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Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans,
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units.

Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with
storyboards at least 24" x 36" in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are
for use with storyboards 36" x 48" in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

« Hide'n’Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5s)
«  Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
«  PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives“Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives“Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.



Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts P1
Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV

Bible Truth 1 Concept: God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them

All people have rebelled against God and have broken His laws. All have chosen to do things their own way,
instead of God's way. Their hearts should be full of love for God; but instead, their hearts are dead and empty
of love for God and His good ways. That's why all people deserve God’s punishment for their sins. They deserve
to be separated from Him forever. How sad!

But God is so kind and merciful! He chose to save sinners, like you and me, even though we did not deserve
it. Yes, God chose to love sinners, even though their hearts were so dead and empty of love for Him. And He
didn'tjust love them a little bit. He loved them a lot! He loved them so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live
and perfect life and give it up as the full payment for their sins when He suffered and died on the cross. On the
third day, Jesus rose from the dead, proving He had really done it! He had redeemed sinners, so that they could
become God'’s special people—His, dearly-loved, adopted children forever! We can be God’s special people,
too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Hasn’t God loved us so much through Jesus!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: 1 John 4:10, ESV

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.”

Learn a Little: “[God] sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
Meaning

We are all sinners who have rebelled against God, yet God chose to love us, and to love us in the deepest way
possible! He sent Jesus to save us. Yes, God sent His dearly-loved Son to earth to be the propitiation for our sins.
He was the atoning sacrifice that would pay for our sins and satisfy God’s judgment against us. Jesus would live
a perfect life, then offer it up as the full payment that would bring the forgiveness we needed. And He chose to
do this while we still were rebelling against Him! How wonderful is this free gift of God! How deep is His love!
This atoning sacrifice is for us, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You were filled with love for them before they
loved You or knew You!

C God, we should be filled with love for You and Your good ways, but so many times we are not. We need a
Savior!

T Thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for loving sinners,
even before they loved You. Thank You for making the way for them to be saved through Jesus.

S God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Give us
new hearts full of love for You. Help us to become Your people. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Costly Children
Exodus 24, Jeremiah 25, Isaiah 9,42,43,49, Ezekiel 37, Daniel 9, Zechariah 8-14



Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1

Big Q & A8 Song

Big Question 8 Song: What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?

Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV

Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV

Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain

Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: This Is Love 1 John 4:10, ESV

Extra Bible Truth 1 Song: God’s One, Big Plan

Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: The LORD Is Good to All Psalm 145:9,13,15-16, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: For God So Loved the World John 3:16, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons oy takeout P

The Case of the Costly Children ?'“:"?
Exodus 24, Jeremiah 25, Isaiah 9,42,43,49, Ezekiel 37, Daniel 9, Zechariah 8-14 of BOB

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Costly Children. Here is your listening assignment... “ Read from Detec-
tive Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to find out:

1.Whom did God adopt as His dearly-loved children?
2. What made adopting them so costly to God?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is 1 John 4:10, ESV

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.

| need to find out:
1.Whom did God love before they loved Him?
2. Whose sins were forgiven by Jesus’ sacrifice?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:
| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

They are: a big promise, the sun, a boat, a man named Jeremiah, soldiers, a cross.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2.Who needed to confess their sins to God? Who needed to ask Him to be their Savior?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.

11



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P2

The Case of the Costly Children Exodus 24, Jeremiah 25, Isaiah 9,42,43,49, Ezekiel 37, Daniel 9, Zechariah 8-14

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

“The LORD gathered the people of Israel near big, Mt. Sinai and spoke to them: “l have loved you and
rescued you from your enemies. | want to be your God. | want you to be my dearly loved people,” He told
them. “l want us to make a covenant together. | want to make big, big promises with you, sealed with
blood. Promises that must be kept.“Do or die” promises,” the LORD explained.

“l want to give you My big promise to always take care of you and give you many good things,” the LORD
told the people through Moses. “l want to give you homes in your own, very special land. A place where
you can worship Me and live happily. | will get rid of all your enemies, so you don’t have to worry about
them again,” the LORD told the people.

“But, | want you to make Me a big promise, too,” the LORD told them.“A promise to love Me and keep all of
My good laws,” He said.

What would the people of Israel say? What would the people of Israel do? Did they want the LORD to be
their God? Did they want Him to take care of them and give them all these good things? Did they want to
be His dearly-loved people?

What do you think?
Yes, they did! They wanted the LORD to make His covenant with them. And they wanted these promises

to be “Do or die” promises, sealed in blood. They wanted to make sure the LORD really kept His word and
gave them all these good things He promised. What a wonderful life He was offering them!

Ahh, but there was also the OTHER question they had to ask themselves: did THEY want to make a covenant
with the LORD? Did THEY want to promise to love Him and keep His good laws? Remember: their promises
were covenant promises, too. They were also“Do or Die,” sealed-with-blood promises which MUST be kept.
Did they want to make that kind of promise to the LORD?

What do you think?

Yes, they did! The LORD loved them. His laws were good. Why would they NOT want to make this covenant
promise with Him?! So they said to the LORD, “Yes, yes, yes! We will be Your dearly loved people! We will
keep all of Your good laws. We will make a covenant with You—our“Do or Die” promise. We want You to be
our God!” they told the LORD.

So, the LORD and the people made a covenant together. Moses built an altar at the base of the mountain
and set up twelve, stone towers-- one for each of the twelve, family groups among the people. Twelve,
young men brought twelve large, worship gifts to offer to the LORD. Everyone listened as Moses read the
LORD’s promises and laws to the people. Blood was sprinkled on the altar and on the people. “We will do
everything the LORD has said. We will obey Him and keep the covenant... we will do or die,” the people
promised. The covenant was made. The LORD was their God, and they were His people.

The LORD kept all of His covenant with His people--every one of His big, “Do or Die” promises. He gave
them a special land to live in. He gave them their own homes. He gave them fields full of good food and
lots of children. He told them how to build a special worship place so they could meet with Him. And, He
protected them from their enemies.

12



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

But what about the people of Israel? Did they keep the covenant promises they made to the LORD?

What do you think?

They did NOT! They did NOT love the LORD or keep His good laws as they promised. You seg, it is one thing
to MAKE a big promise to the LORD and another thing to KEEP it. The people WANTED to be God’s dearly-
loved people. They WANTED to love Him and obey Him. They WANTED Him to bless them with all the good
things He promised to give them. But there was something that the people of Israel had in their hearts--
that we have in our hearts, too—that was causing a big problem. Do you know what it was?

Can you guess?

It was sin. Yes, ever since Adam and Eve first disobeyed God in the Garden, there has been sin in everyone’s
heart. Sin that kept those people of Israel from obeying all of the LORD’s good laws. Sin that kept them
from worshipping and loving Him as they should. Sin that kept them from loving each other the way they
should, too. And so, the people broke their covenant to the LORD -yes, that big “Do or Die” promise, over
and over. And that meant the people no longer deserved to be the LORD’s dearly-loved people and He
should no longer be their God. What would the LORD do, now that the people had disobeyed?

What do you think He would do?

What would the LORD do? He did plenty! First, He warned them over and over to turn away from their sin.
He sent godly men like Jeremiah to them, saying, “Remember your big promise to the LORD! He wants
to be your God. He wants you to be His dearly-loved people. Turn away from disobeying His good laws.
Turn back to worshipping and loving Him! If you do, He will forgive you. If you do not, then He will send
punishments to help you turn back to Him,” Jeremiah warned them.

Did the people of Israel listen to the LORD’s warnings? Did they turn back to worship and love Him? Not
really. So at last, the LORD sent punishments. He let their enemies come into their land and destroy their
homes and worship place. He let them take the people of Israel far away and made them work very, very
hard for them.

Boo, hoo! Boo, hoo! How sad the people of Israel were! They missed the good things that God had given
them. They missed their homes. They missed the place where they worshipped the LORD. They did not like
working for their enemies.

But most of all, they were sad that they had not kept their big promise to the LORD. They knew that they
had not worshipped or loved Him as they promised they would. They knew that they had not loved others
as they promised they would, either. They knew that they should not be His dearly-loved people anymore
and He should not be their God. This is what they deserved for breaking their“Do or Die” promises with the
LORD. They knew they had sin in their hearts; and at last, they began to turn away from their sins. But was
it too late? Was this really the end of the LORD’s love for His people?

What do you think?

No, it was not! Even though they should not be God’s dearly loved people anymore, God kept on loving
His sinful people.

13



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

The LORD sent godly men like Daniel, Ezekiel and Zechariah to encourage the people with wonderful
news: “You have broken your promises to the LORD, but He still loves you,” they told the people. “Listen
to the good plans He has for you: ‘l have punished you so you would turn back to Me, but | won’t keep on
punishing you, the LORD told them. ‘On just the right day, your punishment will be over. | will free you
from your enemies. You won't have to work for them anymore. You will get to go back to your homes in the
special land. You can build a new place to worship Me. | will take care of you and give you good things,” the
LORD promised them.

“But | have even better plans for you than freeing you from your enemies and bringing you back home,”
the LORD told them. “I’'m going to make a NEW covenant with you. A new “Do or Die” promise sealed with
new blood. I'm going to beat your even bigger enemy: the sin in your hearts that keeps you from loving
and obeying Me!” He promised.

“Yes, I'm going to send you a Messiah, a Savior. He will be My Son. He is going to come to earth. He is going
to take the punishment that all My people deserve for disobeying Me. It will be gone for good. His blood
will take away their sins. His blood will seal this new “Do or Die” covenant. Then I will give My people new
hearts filled with My Holy Spirit. Then all My people, from every place in the whole world, will be saved to
know Me and love Me and obey Me. And one day, they will even live with Me, forever happy,” the LORD
promised. “This covenant will last forever.”

What wonderful news this was! The people of Israel were so happy! They believed God’s big promise to free
them from their enemies. They believed His promise to send them back home to their special land.

And, they believed that one day God would send a Messiah, a Savior, to beat their biggest enemy of all: the
sin in their hearts that kept them from loving and obeying Him.

The people waited and waited. They looked for the day God promised. And, at last, it came! They left
working for their enemies and went back home to their special land. They built new homes, and they built
a new place to worship God. Then they waited and waited some more. They waited for the day the Savior
would come. And while they had to wait a very long time, at last, that day came, too.

Who was the Messiah, the Savior, God’s Son? | bet you know His name?
Can you tell me?

It’s Jesus! That's right. Jesus was born a baby in Bethlehem. He grew up, up, up until He was a man. And
what a man Jesus was! He kept all of God’s laws His whole life. He was perfect! And what did Jesus do with
that perfect life? He did just exactly what God promised He would do. He saved all God’s people when He
took the punishment for their sins on the cross. With His own blood, Jesus sealed the new covenant that
God was making with His people. A covenant that couldn’t be broken EVER, because it was the blood of
God'’s perfect Son, Himself, that was keeping the promises for God'’s people.

Yes, Jesus suffered and died on the cross that day. He was buried in a cave grave and watched over by
guards. But that was not the end of the story, was it? What would happen on the third day?

Can you tell me?

On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, never to die again. He had really done it! He had beaten sin and
death for God’s people, once and for all!l How great is God'’s love for His people! Even though they do not
love Him or obey Him as they should, He loved them more than they deserved. He loved them so much that
He chose to send His Son, Jesus, to save them from their sins, so they could know Him in their hearts now,
and one day, go to live with Him forever. We can be God'’s people, too, if we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you. He loves to answer this prayer!

14



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons

P5

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:
1.Whom did God adopt as His dearly-loved children?
All who would turn from their sins and trust in Jesus
as their Savior. His promises began with the people of
Israel, but have spread out to include people from the
whole world.

2. What made adopting them so costly to God? God
adopted them by paying for their sins, Himself, when
Jesus suffered and died on the cross.

For You and Me:

We, too, can become God’s dearly-loved, adopted
children when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is: 1 John 4:10, ESV

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.”

1. Whom did God love before they loved Him? God
loved all His people before they loved Him—the people
of Israel, and all others who would turn to Him and trust
in Jesus as their Savior.

2. Whose sins were forgiven by Jesus’ sacrifice? All
of God’s people--all who would turn from their sins and
trust in Jesus as their Savior.

For You and Me:

We, too, are sinners who have broken God’s laws. We,
too, deserve His punishment for our sins. But the good
news is that we, too, can be forgiven our sins when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a big promise, the sun, a boat, a man
named Jeremiah, soldiers, and a cross.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The big promise, the man named Jeremiah, the soldiers
and the cross belong. The sun and the boat do not.

2. Who needed to confess their sins to God? Who
needed to ask Him to be their Savior? The people of
Israel.

For You and Me:

Like the people of Israel, we, too, are sinners who have
broken God’s laws. We, too, deserve His punishment
for our sins. But the good news is that we, too, can be
forgiven our sins when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

15

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them!

Just like God'’s people from long ago, we do not love
God or obey Him as we should. We deserve God’s
punishment, too, don’t we? But the good news is that
when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as
our Savior, He will save us, too! We will be His dearly-
loved people—His adopted children. He will give us
new hearts that want to love and obey Him. And one
day, at just the right time, we will go to live with Him in
heaven, forever happy!

Close in prayer.

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your
people. You were filled with love for them before
they loved You or knew You!

God, we should be filled with love for You and Your
good ways, but so many times we are not. We need
a Savior!

Thank You for loving the world so much that You
sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for loving
sinners, even before they loved You. Thank You
for making the way for them to be saved through
Jesus.

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Give us new hearts full of love for You. Help us to
become Your people.

In Jesus’'name, we pray. Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 8:

What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
and the Answer is:
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Meaning:

God has a special people He loves. They come from all over the world.
They've lived in every time --from long ago, all the way up to today.
And there are millions and millions of them!

There is nothing better than being one of God’s special people! God
has adopted them as His children. He promises to love and care for
them always. He gives them special closeness with Him in their heart;
and one day when they die, they will go to live with Him forever.

