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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 13: The God Who Sustains
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God’s People Keep Believing in Him? It Is God’s Sustaining Grace!

Unit Bible Verse: “Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall. “
                                    --Psalm 55:22

Bible Truth 1 Concept: It Is God’s Sustaining Grace... God Alone Sustains His People

God is the Creator of all things, but He is also the Sustainer of all things. That means He’s the one who alone 
keeps everything working according to His perfect purposes. That includes the stars and the planets, the rocks 
and the plants, the birds, the fish, the animals, and people. Absolutely everything!

God created people with something special inside their bodies: a spirit to know and love Him. We depend 
upon Him to sustain both our bodies and our spirits. He’s the one who works in our heart to turn us away from 
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become God’s people. He’s the one who gives His people 
new hearts filled with the Holy Spirit so that they love Him and live for Him. He helps them to keep fighting sin 
inside their hearts and to faithfully endure the sufferings they face. 

Without God’s sustaining power, God’s people know they would never be able to know God or keep on 
following Him. They depend upon Him to sustain their love and obedience to Him all the days of their lives. 
They are so grateful that they don’t have to depend upon themselves but have His unfailing promise to help 
them do this. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: Jude 1:24-25
“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his 
glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 

Learn a Little  “Now to [God] who is able to keep you and present you blameless be glory, forever. Amen.”

Meaning

We stumble when we trip over a rock or our shoelaces. We have to catch ourselves before we fall down and 
get hurt. This is how our bodies stumble. But did you know we can stumble inside our heart, too? Our heart 
stumbles when we are tempted to stop trusting in God or obeying His Word. The sin in our heart makes it easy 
to stumble. 

God’s people don’t want to stumble in their hearts. They don’t want sin to keep them from loving God and living 
for Him. They know they can’t keep themselves from stumbling, but they know that God can. He promises to 
help them. He promises that all their sins are forgiven through Jesus. He promises to keep on sustaining their 
love for Him their whole lives. They know that because of God’s promise to sustain them, that one day they will 
come into their His presence and praise His name forever. God was the one who took away their sins. He was 
the one who helped them every day of their lives! And they will go on praising Him and thanking Him forever. 
We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being the Sustainer of all things. You keep everything going according to Your perfect 
plans. 

We confess that many times we doubt that You really will sustain us through hard times. We act like You 
won’t be faithful to us. We need a Savior!

God, thank You for Your promises to always sustain Your people, so that they will keep loving and obeying 
You all their lives.

God, please sustain us. Work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. 
Help us to know You. Give us what we need each day to love You and live for You. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Big Question 13, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                          p.1                                                      
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Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Impossible, Big, Bad, Scary News     
Genesis 37:12-36; 39-50; Exodus 1-15

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1 

Big Q & A 13 Song
Big Question 13 Song: Why Do God’s People Keep Believing in Him?
Big Question 13 Bible Verse Song: Cast Your Cares on the LORD    Psalm 55:22, NIV 1984
Big Question 13 Extra Bible Verse Song: The LORD Your God Is with You    Zephaniah 3:17, NIV 1984
Big Question 13 Hymn: Jesus Paid It All, v.1
Big Question 13 Praise Song: I Will Sing of the Mercies 

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: To Him Who Is Able   Jude 1:24-25, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: Jude Doxology  Jude 1:24-25, NIV 1984

Big Question 13, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                 

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see,

 and say:The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 13: 

        W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race!

M
eaning:

A
ll people enjoy m

any good things and suffer m
any bad 

or sad things in this w
orld. Enjoying good things or going 

through bad things m
ake som

e people turn aw
ay from

 G
od. 

They love the good things too m
uch or get m

ad at G
od for 

the bad things that happen. 

But that’s not w
hat happens w

ith G
od’s people. They have 

put their trust in Jesus. They w
ant to love G

od m
ost of all, 

even m
ore than the good things they enjoy. They trust G

od 
and H

is good plans, even as they go through bad or sad 
things.  

