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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 12, 

Bible Truth 1

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 12: God’s People Live for Him

Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Should God’s People Live? They Should Live Like Jesus!

Unit Bible Verse: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us.” --Ephesians 5:1-2

Bible Truth 1 Concept: They Should Live Like Jesus...By Asking God for His Help

When Jesus lived on earth, He asked God, His Father, for help to do everything He wanted Him to do. God wants 
His people to ask Him to help them, too. 

The Bible is filled with God’s promises to help His people. God’s people can pray these promises for themselves. 
They can pray them for others, too. One of God’s best promises is to send the Holy Spirit to keep working in His 
people’s hearts. The Holy Spirit helps them to know what God wants them to do. He makes them strong and 
brave to do it. God is faithful. He will always help His people to live like Jesus, every single day. 

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help 
you. He loves to answer this prayer!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: Hebrews 4:16

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.” 

Learn a Little: “Let us approach so that we may find help in our time of need.” 

Meaning

Jesus reigns in heaven as the High King over all creation. How He loves God’s people! He listens to their prayers 
and even prays for them, Himself! He promises to give them everything they need to live for God and to do all 
He wants them to do.

God’s people know they can always pray and ask God to help them. They know His answer is always “yes” when 
they ask Him to help them. He will give them the strength they need to do all He wants them to do. That’s why 
they go boldly and confidently to God with their prayers. He will help them. He will always help them! We can 
become God’s people, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for giving us Jesus, so we can know how You want us to live.

God, we need Your help to live for You, but many times we don’t ask for it. We love to do things by ourselves, 
in our own way. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for promising to help Your people live like Jesus. They could never do this without Your help.

God, please work in our hearts. Help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Make us Your 
people. Help us to love You. Help us to live like You want us to. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Hardest Thing
Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; John 18-21

A

C

T

S

Big Question 12, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                          p.1                                                       
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 1 

Big Q & A 12 Song
Big Question 12 Song: How Should God’s People Live? 
Big Question 12 Bible Verse Song: Live a Life of Love   Ephesians 5:2, NIV 1984
Big Question 12 Hymn: Trust and Obey, v.1
Big Question 12 Praise Song: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: Let Us Then Approach    Hebrews 4:16, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 1 Extra Bible Verse: Help Us, O God Our Savior    Psalm 79:9, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 1 Extra Bible Verse: We Who Reflect the Lord’s Glory  2 Corinthians 3:18, NIV 1984

Big Question 12, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                 

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, and 

say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is Big Q
uestion 

N
um

ber 12:         H
ow

 Should G
od’s People Live?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       They Should Live Like Jesus!

M
eaning:

W
e becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins 

and trust in Jesus as our Savior. W
hen w

e do, G
od forgives 

our sins and w
e begin a w

hole new
 w

ay of life. G
od’s people 

no longer live life just to please them
selves. They w

ant to 
honor G

od w
ith their w

hole lives, like Jesus did. They seek to 
love G

od m
ost of all and love all people, too. 

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

Big Q & A
 12 Song       

D
D

D
 N

IV Songs 12, track 12
(adapted version of “Pop, G

oes the W
easel”)

H
ow

 should G
od’s people live each day?

They should live like Jesus!
H

ow
 should G

od’s people live each day?
H

ow
 should G

od’s people live each day?
H

ow
 should G

od’s people live each day?
They should live like Jesus!D

D
D

 12  Big Q
uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 12 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“They Should Live Like Jesus” is a good beginning, but 
there’s so m

ore to learn. So it’s tim
e for us to dig dow

n even 
deeper for m

ore answ
ers to our Big Q

uestion about G
od. 

W
e’re going to be learning EIG

H
T Bible truths that all tell us 

m
ore about how

 G
od w

ants H
is people to live.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our eight Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the eight truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, now

 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w
e 

can figure out w
hich of these four truths w

e w
ill be learning 

about today. W
ho w

ould like to get it out of the Big Q
uestion 

Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 12, Bible Truth 1--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“H
ow

 Should G
od’s People Live? 

   They Should Live Like Jesus!
   By A

sking G
od for H

is ???? !”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat do w

e need w
hen w

e can’t do 
som

ething by ourselves? It starts w
ith an “h” and it rhym

es 
w

ith “yelp.” 

Can you guess? It’s “H
ELP.”

So, the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“H
ow

 Should G
od’s People Live? 

   They Should Live Like Jesus!
  By A

sking G
od for H

is H
ELP!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

W
hen Jesus lived on earth, H

e asked G
od, H

is Father, for 
help to do everything H

e w
anted H

im
 to do. G

od w
ants H

is 
people to ask H

im
 to help them

, too. 

