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Unit 11, 

Bible Truth 2

Simple Story Scenes

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 11: The God Who Saves
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Can We Be Saved? It Is God’s Free Gift!

Unit Bible Verse: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
                                     --- Romans 6:23, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Concept: It Is God’s Free Gift...  When We Trust in Jesus as Our Own Savior!

God created us to love and obey Him, but we have all chosen to disobey  Him. That’s why we all deserve His 
punishment, instead of His friendship. Our sins separate us from Him. God would be fair to punish us for our 
sins, but He has chosen to be so kind to us. He offers to forgive our sins and make us His people through Jesus, 
His Son.

Jesus came to earth and lived a perfect life. He never, ever disobeyed God. Then on the cross, Jesus chose to 
offer up His perfect life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of God’s people. He took the punishment for sins they 
deserved to save them from their sins.

Jesus died on the cross and was buried in a grave, but He didn’t stay there. He had beaten sin and death for 
God’s people. He rose from the dead  in victory, never to die again! Now, all who turn away from their sins and 
trust in Jesus as their Savior, are forgiven their sins. They are God’s people who know Him in their hearts by His 
Holy Spirit. And when they die, they will go to live perfectly happy with Him forever. This wonderful, free gift 
can be ours, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior. Isn’t that wonderful 
news!

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Romans 10:9-10

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved.” 

Learn a Little: “If you confess Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Meaning

To believe something in your heart is to think that something is true. To confess something is to tell others what 
you think is true. Christians are those who believe in their hearts that Jesus is the Son of God, who died on the 
cross to save God’s people from their sins. They believe that He rose from the dead on the third day, showing 
that He had beaten sin and death for them. They love telling this good news to others that they might believe 
and be saved, too. We must believe in our own hearts that He is our Savior and be willing to confess to others 
that He is our Lord, if we are to be saved, too!

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being good and just. We honor You as the One we should all obey.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who have disobeyed You. We know that we can never deserve to be 
Your people by good things we do. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus as the Savior we need. Thank You that He made the way for us to become 
Your people with His perfect life given as the full payment for the sins of God’s people.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to confess our sins to You and turn away from them. Help us to trust in Jesus 
as our Savior that we might become Your people. Help us to know and love You. Help us to live for You. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

A

C

T

S

Big Question 11, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts                                          p.1                                                               
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Bible Truth 2 Story

The Case of the Amazed, Mad Man   Acts 8-9 

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2 Songs Used in Bible Truth 2 

Big Q & A 11 Song
Big Question 11 Song: How Can I Be Saved?
Big Question 11 Bible Verse Song: The Free Gift of God Is Eternal Life    Romans 6:23, ESV
Big Question 11 Hymn: Grace Greater than All Our Sin, refrain
Big Question 11 Praise Song: Blessed Be the Name  
Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: If You Confess with Your Mouth    Romans 10:9-10, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Verse Song: In My Father’s House  John 14:2-6, ESV

Big Question 11, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                 

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 11 Song 

   
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 11, track 12
(adapted version of “Pop, G

oes the W
easel”)

H
ow

 can w
e be saved?

H
ow

 can w
e be saved?

H
ow

 can w
e be saved?

It is G
od’s free gift!D

D
D

 11 Big Q
uestion Picture--Back

The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 11: 

       H
ow

 Can W
e Be Saved?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
      It Is G

od’s Free G
ift!

M
eaning:

W
e all have disobeyed G

od. W
e have all lost the w

onderful 
special closeness w

ith G
od that H

e m
eant for us to have 

w
ith H

im
. N

o m
atter how

 hard w
e try, w

e can’t ever be good 
enough to w

in back special closeness w
ith G

od. N
o, w

e can’t 
save ourselves, but G

od can. That’s w
hy H

e sent Jesus: to 
save us as a free gift from

 H
im

. A
nyone w

ho turns aw
ay from

 
their sins and trusts in Jesus as their Savior, w

ill receive H
is 

forgiveness. They w
ill becom

e H
is people, w

ho know
 H

im
 

in their hearts by H
is H

oly Spirit. A
nd one day, G

od w
ill take 

them
 to live w

ith H
im

 forever. This is the free gift G
od offers 

to you and m
e. G

od is so kind to us!
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D
D

D
 11 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It is G

od’s free gift” is a good beginning, but there’s so m
ore 

to learn. So it’s tim
e for us to dig dow

n even deeper for m
ore 

answ
ers to our Big Q

uestion about G
od. W

e’re going to be 
learning TH

REE Bible truths that all tell us m
ore about this 

w
onderful, free gift G

od offers us.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our three Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ Choose a 
child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and show

 
them

 the pictures of the three truths they w
ill be learning. 