W
hat m

akes the difference? It’s G
od and H

is sustaining grace! 
That is, H

is gifts of strength to help us keep on believing in 
H

im
 and living for H

im
. G

od w
ill alw

ays give H
is people w

hat 
they need! H

e w
ants them

 to depend on H
im

 and H
e loves 

for them
 to ask for H

is help. H
e w

ill never fail them
. G

od w
ill 

help you like this, too, if you turn aw
ay from

 your sins and 
put your trust in Jesus.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 13 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 13, track 12

(adapted version of “This O
ld M

an”)

W
hy do G

od’s people keep 
believing in G

od?
A

nd w
hy do G

od’s people 
keep living for H

im
?

Because G
od sustains them

, 
yes, G

od alone,
That’s w

hy G
od’s people keep 

believing in G
od.

D
D

D
 13  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 13 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race” is a good beginning, but there’s 

so m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper 

for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re 

going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell us m
ore 

about G
od’s sustaining grace.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our six Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the six truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, now

 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w
e 

can figure out w
hich of these six truths w

e w
ill be learning 

about today. W
ho w

ould like to get it out of the Big Q
uestion 

Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 13, Bible Truth 1--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

  It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
  G

od ???? Sustains H
is People!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “This w
ord m

eans G
od only sustains H

is 
people. It starts w

ith an “A” and it rhym
es w

ith “bone.”

Can you guess? It’s “alone.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

  It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
  G

od A
LO

N
E Sustains H

is People!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

G
od is the Creator of all things, but H

e is also the Sustainer of 
all things. That m

eans H
e’s the one w

ho alone keeps everything 
w

orking according to H
is perfect purposes. That includes the 

stars and the planets, the rocks and the plants, the birds, the fish, 
the anim

als, and people. A
bsolutely everything!

G
od created people w

ith som
ething special inside their bodies: 

a spirit to know
 and love H

im
. W

e depend upon H
im

 to sustain 
both our bodies and our spirits. H

e’s the one w
ho w

orks in our 
heart to turn us aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in Jesus as our 

Savior. This is how
 w

e becom
e G

od’s people. H
e’s the one w

ho 
gives H

is people new
 hearts filled w

ith the H
oly Spirit so that 

they love H
im

 and live for H
im

. H
e helps them

 to keep fighting 
sin inside their hearts and to faithfully endure the sufferings they 
face. 

W
ithout G

od’s sustaining pow
er, G

od’s people know
 they w

ould 
never be able to know

 G
od or keep on follow

ing H
im

. They 
depend upon H

im
 to sustain their love and obedience to H

im
 all 

the days of their lives. They are so grateful that they don’t have to 
depend upon them

selves but have H
is unfailing prom

ise to help 
them

 do this. W
e can becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay 
from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

To Him
 W

ho Is A
ble:

Jude 1:24-25
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 13, track 18

To him
, to him

,
W

ho is able to keep you from
 falling,

 from
 falling,

To present you before H
is 

glorious presence w
ithout fault,

W
ith great joy,

To the only G
od our Savior,

To the only G
od our Savior,

Be glory, m
ajesty, pow

er and authority,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Before all ages, now

 and foreverm
ore.

A
m

en, am
en, am

en.
Jude Chapter O

ne, verses tw
enty-four 

and five.
“N

ow
 it’s tim

e to do a bit m
ore deep dow

n investigating. Let’s see w
hat 

D
etective D

an w
ants us to help him

 figure out. W
ould som

eone like to 
get it out for m

e?”

D
D

D
 13.1 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for all the 

children to see, then say:

Jude 1:24-25 tells us: 

Jude 1:24-25
“N

ow
 to him

 w
ho is able to keep you from

 stum
bling and to present you 

blam
eless before the presence of his glory w

ith great joy, to the only G
od, 

our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, m
ajesty, dom

inion, and 
authority, before all tim

e and now
 and forever. A

m
en.” 