The Bible is filled w
ith G

od’s prom
ises to help H

is people. 
G

od’s people can pray these prom
ises for them

selves. They 
can pray them

 for others, too. O
ne of G

od’s best prom
ises 

is to send the H
oly Spirit to keep w

orking in H
is people’s 

hearts. The H
oly Spirit helps them

 to know
 w

hat G
od w

ants 
them

 to do. H
e m

akes them
 strong and brave to do it. G

od 
is faithful. H

e w
ill alw

ays help H
is people to live like Jesus, 

every single day. 

W
e can becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our 

sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. A
sk G

od to help you. H
e 

loves to answ
er this prayer!
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

Let Us Then A
pproach:

Hebrew
s 4:16

D
D

D
 N

IV Songs 12, track 17

Then us then approach,
A

pproach the throne of grace,
W

ith confidence, w
ith confidence,

So w
e m

ay receive m
ercy and find grace,

To help us in our tim
e of need.

Then us then approach,
Then us then approach,
Then us then approach,
The throne of grace,
H

ebrew
s Chapter Four, sixteen.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to 

get it out for m
e?”

D
D

D
 12.1 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

H
ebrew

s 4:16 tells us: 

H
ebrew

s 4:16: 
“Let us then approach the throne of grace w

ith confidence, so that w
e 

m
ay receive m

ercy and find grace to help us in our tim
e of need.”  

Learn a Little:
“Let us approach so that w

e m
ay find help in our tim

e of need.” 

W
hat does that m

ean? 
Jesus reigns in heaven as the H

igh King over all creation. H
ow

 H
e loves 

G
od’s people! H

e listens to their prayers and even prays for them
, H

im
-

self! H
e prom

ises to give them
 everything they need to live for G

od 
and to do all H

e w
ants them

 to do.

G
od’s people know

 they can alw
ays pray and ask Jesus to help them

. 
They know

 H
is answ

er is alw
ays “yes” w

hen they ask H
im

 to help them
. 

H
e w

ill give them
 the strength they need to do all G

od w
ants them

 
to do. That’s w

hy they go boldly and confidently to Jesus w
ith their 

prayers. H
e w

ill help them
. H

e w
ill alw

ays help them
! W

e can be G
od’s 

people, too, w
hen w

e turn aw
ay from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our 
Savior.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see 

w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone 

like to get it out for m
e?”

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!”
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1. It w
as late at night and Jesus knew

 He needed help. 

A
nd not just help from

 anyone. No!  There w
as only ONE w

ho could 
help Him

. Do you know
 w

ho it w
as? It w

as God, His Father. 

Very soon, Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples and closest friends, 
w

ould bring enem
ies to arrest Him

. These enem
ies w

ould hurt Jesus. 
They w

ould say m
ean things to Him

. A
nd then, they w

ould nail Him
 

to a cross to die. 
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2. Dy
ing on a cross w

as a very painful w
ay to die. But Jesus w

ould 
do som

ething as He died on the cross that w
ould m

ake it the m
ost 

painful thing A
NYONE has ever done. 

Jesus w
ould take all the punishm

ent God’s people deserved from
 

God for their sins. He w
ould pay for their sins, so they w

ouldn’t have 
to. Oh, how

, very, very, V
ERY terrible all that punishm

ent w
ould be! 
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3. In som
e w

ays, Jesus w
asn’t that different from

 us. He thought 
about all the pain He w

ould bear on the cross, and He didn’t w
ant it.

Yet, how
 Jesus loved God, His Father! He alw

ays w
anted to obey 

Him
. A

nd, how
 Jesus loved God’s people! He w

anted to save them
. 

Dy
ing on the cross w

as the only w
ay to obey His Father and save 

God’s people. 

A
nd that’s w

hy Jesus knew
 He needed help —God, His Father’s help— 

to do this very hardest thing.
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4. So, late that night, Jesus w
alked w

ith His disciples dow
n the streets 

of Jerusalem
, out through the city w

all, and up the hill to the Garden 
of Gethsem

ane. It w
as here that Jesus w

ould ask His Father for the 
help He needed.

 “Sit here, w
hile I go over there and pray,” Jesus told His disciples. 

Then, taking Peter, Jam
es, and John w

ith Him
, Jesus w

alked further 
into the dark garden. 
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5. A
s Jesus w

alked, He becam
e very sad and upset. “The sadness in 

M
y heart is so great that it’s alm

ost killing m
e!” Jesus told His friends. 

“Stay here w
ith M

e and keep w
atch,” He asked them

. 

Going a little farther, Jesus fell face dow
n on the ground and prayed. 