God'’s people know His love for them is more than they could ever
deserve.They know God didn’t make them His special people because
they were so good. They are sinners who have disobeyed His good
laws, just like everyone else. God just loves them just because He loves
them.

God’s love for His people is the biggest love there will ever be. It's so
big that God sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer and die on the cross to pay
for their sins. That was the only way they could become His people.
You and | can become God'’s people when we turn away from our sins

and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 8 Song

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 12
(Adapted version of “Baa. Baa. Black Sheep”)

What is God'’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?

More than they could ever deserve!

DDD 8 Big Question Picture--Back

18
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“It's More than They Could Ever Deserve”is agood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning FOUR Bible truths that all
tell us more about God’s love for His people.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our four Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the four truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we
can figure out which of these four truths we will be learning
about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big Question
Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 8 Unit All Bible Truths--Back

20
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!
God Gave His Son, ????, to Save Them!”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What'’s the name of God’s Son? It starts with
the letter”)”

Can you guess? It’s “Jesus.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:

(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?

It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!
God Gave His Son, JESUS, to Save Them!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

All people have rebelled against God and have broken His
laws. All have chosen to do things their own way, instead of
God’s way. Their hearts should be full of love for God; but
instead, their hearts are dead and empty of love for God
and His good ways. That's why all people deserve God'’s
punishment for their sins. They deserve to be separated
from Him forever. How sad!

But God is so kind and merciful! He chose to save sinners,
like you and me, even though we did not deserve it. Yes,
God chose to love sinners, even though their hearts were
so dead and empty of love for Him. And He didn't just love
them a little bit. He loved them a lot! He loved them so much
that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live and perfect life and give
it up as the full payment for their sins when He suffered and
died on the cross. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead,
proving He had really done it! He had redeemed sinners, so
that they could become God'’s special people—His, dearly-
loved, adopted children forever! We can be God’s special
people, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior. Hasn’t God loved us so much through Jesus!

DDD 8, Bible Truth 1--Back
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Bible Truth | Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

1 John 4:10 tells us:

1 John 4:10, ESV
“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

Learn a Little: “[God] sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

What does that mean?

We are all sinners who have rebelled against God, yet God chose to
love us, and to love us in the deepest way possible! He sent Jesus to
save us. Yes, God sent His dearly-loved Son to earth to be the propiti-
ation for our sins. He was the atoning sacrifice that would pay for our
sins and satisfy God’s judgment against us. Jesus would live a perfect
life, then offer it up as the full payment that would bring the forgive-
ness we needed. And He chose to do this while we still were rebelling
against Him! How wonderful is this free gift of God! How deep is His
love! This atoning sacrifice is for us, too, when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
This Is Love:
| John 40

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 20

This is love,

Not that we loved God,

But that He, that he loved us,
He sent his Son,

And He sent His Son,

The propitiation for our sins.
He sent his Son,

And He sent His Son,

The propitiation for our sins.
First John Four, ten.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 8.1 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Costly Children.”

| need to find out:
l. Whom did God adopt as His dearly-loved children?
AND

2. What made adopting them so costly fo God?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Whom did God adopt as His dearly-loved children?

All who would turn from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. His
promises began with the people of Israel, but have spread out to include
people from the whole world.

2. What made adopting them so costly to God?

God adopted them by paying for their sins, Himself, when Jesus suffered and
died on the cross.

For You and Me:

We, too, can become God’s dearly-loved, adopted children when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 8.1 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Costly Children.”

Our Bible verse is | John 4:0:

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.”

| need tfo find out:
l. Whom did God love before they loved Hm?
AND

2. Whose sins were forgiven by Jesus' sacrifice?
Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: 1 John 4:10 ESV
“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

1.Whom did God love before they loved Him?

God loved all His people before they loved Him—the people of Israel, and all
others who would turn to Him and trust in Jesus as their Savior.

2. Whose sins were forgiven by Jesus’ sacrifice?

All of God's people--all who would turn from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior.

For You and Me:

We, too, are sinners who have broken God’s laws. We, too, deserve His
punishment for our sins. But the good news is that we, too, can be forgiven
our sins when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 8.1 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Defectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Costly Children.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: abig promise, the sun, aboat,aman named
Jeremiah, soldiers, and a cross.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need to know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. Who needed to confess their sins fo God? Who
needed to ask Him fo be their Savior?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four pictures belong in the story and which two do not?

The big promise, the man named Jeremiah, the soldiers and the cross belong.
The sun and the boat do not.

2. Who needed to confess their sins to God? Who needed to ask Him to
be their Savior? The people of Israel.

For You and Me:

Like the people of Israel, we, too, are sinners who have broken God’s laws.
We, too, deserve His punishment for our sins. But the good news is that we,
too, can be forgiven our sins when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 8.1 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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l. The LORD gathered the people of Israel near big Mt. Sinai and
spoke to them:

“l have loved you and rescued you from your enemies. | want fo
be your God. | want you to be my dearly loved people,” He told
them. “l want us fo make a covenant together. | want fo make big, big
promises with you, sedled with blood. Promises that must be kept.
“Do or die” promises,” the LORD explained.
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2. “| want fo give you My big promise to always take care of you
and give you many good things,” the LORD told the people through
Moses. “l want to give you homes in your own, very special land. A
place where you can worship Me and live happily. | will get rid of dill
your enemies, so you don't have to worry about them again,” the

LORD told the people.

“But, | want you to make Me a big promise, foo,” the LORD tfold them.
“A promise 1o love Me and keep dll of My good laws,” He said.
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3. What would the people of Israel say? What would they do? Did
they want the LORD fo be their God? Did they want Him fo fake care
of them and give them dll these good things? Did they want fo be
His dearly-loved people?

Yes, they did! They wanted the LORD to make His covenant with them.
And they wanted these promises to be “Do or die” promises, sedled
in blood. What a wonderful life He was offering them!
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H. Ahh, but there was dlso the OTHER question they had to ask
themselves: did THEY want to make a covenant with the LORD?

Did THEY want to promise 1o love Hm and fo keep His good laws?
Remember: their promises were covenant promises, foo. They were
also “Do or Die,” sedled-with-blood promises which MUST be kept.

Did they want fo make THAT kind of promise fo the LORD? What do
you think?
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5. Yes, they did! The LORD loved them. His laws were good. Why
would they NOT want to make this covenant promise with Him?! So
they said to the LORD,

“Yes, yes, yes! We will be Your dearly loved people! We will keep dill
of Your good laws. We will make a covenant with You-our “Do or
Die” promise. We want You to be our God!” they fold the LORD.
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6. So, the LORD and the people made a covenant together.

Moses built an altar at the base of the mountain and set up twelve,
stone fowers-- one for each of the twelve, family groups among
the people. Twelve, young men brought twelve large, worship gifts
fo offer 1o the LORD. Everyone listened as Moses read the LORD’s
promises and laws fo the people. Blood was sprinkled on the altar
and on the people.

“We will do everything the LORD has said. We will obey Him and keep
the covenant... we will do or die,” the people promised. The covenant
was made. The LORD was their God, and they were His people.
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1. The LORD kept dll of His covenant with His people --every one of
His big, “Do or Die” promises.

He gave them a specialland fo live in. He gave them their own homes.
He gave them fields full of good food and lots of children. He told
them how 1o build a special worship place so they could meet with
Him. And, He protected them from their enemies.
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8. But what about the people of Israel? Did they keep the covenant
promises they made fo the LORD?

They did NOT! They did NOT love the LORD or keep His good laws as
they promised.
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4. You see, it is one thing fo MAKE a big promise fo the LORD and
another thing to KEEP it.

The people WANTED to be God's dearly-loved people. They WANTED
fo love Hm and obey Hm. They WANTED Him fo bless them with dlll
the good things He promised to give them.

But there was something that the people of Israel had in their
hearts--that we have in our hearts, too-that was causing a big
problem. Do you know what it was?
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0. If was sin!

Yes, ever since Adam and Eve first disobeyed God in the Garden,
there has been sin in everyone's heart. Sin that kept those people
of Israel from obeying dll of the LORD's good laws. Sin that kept
them from worshipping and loving Him as they should. Sin that kept
them from loving each other the way they should, too.
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Il. And so, the people broke their covenant to the LORD, that big “Do
or Die” promise, over and over. And that meant the people no longer
deserved 1o be the LORD's dearly-loved people and He should no
longer be their God.

What would the LORD do, now that the people had disobeyed Hm?
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12. What would the LORD do? He did plenty!

He warned them over and over to turn away from their sin. He
sent godly men like Jeremiah to them, saying, “Remember your big
promise o the LORD! He wants to be your God. He wants you 1o be
His dearly-loved people. Turn away from disobeying His good laws.
Turn back fo worshipping and loving Him! If you do, He will forgive
you. If you do not, then He will send punishments fo help you turn
back to Him,” Jeremiah warned.
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13. Did the people of Israel listen to the LORD's warnings? Did they
turn back to worship and love Hm?

Not redlly. So at last, the LORD sent punishments. He let their enemies

come info their land and destroy their homes and worship place.
He let them take the people of Israel far away and made them
work very, very hard for them.
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4. Boo, hoo! Boo, hoo! How sad the people of Israel were!

They missed the good things that God had given them. They missed
their homes. They missed the place where they worshipped the
LORD. They did not like working for their enemies.
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I5. But most of dll, they were sad that they had not kept their big
promise fo the LORD.

They knew that they had not worshipped or loved Hm as they
promised they would. They knew that they had not loved others as
they promised they would, either. They knew that they should not
be His dearly-loved people anymore and He should not be their God.
This is what they deserved for breaking their “Do or Die” promises

with the LORD.

They knew they had sin in their hearts; and at last, they began to
turn away from their sins. But was it foo late? Was this redlly the
end of the LORD's love for His people?
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16. No, it wasn'll They didn't deserve to be God's dearly-loved people
anymore, but God kept on loving them.

The LORD sent godly men like Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah to
encourage the people with wonderful news: “You have broken your
promises fo the LORD, but He sfill loves you,” they fold the people.
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I7. “Hear the LORD's good plans for you,” these men said.

“l have punished you so you would turn back fo Me, but | won't keep
on punishing you,” the LORD told them. “On just the right day, your
punishment will be over. | will free you from your enemies. You won't
have to work for them anymore. You will get fo go back to your
homes in the special land. You can build a new place to worship Me.
| will take care of you and give you good things,” the LORD promised
them.
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18. “But | have even better plans for you than freeing you from your
enemies and bringing you back home,” the LORD told them.

“I'm going fomake aNEW covenant with you. Anew “Do or Die” promise
sedled with new blood. 'm going to beat your even bigger enemy:
the sin in your hearts that keeps you from loving and obeying Me!”
He promised.
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9. “Yes, 'm going fo send you aMessiah, a Savior,” the LORD promised.

“He will be My Son. He is going fo come fo earth. He is going to fake
the punishment that all My people deserve for disobeying Me. It
will be gone for good. His blood will fake away their sins. His blood
will seal this new *“Do or Die” covenant.
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20. 1 will give My people new hearts filled with My Holy Spirit.”

“Then, dll My people, from every place in the whole world, will be
saved to know Me and love Me and obey Me. And one day, they
will all come live with Me, forever happy,” the LORD promised. “This
covenant will last forever.”
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2l. What wonderful news this was! The people of Israel were so
happy!

They believed God's big promise fo free them from their enemies.
They believed His promise fo send them back home to their special
land. And, they believed that one day God would send a Messiah, a
Savior, o beat their biggest enemy of dll: the sin in their hearts that
kept them from loving and obeying Him.
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2. What wonderful news this was! The people of Israel were so happy! They believed God's big
promise fo free them from their enemies. They believed His promise fo send them back home fo
their special land. And, they believed that one day God would send a Messiah, a Savior, fo beat
their biggest enemy of dll: the sin in their hearts that kept them from loving and obeying Him.



22. The people waited and waited. They looked for the day God
promised. And af last, it camel! They left working for their enemies
and went back home fo their special land. They built new homes,
and they built a new place to worship God.

Then, they waited and waited some more. They waited for the day
the Savior would come. And while they had to waiit a very long time,

at last, that day came, too.

Who was the Messiah, the Savior, God's Son? It was Jesus!
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23. Jesus was born a baby in Bethlehem. He grew up, up, up until He
wdas a man.

And what a man Jesus was! He kept dll of God's laws His whole life.
He was perfect!
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24. And what did Jesus do with that perfect life? He did just exactly
what God promised He would do. He saved dll God's people when
He took the punishment for their sins on the cross.

With His own blood, Jesus sedled the new covenant that God was
making with His people. A covenant that could NEVER EVER be broken,
because it was the blood of God's perfect Son, Himself, that was
Keeping the promises for God's people.
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25. Yes, Jesus suffered and died on the cross that day. He was
buried in a cave grave and waiched over by guardes.

But that was not the end of the sfory, was it? On the third day,
Jesus rose from the dead, never fo die again. He had redlly done
it He had beaten sin and death for God's people, once and for dilll
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25. How great is God's love for His people!

Even though they do not love Him or obey Him as they should, He
loved them more than they deserved. He loved them so much that
He chose to send His Son, Jesus, fo save them from their sins, so
that they could know Him in their hearts now, and one day, go to
live with Him forever.

We can be God's people, too, if we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you. He loves to answer
this prayerl!
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DDD 8.1 Simple Story Scenes
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DDD 8.1 Simple Story Scenes
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DDD 8.1 Simple Story Scenes
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DIEEP IDOWWIN
DETECIIVES |
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Visual Aids

Unit 8,
Bible Truth 2




About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N

. agi>

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives“Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts P1

Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV

Bible Truth 2 Concept: God Always Takes Care of His People

Everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Jesus as their Savior becomes one of God’s people. And
they don't just become one of His people! He makes them His adopted children! God becomes their Father in
heaven. They are part of His family forever!