A
fter everyone has had a good look, say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned one truth about G
od’s free gift of 

salvation. It’s this one: “W
hen W

e Tell G
od O

ur Sins and Turn 
Aw

ay from
 Them

.” (point to picture as you identify the Bible 
Truth). N

ow
 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see 

if w
e can figure out w

hich of these three truths w
e w

ill be 
learning about today. W

ho w
ould like to get it out of the Big 

Q
uestion Briefcase for m

e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 11, Bible Truth 2--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“H
ow

 Can W
e Be Saved? 

  It Is G
od’s Free G

ift!
  W

hen W
e Trust in ????  A

s O
ur O

w
n Savior!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat’s the nam

e of G
od’s Son? H

is nam
e 

starts w
ith a “J” and it sounds like “sneezes.”

Can you guess? It’s “JESU
S.” 

So, the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“H
ow

 Can W
e Be Saved? 

  It Is G
od’s Free G

ift!
 W

hen W
e Trust in JESU

S  A
s O

ur O
w

n Savior!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

G
od created us to love and obey H

im
, but w

e have all chosen 
to disobey  H

im
. That’s w

hy w
e all deserve H

is punishm
ent, 

instead of H
is friendship. O

ur sins separate us from
 H

im
. G

od 
w

ould be fair to punish us for our sins, but H
e has chosen to 

be so kind to us. H
e offers to forgive our sins and m

ake us 
H

is people through Jesus, H
is Son.

Jesus cam
e to earth and lived a perfect life. H

e never, ever 
disobeyed G

od. Then on the cross, Jesus chose to offer up 
H

is perfect life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of G
od’s 

people. H
e took the punishm

ent for sins they deserved to 
save them

 from
 their sins.

Jesus died on the cross and w
as buried in a grave, but H

e 
didn’t stay there. H

e had beaten sin and death for G
od’s 

people. H
e rose from

 the dead  in victory, never to die 
again! N

ow
, all w

ho turn aw
ay from

 their sins and trust in 
Jesus as their Savior, are forgiven their sins. They are G

od’s 
people w

ho know
 H

im
 in their hearts by H

is H
oly Spirit. A

nd 
w

hen they die, they w
ill go to live perfectly happy w

ith H
im

 
forever. This w

onderful, free gift can be ours, too, w
hen w

e 
turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in Jesus as our ow

n Savior. 
Isn’t that w

onderful new
s!
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

If You Confess w
ith Your 

M
outh:

Rom
ans 10:9-10

D
D

D
 ESV Songs 11, track 19

If you confess, w
ith your m

outh, “Jesus is Lord, “ 
A

nd believe in your heart,
That G

od raised H
im

 from
 the dead,

You w
ill be saved, you w

ill be saved.
For w

ith the heart, one believes and is justified.

If you confess, w
ith your m

outh, “Jesus is Lord, “ 
A

nd believe in your heart,
That G

od raised H
im

 from
 the dead,

You w
ill be saved, you w

ill be saved.
For w

ith the m
outh, one confesses and is saved.

Rom
ans Ten: nine through ten.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to 

get it out for m
e?”

D
D

D
 11.2  Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

Rom
ans 10:9-10 tells us: 

Rom
ans 10:9-10, ESV

“If you confess w
ith your m

outh that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that G

od raised him
 from

 the dead, you w
ill be saved. For w

ith 
the heart one believes and is justified, and w

ith the m
outh one con-

fesses and is saved.”   

Learn a Little: “If you confess Jesus is Lord and believe that G
od raised 

him
 from

 the dead, you w
ill be saved.”

To believe som
ething in your heart is to think that som

ething is true. 
To confess som

ething is to tell others w
hat you think is true. Christians 

are those w
ho believe in their hearts that Jesus is the Son of G

od, w
ho 

died on the cross to save G
od’s people from

 their sins. They believe 
that H

e rose from
 the dead on the third day, show

ing that H
e had 

beaten sin and death for them
. They love telling this good new

s to 
others that they m

ight believe and be saved, too. W
e m

ust believe in 
our ow

n hearts that H
e is our Savior and be w

illing to confess to others 
that H

e is our Lord, if w
e are to be saved, too!

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!”
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1. Jesus’ follow
ers had good new

s to tell the people of Jerusalem
: 

“Jesus is God’s Son. He died on the cross to pay for the sins of God’s 
people. On Day Three, He rose from

 the dead, beating sin and death 
for them

,” they said. 