“M
y Father, if it’s possible, take this aw

ay so I don’t have to suffer 
like this,” Jesus pleaded. “This is going to be so hard! This is going 
to hurt so m

uch! But m
ost of all, I w

ant Your w
ill, not M

ine, Father,” 
Jesus exclaim

ed.  
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6. A
fter pray

ing, Jesus w
ent to check up on Peter, Jam

es, and John. 
He w

as NOT happy w
ith w

hat He found them
 doing. 

W
hile HE had been face dow

n on the ground, pray
ing, THEY had 

been face dow
n on the ground doing som

ething else. Can you guess 
w

hat it w
as? They w

ere sound asleep! 
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7. “W
atch and pray that you m

ight say ‘no’ to tem
ptation. You W

A
NT 

to stay faithful to M
e. You W

A
NT to do God’s w

ill, but you are very 
w

eak. You w
ill need God’s help to live it out,” Jesus w

arned them
. 

Jesus knew
 that He w

asn’t the only one w
ho w

ould need God’s help 
to do God’s w

ill. His disciples w
ould need God’s help, too. W

hen the 
enem

ies cam
e for Jesus, they w

ould be tem
pted to be afraid and 

leave Jesus. But God could give them
 the strength they needed if 

they w
ould ask. 
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8. Jesus w
ent and prayed again. “M

y Father, if suffering and dy
ing 

on the cross is the only w
ay to save Your people, then I w

ant to do 
it. I w

ant to obey You and do Your w
ill m

ore than anything else,” 
Jesus exclaim

ed. 

W
hat a prayer! W

hat a very, very hard thing Jesus w
ould have 

to do to save God’s people! It w
as the hardest thing anyone w

ould 
EV

ER have to do. 

COULD God, His Father, answ
er this prayer? W

OULD God, His Father, 
answ

er this prayer? Yes, He could; and, yes, He w
ould! A

n angel 
cam

e to strengthen Jesus. 
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9. Jesus w
as strengthened in His heart, too. 

Yes, He w
ould have to suffer and die for God’s people. But, then, w

hat 
joy He w

ould have! On Day Three, He w
ould rise from

 the dead in 
victory over sin and death. Then, He w

ould return hom
e to heaven. 

There, He w
ould once m

ore enjoy the Perfect W
onderfulness of 

the fullest, closest fellow
ship w

ith God, the Father, and God, the Holy 
Spirit, like He had before He cam

e to earth. 

Jesus w
ould be the great King w

ho alw
ays loved and obeyed God, 

His Father. How
 great w

ould be the praise for God! How
 good to 

never suffer again! A
nd, how

 w
onderful to know

 that the sins of 
God’s people w

ould be forgiven for all tim
e. 
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10. Strengthened and com
forted, Jesus w

ent back to His friends tw
o 

m
ore tim

es. W
ere they pray

ing? W
ere they asking God for His help? 

No! Each tim
e, He found them

 sleeping. Oh, if only they understood 
just how

 m
uch they w

ere about to need God’s help! 

“A
re you still sleeping? But look, the tim

e has com
e. Get up! Here 

com
e M

y enem
ies,” Jesus told them

. 
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11. Just then, there cam
e a w

hole crow
d of enem

ies carry
ing lanterns, 

fiery torches, and sharp sw
ords. 

A
nd w

ho w
as leading them

? W
hy, Judas Iscariot, Jesus’ other disciple, 

that’s w
ho! He had been paid by Jesus’ enem

ies to take them
 to 

Jesus to arrest Him
. 
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12. The tim
e had com

e for Jesus to suffer and die. W
hat w

ould He 
do? Run aw

ay and hide? 

No, He w
ould not. Jesus w

as ready. He had asked His Father for help; 
and, His Father had answ

ered Him
. He gave Jesus the strength to 

keep on doing His w
ill. Jesus w

ould face His enem
ies and fulfill God’s 

plan. 
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13. In the darkness, it w
as hard to tell w

hich m
an w

as Jesus. But 
Judas led Jesus’ enem

ies right to Him
. 

“Hello, Teacher,” Judas said, kissing Jesus on the cheek. “Friend, do 
w

hat you cam
e to do,” Jesus replied. 

Then, the m
en cam

e up and grabbed Jesus. 
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14. “Oh, no you don’t!” thought Peter. He w
ould fight off Jesus’ enem

ies. 
He took his sw

ord and cut off M
alchus’ ear --one of the m

en in the 
crow

d. 
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15. But this w
asn’t the help Jesus w

anted or needed. 