God is kind to give us a mother and father, and even sisters and brothers, in the families we are a part of, here
on earth. What good gifts they are! They love us and care for us, the best they can. God helps them love us. But
no matter how good and loving our parents might be here on earth, they will never love us or take care of us as
well as God can. God is the best Father we can ever imagine. He is perfect! He is all-wise: He always knows what
is best for His children. He is always faithful: He always gives them what He promises them. He’s all-powerful:
He can always give His children everything they need and so much more. He is all-loving: He only does what is
good for them.

God’s adopted children never need to worry. They know that God, their Father in heaven, is always with them,
always taking care of them. We can become one of God'’s children, too, when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior. God loves to help us become His children!

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Psalm 23:1-3,6

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake...Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

Learn a Little: “The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want.”

Meaning

These verses remind us that God loves His people and cares for their needs completely, just like a good shepherd
loves and takes care of his sheep. That's what it means to not be in want. We can become God’s people when
we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer
A We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You are their heavenly Father. You care for all of
their needs in the way that You know is best.

C God, You promise to take care of those who put their trust in Jesus, but many times we doubt Your promises.
Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for being so
faithful and good to those who trust in You. Thank You for taking care of all their needs in the way You know
is best for them. What a wonderful thing it is to get to be Your adopted child!

S God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Fill our
hearts with love for You. Take care of us and help us to trust in You. Be our heavenly Father. Make us Your
adopted children. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story
The Case of the Woman Who Didn’t See The Book of Ruth
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Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Goncepts p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2
Big Q & A8 Song
Big Question 8 Song: What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good
Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: The LORD Is My Shepherd Psalm 23:1-6, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Who Shall Separate Us Romans 8:35, 37-39, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: If God Is for Us Romans 8:31-32,35,38-39, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons oy fakeout P
Bible Story: The Case of the Woman Who Didn’t See . ?'“:"?

The Book of Ruth

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Woman Who Didn’t Sees. Here is your listening assignment... “ Read
from Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:
| need to know:

1. Why was Naomi so sad?

2. What about God did she not see?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is Psalm 23:1-3,6, ESV:

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake...Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

| need to know:
1. Who did the LORD take care of and make sure she was not in want?
2. How did the LORD show His goodness and love to her?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a banana, a woman named Ruth, a phone, barley, a baby, and a dead man.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. What were some of the many things Naomi had to thank the LORD for?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”’

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P2
The Case of the Woman Who Didn’t See The Book of Ruth

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

“Boo hoo! Boo hoo!” Naomi cried. Her husband had died. Her two sons had died. Naomi was so sad. She
missed them so much!

But Naomi wasn't just sad. She was scared, too. Only Orpah and Ruth, the wives of her sons, were left.
Surely, they would go back home to live with their mother and father. That’s what wives did back then
when their husbands died. They knew that their mother and father would take care of them.

But poor Naomi, she didn’t have a mother or father to go home to. And she was far, far away from her home
in Bethlehem. Who would take care of her? Who would see that she had food to eat and clothes to wear?
How would she get back home all by herself? What was Naomi to do? This is why Naomi was so scared.

Who do you think could take care of her?

Naomi was right to be sad. It is a sad thing when your husband and sons die. But, Naomi did NOT have to
be scared. She did NOT need to worry about who would take care of her. Why? Because Naomi was one of
God'’s people. She knew God’s Word, the Bible. She knew God’s promises to always take care of His people.
She could trust Him to take care of her, even though she didn’t know how.

But right then, all Naomi could think about were the sad things that had happened to her. She thought
about all these sad things and decided that God had stopped taking care of her.

Do you think God had really stopped taking care of her?
How wrong Naomi was! God had NOT stopped taking care of her. He is so kind to His people. He treats them

better than they deserve. He would treat Naomi better than she deserved, too. So, even though Naomi was
scared and did not think God would take care of her, He most certainly would. Let’s find out how.

At last, it was time for Naomi to say goodbye to Orpah and Ruth, the wives of her sons. It was time for them
to go live with their mother and father. It was time for her to make the long walk all the way back home to
Bethlehem by herself.

“Goodbye, Orpah! Goodbye, Ruth!” Naomi told them. She kissed them goodbye and they all wept aloud.
They were sad to leave each other.

“Wait,” said Orpah and Ruth. “We won’t go back home to our parents. We will go with you instead. We will
walk with you all the way back to Bethlehem. We will take care of you,” they offered.

“No,” Naomi said. “You must go home to your father and mother,” she insisted. “Where | am going there is
no one to take care of me and there will be no one to take care of you either. Not even God will take care
of me,” she said.

Oh, Naomi! You shouldn’t say that! You know God’s Word, the Bible. You know that God promises to always
take care of His people. He will take care of you! Keep trusting in God!
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

And so, God did, even though Naomi did not trust Him to take care of her. God loves His people so much
that He treats them better than they deserve. He would treat Naomi better than she deserved, too. For,
though Orpah said goodbye to Naomi and went home to her father and mother, God had given Ruth a
special love for Naomi and for Himself. Ruth clung to Naomi and said, “Please don’t make me go back
home! | want to worship your God. He’s the one, true God. | want to take care of you the rest of my life!
Please let me go back home with you to Bethlehem!” she begged. What would Naomi do now?

What do you think she did? Would she let Ruth come with her?

Naomi looked at Ruth. She could see that nothing would change Ruth’s mind. Ruth refused to go home to
her father and mother, so Naomi agreed. Ruth could walk the long walk to Bethlehem with Naomi. Ruth
could take care of Naomi her whole life. God was showing Naomi that He WOULD take care of her --and He
would take care of her through Ruth-- if Naomi would only see!

Together, Naomi and Ruth walked to Bethlehem. Up mountains and down mountains. Through green
valleys, along dusty roads, and beside grassy fields they walked. On and on and on. At last, they came to
Naomi’s home in Bethlehem.

Many people came out to greet Naomi. It had been so long since they had seen her! But when they looked
at her, they were surprised at what they saw. “Is this really Naomi?” the women asked. “She seems so
different! Where is her husband? Where are her sons? Where is her smile?” they wondered.

Naomi told them her sad news.“”My husband and sons have died. | am all alone. | am so sad that | want you
to stop calling me ‘Naomi' That name means ‘happy things. | want you to call me ‘Marah’ now,” she told
them.”’Marah’ means ‘bitter (sad) things. This is a better name for me since God has filled my life with so
many sad things. | don’t even think He cares about me anymore,” she told them.

Oh, Naomi! You shouldn’t say that! You know God’s Word, the Bible. You know that God promises to always
take care of His people. He will take care of you! Keep trusting in God! Yes, there are sad things in your life,
but there are good things in your life, too. God helped you get safely back home to Bethlehem. He gave
you Ruth to take care of you your whole life. Would Naomi not see how good God had been to her?

What do you think?

No, Naomi would not. Naomi certainly didn’t deserve for God to keep on taking care of her, but He kept on
taking care of her anyway. God loves His people so much that He treats them better than they deserve. He
would treat Naomi better than she deserved, too. And so God did, and in bigger ways than Naomi could
have ever dreamed!

God provided Naomi and Ruth with food to eat from the barley fields of a rich man named Boaz. Boaz
loved God; and before long, he loved Ruth, too. He married Ruth, and brought her and Naomi to his home
to live with him. Boaz shared all he had with them. How richly the LORD took care of Ruth and Naomi
through Boaz!
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Bible Story for Big guestion 8, Bible Tl’llth 2 use with all THREE lessons P_4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

And if this was not enough, Boaz and Ruth soon had a son for Naomi to love as her grandchild. Baby Obed!
And one day, through Obed would come the great, king David, and much later, even the Savior, Jesus,
Himself! Wow!

Hadn’t God been kind to Naomi? Hadn't He taken care of her? Yes, He had! More than she could have ever
imagined, and better than she ever deserved! Could Naomi see it now, at last?

What do you think?

Yes, she could!

Naomi took little baby Obed and put him on her lap and cared for him, just like she used to care for her own
sons, long ago. And the women of Bethlehem gathered around Naomi and said, “Praise the LORD, He has
taken care of your needs. He has given you Ruth and Boaz to take care of you. He has even given you a little
boy to care for like a son. Surely God has plans to take good care of you all the rest of your life!”

And Naomi had to agree. The LORD had taken her bitter sadnesses and used them to do good things!
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P5

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

| need to know:

1. Why was Naomi so sad? Her husband and sons had
died.

2.What about God did she not see? She could not see
how God was taking care of her.

For You and Me:

God’s people can know that God will always take care
of them, even if they can’t see how. He is always at work.
If we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior, we can be God’s people, too. We can know that
God will always take care of us, too.

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is Psalm 23:1-3,6, ESV:

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes
me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake...Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”’

I need to know:

1. Who did the LORD take care of and make sure she
was not in want? Naomi.

2. How did the LORD show HIs goodness and love
to her? He gave her Ruth to help her. He gave Ruth
a husband and even a baby. He took care of Naomi
through them all the days of her life.

For You and Me:

How good God is to always take care of His people!
How wonderful it is to know that He makes sure that
goodness and love will follow them all the days of their
life and that they will go to live with Him forever one
day! God offers us this kind of care, too, when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask
Him to help you! He loves to answer this prayer.
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Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: Jews; a jar; Gentiles; fake gods; a bear; and a
house.

Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify
them.

I need to know:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two
don’t? Ruth, the barley, the baby and the dead man be-
long. The banana and the phone do not.

2. What were some of the many things Naomi had
to thank the LORD for? He gave her Ruth to help her.
He helped her get home to Bethlehem safely. He gave
Ruth a husband and even a baby. He took care of Naomi
through them all the days of her life.

For You and Me:

God gives His people so much to thank Him for! They
know that He will care for them every day of their lives.
They know He has forgiven their sins through Jesus
and giving them eternal life with Him. These good gifts
are ours, too, if we become God's people. How do we
do this? By turning away from our sins and trusting in
Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you! He loves to
answer this prayer.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Always Takes Care of Them!

God takes care of His people in every way! And how
kind He is to keep on caring for their needs, even when
they think He won't—Ilike He took care of Naomi. He is
so good to His people! But the greatest way that God
has cared for His people is by saving them.

You see, we all choose to disobey God. We all deserve
God’s punishment for our sins, and He would have been
perfectly fair to give us all His punishment for breaking
His laws and leave it at that. But God is so rich in mercy
that He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and take
the punishment for God'’s people. On Day 3 Jesus rose
from the dead in victory. Now all who turn away from
their sins and trust in Jesus can become God’s people.
They get to know God in their hearts now. And one day,
they will get to live with Him forever. How amazing is
God'’s love for His people! We can be God's people, too!
When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as
our Savior, He will save us, too! It is His promise to us!
Close in prayer.



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2

use with all THREE lessons

P6

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your

T

people.You are their heavenly Father. You care for all
of their needs in the way that You know is best.

God, You promise to take care of those who put
their trust in Jesus, but many times we doubt Your
promises. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for loving the world so much that
You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for being
so faithful and good to those who trust in You. Thank
You for taking care of all their needs in the way You
know is best for them. What a wonderful thing it is to
get to be Your adopted child!

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Fill our hearts with love for You. Take care of us and
help us to trust in You. Be our heavenly Father. Make
us Your adopted children.

In Jesus’name, we pray. Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 8:

What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
and the Answer is:
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Meaning:

God has a special people He loves. They come from all over the world.
They've lived in every time --from long ago, all the way up to today.
And there are millions and millions of them!

There is nothing better than being one of God’s special people! God
has adopted them as His children. He promises to love and care for
them always. He gives them special closeness with Him in their heart;
and one day when they die, they will go to live with Him forever.

God'’s people know His love for them is more than they could ever
deserve.They know God didn’t make them His special people because
they were so good. They are sinners who have disobeyed His good
laws, just like everyone else. God just loves them just because He loves
them.

God’s love for His people is the biggest love there will ever be. It's so
big that God sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer and die on the cross to pay
for their sins. That was the only way they could become His people.
You and | can become God'’s people when we turn away from our sins

and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 8 Song

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 12
(Adapted version of “Baa. Baa. Black Sheep”)

What is God'’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?

More than they could ever deserve!

DDD 8 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“It's More than They Could Ever Deserve”is agood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning FOUR Bible truths that all
tell us more about God’s love for His people.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our four Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the four truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned one truth about God’s love for His people.
It’s this one: “God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them.” (point
to pictures as you identify each Bible Truth). Now let’s look at
our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we can figure out which
of these four truths we will be learning about today. Who
would like to get it out of the Big Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 8 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God ???? Takes Care of Them!”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “This word means doing something over and
over and never stopping. It starts with the letter “A” and it
rhymes with “Sundays.”

Can you guess? It's “Always.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?

It's More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God ALWAYS Takes Care of Them!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

Everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Jesus
as their Savior becomes one of God’s people. And they don't
just become one of His people! He makes them His adopted
children! God becomes their Father in heaven. They are part
of His family forever!

God is kind to give us a mother and father, and even sisters
and brothers, in the families we are a part of, here on earth.
What good gifts they are! They love us and care for us, the
best they can. God helps them love us.

But no matter how good and loving our parents might be
here on earth, they will never love us or take care of us as
well as God can. God is the best Father we can ever imagine.
He is perfect! He is all-wise: He always knows what is best
for His children. He is always faithful: He always gives them
what He promises them. He’s all-powerful: He can always
give His children everything they need and so much more.
He is all-loving: He only does what is good for them.

God'’s adopted children never need to worry. They know
that God, their Father in heaven, is always with them, always
taking care of them. We can become one of God’s children,
too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as
our Savior. God loves to help us become His children!

DDD 8, Bible Truth 2--Back
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Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Psalm 23:1-3,6 tells us:

Psalm 23:1-3,6, ESV

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake...Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

Leran a Little: “The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want.”

What does that mean?

These verses remind us that God loves His people and cares for their
needs completely, just like a good shepherd loves and takes care of
his sheep. That’s what it means to not be in want. We can become
God'’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as
our Savior.

