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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us.”  --Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV 

Bible Truth 6 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus... By Saying “No” to Disobeying God!

Jesus is the perfect Son of God, but when He lived on earth, He was tempted to disobey God just as we are. 
Sometimes, God’s plan for Jesus was very hard. Jesus was tempted disobey God, His Father, and do something 
easier. God’s enemy, Satan, knew just what kinds of things to tempt Jesus with. Oh, how he wanted Jesus to 
disobey God! He did NOT want Jesus to be our Savior!

But no matter what the temptation was, Jesus always said “no” to it. He prayed to God, His Father, to help Him. 
He remembered God’s Word and it made Him strong to always say “no” to disobeying God. He never, ever 
disobeyed God, so He could be our perfect Savior.

God’s people are often tempted to disobey God, too. They want to love God. They want to obey Him. They have 
the Holy Spirit living in their hearts, helping them; but (unlike Jesus), sin is very strong in their hearts, too. 

God wants His people to do what Jesus did when they are tempted. He wants them to pray to Him and ask for 
His help. He wants them to remember His Word, the Bible. His Holy Spirit living in their hearts can help them say 
“no” to sin. And when they do give in to temptation, His Holy Spirit can comfort them with God’s forgiveness.

When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, God promises to help us say “no” to disobeying 
God, too. And, He promises to forgive our sins, even when we do disobey Him. Thank You, God!

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV
 “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it.”  

Learn a Little: “God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability.”

Meaning

God’s people will be tempted to sin every day of their lives. Their temptations are common to man--that is, 
they will be tempted to sin against God, just like everyone else. But God’s people can be encouraged that 
God is always there to help them say “no.” He promises that He will never let them be tempted more than 
they can bear. With any temptation they face, He promises to provide a way of escape, so they can endure the 
temptation without sinning. How good, merciful, and powerful is the Lord! We can be God’s people when we 
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. He can help us say “no” to temptation, too.

Bible Truth 6 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for Jesus, Your Perfet Son, who never, ever disobeyed You, no matter how tempting it was.

God, please forgive us for not saying “no” to disobeying You. Many times, when we are tempted, we choose 
to forget Your good ways and go ahead and do what we want to do. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for promising to help Your people when they are tempted to do wrong. You promise to 
always provide them with a way out of sin.  Thank You, that we can become Your people through Jesus, too, 
and You will help us.  

God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to 
say “no” to disobeying You when we are tempted. Help us to choose to live for You, instead, like Jesus did. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

A

C

T

S

Big Question 12, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts                                         p.1                                                            
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Bible Truth 6 Story

The Case of the Escape that Waited   
1 Samuel 17:19,23-24,27,31; 2 Samuel 5-6 

Songs Used in Bible Truth 6 
Big Q & A 12 Song
Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live?
Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song:  Walk in Love   Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV
Extra Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Let Everyone Who Names the Name  2 Timothy 2:19,22, ESV
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1
Big Question 12 Praise Song: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse Song: No Temptation   1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse Song: No Temptation Has Overtaken You  1 Corinthians 10:13, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse Song: Count It All Joy  James 1:2-4, ESV

Big Question 12, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                 

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, and 

say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is Big Q
uestion 

N
um

ber 12:         H
ow

 Should G
od’s People Live?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       They Should Live Like Jesus!

M
eaning:

W
e becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins 

and trust in Jesus as our Savior. W
hen w

e do, G
od forgives 

our sins, and w
e begin a w

hole new
 w

ay of life. G
od’s people 

no longer live life just to please them
selves. They w

ant to 
honor G

od w
ith their w

hole lives, like Jesus did. They seek to 
love G

od m
ost of all and love all people, too.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

Big Q & A
 12 Song       

D
D

D
 ESV Songs 12, track 12

(adapted version of “Pop, G
oes the W

easel”)

H
ow

 should G
od’s people live each day?

They should live like Jesus!
H

ow
 should G

od’s people live each day?
H

ow
 should G

od’s people live each day?
H

ow
 should G

od’s people live each day?
They should live like Jesus!D

D
D

 12  Big Q
uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 12 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“They Should Live Like Jesus” is a good beginning, but 
there’s so m

ore to learn. So it’s tim
e for us to dig dow

n even 
deeper for m

ore answ
ers to our Big Q

uestion about G
od. 

