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Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

Give the Case
Assignment

Show & Tell
the Story

Solve the
Case

Share the
Gospel

Closein
ACTS Prayer

Review
Time

Looking for
more?

Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview
sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse.

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

| Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
|Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for
you.

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth.
Don't forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.
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Big Question 11, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts p-1

Unit 11: The God Who Saves
Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Can We Be Saved? It Is God’s Free Gift!

Unit Bible Verse: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—- Romans 6:23, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Concept: It Is God'’s Free Gift... When We Trust in Jesus as Our Own Savior!

God created us to love and obey Him, but we have all chosen to disobey Him. That's why we all deserve His
punishment, instead of His friendship. Our sins separate us from Him. God would be fair to punish us for our
sins, but He has chosen to be so kind to us. He offers to forgive our sins and make us His people through Jesus,
His Son.

Jesus came to earth and lived a perfect life. He never, ever disobeyed God. Then on the cross, Jesus chose to
offer up His perfect life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of God’s people. He took the punishment for sins they
deserved to save them from their sins.

Jesus died on the cross and was buried in a grave, but He didn't stay there. He had beaten sin and death for
God’s people. He rose from the dead in victory, never to die again! Now, all who turn away from their sins and
trust in Jesus as their Savior, are forgiven their sins. They are God's people who know Him in their hearts by His
Holy Spirit. And when they die, they will go to live perfectly happy with Him forever. This wonderful, free gift
can be ours, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior. Isn’t that wonderful
news!

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Romans 10:9-10

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved.”

Learn a Little: “If you confess Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Meaning

To believe something in your heart is to think that something is true. To confess something is to tell others what
you think is true. Christians are those who believe in their hearts that Jesus is the Son of God, who died on the
cross to save God’s people from their sins. They believe that He rose from the dead on the third day, showing
that He had beaten sin and death for them. They love telling this good news to others that they might believe
and be saved, too. We must believe in our own hearts that He is our Savior and be willing to confess to others
that He is our Lord, if we are to be saved, too!

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer
A God, we praise You for being good and just. We honor You as the One we should all obey.

C God, we confess that we are all sinners who have disobeyed You. We know that we can never deserve to be
Your people by good things we do. We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, God, for sending Jesus as the Savior we need. Thank You that He made the way for us to become
Your people with His perfect life given as the full payment for the sins of God’s people.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to confess our sins to You and turn away from them. Help us to trust in Jesus

as our Savior that we might become Your people. Help us to know and love You. Help us to live for You. In
Jesus’'name we pray, Amen.
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Big Question 11, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts

Bible Truth 2 Story
The Case of the Amazed, Mad Man Acts 8-9

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2 Songs Used in Bible Truth 2

BigQ&A 11 Song

Big Question 11 Song: How Can | Be Saved?

Big Question 11 Bible Verse Song: The Free Gift of God Is Eternal Life Romans 6:23, ESV
Big Question 11 Hymn: Grace Greater than All Our Sin, refrain

Big Question 11 Praise Song: Blessed Be the Name

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: If You Confess with Your Mouth Romans 10:9-10, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Verse Song: In My Father’s House John 14:2-6, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
andsay:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 11:

How Can We Be Saved?
and the Answer is:
It Is God’s Free Gift!

Meaning:

We all have disobeyed God. We have all lost the wonderful
special closeness with God that He meant for us to have
with Him. No matter how hard we try, we can’t ever be good
enough to win back special closeness with God. No, we can't
save ourselves, but God can. That's why He sent Jesus: to
save us as a free gift from Him. Anyone who turns away from
their sins and trusts in Jesus as their Savior, will receive His
forgiveness. They will become His people, who know Him
in their hearts by His Holy Spirit. And one day, God will take
them to live with Him forever. This is the free gift God offers
to you and me. God is so kind to us!

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

BigQ & All Song

DDD ESV Songs 11, track 12

(adapted version of “Pop, Goes the Weasel”)

How can we be saved?
How can we be saved?
How can we be saved?
It is God'’s free gift!

DDD 11 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“Itis God’s free gift”is a good beginning, but there’s so more
to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down even deeper for more
answers to our Big Question about God. We're going to be
learning THREE Bible truths that all tell us more about this
wonderful, free gift God offers us.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our three Bible
truths on it? It's in the Big Question Box/Briefcase.” Choose a
child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and show
them the pictures of the three truths they will be learning.
After everyone has had a good look, say...

“Ok, we've learned one truth about God’s free gift of
salvation. It’s this one: “When We Tell God Our Sins and Turn
Away from Them.” (point to picture as you identify the Bible
Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see
if we can figure out which of these three truths we will be
learning about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big
Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 11 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“How Can We Be Saved?
It Is God'’s Free Gift!
When We Trust in 2222 As Our Own Savior!”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What’s the name of God’s Son? His name
starts with a“J”and it sounds like “sneezes.”