“Turn aw
ay from

 disobey
ing God. Trust in Jesus as your Savior, and 

God w
ill forgive your sins. You w

ill be saved!” they exclaim
ed. “You 

can becom
e one of God’s people, too,” they told everyone.
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2. M
any people in Jerusalem

 listened, and they believed. They turned 
aw

ay from
 their sins and trusted in Jesus as their ow

n Savior. God 
forgave their sins and saved them

. How
 happy they w

ere to becom
e 

God’s people!
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3. But som
e people listened to Jesus’ follow

ers, and they w
ere NOT 

happy. They w
ere A

NGRY. Saul w
as one of those angry people. He 

HATED Jesus and the people w
ho believed in Him

. 
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4. “Be quiet! Stop say
ing Jesus is God’s Son! Stop say

ing He died on 
the cross for the sins of God’s people and rose from

 the dead! Stop 
say

ing He’s the Savior,” Saul told Jesus’ follow
ers. 

“Jesus is just a fake!” he exclaim
ed. “You are all w

rong. A
nd if you 

don’t stop telling people about Jesus, I’m
 going to have you hurt and 

put you in jail,” he w
arned them

. 

Oh, no! W
hat w

ould Jesus’ follow
ers do now

?
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5. But no m
atter w

hat Saul said, Jesus’ follow
ers didn’t stop. They 

kept spreading the good new
s of Jesus. They kept urging everyone 

to turn aw
ay from

 their sins and trust in Him
 as their Savior. Uh, oh! 

NOW
, w

hat w
ould Saul do?
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6. Saul did exactly w
hat he said he w

ould do. He w
ent from

 house to 
house w

ith m
en to arrest them

. 

“Bang, bang, bang!” they knocked on the door. “Open up!” Saul and 
the m

en dragged Jesus’ follow
ers out of their houses. They hurt 

them
 and put them

 in jail.  
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7. Saul kept m
aking it hard to tell the good new

s of Jesus in Jerusalem
, 

but even this w
as part of God’s plan. 

“Jesus told us to tell the w
hole w

orld about Him
,” Jesus’ follow

ers 
rem

em
bered. “Now

 it’s tim
e to go. A

 few
 of us w

ill stay here in 
Jerusalem

, but everyone else should m
ove aw

ay to other cities,” 
they decided. “People in those cities need to hear the good new

s of 
Jesus, too.” 
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8. So, they packed up their things and m
oved to other cities. Som

e 
w

ent to nearby cities. Others w
ent to faraw

ay cities. But w
herever 

they w
ent, they told everyone the sam

e, good new
s about Jesus.
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9. “Jesus is God’s Son. He died on the cross to pay for the sins of 
God’s people,” they told everyone. “Then, on the third day, Jesus 
rose from

 the dead. He beat sin and death for God’s people,” they 
explained. 

“So, turn aw
ay from

 your sins. Trust in Jesus as your Savior. God w
ill 

forgive your sins and m
ake you one of His people, too. You w

ill be 
saved!” they exclaim

ed.
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10. W
hat good new

s this w
as! M

any people in these cities listened 
and received the gospel w

ith joy. They turned aw
ay from

 their sins 
and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. 

How
 happy Jesus’ follow

ers w
ere to see the people in these new

 
cities believing in Jesus, too!
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11. But there w
as som

eone w
ho w

as very angry w
hen he heard 

about this. Can you guess w
ho it w

as? It w
as Saul! He heard w

hat 
w

as going on and he w
as furious! 

“I w
ill stop these Christians,” he vow

ed. So, Saul w
ent to the high priest, 

the leader of Jesus’ enem
ies, and said, “If you give m

e m
en to go to 

these other cities, I w
ill arrest the Christians. I w

ill bring them
 back to 

Jerusalem
 and put them

 in jail. I w
ill stop them

,” Saul prom
ised.
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12. The high priest agreed. He gave Saul m
en to help him

 arrest the 
Christians in the other cities. Saul w

as pleased. 

“M
arch, m

arch, m
arch,” Saul and the m

en headed straight for the 
first city: Dam

ascus. Saul could hardly w
ait to arrest those Christians 

and put them
 in jail. Now

, he w
ould stop all this talk about Jesus… or 

w
ould he? 
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13. W
ell, as it turned out, God, Him

self, had very, very different plans 
for Saul. God w

as about change Saul’s life com
pletely. He w

ould use 
Saul to spread the gospel, not stop it. 