W
e’re going to be learning EIG

H
T Bible truths that all tell us 

m
ore about how

 G
od w

ants H
is people to live.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our eight Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the eight truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned five truths about how
 to live for G

od. 
They are: “By A

sking G
od for H

is H
elp,” “By Loving G

od M
ost 

of A
ll,” “By Loving O

ther People A
s G

od H
as Loved Them

, “By 
Trusting G

od and Being H
appy w

ith W
hat H

e W
ants,” and 

“By Learning G
od’s W

ord and O
beying It” (point to pictures 

as you identify each Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s look at our Bible 
Truth Clue sign and see if w

e can figure out w
hich of these 

eight truths w
e w

ill be learning about today. W
ho w

ould like 
to get it out of the Big Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 12, Bible Truth 6--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“H
ow

 Should G
od’s People Live? 

   They Should Live Like Jesus!
   By Saying “????” to D

isobeying G
od!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat is the opposite of “yes”?  It starts w

ith 
an “N

” and it rhym
es w

ith “go.” 

Can you guess? It’s “N
O

.”

So, the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“H
ow

 Should G
od’s People Live? 

   They Should Live Like Jesus!
   By Saying “N

O
” to D

isobeying G
od!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

Jesus is the perfect Son of G
od, but w

hen H
e lived on earth, 

H
e w

as tem
pted to disobey G

od just as w
e are. Som

etim
es, 

G
od’s plan for Jesus w

as very hard. Jesus w
as tem

pted 
disobey G

od, H
is Father, and do som

ething easier. G
od’s 

enem
y, Satan, knew

 just w
hat kinds of things to tem

pt Jesus 
w

ith. O
h, how

 he w
anted Jesus to disobey G

od! H
e did N

O
T 

w
ant Jesus to be our Savior!

But no m
atter w

hat the tem
ptation w

as, Jesus alw
ays said 

“no” to it. H
e prayed to G

od, H
is Father, to help H

im
. H

e 
rem

em
bered G

od’s W
ord and it m

ade H
im

 strong to alw
ays 

say “no” to disobeying G
od. H

e never, ever disobeyed G
od, 

so H
e could be our perfect Savior.

G
od’s people are often tem

pted to disobey G
od, too. They 

w
ant to love G

od. They w
ant to obey H

im
. They have the 

H
oly Spirit living in their hearts, helping them

; but (unlike 
Jesus), sin is very strong in their hearts, too. 

G
od w

ants H
is people to do w

hat Jesus did w
hen they are 

tem
pted. H

e w
ants them

 to pray to H
im

 and ask for H
is help. 

H
e w

ants them
 to rem

em
ber H

is W
ord, the Bible. H

is H
oly 

Spirit living in their hearts can help them
 say “no” to sin. 

A
nd w

hen they do give in to tem
ptation, H

is H
oly Spirit can 

com
fort them

 w
ith G

od’s forgiveness.

W
hen w

e turn aw
ay from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our 
Savior, G

od prom
ises to help us say “no” to disobeying G

od, 
too. A

nd, H
e prom

ises to forgive our sins, even w
hen w

e do 
disobey H

im
. Thank You, G

od!
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D
D

D
 12.6 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us: 

1 Corinthians 10:13:
“N

o tem
ptation has overtaken you that is not com

m
on to m

an. G
od 

is faithful, and he w
ill not let you be tem

pted beyond your ability, but 
w

ith the tem
ptation he w

ill also provide the w
ay of escape, that you 

m
ay be able to endure it.”

Learn a Little:
“G

od is faithful, and he w
ill not let you be tem

pted beyond your ability.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
G

od’s people w
ill face tem

ptations to sin every day. Their tem
ptations 

are com
m

on to m
an--that is, they w

ill be tem
pted to sin against G

od, 
just like everyone else. But, G

od’s people can be encouraged that G
od 

is alw
ays there to help them

 say “no.” H
e prom

ises that H
e w

ill never let 
them

 be tem
pted m

ore than they can bear. W
ith any tem

ptation they 
face, H

e prom
ises to be w

ith them
. H

e prom
ises to provide a w

ay of 
escape, so they can endure the tem

ptation w
ithout sinning.  But even 

though G
od prom

ises to alw
ays provide a w

ay out of tem
ptation, 

G
od’s people still m

any tim
es give in to tem

ptation. They do not w
ait 

for G
od’s w

ay out. They choose to disobey H
im

. But even w
hen they 

do, they turn to H
im

 and ask H
is forgiveness. A

nd thanks to their 
Savior, Jesus, G

od alw
ays does forgive them

. H
ow

 good, m
erciful and 

pow
erful is the Lord!  W

e can be G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay 
from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.    