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

The LORD Is My Shepherd:
Psalm 23:-6, ESV

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 24

The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures,

He leads me beside quiet waters,

He restores my soul,

He leads me in paths of righteousness

for His name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the valley of death,
| will fear no evil,

Why? For You are with me.
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me,

in the presence of my enemies,

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me,

All of the days of my life,

And | will dwell in the house of the LORD,
forever and ever and ever.

Psalm Twenty-three.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 8.2 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Woman Who Didn't See.”

| need tfo find out:

l. Why was Naomi so sad?

AND

2. What about God did she not see?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, "Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Why was Naomi so sad? Her husband and sons had died.

2.What about God did she not see? She could not see how God was taking
care of her.

For You and Me:

God's people can know that God will always take care of them, even if they
can't see how. He is always at work. If we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior, we can be God’s people, too. We can know that God will
always take care of us, too.

DDD 8.2 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Woman Who Didn't See.”

Our Bible verse is Psalm 23:1-3,6, ESV:

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes
me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside stil
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name's sake..Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me dll the days of my life, and | shall
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

| need to find out:

l. Who did the LORD take care of and make sure she was
not in want?

AND

2. How did the LORD show His goodness and love 1o her?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: Psalm 23:1-3,6

“The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me
in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake...Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the house of the
LORD forever.”

1. Who did the LORD take care of and make sure she was not in want?
Naomi.

2. How did the LORD show Hls goodness and love to her? He gave her
Ruth to help her. He gave Ruth a husband and even a baby. He took care of
Naomi through them all the days of her life.

For You and Me:

How good God is to always take care of His people! How wonderful it is to
know that He makes sure that goodness and love will follow them all the
days of their life and that they will go to live with Him forever one day! God
offers us this kind of care, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you! He loves to answer this prayer.

DDD 8.2 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Detective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Woman Who Didn't See.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: a banana, a woman named Ruth, a phone,
barley, a baby, and a dead man.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which four belong in the story and which two don't?
2. What were some of the many things Naomi had to
thank the LORD for?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?

Ruth, the barley, the baby and the dead man belong. The banana and the
phone do not.

2. What were some of the many things Naomi had to thank the LORD
for? He gave her Ruth to help her. He helped her get home to Bethlehem
safely. He gave Ruth a husband and even a baby. He took care of Naomi
through them all the days of her life.

For You and Me:

God gives His people so much to thank Him for! They know that He will
care for them every day of their lives. They know He has forgiven their sins
through Jesus and giving them eternal life with Him. These good gifts are
ours, too, if we become God's people. How do we do this? By turning away
from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you! He
loves to answer this prayer.

DDD 8.2 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment

120



Z pue | ‘sainidid an|D auswubissy buiusisi] € uossa '8 aad

A Woman Named Ruth

io i,
N

A Banana

.&

121




SPIY 10} 1 24N121d dN|D wawubissy buiuaisi] € uossa z'8 dad

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpB| 104 7 21N1d1d aNn|D udwubissy buluais] € uosss '8 aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

122



¥ pue ¢ ‘sainidid an|D 1U3UJU6[SSV 6U[U315!'| € u0sso1 '8 ddd

suoyd v

\\m. /,

et
L

\

W\\mw\m‘

123



SpIY 10} £24N101d dN|D WawWUbIssy Buluaisi] € uossa '8 dad

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpD| 104 & 21N121d N[ WdWUbBISSY Bulualsi] € uosss '8 adad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

124



9 pUB G 'SaIN1dId N[ JUSWUDISSY bulualsI] € Uossa ¢'8 dad

A Dead Man

A Baby

125




SPIY 10} G 24N1d1d N[ WBWUBISSY BululsIT € uossaT '8 ddd

9049 40

_.-N

) arv
oy MP - qyngy

SpB| 104 9 21N1dId AN WdWUbBISSY Buluals] € uosss '8 aad

g0g 40

ug .
¢
ary

no ayp. urasp
o 1o20ld VNSIA

126



J (610°A1030e)9siead 30 WINJNOLIIND y
9y} ul papnppui aJe suoiysanb _X
uoissndsip pue Huiuajsi| aiow) 4

¢4y 0} 310| pup $S3UP0OB SIH MOYS Q10T 944 PIP MOH 2

¢iupm Ul jou

SOM 3YS 9JNs 3jOW PUb JO 34D B} 0T YL PIP OYM 1| )

¢oos Jou 3ys PIP PO o UM T

«J9ASJ03 Q1011 Y} JO SSNOY B} Ul [BMP [IOYS | PUb ‘) .

Aw jo SApp 3y} o 3w Moj|oZ |IPYs AdJaw pub ssaupoob ¢épps os lwobl som AUM'|
APJng ~jupMm Jou [pys | ‘psaydays Aw si 0T SYL.

N3 '9':€C Wipsd

Z# Juswubissy | JUBWIUBISSY
Buusysry Buiusjsi|

s.up( aAl}I9)a( sup( anPRlRd

|

Yiny 30 J00g 3y  .99S LUPIQ OYM UDWOM Y} 3O 9Sb) 3Y].,




l. “Boo hoo! Boo hoo!” Naomi cried. Her husband had died. Her two
sons had died. Naomi was so sad. She missed them so much!
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2. But Naomi wasn't just sad. She was scared, too. Only Orpah and
Ruth, the wives of her sons, were left. Surely, they would go back
home to live with their mother and father. That's what wives did
back then when their husbands died. They knew that their mother
and father would take care of them.

But poor Naomi, she didn't have a mother or father fo go home
fo. And she was far, far away from her home in Bethlehem. Who
would fake care of her? Who would see that she had food to eat
and clothes o wear? How would she get back home dll by herself?
What was Naomi fo do?

This is why Naomi was so scared.
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3. Naomi was right to be sad. It is a sad thing when your husband
and sons die. But, Naomi did NOT have to be scared. She did NOT
need fo worry about who would fake care of her.

Why? Because Naomi was one of God's people. She knew God's
Word, the Bible. She knew God's promises to always fake care of
His people. She could trust Him to take care of her, even though she
didn't know how.
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4. But right then, all Naomi could think about were the sad things
that had happened tfo her. She thought about all those sad things
and decided that God had stopped taking care of her.

How wrongNaomi was! God had NOT stopped taking care of her. God
is so kind 1o His people. He treats them better than they deserve. He
would treat Naomi better than she deserved, too. So, even though
Naomi was scared and did not think God would take care of her,
God most certainly would.

Let's find out how.
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5. At last, it was time for Naomi fo say goodbye to Orpah and Ruth,
the wives of her sons. It was time for them fo go live with their
mother and father. And, it was time for Naomi fo make the long
walk back home to Bethlehem by herself.

“Goodbye, Orpah! Goodbye, Ruth!” Naomi fold them. She kissed them
goodbye and they dll wept dloud. They were sad to leave each
other.
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6. “Wait,” said Orpah and Ruth. “We won't go back home to our
parents. We will go with you instead. We will walk with you back to
Bethlehem. We will take care of you,” they offered.

“No,” Naomi said. “You must go home to your father and mother,”
she insisted. “Where | am going there is no one fo take care of me
and there will be no one fo take care of you either. Not even God will
fake care of me,” she said.
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1. Oh, Naomi! You shouldn't say that! You know God's Word, the Bible.
You know that God promises fo always take care of His people. He
will fake care of youl Keep trusting in God!

And so God did, even though Naomi did not trust Him fo take care of
her. God loves His people so much that He treats them better than
they deserve. He would treat Naomi better than she deserved, foo.

For, though Orpah said goodbye to Naomi and went home to her
father and mother, God had given Ruth a special love for Naomi
and for Himself.
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8. Ruth clung to Naomi and said, “Please don't make me go back
home! | want to worship the LORD. He's the one, frue God. | want to
fake care of you the rest of my lifel Please let me go back home
with you to Bethlehem!” she begged.

Naomilooked at Ruth. She could see that nothing would change Ruth's
mind. Ruth refused fo go home to her father and mother, so Naomi
agreed.

God was showing Naomi that He WOULD take care of her, if Naomi
would only seel He was giving Naomi Ruth fo walk the long walk
back o Bethlehem and 1o take care of her the rest of her life.
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9. Together, Naomi and Ruth walked fo Bethlehem. Up mountains and
down mountains. Through green vadlleys, adlong dusty roads, and
beside grassy fields, they walked. On and on and on.
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9. Together, Naomi and Ruth walked fo Bethlehem. Up mountains and down mountains. Through
green vadlleys, adlong dusty roads, and beside grassy fields, they walked. On and on and on.



0. At last, they came fo Naomi's home in Bethlehem. Many people
came ouf to greet Naomi. It had been so long since they had seen
her.

But when they looked at her, they were surprised at what they saw.
“Is this really Naomi?” the women asked. “She seems so different!
Where is her husband? Where are her sons? Where is her smile?”
they wondered.
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l. Naomi fold them her sad news.

“My husband and sons have died. | am dll alone. | am so sad that |
want you to sfop calling me ‘Naomi'. That name means ‘happy things.’
| want you to call me ‘Marah’ now,” she fold them. “Marah’ means
‘bitter (sad) things.’ This is a better name for me since God has filled
my life with so many sad things. | don't even think He cares about
me anymore,” she told them.
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12. Oh, Naomil! You shouldn't say that! You know God's Word, the Bible.
You know that God promises fo always take care of His people. He
will fake care of youl Keep trusting in God!

Yes, there are sad things in your life, but there are good things in
your life, foo. God helped you get safely back home fo Bethlehem.

He gave you Ruth fo fake care of you your whole life.

Would Naomi not see how good God had been fo her?
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13. No, Naomi would not.

Naomi certainly didn't deserve for God fo keep on faking care of
her, but He kept on taking care of her anyway. God loves His people
so much that He treats them better than they deserve. He would
treat Naomi betfer than she deserved, too.

And so God did, and in bigger ways than Naomi could have ever
dreamed!
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4. God provided Naomi and Ruth with food to eat from the barley
fields of arich man named Boaz. Boaz loved God; and before long,
he loved Ruth, too. He married Ruth, and brought Naomi and her to
his home to live. Boaz shared dll he had with them.

How richly the LORD fook care of Ruth and Naomi through Boaz!
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I5. And if this was not enough, Boaz and Ruth soon had a son for
Naomi fo love as her grandchild. Baby Obed! And one day, through
Obed would come the gredat, king David, and much lafer, even the
Savior, Jesus, Himself. Wow!

Hadn't God been kind to Naomi? Hadn't He taken care of her? Yes,
He had! More than she could have ever imagined, and better than

she ever deserved!

Could Naomi see it now, at last?
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6. Yes, she could! Naomi took little baby Obed and put him on her lap
and cared for him, just like she used fo care for her own sons, long
ago.

And the women of Bethlehem gathered around Naomi and said,
“Praise the LORD, He has faken care of your needs. He has given
you Ruth and Boaz fo fake care of you. He has even given you a
little boy fo care for like a son. Surely God has plans fo fake good
care of you dll the rest of your life!”

And Naomi had fo agree. The LORD had taken care of her. He took
away her bitter sadnesses, and even used them dll fo do her good!
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Visual Aids

Unit 8,
Bible Truth 3




About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives“Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts P1

Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?

It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!
Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV

Bible Truth 3 Concept: God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good

Everyone has troubles. We all have times when we are sad or scared. Sometimes people are mean to us.
Sometimes bad things happen to us or to the people we love.

When bad things happen to God's people, they keep on trusting in Him. They know God loves them and that
He is in control. They know that He promises to use every trouble they have for their good and to show how
good and powerful He is. And, while sometimes it may be hard to see what good God could possibly bring
through their troubles, God's people know that one day they will understand His good plans. And on that day,
they will have nothing but praise for God, when they see how He truly did work all things for good in their lives.

And that’s why God'’s people can praise and thank God now for those good things, even before they know what
they are, and even while they are still in the middle of their sadnesses. God is that good! They can trust Him that
much, even with what they don’t yet understand. We can become God'’s people when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Romands 8:28, ESV

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according
to his purpose.”’

Learn a Little: “For those who love God, all things work together for good.”
Meaning

These verses remind us that God’s people are those who love Him. In His great love, He has called them to turn
away from their sins and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins. This is what it means to be justified.

But being justified is just the beginning of God's good plans for His people. He also planned for all things in
their lives—both enjoyable things and hard things— to be for the good purpose of making them more like
Jesus. Yes, God planned to use all of these things to prepare His people for life with Him in heaven. What will
life in heaven be like for them? There, they will be glorified! They will be freed from sin forever! God will make
them a pure reflection of His glory. This is God’s wonderful plan for making everything in His people’s lives for
their good and His glory. We can become God’s people by turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as
our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so good and so powerful! You even use all of Your people’s sadnesses for their
good. You show how good and great You are!

C God, You promise to use all things for the good in the lives of Your people, but many times we don't trust
that You will. We act like Your plans aren't good or that You aren't really in control. Please forgive us! We need
a Savior!

T Thank You for Your amazing promises to work good even in all of our sadnesses, when we trust in You as our
Savior. Thank You that You can work good things in even the biggest sadnesses and the scariest things that
happen to us. Thank You for the good You will do that we do not yet see.

S God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us
to love You and trust You. Do many good things even through our sadnesses --good things that show others
how good and great You are. In Jesus’' name, we pray. Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good John 8-10
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Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts p.2
Songs Used in Bible Truth 3

Big Q & A8 Song

Big Question 8 Song: What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?

Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV

Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV

Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain

Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Bible Verse: And We Know Romans 8:28-29, ESV
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: All Things Romans 8:28-29, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons oy fakeout P
The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good . 2.7

John 8-10

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good. Here is your listening assignment... “ Read
from Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

| need to know:

1. What was the sad thing the parents found out about their baby?
2. What good did Jesus use this sad thing to do?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is Romans 8:28:

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according
to his purpose.”

| need to know:

Transgressions and iniquities are other words for sin.