Can you guess? It's "JESUS.

So, the Bible Truth we are learning today is:

(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“How Can We Be Saved?

It Is God'’s Free Gift!
When We Trust in JESUS As Our Own Savior!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

God created us to love and obey Him, but we have all chosen
to disobey Him.That's why we all deserve His punishment,
instead of His friendship. Our sins separate us from Him. God
would be fair to punish us for our sins, but He has chosen to
be so kind to us. He offers to forgive our sins and make us
His people through Jesus, His Son.

Jesus came to earth and lived a perfect life. He never, ever
disobeyed God. Then on the cross, Jesus chose to offer up
His perfect life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of God’s
people. He took the punishment for sins they deserved to
save them from their sins.

Jesus died on the cross and was buried in a grave, but He
didn't stay there. He had beaten sin and death for God’s
people. He rose from the dead in victory, never to die
again! Now, all who turn away from their sins and trust in
Jesus as their Savior, are forgiven their sins. They are God’s
people who know Him in their hearts by His Holy Spirit. And
when they die, they will go to live perfectly happy with Him
forever. This wonderful, free gift can be ours, too, when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior.
Isn't that wonderful news!

DDD 11, Bible Truth 2--Back
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Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Romans 10:9-10 tells us:

Romans 10:9-10, ESV

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one con-
fesses and is saved.”

Learn a Little: “If you confess Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.”

To believe something in your heart is to think that something is true.
To confess something is to tell others what you think is true. Christians
are those who believe in their hearts that Jesus is the Son of God, who
died on the cross to save God’s people from their sins. They believe
that He rose from the dead on the third day, showing that He had
beaten sin and death for them. They love telling this good news to
others that they might believe and be saved, too. We must believe in
our own hearts that He is our Savior and be willing to confess to others
that He is our Lord, if we are to be saved, too!

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
If You Confess with Your
Mouth:

Romans 10:9-|0

DDD ESV Songs 11, track 19

If you confess, with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,
And believe in your heart,

That God raised Him from the dead,

You will be saved, you will be saved.

For with the heart, one believes and is justified.

If you confess, with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,
And believe in your heart,

That God raised Him from the dead,

You will be saved, you will be saved.

For with the mouth, one confesses and is saved.
Romans Ten: nine through ten.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 11.2 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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. Jesus’ followers had good news to fell the people of Jerusalem:
“Jesus is God's Son. He died on the cross fo pay for the sins of God's
people. On Day Three, He rose from the dead, beating sin and death
for them,” they said.

“Turn away from disobeying God. Trust in Jesus as your Savior, and
God will forgive your sins. You will be saved!” they exclaimed. “You
can become one of God's people, foo,” they told everyone.
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2. Many people in Jerusalem listened, and they believed. They turned
away from their sins and frusted in Jesus as their own Savior. God
forgave their sins and saved them.How happy they were fobecome
God's people!
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3. But some people listened to Jesus' followers, and they were NOT
happy. They were ANGRY. Saul was one of those angry people. He
HATED Jesus and the people who believed in Him.
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4. “Be quiet! Stop saying Jesus is God's Son! Stop saying He died on
the cross for the sins of God's people and rose from the dead! Stop
saying He's the Savior,” Saul told Jesus’ followers.

“Jesus is just a fakel” he exclaimed. “You are dll wrong. And if you
don't stop telling people about Jesus, I'm going fo have you hurt and

put you in jail,” he warned them.

Oh, no! What would Jesus' followers do now?
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5. But no matfer what Saul said, Jesus' followers didn't stop. They
kept spreading the good news of Jesus. They kept urging everyone
fo turn away from their sins and trust in Him as their Savior. Uh, oh!
NOW, what would Saul do?
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6. Saul did exactly what he said he would do. He went from house fo
house with men to arrest them.

“Bang, bang, bang!” they knocked on the door. “Open up!” Saul and
the men dragged Jesus' followers out of their houses. They hurt
them and put them in jail.
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1. Saulkept making it hard fo fell the good news of Jesus in Jerusalem,
but even this was part of God's plan.

“Jesus fold us tfo tell the whole world about Him,"” Jesus' followers
remembered. ‘Now it's time fo go. A few of us will sfay here in
Jerusadlem, but everyone else should move away to other cities,”
they decided. “People in those cities need fo hear the good news of
Jesus, foo.”
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8. So, they packed up their things and moved to other cities. Some
went fo nearby cities. Others went fo faraway cities. But wherever
they went, they fold everyone the same, good news about Jesus.
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Q. “Jesus is God's Son. He died on the cross to pay for the sins of
God's people,” they told everyone. “Then, on the third day, Jesus
rose from the dead. He beat sin and death for God's people,” they
explained.