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

No Tem
ptation:

1 Corinthians 10:13
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 12, track 38

N
o tem

ptation has overtaken you,
That is not, 
Com

m
on to m

an,
G

od is faithful, 
H

e w
ill not let you be,

Tem
pted beyond, 

Your ability,
But w

ith the tem
ptation

H
e w

ill also provide,
The w

ay of escape,
So that you m

ight be able to endure it.
First Corinthians Chapter Ten, 
verse thirteen.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see 

w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone 

like to get it out for m
e?”
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1. David w
as quite a m

an! He w
as a good shepherd w

ho protected 
his sheep. 
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2. He w
as a brave fighter w

ho fought off enem
ies, w

hether they 
w

ere great giants like Goliath, or even w
hole arm

ies. 
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3. He sang and played the harp, m
aking up beautiful songs for God.
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4. But m
ost of all, David w

as a m
an after God’s ow

n heart. 

W
hat does it m

ean to be a m
an after God’s ow

n heart? W
ell, it 

m
eans that David loved God and w

anted to obey Him
, even w

hen it 
w

as very tem
pting to disobey Him

.
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5. David’s people, the people of Israel, loved David! 

They w
ere proud of how

 he protected his sheep from
 fierce, w

ild 
anim

als, like lions and bears. They praised David for being such a 
brave fighter w

ho fought off their pow
erful enem

ies. They loved 
David’s songs and sang them

 to God. 

They w
ere glad that David w

as a m
an after God’s ow

n heart: a 
m

an w
ho loved God and w

anted to obey Him
, even w

hen it w
as 

very tem
pting to disobey Him

. They could see that God w
as pleased 

w
ith David, too. God helped David in m

any special w
ays. 
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6. Yes, it seem
ed that EV

ERYONE in Israel loved David. But that w
as 

not quite true.

There w
as one m

an am
ong the people of Israel w

ho certainly did 
NOT love David. W

ho w
as this m

an? It w
as none other than Saul, the 

king of Israel! 
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7. Yes, King Saul disliked David because he w
as jealous of him

. (Jealous 
m

eans w
ishing you had w

hat som
eone else has.) 

Saul’s jealousy of David grew
 bigger and bigger until it turned into 

anger and hate. David seem
ed to have everything that HE used to 

have, and Saul hated that. 

Before David cam
e, w

ho did the people praise? They had praised 
HIM

, King Saul! They praised HIM
 for being a brave fighter and for 

being Israel’s first king. They praised HIM
 as the m

an God helped in 
special w

ays. A
nd, oh, how

 King Saul loved the people’s praise!
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8. But now
, all that had changed. W

hen Saul had been tem
pted to 

disobey God, he didn’t say “no.” He said “yes”! Saul chose to sin 
against God and His good w

ays over and over. 

God w
arned Saul m

any tim
es to turn aw

ay from
 disobey

ing Him
. 

But w
hat do you think Saul did? Saul kept on disobey

ing God. How
 

sad!
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9. So, at last, after disobey
ing God over and over and over, the 

prophet Sam
uel cam

e to Saul w
ith som

e very sad new
s. 

“The LORD says, ‘Because you have chosen to keep on disobey
ing 

M
e, I’m

 going to m
ake David and his sons the kings over Israel, instead 

of your fam
ily. No longer w

ill you receive the special help I give M
y 

kings. Those days are gone for you,’” Sam
uel told Saul. 
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10. This m
ade King Saul even M

ORE jealous! Now
, he hated David even 

m
ore. 

Saul w
ould NOT let David be king. He w

ould get rid of David! He w
ould 

m
ake sure HIS fam

ily, not David’s, w
ould be the kings over Israel! 

King Saul decided to kill David. He threw
 a long spear at him

. Oh, no! 

Did Saul hit David? No, he did not! God protected David and he got 
aw

ay! 
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11. Next, King Saul sent m
en to get rid of David as he slept. Oh, no! 

Did the m
en get David? No, they did not! God protected David. David’s 

w
ife, M

ichal, helped David escape. 
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12. Now
 David knew

 he w
as not safe anyw

here near King Saul. There 
w

as only one thing he could do. He m
ust run far, far aw

ay. 