1. What did many people say about the baby’s blind eyes?

2. What good purpose did God have for the baby’s blind eyes?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a baby, the Temple, Jesus, a suitcase, a car, and a pool of water.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. Who did the blind baby grow up to worship? Why?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P2
The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good John 8-10

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

This story takes place in Jerusalem. Jerusalem was a beautiful city with thousands of people living in it. It
had big, tall, stone walls all around it and big, wide gates where important men would talk aboutimportant
things. It had lots of houses, big and small, along its twisty-turny, narrow, cobblestone streets. It had
fountains of sparkling water to drink from and pools of water to wash in. It had a big marketplace where
farmers would sell their delicious fruits and vegetables, and shepherds would sell their baa-ing sheep and
maa-ing goats. Bakers would sell their warm, tasty bread there; and merchants, their fine-feeling fabrics,
and glittering necklaces from other parts of the world.

But Jerusalem was most famous for its big, beautiful building made of glittering, white stones. It was the
LORD’s special worship place. Do you know what this building was called?

Do you know?
It was called the Temple. People would come from far and wide to worship the LORD at the Temple with

their prayers and their songs and their worship gifts. They would gather in the courts around the Temple
and listen to teachers tell them about the LORD and His good laws.

Not too far from the Temple lived a man and his wife. How happy this man and his wife were! Why do you
think they were so happy?

Can you guess?
They were so happy because the wife had just had a baby. It was a baby boy. Oh, what good news this was!
“Yay! Yay!” the man and his wife thought.”We have a boy! We will love him and care for him. What a joy that

will be! He will be a great help to our family, too. He will grow up strong and will help us make money to
take care of our family, as sons always do.” What a lot this man and his wife had to celebrate!

But soon the man and his wife weren’t happy anymore. They were sad! There was something wrong with
their baby boy’s eyes. He couldn’t see. Perhaps his eyes would get better, they must have hoped. But soon
it was clear: their little boy’s eyes would NOT get better. He would always be blind.

How sad this man and woman were for their little boy! He would never see their faces. He would never see
Jerusalem’s big, tall walls or gates. He would never see its houses along the narrow, cobblestone streets. He
would never see its fountains or pools of sparkling water. He would never see its markets filled with good
food and supplies. He would never see the beautiful Temple where people came to worship the LORD.

And to make things worse, this little boy would never be able to help his father make money to take care

of the family. All he would ever be able to do is sit on the side of the street and ask people for money. Yes,
this boy’s blindness was very sad, indeed!
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

But there was something else that made the man and his wife sad. It was what other people said about
their family. Some people saw the little, blind baby, and kindly said, “It is sad, sad, sad, that this little baby
can’t see. How hard that must be for him and his mother and father!” And, of course, the man and his wife
had to agree. This blindness was sad, sad, sad! What good could come out of this blindness? It brought
sadness! Only sadness!

But much worse was what the important men who taught about God and His laws, were saying: “It isn't
sad, sad, sad that this little baby can’t see. No! It’s bad, bad, bad,” they exclaimed. “This baby -- or his
mother or father-- must have done something terribly bad. God is punishing them and that’s why this baby
was born blind,” they said.

Was this true? What terrible thing had they done? Oh, how hard it was for the man and his wife to hear
people say this! Oh, what badness came from this blindness! It brought sadness! Only sadness!

So | guess you can see why the man and his wife, who had been so very happy, weren’t very happy at
all anymore. Their hearts were full of sadness for their son and about all the terrible, wrong things the
teachers were saying about their family.

Year after year went by. The little boy grew up and up and up, until at last he was a full grown man. He still
was blind, but over the years, he had learned his way around the Jerusalem.

What do you think he could feel and hear and taste?

He knew the feel of Jerusalem’s big, tall walls and its huge gates. He knew the feel of the cobblestones
under his feet, the touch of the stone sides of the houses on his hands, and the fresh coolness of the shade
in the narrow streets. He could splash the water on his face and sip it in his cup. He could taste the delicious
fruit and hear the animals “baa-ing.” He could smell the freshly baked bread and feel the silky fabric of the
merchants. And as he sat beside the road to the big, beautiful Temple, he could feel the swish of people’s
clothes and the slap of their sandals as they went by. He heard the clink of the coins they tossed in his
begging cup, on their way to worship the LORD.

But sometimes, he also heard people say those terrible, wrong words again: “There’s that man who has
been blind from birth. What terribly bad thing his family must have done for God to punish him like this!”
they would exclaim.

This blindness was sad, sad, sad! What good could come out of this blindness? It brought sadness! Only
sadness!

But then one Sabbath day, everything changed. The people who said those things were WRONG! That baby
wasn’t born blind because he or his parents had done something terribly bad No! God had always had a
beautiful, big plan to use their sadness for good --great good! And this was to be the day that God’s good
plan would be made know to the blind man, his parents and oh, so many other people in Jerusalem. And
God would use Jesus to do this!
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)
Jesus and his close friends, the disciples, had come to Jerusalem. They went to the Temple where Jesus
began to teach about God. Crowds of people gathered, eager to hear everything He had to say. Even the
other teachers who taught at the Temple stopped talking and went to listen to Jesus, too.

“l am God’s Son,” Jesus told them all. “Whoever believes and obeys Me will get to live forever with God,”
Jesus proclaimed.

The other teachers were furious! “We don’t believe you! You aren’t really God’s Son,” they said to Jesus.
“You are lying. You deserve to die for saying you are God’s Son!” and they picked up stones to throw at
Jesus. They were going to kill Jesus!

Jesus and His friends ran and hid. Would the teachers find Jesus and kill Him with their stones?
What do you think?
No, they would not. God protected Him.God protected Him.

When all was safe, Jesus and His friends came out of hiding. They left the Temple grounds, and whom did
they see?

Can you guess?

It was the man born blind.

No sooner had Jesus’ friends seen the blind man, then that terrible question came out of their mouths:
“Jesus, did this man or his parents do the terrible bad thing that made his eyes blind?” they asked.

“You have it all wrong!” Jesus told them. “This man isn’t blind because someone did something terribly
bad. It was God’s plan to use his poor man’s sadness for good --great good. I'm going to heal his eyes by
God'’s power. God will use this to help many believe that | really am God’s Son,” Jesus declared.

Then, Jesus went to the blind man and knelt down next to him. He spit on the ground and mixed the spit
with the dirt and made it into mud. What would Jesus do with that mud?

What do you think Jesus would do with it?
Jesus smeared mud on the man’s eyes and told him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.”
Why did Jesus do this? Was He making fun of this poor man? Did He want to make his sad life, even sadder?

What do you think?

The man would soon find out, and so will we! Down the narrow, cobblestone streets, the blind man made
his way to the Pool of Siloam. Even though he could not see, he knew how to get there. He had felt his way
there many times.
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Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

At the pool, he dipped his hands into the cool water. He brought them up to his face and washed off the
mud. He opened his eyes and what do you think happened?

What do you think?

Yay! yay! yay! That man born blind could see for the first time in his whole life! Jesus had healed him!

The happy man went home to share the news with his father and mother. What did he see as he went
home? He saw the pool of sparkling water! He saw the big, tall walls and the huge gates. He saw the narrow,
cobblestone streets and all the houses. He saw the market and the Temple. He saw his very own little house.
And then, he saw his very own parents for the first time!

“Jesus healed me! Now | can see!” the man exclaimed to his parents. How happy they must have been. After
all these years, their son could see! They spread the good news to all who would listen.

And those who heard the news rushed to the house to see for themselves! Sure, enough, it was true! The
man born blind could see! They were amazed at what Jesus had done.”No one has ever healed a man born
with blind eyes before. Jesus must be whom He says He is,” they exclaimed. What good Jesus had begun to
do through this man’s blind eyes! Jesus had used them to help these people believe in Him!

Before long, Jesus’ enemies, the Pharisees, heard what Jesus had done for the blind man. He was taken to
them to inspect his healing and make sense of it. These teachers couldn’t doubt the amazing thing that
Jesus had done, but still, they refused to believe in Jesus. “Jesus is a bad man! He is not God'’s Son,” they
said.

And what about the blind man who had been healed? What did he think?

Do you think he believed in Jesus?

Yes, he did! He fell down before Jesus and worshipped Him. “Lord, | believe,” he exclaimed.

What a day for that blind man and for his parents! Jesus had used this man’s sadnesses for good --for great
good, just as God had always planned. He healed his blind eyes. And best of all, He gave that man-- and
many others-- faith to trust in Him as God'’s Son, their Savior. Now that is good --great, good!
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Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3

P6

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. What was the sad thing the parents found out
about their baby? He was blind.

2. What good did Jesus use this sad thing to do? To
show God'’s great power and to help many people trust
in Jesus as God’s Son, the Savior, including the blind
man, himself.

For You and Me:

Isn't it wonderful to know that God uses all of His
people’s sadnesses for good! God still uses His people’s
sadnesses for good, even today. And we can know that
He will use all of our sadnesses for the good, too, if we
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
It is His promise to all who do.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Romans 8:28, ESV:

“And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.”

1. What did many people say about the baby’s blind
eyes? Many people thought God was punishing the
baby or his parents for something bad they had done.
2. What good purpose did God have for the baby’s
blind eyes? To show God'’s great power and to help
many people trust in Jesus as God’s Son, the Savior,
including the blind man, himself.

For You and Me:

Those people were wrong, weren't they? God always
planned to use that baby’s blindness for good. He
wasn’t punishing them! Isn’t it wonderful to know that
God uses all of His people’s sadnesses for good! God still
uses His people’s sadnesses for good, even today. And
we can know that He will use all of our sadnesses for
the good, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. It is His promise to all who do.
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Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a baby, the Temple, Jesus, a suitcase,
a car, and a pool of water.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The baby, the Temple, Jesus and the pool of water
belong. The suitcase and the car do not.

2.Who did the blind baby grow up to worship? Why?
Jesus. God gave him faith to believe in Jesus when Jesus
healed his blind eyes.

For You and Me:

How kind it was of Jesus to heal the blind man! How
even kinder it was of Jesus to give the blind man faith
to believe that He was God’s Son, the Savior. How many
good things God used the blind man’s sadness to do!
God will use our sadnesses for good, too, when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. It is
His promise to all who do.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

How Can | Know What God Is Like?

It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!
God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good!

No one likes sadnesses, but we all have them. How
wonderful is God’s promise to use every single sadness
of His people for their good and to show how great He
is.

God’s people greatest sadness is that they are sinners
who chose to disobey God. But do you know that God
has turned that greatest sadness into the greatest
good? You see, God sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the
cross and take His punishment for their sins. They are
forgiven. They have become His dearly-loved people!
And they will get to praise God forever for how much
He has loved them through Jesus. We, too, can know
God’s forgiveness and become His people if we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Close in prayer.



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so good and so
powerful! You even use all of Your people’s
sadnesses for their good. You show how good and
great You are!

C God, You promise to use all things for the good in
the lives of Your people, but many times we don't
trust that You will. We act like Your plans aren’t
good or that You aren't really in control. Please
forgive us! We need a Savior!

T Thank You for Your amazing promises to work
good even in all of our sadnesses, when we trust
in You as our Savior. Thank You that You can work
good things in even the biggest sadnesses and the
scariest things that happen to us. Thank You for the
good You will do that we do not yet see.

S God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Help us to love You and trust You. Do many good
things even through our sadnesses --good things
that show others how good and great You are.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 8:

What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
and the Answer is:
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Meaning:

God has a special people He loves. They come from all over the world.
They've lived in every time --from long ago, all the way up to today.
And there are millions and millions of them!

There is nothing better than being one of God’s special people! God
has adopted them as His children. He promises to love and care for
them always. He gives them special closeness with Him in their heart;
and one day when they die, they will go to live with Him forever.

God'’s people know His love for them is more than they could ever
deserve.They know God didn’t make them His special people because
they were so good. They are sinners who have disobeyed His good
laws, just like everyone else. God just loves them just because He loves
them.

God’s love for His people is the biggest love there will ever be. It's so
big that God sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer and die on the cross to pay
for their sins. That was the only way they could become His people.
You and | can become God'’s people when we turn away from our sins

and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 8 Song

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 12
(Adapted version of “Baa. Baa. Black Sheep”)

What is God'’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?

More than they could ever deserve!

DDD 8 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“It's More than They Could Ever Deserve”is agood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning FOUR Bible truths that all
tell us more about God’s love for His people.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our four Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the four truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned two truths about God’s love for His people.
They are:“God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them”and, “God
Always Takes Care of Them” (point to pictures as you identify
each Bible Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign
and see if we can figure out which of these four truths we
will be learning about today. Who would like to get it out of
the Big Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 8 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Uses Their 72?2 for Good!

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What is the opposite of “happiness?” It starts
with an “S”and rhymes with “gladnesses.”

Can you guess? It's “sadnesses.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:

(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?

It's More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good!

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

Everyone has troubles. We all have times when we are sad or
scared. Sometimes people are mean to us. Sometimes bad
things happen to us or to the people we love.

When bad things happen to God'’s people, they keep on
trusting in Him. They know God loves them and that He
is in control. They know that He promises to use every
trouble they have for their good and to show how good and
powerful He is. And, while sometimes it may be hard to see
what good God could possibly bring through their troubles,
God'’s people know that one day they will understand His
good plans. And on that day, they will have nothing but
praise for God, when they see how He truly did work all
things for good in their lives.

And that’s why God’s people can praise and thank God now
for those good things, even before they know what they are,
and even while they are still in the middle of their sadnesses.
God is that good! They can trust Him that much, even with
what they don’t yet understand.

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 8, Bible Truth 3--Back
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Bible Truth 3 Bible VVerse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Romans 8:28 tells us:

Romans 8:28, ESV
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”

Learn a Little: For those who love God, all things work together for
good.”

What does that mean?

