! 
They had deserved His punishm

ent, but He chose to have m
ercy on 

them
. W

hat an am
azing God is the LORD!



157



158

14.3 Sim
ple Story Scenes
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