Learn a Little
“N

ow
 to [G

od] w
ho is able to keep you and present you blam

eless be glory, 
forever. A

m
en.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
W

e stum
ble w

hen w
e trip over a rock or our shoelaces. W

e have to catch 
ourselves before w

e fall dow
n and get hurt. This is how

 our bodies stum
ble. 

But did you know
 w

e can stum
ble inside our heart, too? O

ur heart stum
bles 

w
hen w

e are tem
pted to stop trusting in G

od or obeying H
is W

ord. The sin in 
our heart m

akes it easy to stum
ble. 

G
od’s people don’t w

ant to stum
ble in their hearts. They don’t w

ant sin to 
keep them

 from
 loving G

od and living for H
im

. They know
 they can’t keep 

them
selves from

 stum
bling, but they know

 that G
od can. H

e prom
ises to 

help them
. H

e prom
ises that all their sins are forgiven through Jesus. H

e 
prom

ises to keep on sustaining their love for H
im

 their w
hole lives. They 

know
 that because of G

od’s prom
ise to sustain them

, that one day they w
ill 

com
e into their H

is presence and praise H
is nam

e forever. G
od w

as the one 
w

ho took aw
ay their sins. H

e w
as the one w

ho helped them
 every day of 

their lives! A
nd they w

ill go on praising H
im

 and thanking H
im

 forever. W
e 

can becom
e G

od’s people w
hen w

e turn aw
ay from

 our sins and trust in 
Jesus as our Savior.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to get it 

out for m
e?”
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1. Bad new
s, bad new

s! There w
as bad new

s in Canaan for Jacob’s 
fam

ily! No rain fell from
 the sky. The rivers dried up. Their anim

als 
and crops w

ere dy
ing. 

If they didn’t find food and w
ater soon, they w

ould die, too. W
hat 

could they do? W
here could they go? They needed help. Big help! 



15



16

2. This m
ay have been im

possible, big, bad, SCA
RY new

s, but Jacob’s 
fam

ily didn’t need to be afraid. They m
ight not see any w

ay out, 
but that didn’t m

atter. The LORD w
as their God. He had m

ade them
 

His people. A
nd if there’s one thing the LORD prom

ises to do for His 
people, it’s to take care of them

. 

He w
ill alw

ays save and sustain them
. He w

ill take care of their needs 
and grow

 their trust in Him
. He w

ill help them
 keep on believing in 

Him
 and living for Him

. A
nd He didn’t even need anyone’s help to do 

it. 

The LORD can even take im
possible, big, bad, SCA

RY new
s and m

ake 
it into am

azing, good new
s, and sure enough, that’s just w

hat He 
w

as about to do!
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3. Good new
s! Good new

s! There w
as food in nearby Egypt! A

nd 
W

HO had been put in charge of giving out the food? Joseph, one 
of Jacob’s sons!

God had planned for Joseph to be in Egypt ahead of tim
e, so 

everything w
ould be ready for Jacob’s fam

ily w
hen the food and 

w
ater ran out in Canaan. 
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4. So, Jacob gathered up his fam
ily, packed his things, and w

ent to 
live in Egypt. 

Joseph picked a beautiful place near the River Nile for Jacob’s 
fam

ily to live. Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, him
self, w

elcom
ed Jacob 

to his land and m
ade sure Jacob and his fam

ily had everything 
they needed. 
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5. Jacob praised God for taking care of them
. How

 good it w
as to 

be w
ith Joseph again! How

 good it w
as to have plenty of food and 

w
ater! How

 good it w
as to have a beautiful place to live! 

God had taken their im
possible, bad new

s and turned it into am
azing, 

good new
s. He alw

ays sustains His people. He gave them
 faith for 

their hearts and food for their bodies. God, alone, had provided.
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6. Life w
as happy in Egypt for quite som

e tim
e. Instead of going hom

e 
to Canaan w

hen the drought w
as over, Jacob’s fam

ily decided to 
stay in Egypt. 

M
any years passed. Jacob’s fam

ily grew
 and grew

. They had com
e 

from
 Canaan as just a little fam

ily. 