These verses remind us that God’s people are those who love Him.
In His great love, He has called them to turn away from their sins and
trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins. This is what it means to
be justified.

But being justified is just the beginning of God’s good plans for His
people. He also planned for all things in their lives—both enjoyable
things and hard things— to be for the good purpose of making them
more like Jesus. Yes, God planned to use all of these things to prepare
His people for life with Him in heaven. What will life in heaven be
like for them? There, they will be glorified! They will be freed from sin
forever! God will make them a pure reflection of His glory. This is God’s
wonderful plan for making everything in His people’s lives for their
good and His glory. We can become God’s people by turning away
from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

And We Know:
Romans 9:28-29, ESV

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 27

And we know that for those who love God

All things work together for good,

And we know that for those who love God

All things work together for good,

For those who are called, according to his purpose,
For those who are called, according to his purpose,

Refrain:

All things work together for good,

All things work together for good,

All things, all things, all things, Work together for good.

For those he foreknew, he also predestined,

For those he foreknew, he also predestined,

To be conformed to the image of his Son,

That he might be the firstborn among many.

To be conformed to the image of his Son,

That he might be the firstborn among many. Refrain
Romans Eight, twenty-eight and nine.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 8.2 Bible Verse Picture--Back

186



1UBWUbISSY BulualsI] | UOSSa €8 Aad

I JUSWIUBISSY
Buiusjsi
S,up( 9AI}I9]9(

187



Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good.”

| need to find out:

l. What was the sad thing the parents found out about
their baby?

AND

2. What good did Jesus use this sad thing to do?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. What was the sad thing the parents found out about their baby? He
was blind.

2. What good did Jesus use this sad thing to do? To show God’s great
power and to help many people trust in Jesus as God’s Son, the Savior,
including the blind man, himself.

For You and Me

Isn't it wonderful to know that God uses all of His people’s sadnesses for
good! God still uses His people’s sadnesses for good, even today. And we can
know that He will use all of our sadnesses for the good, too, if we turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. It is His promise to all who do.

DDD 8.3 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good.”

Our Bible Verse is Romans 8:28, ESV

“ And we know that for those who love God dlll things work
fogether for good, for those who are cadlled according to
his purpose.”

| need tfo find out:

l. What did many people say about the baby’s blind eyes?
AND

2. What good purpose did God have for the baby's blind
eyes?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is Romans 8:28, ESV

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,
for those who are called according to his purpose.”’

I need to find out:

1. What did many people say about the baby’s blind eyes? Many people
thought God was punishing the baby or his parents for something bad they
had done.

2. What good purpose did God have for the baby’s blind eyes? To show
God’s great power and to help many people trust in Jesus as God’s Son, the
Savior, including the blind man, himself.

For You and Me:

Those people were wrong, weren't they? God always planned to use that
baby’s blindness for good. He wasn't punishing them! Isn't it wonderful to
know that God uses all of His people’s sadnesses for good! God still uses His
people’s sadnesses for good, even today. And we can know that He will use
all of our sadnesses for the good, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust
in Jesus as our Savior. It is His promise to all who do.

DDD 8.3 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Defectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: a baby, the Temple, Jesus, a suitcase, a car,
and a pool of water:

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. Who did the blind baby grow up fo worship? Why?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four belong in our story?

The baby, the Temple, Jesus and the pool of water belong. The suitcase and
the car do not.

2.Who did the blind baby grow up to worship? Why? Jesus. God gave him
faith to believe in Jesus when Jesus healed his blind eyes.

For You and Me:

How kind it was of Jesus to heal the blind man! How even kinder it was of
Jesus to give the blind man faith to believe that He was God'’s Son, the Savior.
How many good things God used the blind man’s sadness to do! God will
use our sadnesses for good, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust
in Jesus as our Savior. It is His promise to all who do.

DDD 8.3 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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l. This sfory takes place in Jerusalem. Jerusalem was a beautiful
city with thousands of people living in it. It had big, tdll, stone wallls
all around it, and big, wide gates where imporfant men would talk
about important things.
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2. Jerusalem had lots of houses, big and smadlll, along its twisty-turny,
narrow, cobblestone streets. It had fountains of sparkling water to
drink from and pools of water fo wash in.

It had a big marketplace where farmers would sell their delicious
fruits and vegetables, and where shepherds would sell their baa-
ing sheep and maa-ing goats. Bakers would sell their warm, fasty
bread there; and merchants, their fine-feeling fabrics and glittering
necklaces from other parts of the world.

202



‘PIdoM 3y} Jo sjupd
J9YJ0 Wody sadpPau Buldspib pub soludoy Bulj@ag-auly Jisy} ‘SjUpydJIaW pub BJaay} poadq Ajsb)
‘WJpM JIBY} [|PS pInoMm sJdavpg sjoob Bul-bbw pub dasys Bul-bbq Jivy} [|PS plnoMm spJaydays
aJoym pub ‘sajgpjeban pub slind Shopiep JIBY} [|PS pinoM sJawdbg aJaym adbidjeydow
Biq b poyY J| Ul YsbMm o} Jajom o sjood pup wodd juldp o} Jajom Buipdods jo suibjunod poy j|
'$J99dJS 9UO0JS3|0d ‘MOodJpu ‘Audni-AjsiM] s]i Buolp ‘|ows pub Big ‘sesnoy Jo sjo| ply wisjosnJdsf 7

- »
- 0
e 5 e
3 L& L] 5
\) 3 A > (1 B L
e ) a aim
ﬁ . « dEm (s =
3 . . = ¥
4 (b u.,,,, = Tpm=
- y e 4 A
| 'Yl

203



3. But Jerusadlem was most famous for its big, beautiful building
made of glittering, white stfones. It was the LORD's special worship
place.

Do you know whait this building was called? It was called the Temple.
People would come from far and wide fo worship the LORD at the
Temple with their prayers, and songs, and worship giffs. They
would gather in the courts around the Temple and listen to teachers
fell them about the LORD and His good laws.
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4. Not oo far from the Temple lived a man and his wife.

How happy this man and his wife werel They were so happy
because the wife had just had a baby. It was a baby boy. Oh, what
good news this was!

“Yay! Yay!” the man and his wife thought. “We have a boy! We will
love him and care for him. What a joy that will be! He will be a great
help fo our family, foo. He will grow up strong and will help us make
money to fake care of our family, as sons always do.”

What a lot this man and his wife had to celebratel
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5. But soon the man and his wife weren't happy anymore. They
were sad! There was something wrong with their baby boy’s eyes.
He couldn't see. Perhaps his eyes would get better, they must have
hoped. But soon it was clear: their little boy's eyes would NOT get
bettfer. He would always be blind.
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6. How sad this man and woman were for their little boy!

He would never see their faces. He would never see Jerusalem's big,
fall walls or gates. He would never see its houses along the narrow,
cobblestone streets. He would never see its fountains or pools of
sparkling water. He would never see its markets filled with good
food and supplies. He would never see the beautiful Temple where
people came to worship the LORD.
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1. And fo make things worse, this little boy would never be dble
fo help his father make money to take care of the family. All he
would ever be able fo do is to ask people for money. Yes, this boy’s
blindness was very sad, indeed!
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8. Bul there was something else that made the man and his wife
sad. It was what other people said about their family.

Some people saw the little, blind baby, and kindly said, “It is sad,
sad, sad, that this little baby can't see. How hard that must be for
him and his mother and father!” And, of course, the man and his
wife had to agree. This blindness was sad, sad, sad!

What good could come out of this blindness? It brought sadness!
Only sadness!
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9. But much worse was what the important men who faught about
God and His laws were saying: “If isn't sad, sad, sad that this little
baby can't see. Nol It's bad, bad, bad,” they exclaimed. “This baby --
or his mother or father-- must have done something terribly bad.
God is punishing them and that's why this baby was born blind,”
they said.

Was this frue? What terrible thing had they done? Oh, how hard
it was for the man and his wife o hear people say this! Oh, what
badness came from this blindnessllt brought sadness! Only sadness!
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0. So, | guess you can see why the man and his wife, who had been
so very happy, weren't very happy at all anymore. Their hearts
were full of sadness for their son and about dll the terrible, wrong
things the teachers were saying about their family.
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I. Year after year went by. The little boy grew up and up until at last
he was a full-grown man. He sfill was blind, but over the years, he
had learned his way around Jerusalem.

He knew the feel of Jerusalem's big, fall walls and its huge gates. He
knew the feel of the cobblestones under his feet, the fouch of the
sfone sides of the houses on his hands, and the fresh coolness of
the shade in the narrow streets.
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2. He could splash the water on his face and sip it in his cup. He
could taste the delicious fruit and hear the animals “baa-ing.” He
could smell the freshly baked bread and feel the silky fabric of the
merchants.
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13. As he sat beside the road to the big, beautiful Temple, he could
feel the swish of people’s clothes and the slap of their sandals
as they went by. He heard the clink of the coins they fossed in his
begging cup, on their way fo worship the LORD.

Bul sometimes, he heard people say those terrible, wrong words
again: “There’s that man who has been blind from birth. What
ferribly bad things his family must have done for God fo punish him
like this!” they would exclaim.

This blindness was so sad! What good could come out of it? It seemed
fo bring only sadness.
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4. But then, on one Sabbath day, everything changed.

The people who said those things were WRONG! That baby wasn't
born blind because he or his parents had done something terribly
bad. No! God had adlways had a beautiful, big plan to use their
sadness for good --great good!

And this was fo be the day that God's good plan would be made
known fo the blind man, his parents, and oh, so many other people
in Jerusalem. And, God would use Jesus to do this!
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5. Jesus and his close friends, the disciples, had come to Jerusalem.
They went to the Temple where Jesus began to teach about God.

Crowds of people gathered, eager fo hear everything He had to
say. Even the other feachers who faught at the Temple stopped
falking and went to listen fo Jesus, foo.

“l am God's Son,” Jesus told them dill. “Whoever believes and obeys
Me will get to live forever with God,” Jesus proclaimed.
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6. The other teachers were furious! “We don't believe you! You aren't
redlly God's Son,” they said fo Jesus. “You are lying. You deserve to
die for saying you are God's Son!" and they picked up sfones to
throw at Jesus. They were going to Kill Jesus!

Jesus and His friends ran and hid. Would the feachers find Jesus
and Kill Him with their stones?
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I7. No, they would not. God protected Jesus. When dll was safe, Jesus
and His friends came out of hiding. They left the Temple grounds
and whom did they see? It was the man born blind.

No sooner had Jesus' friends seen the blind man, then that terrible
question came out of their mouths: “Jesus, did this man or his parents
do the ferribly bad thing that made his eyes blind?”
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18. “You have it dll wrong!” Jesus told them. “This man isn't blind
because someone did something ferribly bad. It was God's plan to
use his poor man's sadness for good --great good. 'm going to
heal his eyes by God's power. God will use this fo help many believe
that | really am God's Son,” Jesus said.

Then, Jesus went to the blind man and knelt down next fo him. He
spit on the ground and mixed the spit with the dirt, making it into
mud. Jesus smeared mud on the man’s eyes, and fold him, “Go wash
in the Pool of Siloam.”
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I9. Why did Jesus do this? Was He making fun of this poor man? Did
He want fo make his sad life, even sadder? The man would soon
find out, and so will wel

Down the narrow, cobblestone streets, the blind man made his way
fo the Pool of Siloam. Even though he could not see, he knew how to
get there. He had felt his way there many times before.
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20. At the pool, the blind man dipped his hands info the cool water.
He brought them up to his face and washed of f the mud. He opened
his eyes and what do you think happened?

Yay! yay! yay! That man born blind could see for the first time in
his whole life! Jesus had healed him!
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2. The happy man hurried o share the news with his father and
mother.

What did he see as he went home? He SAW the pool of sparkiing
water! He SAW the big, tall walls and the huge gates. He SAW the
narrow, cobblestfone streets and adll the houses. He SAW the market
and the Temple. He SAW his very own, little house.

240



"9SNOY S|1}|| ‘UMO AJsA SIY MyS
9H 9|dwia] 3y} pup JojJow 3y} MyS SH 'SOSNOY 3y} [0 PUD S}99J)S SUOJSI|GC0d ‘MOJJbU 34} MYS
9H 'sajb abny ayj pub sjjom |b} ‘Biq 3y} My'S OH j4aioMm Bulpdbds Jo jood sy my'S OH ¢awoy jusm
3y S 99 3y pIp JPyM Jayjow pub Jayjo4 SIY YlIM SMaU ay] aJbys o} palddny ubw Addby ay] 1z

2 "
Ban A >
TN g
b PTT Tl
. AT 4
1T

.i

gt |

241



22. And then, he SAW his very own parents for the first timel
“Jesus hedled me! | can see!” the man exclaimed.

Oh, how happy they dll must have been! After dll these years, their
son could see. They spread the good news to all who would listen.
And those who heard the news rushed fo the house to see for
themselves! Sure, enough, it was true!l The man born blind could see!
They were amazed at what Jesus had done.

“No one has ever headled a man born with blind eyes before. Jesus
must be whom He says He is,” they exclaimed. What good Jesus had
begun fo do through this man’s blind eyes! Jesus had used them to
help these people believe in Hm!
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23. Before long, Jesus' enemies, the Pharisees, heard what Jesus
had done for the blind man. He brought to them fo inspect his hedling
and make sense of it.

These teachers couldn't doubt the amazing thing that Jesus had
done, but still, they refused to believe in Jesus. “Jesus is a bad man!
He is not God's Son,” they said.
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24. And what dbout the blind man who had been hedled? What did
he think? He fell down before Jesus and worshipped Him. “Lord, |
believe,” he exclaimed.

What a day for that blind man and his parents! Jesus had used
this man's sadnesses for good --for great good, just as God had
always planned. Jesus hedled his blind eyes. And best of dll, He
gave that man-- and many others-- faith to frust in Him as God's
Son, their Savior. Now that is good --great good!
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DIEEP IDOWWIN
DETECIIVES |
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Visual Aids

Unit 8,
Bible Truth 4




About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N

. agi>

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2.The Story Scenes Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief summary of the
story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a simple way by using
only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives“Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.