Saul believed Jesus w
as a fake; but, of course, He w

asn’t. Jesus w
as 

the REA
L Son of God. He really died on the cross and rose from

 the 
dead, beating sin and death for God’s people. 

A
nd now

, God w
as going to give Saul the gift of faith in Jesus. He 

w
ould m

ake Saul one of His people, then use Saul to spread the good 
new

s to m
any. A

ren’t God’s plans am
azing?
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14. But how
 w

ould Saul, a m
an w

ho HATED Jesus and His follow
ers, 

change into som
eone w

ho trusted Jesus as his ow
n Savior? God 

chose to change Saul in a m
ost am

azing w
ay. 

Just as Saul and the soldiers w
ere alm

ost to Dam
ascus, a light from

 
heaven, m

uch brighter than the sun, suddenly shone dow
n on them

.
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15. Saul shut his eyes tight and he fell to the ground. Then, he heard 
a voice say

ing to him
, “Saul, Saul, w

hy are you hurting m
e? 

“W
ho are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“I am
 Jesus, w

hom
 you are hurting,” Jesus told Saul. “But get up now

 
and go to Dam

ascus and you w
ill be told w

hat to do.” 

The m
en w

ith Saul stood there speechless; they heard the voice, but 
didn’t see anyone. 
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16. The bright, heavenly light vanished as quickly as it cam
e, but not 

w
ithout leaving Saul w

ith a problem
. W

hen he stood up and w
ent to 

open his eyes, he couldn’t see anything. Saul w
as blind! 
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17. The m
en took Saul by hand the rest of the w

ay to Judas’ house in 
Dam

ascus. For three days, Saul didn’t eat or drink. He just prayed 
and thought about everything Jesus said. 

Now
, Saul knew

 the truth. He thought Jesus w
as a fake, and His 

believers w
ere w

rong. Now
, Saul knew

 HE w
as the one w

ho w
as 

w
rong. Jesus W

A
S the Savior. He W

A
S God’s Son. A

nd Jesus’ follow
ers, 

they w
ere GOD’S people! Oh m

y! He had been hurting God’s people! 
Saul knew

 he deserved God’s punishm
ent for the terrible things he 

had done.
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18. But as Saul prayed, he asked God for m
ore than he deserved. He 

asked for forgiveness. 

A
nd w

hat did God do? God helped Saul turn aw
ay from

 his sins and 
trust in Jesus as his ow

n Savior. Saul w
as forgiven! He w

as saved! 
How

 kind God is to sinners like Saul, and like us!
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19. A
fter three days, God sent a Christian nam

ed A
nanias to Saul. 

“Brother Saul, Jesus, w
ho appeared to you, has sent m

e so you m
ay 

see again and be filled w
ith the Holy Spirit,” he told Saul. 

A
nanias laid his hands on Saul and som

ething like scales fell off 
his eyes. God had healed him

! But w
hat happened next w

as even 
better: God’s Holy Spirit cam

e to live in Saul’s heart. 
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20. Saul w
as so happy. God had saved him

 from
 his sins through 

Jesus. He had m
ade Saul one of His people. Saul w

as a new
 m

an! 

He got up and w
as baptized, as Jesus com

m
anded. Saul w

as 
beginning a new

 life of living for God, w
ith Jesus as his Savior. Then, 

Saul w
ent out and did som

ething else. Som
ething he never, ever 

dream
ed he w

ould do. Can you guess w
hat he did?
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21. Saul w
ent out to tell the good new

s of Jesus to the people of 
Dam

ascus. 

“Jesus is God’s Son. He died on the cross to pay for the sins of God’s 
people,” Saul told them

. “On the third day, He rose from
 the dead. 

He beat sin and death for God’s people!” he exclaim
ed. “Turn aw

ay 
from

 disobey
ing God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior. God w

ill forgive 
your sins and save you. You can be one of God’s people!” 
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22. How
 surprised the people w

ere! “W
asn’t this the m

an w
ho hated 

Jesus and His follow
ers? W

asn’t this the m
an w

ho hurt them
 and 

put them
 in jail? A

nd now
 HE is one of THEM

!” they exclaim
ed. 

A
nd as Saul preached about Jesus, the Holy Spirit w

orked in the 
hearts of m

any. They turned aw
ay from

 their sins and trusted in 
Jesus as their Savior. 

A
ll of God’s good plans w

ere com
ing true. His good plans for Saul, 

and His good plans for the m
any others, w

ho w
ould trust in Jesus 

as their Savior through Saul’s m
essage. How

 am
azing God is!
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