“So, turn away from your sins. Trust in Jesus as your Savior. God will
forgive your sins and make you one of His people, foo. You will be
saved!” they exclaimed.
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0. What good news this was! Many people in these cities listened
and received the gospel with joy. They turned away from their sins
and trusted in Jesus as their Savior.

How happy Jesus’ followers were to see the people in these new
cifies believing in Jesus, foo!
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I. But there was someone who was very angry when he heard
about this. Can you guess who it was? It was Saull He heard what
was going on and he was furious!

“| will stop these Chrisfians,” he vowed. So, Saul went to the high priest,
the leader of Jesus’ enemies, and said, “If you give me men to go to
these other cities, | will arrest the Christians. | will bring them back to
Jerusalem and put them in jail. | will stop them,” Saul promised.
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2. The high priest agreed. He gave Saul men to help him arrest the
Christians in the other cities. Saul was pleased.

“March, march, march,” Saul and the men headed straight for the
first city: Damascus. Saul could hardly wait fo arrest those Christians
and put them in jail. Now, he would stop dll this falk about Jesus... or
would he?
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13. Well, as it furned out, God, Himself, had very, very different plans
for Saul. God was about change Saul's life completfely. He would use
Saul to spread the gospel, not stop it.

Saul believed Jesus was a fake; but, of course, He wasn't. Jesus was
the REAL Son of God. He redlly died on the cross and rose from the
dead, beating sin and death for God's people.

And now, God was going fo give Saul the gift of faith in Jesus. He
would make Saul one of His people, then use Saul fo spread the good
news fo many. Aren't God's plans amazing?
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4. But how would Saul, a man who HATED Jesus and His followers,
change info someone who frusfed Jesus as his own Savior? God
chose fo change Saul in a most amazing way.

Just as Saul and the soldiers were almost to Damascus, a light from
heaven, much brighter than the sun, suddenly shone down on them.
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5. Saul shut his eyes tight and he fell to the ground. Then, he heard
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you hurting me?

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“l am Jesus, whom you are hurting,” Jesus told Saul. “But get up now
and go fo Damascus and you will be told what to do.”

The men with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the voice, but
didn't see anyone.
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l6. The bright, heavenly light vanished as quickly as it came, but not
without leaving Saul with a problem. When he stood up and went fo
open his eyes, he couldn't see anything. Saul was blind!
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I7. The men fook Saul by hand the rest of the way fo Judas’ house in
Damascus. For three days, Saul didn't eat or drink. He just prayed
and thought about everything Jesus said.

Now, Saul knew the truth. He thought Jesus was a fake, and His
believers were wrong. Now, Saul knew HE was the one who was
wrong. Jesus WAS the Savior. He WAS God's Son. And Jesus' followers,
they were GOD'S people! Oh my! He had been hurting God's people!
Saul knew he deserved God's punishment for the terrible things he
had done.
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18. But as Saul prayed, he asked God for more than he deserved. He
asked for forgiveness.

And what did God do? God helped Saul turn away from his sins and
trust in Jesus as his own Savior. Saul was forgiven! He was saved!
How kind God is o sinners like Saul, and like us!
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9. After three days, God sent a Christian named Ananias to Saul.

“Brother Saul, Jesus, who appeared to you, has sent me so youmay
see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit,” he told Saul.

Ananias laid his hands on Saul and something like scales fell off
his eyes. God had headled him! But what happened next was even
better: God's Holy Spirit came to live in Saul's heart.
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20. Saul was so happy. God had saved him from his sins through
Jesus. He had made Saul one of His people. Saul was a new man!

He got up and was baptized, as Jesus commanded. Saul was
beginning a new life of living for God, with Jesus as his Savior. Then,
Saul went out and did something else. Something he never, ever
dreamed he would do. Can you guess what he did?
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2. Saul went out to tell the good news of Jesus to the people of
Damascus.

“Jesus is God's Son. He died on the cross fo pay for the sins of God's
people,” Saul told them. “On the third day, He rose from the dead.
He beat sin and death for God's people!” he exclaimed. “Turn away
from disobeying God! Trust in Jesus as your Savior. God will forgive
your sins and save you. You can be one of God's people!”
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22. How surprised the people were! “Wasn't this the man who hated
Jesus and His followers? Wasn't this the man who hurt them and
put them in jail? And now HE is one of THEM!” they exclaimed.

And as Saul preached dbout Jesus, the Holy Spirit worked in the
hearts of many. They turned away from their sins and trusted in
Jesus as their Savior.

All of God's good plans were coming true. His good plans for Saul,
and His good plans for the many others, who would frust in Jesus
as their Savior through Saul's message. How amazing God is!
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