256



Big Question 8, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts P1
Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV

Bible Truth 4 Concept: God Will Never Stop Loving His People
Our love for others changes. Sometimes we love others a lot. Sometimes we don’t love them very much.

But God’s love for His people is not like that. God’s love for His people never changes. God loved His people
before they loved Him or even knew Him. He paid for their sins through Jesus’ perfect life, when He suffered
and died on the cross. He adopts them as His people, when they turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior. Nothing will ever stop God from loving His people! They are bound in love to Him through Jesus,
and that is a love that will never, ever end! We can become God'’s people when we turn away from our sins and
trustin Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Hosea 2:19, ESV

“I will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and
in mercy.”

Learn a Little: “l will betroth you to me forever... in love.”

Meaning

To be betrothed to someone is to make a special promise to love them always. Men and women in Bible times
used to make special betrothal promises to each other before they got married.

In the Bible, God tells us that He betroths Himself to His people. That means He promises to always love them. He
will always be faithful to them. He will always love and care for them. He will always be righteous and just in how
He treats them--that means He will always love His people by doing the right thing. He will never do anything evil
or treat them badly. He will always show them mercy and treat them with tenderness and kindness.

The Bible also tells us that at the end of time, all of God’s people will live with God forever. Jesus will be like the
bridegroom who greets his bride on his wedding day with great joy and begins his life with the one he loves.
There will never be anything better than this life with God!

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You love them with a love that will never, ever
end.

C God, You offer us a love that will never end, but many times, we choose to not love You. We choose to live life
our own way, even if it means breaking Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You that all who put their trust in You can rest in
Your love forever.

S God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us
to love You and help us to know Your love. Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever. In Jesus'name,
we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 4 Story

The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop

1& 2 Samuel, Psalms 16, 23
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p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 4

Big Q & A8 Song

Big Question 8 Song: What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?

Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV

Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks 1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV

Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain

Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: | Will Betroth You to Me Hosea 2:19, ESV

Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: Even to Your Old Age Isaiah 46:4,9,11, ESV

Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: For He Chose Us Ephesians 1:4-5, HCSB

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

258



Bible Story for Big Question 8, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons oy takeout P
The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop . ?'“:"?

1& 2 Samuel, Psalms 16, 23

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop. Here is your listening assignment... “ Read
from Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to find out:

1. Who was the One who would not stop loving David?

2. Why was it surprising that He would not stop loving him?

Detective Dan'’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is Hosea 2:19, ESV:

“I will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in
mercy.”

| need to find out:
1. Who did the LORD love with this kind of unstoppable love in our story?
2. How did the LORD show His love and compassion to this person?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

They are: A harp, a very tall man, a butterfly, a son named Absalom, a cake, and a cave.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in our story?
2. Who asked God to forgive his sins? Who sang praises to God?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan'’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”’

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop 7 &2 Samuel, Psalms 16, 23

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Our story today is about one of the most famous people in the whole Bible. Let me tell you some of the
good things he is famous for. Maybe you can guess his name.

When this man was just a boy, he took care of his father’s sheep. He made up many beautiful songs about
God. He sang them and played them on his harp as he watched the sheep. This boy was a very good and
very brave shepherd. He even fought off lions and bears with his sling and sometimes with his bare hands!

A few years later, this young man faced a giant soldier named Goliath. Goliath was threatening the armies
of Israel and shouting out terrible things about the LORD. All the soldiers of Israel were too scared to fight
Goliath, but not this young man. With his sling and one, smooth stone, the LORD helped him fight Goliath
and win. King Saul saw how brave he was and made him one of his greatest soldiers!

This young man grew up to be a great king, himself. He took good care of the people of Israel for many
years. He captured the beautiful city of Jerusalem and built a fine palace there. How God blessed the
people of Israel through this man!

But even though life was so good, this man never forgot the LORD. He kept writing songs to the LORD. He
sang them and he shared them with other people to sing, too. Sometimes thousands of people would sing
his songs as they gathered together to worship the LORD. Many of his songs are written down in the Bible,
God'’s Word, and we still enjoy reading them and singing them today.
Can you guess the name of this very famous Bible man? | bet you can!

Can you guess?

His name was David! And yes, he was a man who did many good things, even great things.

But did you know that David was also a man who suffered some very sad things, too? David had many
enemies who tried to kill him, including King Saul, the very king David had once served so faithfully. Saul
was jealous of David and wanted him dead. He and his soldiers chased David for years, trying to kill him,
even though David never did anything wrong to him.

And, don’t think David never did anything bad, because he did. He was a sinner just like the rest of us!
When David became king, he saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba and he took her to be his. But
Bathsheba was already the wife of Uriah, one of his bravest, most faithful soldiers. David made a tricky
plan to getrid of Uriah, so he could hide what he had done. He had Uriah killed in a fierce battle, so it would
look like it was an accident! Then, David took Bathsheba to be his own wife. This was all very bad.

One of David’s greatest sadnesses came from his son, Absalom. Absalom turned against David. Absalom
made a tricky plan to get rid of David, so he could be king in David’s place. Absalom turned many of the
people against David, too. David had to run away from his palace in Jerusalem and hide in the wilderness.
Many people wept as David left Jerusalem; but others, like Shimei, called David bad names, and even
threw rocks at him.

David and his friends camped out in the dry, lonely wilderness, so Absalom’s men wouldn’t find him. David

did go back to be king in Jerusalem again, but only after Absalom had been killed. How sad David was!
How David loved Absalom and missed him, even though he had treated David so terribly!
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Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

So, yes, David WAS a man who did many good, even great things. But David was also a man who suffered
some very sad things, and even did some very bad things.

But there is something else you need to know about David. Something that was more important than all
these other things. It was the WHY behind all those great, good things that David did. And, it was HOW
David made it through all those bad and sad things.

The WHY and HOW behind them all was Someone who loved David. WHO do you think it was?

Can you guess?

It was the LORD! The LORD loved David so much! And it was His great love for David that gave David the
courage to fight off lions and bears. It was God’s great love for David that gave him the courage to face
the fierce giant, Goliath. And, it was God’s great love that helped David to care for the people of Israel as
their king, and made David want to sing all those beautiful songs about God. Yes, the LORD’s great love for
David was behind all the great and good things that David did.

But, what happened to God’s great love for David when David did those bad things and went through all
those sad things? Did it go away? No, it did not. God’s love for David never stopped. He kept on loving
David and kept on helping him, even then.

In His great love for David, the LORD sent the prophet Nathan to help David see his sins, turn away from
them, and ask for forgiveness. Do you think the LORD forgave David?

What do you think?

Yes, He did!

And, it was God'’s great love that comforted David when King Saul tried to kill him. God provided David
with everything he needed, all those years when he had to hide from Saul and his soldiers. And, it was
God'’s love for David that later protected him from Absalom and the others who wanted to kill him.

Yes, God’s love for David was WHY David did ALL the great, good things he did. And, it was HOW David
made it through ALL the bad and sad things.

But God'’s great love for David did something else, too. His love filled David’s heart with great love for... Can
you guess who?

Can you guess?

For God! No wonder he sang to the LORD so many songs!

When LORD protected David from Saul and his soldiers, David sang: “l love you, O LORD. You are my
strength. You will deliver me and save me from my enemies. | praise Your name!” (from Psalm 18:1-3)
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Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

And, when the LORD used Nathan to show David his sin, David sang: “Have mercy on me, O God, according
to your steadfast love, take away my sins... Deliver me, my God, my Savior, and | will sing aloud of your
perfect goodness. | will praise you!” (from Psalm 51:1-2,14)

And even when Absalom tried to kill him, David sang to God, out in the wilderness: “O LORD, how many
are my enemies! Many are saying You will not save me. But you, O LORD, are a shield about me. You hear
my prayers and You will take care of me. | will not be afraid of many thousands of people who have set
themselves against me all around me. You will rescue me from my enemies. You will save me!” (from Psalm
3)

Yes, the LORD filled David’s heart with songs of love for Him.

So, every day of David’s life—in the great and good times, and even the bad and sad times—David praised
the LORD for His great love for him. It was a love that never stopped.

But most of all, David looked forward to the day when God’s greatest promise to him and all of God’s
people will come true. David sang about it, too. Do you know what that greatest promise is?

Do you know what it is?

God'’s greatest promise is to bring His people home to live with Him forever. Then, at last, they will enjoy
God’s love for them in the closest, most wonderful ways. That’s why David sang:“Surely the LORD will show
me goodness and mercy all the days of my life, and | will go to live with Him forever.” (from Psalm 23:6)

For David knew the same thing that we are learning today: God’s love for His people is more than they
could ever deserve. It goes on and on. God will never stop loving His people. This was the most wonderful
thing that David could think of. And, it’s what he, along with all of God’s people who have already died, is
enjoying right now, and will keep on enjoying forever.

We can enjoy God’s amazing, unending love, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior. This is how we become God'’s people. Ask Him to help you!
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P5

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. Who was the One who would not stop loving
David? The LORD.

2. Why was it surprising that He would not stop
loving him? Because David did some very bad things
that broke God's law.

For You and Me:

Like David, we, too, are sinners. We do not deserve
God'’s love. We deserve His punishment. How sad! But
the great news is that God offers to forgive our sins and
make us His people when we turn from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior. Like David, we can know
God and His great love forever!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is: Hosea 2:19, ESV:

“I will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me
in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in
mercy.’

1. Who did the LORD love with this kind of
unstoppable love in our story? David.

2. How did the LORD show His love and compassion
to this person? He helped David do the good things
that David did. He helped David see that he was a sinner
and turn away from his sins when he did bad things.
He took care of David through all the sad times, too. He
never stopped loving David throughout his whole life.

For You and Me

David knew the LORD’s unstoppable love and so can
we! How? By turning away from our sins and trusting
in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become God'’s
dearly-loved people forever!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a harp, a very tall man, a butterfly, a
son named Absalom, a cake, and a cave.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The harp, the very tall man, Absalom and the cave
belong in the story. The butterfly and the cake do not.
2. Who asked God to forgive his sins? Who sang
praises to God? David asked God to forgive his sins.
David sang praises to God for all of His unfailing love.

For You and Me:

David knew the LORD’s unstoppable love and so can
we! How? By turning away from our sins and trusting
in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become God'’s
dearly-loved people forever!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Will Never Stop Loving His People!

Why does God keep on loving His people this way, even
though they are all sinners who have rebelled against
Him? It is because of Jesus!

God sent Jesus to live the perfect life that we should
have lived, but never did. On the cross, Jesus gave His
perfect life as the full payment for the sins of God's
people so they could be forgiven and know special
closeness with God as their Heavenly Father.

On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, proving He
had really beaten sin and death for them, once and for
all! That's why God loves His people, even though they
are sinners. And that’s why His love for His people will
go on forever and ever. Jesus paid it all!

How wonderful it is to be one of God’s people, forever
loved by Him! You and me, we can know God’s forever
love, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. God will forgive our sins, too, and
we will enjoy wonderful special closeness with God as
His special people, now and forever.

Close in prayer.
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Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your
people. You love them with a love that will never,
ever end.

C God, You offer us a love that will never end, but
many times, we choose to not love You. We choose
to live life our own way, even if it means breaking
Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior.
Thank You that all who put their trust in You can
rest in Your love forever.

S God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Help us to love You and help us to know Your love.
Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever.

In Jesus’'name, we pray. Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 8:

What Is God'’s Love for His People Like?
and the Answer is:
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Meaning:

God has a special people He loves. They come from all over the world.
They've lived in every time --from long ago, all the way up to today.
And there are millions and millions of them!

There is nothing better than being one of God’s special people! God
has adopted them as His children. He promises to love and care for
them always. He gives them special closeness with Him in their heart;
and one day when they die, they will go to live with Him forever.

God'’s people know His love for them is more than they could ever
deserve.They know God didn’t make them His special people because
they were so good. They are sinners who have disobeyed His good
laws, just like everyone else. God just loves them just because He loves
them.

God’s love for His people is the biggest love there will ever be. It's so
big that God sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer and die on the cross to pay
for their sins. That was the only way they could become His people.
You and | can become God'’s people when we turn away from our sins

and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 8 Song

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 12
(Adapted version of “Baa. Baa. Black Sheep”)

What is God'’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?
What is God'’s love for His people like?

More than they could ever deserve!

DDD 8 Big Question Picture--Back

266



S & | CH#

214

noapy  [DNSIA

L 3 4

uoi4--syani] s|qig ||y un 8 aad

<0

OA0] S,P095 Jnog SYINJ] JNO :suowsano oig

267



This Unit’s Bible Truths

“It's More than They Could Ever Deserve”is agood beginning,
but there’s so more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down
even deeper for more answers to our Big Question about
God. We're going to be learning FOUR Bible truths that all
tell us more about God’s love for His people.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our four Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the four truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned three truths about God’s love for His
people. They are: “God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them’,
“God Always Takes Care of Them”; and, “God Uses Their
Sadnesses for Good.” (point to pictures as you identify each
Bible Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and
see if we can figure out which of these four truths we will be
learning about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big
Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 8 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Will Never ???? Loving His People!

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What is the opposite of “go”? It starts with
the letter “S”and it rhymes with “hop.”

I U

Can you guess? It’s “stop.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:

(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“What Is God’s Love for His People Like?

It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...
God Will Never STOP Loving His People!

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

Our love for others changes. Sometimes we love others a
lot. Sometimes we don’t love them very much.