So, aw
ay from

 the king’s palace, aw
ay from

 the cities, and out into 
the dry, desert-y w

ilderness, David ran. He ran aw
ay to w

here no 
one lived. Surely, King Saul w

ould give up and leave David alone out 
there. 

But King Saul did NOT! He w
as determ

ined to get rid of David! So, King 
Saul and his soldiers w

ent out into that dry, desert-y w
ilderness 

hunting for David. Nothing w
ould stop King Saul from

 getting rid of 
David!
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13. W
hat a hard life David lived! Every day, Saul and his soldiers 

w
ere after him

. He w
as alw

ays on the run. “Run, David, run! Hide, 
David, hide!” 

W
here w

ould David m
ake his hom

e? W
here w

ould he sleep? David 
had no hom

e. He slept on the ground, or som
etim

es in a cave. David 
couldn’t rest anyw

here for long. Saul and his soldiers w
ere never 

far behind. David had to keep m
oving and stay alert! 

A
nd w

here in that big, dry, desert-y w
ilderness could David find 

food and w
ater? It w

asn’t easy. Som
etim

es, there w
ere only hoppy 

bugs like locusts to eat! W
riggle, w

riggle! Crunch, crunch! Ugh!
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14. God had once called David a m
an after His ow

n heart, a m
an 

w
ho loved God and w

anted to obey Him
. 

But NOW
 w

hat David w
as thinking inside his heart, w

ith King Saul 
after him

, day after day after day? Did he STILL love God and 
w

ant to obey Him
? 

David knew
 that the LORD didn’t w

ant him
 to hate Saul or hurt him

. 
But, oh, it m

ust have been very tem
pting to w

ant to both hate and 
hurt Saul after all he had done. 
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15. A
nd w

hat w
ould happen if David DID get a chance to kill Saul? 

W
ould he keep say

ing “no” to disobey
ing God, or w

ould he kill Saul 
and be rid of him

, once and for all? David w
as soon to find out. 

One night, David and his soldier friend, A
bishai, found the place w

here 
King Saul and his soldiers w

ere sleeping. They tip-toed around all 
the sleeping soldiers until they cam

e to King Saul, him
self. 
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16. Right next to King Saul’s head w
ere a w

ater jar and a big spear. 
Tem

pting thoughts cam
e into David’s heart. He could use the w

ater 
jar to hit Saul on the head and hurt him

. He could use the spear and 
even kill Saul. 

W
hat w

ould David do now
? How

 m
ean Saul had been to him

! How
 

tired David w
as of running aw

ay from
 Saul! This w

ould be an easy 
w

ay for David to finally get rid of Saul. 

A
bishai agreed w

ith those tem
pting thoughts. “Let’s get rid of King 

Saul,” A
bishai urged David. David picked up the w

ater jar and the 
spear. W

hat w
ould he do w

ith them
 next? 
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17. The LORD helped David NOT give into the tem
ptation to disobey Him

 
and hurt Saul. 
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18. W
ith jar and spear in hand, David led A

bishai aw
ay from

 the 
cam

p. W
hen they w

ere a safe distance aw
ay from

 the Saul and his 
soldiers, David w

oke them
 up w

ith a shout. 

“King Saul, here are your w
ater jar and your spear. I could have 

killed you w
ith them

, but I did not,” David yelled. “Send a m
an here 

to m
e and I w

ill give them
 back to you. But please, turn aw

ay from
 

try
ing to kill m

e. I have done nothing to you.”
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19. At last, that perfect tim
ing did com

e. Saul died, and David’s days 
of running w

ere over. NOW
, w

hat w
as David thinking in his heart? 

W
ould he celebrate that Saul w

as dead? It w
ould be tem

pting to be 
happy about that. 

But David said “no” to that tem
ptation, too. David w

as sad for Saul. 
He even taught the people a special song to honor him

 at his funeral. 
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20. A
nd not long after Saul died, the people of Israel m

ade David 
their king. 

Everyone celebrated w
ith fig cakes and roast m

eat. They sang 
songs of praise to the LORD and set up His special m

eeting place in 
Jerusalem

 near David’s palace. 

A
nd w

ho led the people in praising the LORD that day? W
hy, it w

as 
King David, him

self! He w
anted all the people to be people after 

God’s ow
n heart: people w

ho loved God and w
anted to obey Him

, 
even w

hen it w
as very hard.
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