Jesus stretched out His hand and healed M
alchus’ ear. “Put aw

ay 
your sw

ord,” Jesus told Peter. “I could ask M
y Father to send 

thousands of angels to rescue M
e, if I w

anted. But how
 w

ould His 
w

ill be done if I did that? A
nd how

 w
ould God’s prom

ises in His W
ord 

com
e true? No. it m

ust happen this w
ay,” Jesus replied. 

Oh, how
 God w

as helping His Son, Jesus, do this hardest thing!
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16. But w
hat about Jesus’ disciples? W

hat did they do? 

They had slept, instead of asking God for help. Did they stand w
ith 

Jesus or run aw
ay? It w

as just as Jesus w
arned. They didn’t have 

the strength to stay faithful. They gave in to their fears. They ran 
for their lives, leaving Jesus alone w

ith His enem
ies. 
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17. A
fter that, everything happened as Jesus knew

 it w
ould. The 

crow
d took Jesus aw

ay. They said m
ean things to Him

 and hurt Him
. 

Then, they nailed Him
 to the cross. 

Oh, how
 terrible it w

as to suffer and die for God’s people, but Jesus 
did it anyw

ay! He had asked God, His Father, for help; and God, His 
Father, gave it to Him

. He helped Jesus take all the punishm
ent for 

the sins of God’s people, so they w
ouldn’t have to. He helped Jesus 

do the hardest thing!
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18. A
nd how

 do w
e know

 Jesus paid for all those sins w
hen He 

suffered and died on the cross? Because of w
hat happened next. 

On Day Three, Jesus rose up from
 the grave to live foreverm

ore! 
Jesus had really beaten sin and death for God’s people. Their sins 
w

ere all forgiven. They w
ould get to live w

ith God, know
ing, loving, 

and enjoy
ing Him

 forever.
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19. But w
hat about Jesus’ disciples? W

hat happened to them
 after 

they ran aw
ay and left Jesus? 

W
ould God forgive them

 now
? COULD God forgive them

 now
? 
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20. Yes, He could, and yes, He W
OULD! Jesus paid for A

LL their sins 
w

hen He died on the cross. 

A
nd, though the disciples hadn’t asked God for help, the night Jesus 

w
as arrested, Jesus had prayed for them

. That night, Jesus had 
prayed for them

 and all of God’s people.

 Jesus had asked His Father to protect them
 from

 Satan and his evil 
plans. He had asked Him

 to help them
 to grow

 in love for God and 
for one another so the w

orld m
ight know

 He really is God’s Son, the 
Savior. 
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21. W
ow

! W
hat big prayers Jesus prayed for His disciples and all of 

God’s people that night! 

W
ould God answ

er them
? COULD God answ

er them
? Yes, He could; 

and, yes, He W
OULD! Jesus appeared to His disciples on that third 

day after He died on the cross. “I’m
 alive and I’ve beaten sin and 

death for you and all of God’s people!” He told them
. 
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22. Over the next 40 days, Jesus taught His disciples from
 the Bible. 

He told them
 about God’s great plan to use them

 to tell the w
hole 

w
orld the gospel--the good new

s of salvation. A
nd, He prom

ised 
them

 God’s great gift, the Holy Spirit, w
ho w

ould com
e live inside 

them
 and help them

.
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23. At the end of those 40 days, Jesus w
ent to heaven. He w

as hom
e, 

once m
ore, at last, enjoy

ing all the Perfect W
onderfulness He had 

alw
ays know

n w
ith God, the Father, and God, the Holy Spirit, from

 
before the beginning of tim

e.
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24. Jesus had left earth for His hom
e in heaven, but He never forgot 

His people. 

Jesus is alw
ays pray

ing for them
, helping them

 fulfill all of God’s 
good plans. He asked the Father to send the Holy Spirit to live in 
their hearts, and so He did. He w

ould help them
 love God, live for 

Him
, and tell the w

orld the good new
s of Jesus their w

hole lives.
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25. A
nd, oh, how

 those first believers had learned their lesson to 
ask God for His help! 

There w
ere m

any m
ore tim

es w
hen they w

ere tem
pted to not be 

faithful to Jesus. A
nd m

any m
ore tim

es w
hen they w

anted to run 
aw

ay from
 enem

ies. 

But now
, they knew

 w
hat to do. They prayed to God and asked for 

His help. A
nd did He give it to them

? Yes, He did!  
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26. A
nd that’s w

hy God STILL w
ants His people to ask Him

 for help to 
live for Him

. He know
s that His people today need just as m

uch help 
as they did long ago. 

W
e can becom

e God’s people, too, if w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins 

and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, God w
ill help us live for Him

, 
too! A

sk Him
 to help you. He loves to answ

er this prayer.
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