Now
, there w

ere hundreds and thousands of them
! No one called 

them
 Jacob’s “fam

ily” anym
ore. Now

, they w
ere called a “people”: 

the people of Israel. (Israel w
as a special nam

e God gave Jacob).
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7. The people of Egypt saw
 how

 big Jacob’s fam
ily had grow

n and 
they w

ere w
orried. 

Joseph and Jacob w
ere long gone and forgotten. So w

as the 
Pharaoh w

ho w
as good to his fam

ily. 

A
 new

 Pharaoh w
as king now

. He had big plans to m
ake big buildings. 

It w
ould take a lot of people to build them

, and he knew
 just w

ho to 
use —the people of Israel.
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8. Bad new
s, bad new

s! The new
 king didn’t A

SK the people of Israel 
to help build his new

 buildings. He M
A

DE them
 do it! 

He took over their lives. He said he ow
ned them

 and could m
ake 

them
 do w

hatever he w
anted them

 to do. He FORCED them
 to build 

his buildings. He m
ade them

 w
ork so hard and w

ithout any pay 
at all. He treated them

 so badly! Life in Egypt w
asn’t good for the 

people of Israel anym
ore.

Oh, how
 they w

anted to go hom
e to Canaan, but how

 could they? 
The king w

ould never let them
 go. This w

as bad new
s! Im

possible, 
big, bad, SCA

RY new
s!  
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9. But the people of Israel didn’t need to be afraid. They m
ight not 

see any w
ay out, but that didn’t m

atter. The LORD w
as their God. 

He had m
ade them

 His people. A
nd if there’s one thing the LORD 

prom
ises to do for His people, it’s to take care of them

. 

He w
ill alw

ays save and sustain them
. He w

ill take care of their needs 
and grow

 their trust in Him
. He w

ill help them
 keep on believing in 

Him
 and living for Him

. A
nd He didn’t even need anyone’s help to do 

it. 

The LORD can even take im
possible, big, bad, SCA

RY new
s and m

ake 
it into am

azing, good new
s, and sure enough, that’s just w

hat He 
w

as about to do!
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10. Good new
s! Good new

s! The LORD sent M
oses and A

aron to speak 
to Pharaoh. 

“The LORD says, ‘Let M
y people go!” they dem

anded. W
hat w

ould 
the king do? W

ould he let the people of Israel go free? 

“No, the people can’t go,” the king said, at first. But the LORD w
asn’t 

finished.
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11. The LORD sent frogs and gnats and hail and sicknesses and m
any 

other sadnesses upon the king and his people. 

A
nd then, he changed his m

ind.
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12. “Go aw
ay! Leave us alone,” Pharaoh ordered. “The people of 

Israel are free to go. M
ake your God stop sending sadnesses upon 

us!” he told M
oses. 

“Hooray, hooray! Praise the LORD!” M
oses and the people shouted. 

They packed their things, gathered their fam
ilies, and m

arched 
out of Egypt.
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13. A
cross the desert, M

oses led the people, “Trom
p, trom

p, trom
p.” 

They cam
ped along the shores of the Red Sea. 

How
 good it w

as to be free! How
 good it w

as to be going hom
e! 

The LORD had taken their im
possible, big, bad, SCA

RY new
s and 

m
ade it into am

azing, good new
s. He alw

ays sustains His people. He, 
alone!
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14. But w
hat w

as that noise in the m
iddle of the night? 

It w
as the sound of hundreds of rolling w

heels, hundreds of horses 
neighing, and hundreds of soldiers shouting. 

Oh, no! It w
as Pharaoh’s arm

y! 

The king had changed his m
ind. He w

anted his slaves back. He 
ordered an arm

y of soldiers on chariots to capture them
 and bring 

them
 back to Egypt!
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15. Bad new
s bad new

s! The w
ord spread through the cam

p. “The 
Pharaoh’s soldiers are com

ing! 

“Oh no! W
here could they go? How

 could they escape? 

The Red Sea w
as on one side and the soldiers w

ere on the other. 
They w

ere stuck!
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16. But the people of Israel didn’t need to be afraid! They m
ight not 

see any w
ay out, but that didn’t m

atter. The LORD w
as their God. He 

had m
ade them

 His people. 

A
nd if there’s one thing the LORD prom

ises to do for His people, it’s 
to take care of them

. He w
ill alw

ays save and sustain them
. He w

ill 
take care of their needs and grow

 their trust in Him
. 

He w
ill help them

 keep on believing in Him
 and living for Him

. A
nd 

He didn’t even need anyone’s help to do it. The LORD can even take 
im

possible, big, bad, SCA
RY new

s and m
ake it into am

azing, good 
new

s, and sure enough, that’s just w
hat He w

as about to do!
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17. “Don’t be afraid. Stand firm
 and you w

ill see the LORD rescue you,” 
M

oses told the people. “The LORD w
ill fight for you; you need only to 

be still and w
atch.”
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18. Then, at the LORD’s com
m

and, M
oses raised up his shepherd’s 

staff and stretched it out tow
ards the Red Sea. 

“W
hoosh,” the LORD sent a strong, east w

ind. It blew
 and blew

 and 
blew

 on the w
ater of the Red Sea. A

nd as it blew
, som

ething am
azing 

happened. 

Can you guess w
hat it w

as?
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19. Good new
s! Good new

s! The people w
atched the w

ind split apart 
the w

aters of the sea, m
aking tw

o, huge, w
atery w

alls. 

Taller and taller the w
alls grew

, and in betw
een them

, the seabed 
dried up into a sandy path. The LORD had m

ade a w
ay of escape 

for His people, and they took it. 

How
 am

azing it m
ust have been to cross through the Red Sea 

betw
een those big w

alls of w
ater! 
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20. Pharaoh’s soldiers saw
 w

hat the LORD had done. They w
atched 

the people of Israel escape through the m
iddle of the sea on dry 

land. 

W
hat w

ould they do now
? W

ould they fear the m
ighty God w

ho 
had done this am

azing thing and stop chasing His people? Or, w
ould 

they reject Him
 and keep going after them

?
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21. The soldiers did NOT fear the LORD; and they m
ost certainly DID 

follow
! 

A
cross the sandy beach and onto the dry path betw

een those 
great, w

atery w
alls, those soldiers rode their chariots. But it w

as 
no use! The LORD had m

ade that path for His people, not for their 
enem

ies. 

A
s the sun rose in the east, and the last of God’s people had crossed 

safely to the far side of the sea, the LORD ordered the w
aves back 

in place. Pharaoh’s soldiers on their chariots w
ere all sw

ept aw
ay.
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22. On the banks of the Red Sea that m
orning, M

oses and M
iriam

 
and all the people of Israel sang their praises to the LORD: “I w

ill 
sing to the LORD! He is m

y strength and m
y Savior. He is m

y God and 
I w

ill praise him
! He has gotten rid of our enem

ies. He sw
ept them

 
aw

ay in the sea. His love for His people w
ill never fail. He rules over 

everything forever and ever.” 

A
nd they w

ere right! The LORD w
as the one, true God. He w

ould 
alw

ays be w
ith His people and alw

ays help them
. He w

ould take 
care of their needs. They could alw

ays trust Him
.
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23. It w
ould be m

any m
ore years before the people of Israel w

ere 
to m

ake it all the w
ay back hom

e to Canaan. They w
ere to face 

m
any m

ore “bad new
s” days. 

But no m
atter w

hat the im
possible, big, bad, SCA

RY new
s w

as, can 
you guess w

hat the LORD alw
ays did for His people? 

The LORD alw
ays took care of them

 and gave them
 am

azing, good 
new

s. He alw
ays saved them

 and sustained them
. He took care of 

their needs and grew
 their trust in Him

. He helped them
 keep on 

believing in Him
 and living for Him

. A
nd He didn’t even need anyone’s 

help to do it! 

Yes, the LORD alw
ays sustained them

 and got them
 all the w

ay hom
e! 

The LORD, and the LORD alone.
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