But God’s love for His people is not like that. God’s love for
His people never changes. God loved His people before they
loved Him or even knew Him. He paid for their sins through
Jesus’ perfect life, when He suffered and died on the cross.
He adopts them as His people, when they turn away from
their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. Nothing will ever
stop God from loving His people! They are bound in love to
Him through Jesus, and that is a love that will never, ever
end! We can become God’s people when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 8, Bible Truth 4--Back
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Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Hosea 2:19 tells us:

Hosea 2:19, ESV
“Iwillbetrothyoutomeforever.lwillbetrothyoutomeinrighteousness
and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.”

Learn a Little: “I will betroth you to me forever... in steadfast love”

What does that mean?

To be betrothed to someone is to make a special promise to love them
always. Men and women in Bible times used to make special betrothal
promises to each other before they got married.

In the Bible, God tells us that He betroths Himself to His people. That
means He promises to always love them. He will always be faithful
to them. He will always love and care for them. He will always be
righteous and just in how He treats them--that means He will always
love His people by doing the right thing. He will never do anything
evil or treat them badly. He will always show them mercy and treat
them with tenderness and kindness.

The Bible also tells us that at the end of time, all of God’s people will
live with God forever. Jesus will be like the bridegroom who greets his
bride on his wedding day with great joy and begins his life with the
one he loves. There will never be anything better than this life with
God!

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

| Will Betroth You to Me:
Hosea 219, ESV

DDD ESV Songs 8, track 29

| will betroth you to me forever,
| will betroth you to me forever,
In righteousness and justice,

In steadfast love and mercy.

| will betroth you to me forever,
| will betroth you to me forever,
Hosea Two, nineteen.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let’s see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out.

Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 8.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop.”

| need to find out:

l. Who was the One who would not stop loving David?
AND

2. Why was it surprising that He would not stop loving
him?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Who was the One who would not stop loving David? The LORD.

2. Why was it surprising that He would not stop loving him? Because
David did some very bad things that broke God’s law.

For You and Me:

Like David, we, too, are sinners. We do not deserve God’s love. We deserve
His punishment. How sad! But the great news is that God offers to forgive
our sins and make us His people when we turn from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Like David, we can know God and His great love forever!

DDD 8.4 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop.”

Our Bible verse is Hosea 219, ESV

“l will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me
in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in
mercy.”

| need to find out:

l. Who did the LORD love with this kind of unstoppdable love
in our story?

AND

2. How did the LORD show His love and compassion to this
person?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: Hosea 2:19, ESV
“I' will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness
and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.”’

1. Who did the LORD love with this kind of unstoppable love in our
story? David.

2. How did the LORD show His love and compassion to this person? He
helped David do the good things that David did. He helped David see that
he was a sinner and turn away from his sins when he did bad things. He took
care of David through all the sad times, too. He never stopped loving David
throughout his whole life.

For You and Me:

David knew the LORD'’s unstoppable love and so can we! How? By turning
away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become
God’s dearly-loved people forever!

DDD 8.4 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Defectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: a harp, a very fall man, a butterfly, a son
named Absalom, a cake, and a cave.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. Who asked God fo forgive his sins? Who sang
praises to God?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures/Story Scenes as
you tell it. At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in
answering them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our six clues were: a harp, a very tall man, a butterfly, a son named
Absalom, a cake, and a cave.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The harp, the very tall man, Absalom and the cave belong in the story. The
butterfly and the cake do not.

2. Who asked God to forgive his sins? Who sang praises to God? David
asked God to forgive his sins. David sang praises to God for all of His unfailing
love.

For You and Me:

David knew the LORD’s unstoppable love and so can we! How? By turning
away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become
God’s dearly-loved people forever!

DDD 8.4 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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l. Our story today is about one of the most famous people in the
whole Bible. Let me tell you some of the good things he is famous
for. Maybe you can guess his name.
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2. When this man was just a boy, he took care of his father’s sheep.
He made up many beautiful songs about God. He sang them and
played them on his harp as he watched the sheep.

This boy was a very good and very brave shepherd. He fought
off lions and bears with his sling, and sometimes, even with his
bare hands!
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3. A few yearrs later, this young man faced a giant soldier named
Goliath.

Goliath was threatening the armies of Israel and shouting out terrible
things about the LORD. All the soldiers of Israel were foo scared to
fight Goliath, but not this young man. With his sling and one, smooth
stone, the LORD helped him fight Goliath and win!

King Saul saw how brave he was and made him one of his most
important soldiers.
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4. This young man grew up to be a great king, himself. He took good
care of the people of Israel for many years. He captured the
beautiful city of Jerusalem and built a fine palace there.

How God blessed the people of Israel through this man!
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5. But even though life was so good, this man never forgot the LORD.
He kept writing songs to the LORD. He sang them and he shared
them with other people fo sing, too.

Sometimes thousands of people would sing his songs as they
gathered together fo worship the LORD. Many of his songs are
written down in the Bible, God's Word, and we sfill enjoy reading
them and singing them today. (They are cadlled the Psalms.)
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6. Can you guess the name of this very famous Bible man? | bet you
can!

His name was David! And yes, he was a man who did many good
things, even great things.
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1. But did you know that David was also a man who suffered some
very sad things, foo?

David had many enemies who tried to kill him, including King Saul,
the very king David had once served so faithfully. Saul was jealous
of David and wanted him dead. He and his soldiers chased David
for years, trying to kill him, even though David never did anything
wrong to him.
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8. And, don't think David never did anything bad, because he did. He
was d sinner just like the rest of us.

When David became king, he saw a beautfiful woman named
Bathsheba and he took her fo be his. But Bathsheba was dlready
the wife of Uriah, one of David's bravest, most faithful soldiers.

David made a tricky plan to get rid of Uriah, so he could hide what
he had done. David had Uriah killed in a fierce battle, so it would
look like it was an accident. Then, David took Bathsheba to be his
own wife. What ferribly bad things David did!
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4. One of David's greatest sadnesses came from his son, Absalom.

Absalom turned against David. He made a tricky plan to get rid of
David, so he could be king in David's place. Absalom turned many
of the people against David, foo. David had to run away from his
palace in Jerusalem and hide.

Many people wept as David left Jerusalem, but others, like Shimei
called David bad names and even threw rocks at him.
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0. David and his friends camped out in the dry, lonely wilderness,
so Absalom’s men wouldn't find him. David did go back to be king in
Jerusalem again, but only after Absalom had been killed. How sad
David was! How David loved Absalom and missed him, even though
he had treated David so terribly!

So, yes, David WAS aman who did many good, even great things. But
David was also a man who did some very bad things, and suffered
some very sad things.
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. But there is something else you need fo know about David.
Something that was more important than all these other things. It

was the WHY behind dll those great, good things that David did. And,
it was HOW David made it through dll those bad and sad things.

The WHY and HOW behind them dll was Someone who loved David.
WHO do you think it was?
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12. It was the LORD! The LORD loved David so much!
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13. It was God's great love for David that gave David the courage
fo fight off lions and bears. It was God's great love for David that
gave him thea courage to face the fierce giant, Goliath. And, it was
God's great love that helped David to care for the people of Israel
as their king. No wonder David wanted to sing dll those beautiful
songs fo the LORD!

Yes, the LORD's great love for David was behind adll the great and
good things that David did.
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. But, what happened to God's great love for David when David
did those bad things and went through dll those sad things? Did it
go away?

No, it did not. God's love for David never sfopped. He kept on loving
David and kept on helping him, even then. In His great love for David,
the LORD sent the prophet Nathan to help David see his sins, turn
away from them, and ask for forgiveness. Do you think the LORD
forgave David?

Yes, He did!
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5. It was God's great love that comfortfed David when King Saul tried
fo kill him. God provided David with everything he needed, dll those
years when he had to hide from Saul and his soldiers.

And, it was God's love for David that later protected him from
Absalom and the others who wanted to Kill him.
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6. Yes, God's love for David was WHY David did ALL the great, good
things he did. And, it was HOW David made it through ALL the bad
and sad things.

But God's great love for David did something else, foo. God's love
filed David's heart with great love for.. Can you guess who? For
God! No wonder David sang so many songs to the LORD!
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I7. When LORD protected David from Saul and his soldiers, David sang:
“l love you, O LORD. You are my strength. You will deliver me and save
me from my enemies. | praise Your name!" (from Psalm [8:-3)

And, when the LORD used Nathan fo show David his sin, David sang:
“Have mercy on me, 0 God, according to your steadfast love, fake
away my sins... Deliver me, my God, my Savior, and | will sing aloud
of your perfect goodness. | will praise you!” (from Psalm 5I:-2|4)
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I8. And even when Absalom tried fo kill him, David sang fo God, out
in the wilderness: “0 LORD, how many are my enemies! Many are
saying You will not save me. But you, O LORD, are a shield about
me. You hear my prayers and You will fake care of me. | will not
be afraid of many thousands of people who have set themselves
against me all around me. You will rescue me from my enemies. You
will save me!" (from Psalm 3)
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I9. Yes, the LORD filled David's heart with songs of love for Him. So,
every day of David's life --in the great and good times, and even
the bad and sad times-- David praised the LORD for His great love
for him. It was a love that never sfopped.

And, David looked forward fo the day when God's greatest promise
fo him and dll of God's people will come true. David sang about it,
foo. Do you know what that greatest promise is?

322



¢Sl asiwoud Jsapoadb Jby Joym mouy hoA o( ‘oo} ‘I jnogp Bubs pIAb( ‘anJd) awod |im ajdoad
S,p09 JO [P pub wiy o} asiwoud jsajpadb spog usym Abp sy} o} pIoMUoS PaYNOO| PIAD( ‘PuUy

‘paddojs JaAau Joyj aA0] b SoMm J| “WIY JOJ SA0]

Joadb sIiH 404 @07 24! pasiodd piabg --Sauwlly poSs puUb pod 3y} UaAs pub ‘sawly poob pub joaJb ay}

u-- 93 spIARQ Jo Abp AJaAs ‘05 "WIH 403 BA0] Fo sBuos Yim Jaoay spiag Pajid 0T 34} 'SeA bl

323



20. God's greatest promise is to bring His people home fo live with
Him forever.

Then, at last, they will enjoy God's love for them in the closest, most
wonderful ways. That's why David sang: “Surely the LORD will show
me goodness and mercy dll the days of my life, and | will go fo live
with Him forever.” (from Psclm 23:6)
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2l. For David knew the same thing that we are learning foday: God's
love for His people is more than they could ever deserve. It goes
on and on. God will never stop loving His people. This was the most
wonderful thing that David could think of. And, it's what he, along
with all of God's people who have dlready died, is enjoying right
now, and will keep on enjoying forever.

We can enjoy God's amazing, unending love, foo, if we turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how we become
God's people. Ask Him to help youl
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DDD 8.4 Simple Story Scenes
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Big Question Box/Briefcase

What You Want

The Big Question Briefcase is a briefcase or other container with these characteristics:

« Ideally, this should be around 17" x 12", but needs to be at least big enough to fit a 8 12" x 11" sheets of paper
inside it.

«  Have various pockets to put these sheets in

« Isattractive or curious looking to preschoolers

«  Not necessary, but extremely fun, if is has a combination lock

Finding a Briefcase:

You can certainly buy one new, but you always may find a used one at a thrift shop. Or, someone may have one
they want to donate. We use one that stores valuables in it and is the 17”x12" size. Very durable and has the lock
feature that the kids love.

You also can move away from the briefcase idea and use a little trunk or other box for your substitute briefcase.
Just change the name to the Big Question Box, if you use a box instead. A boot box or the cardboard box that 10
reams of copy paper comes in is a great size, if you are using a box.

If you use a box, but want a lock-like feature, that's easy to do. Simply cut “straps” out of felt or vinyl and glue in
place to the top and bottom sides of the box on one side, with the top strap overlapping the bottom straps. Add
velcro to the top and bottom pieces so that they meet and fasten. Make back “hinges” for the box with the felt/
vinyl straps, too. Or, you can simply add a belt around the box that has to be unfastened before the box can be
opened.

Here are some suggestions for decorating a box or even the outside of your briefcase to make it appealing.

Supplies

Your box/briefcase

Plain white contact paper or white cardstock
Colorful wrapping paper

Glitter glue

Markers

Sequins, fake jewels, buttons, rick rack, etc.
Other decorating supplies

Stickers

Glue

Clear packing tape

Directions

1. If you are using a box that has wording on it, you will first need to make plain surfaces for decorating and a
hinge for the lid. Stick the white contact paper or white cardstock to each side of the box. On the other hand, you
can also use colorful wrapping paper. Then, make a lid by sticking the clear packing tape along one long side of
the box, attaching the lid to the box.

2. Use the craft decorating supplies to decorate the box. If desired, you can put a big question mark on top of

the box, but remember that you are working with two and three year olds: the question mark symbol is not very
meaningful to them yet.
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Making a Flannelgraph Storyboard

for use in story-telling and in playing the story review games

Use this board to place your story scenes as you tell it.

Supplies

AT LEAST a 24" x 36" foam board, cardboard, or even an old whiteboard

Large piece of neutral-colored felt to cover your board with extra to overlap over to the back, if desired.
Glue gun and glue sticks

Directions
1. Center felt on front side of board. Turn over. Secure in place with glue.

Making Durable Story Scene Pictures
for use in story-telling and in playing the story review games

Whether you purchase the Deep Down Detectives Story Scene pictures from Amazon or print them off the website
(included in the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book), you will want to find some way to make them more
durable. They are used not only as a part of telling the story, but are integral in the story review games. Here's how
we make ours durable enough to be used over and over again.

Supplies

Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book (purchased or downloaded)

White cardstock or printer paper (if downloading pictures)

Sticky-back velcro, circles or cut pieces; or sticky tac putty

Laminator or Self-laminating sheets or Sturdy Sheet Protectors, preferably the “Secure Top” kind, like offered by
Avery

Directions
1. Purchase from Amazon or download and print out the Story Scenes.

2. Carefully remove pages from book (if purchased a hard copy).
3. Laminate the figures.

4. If using a flannelgraph board: Stick a few pieces of sticky backed velcro (ROUGH SIDE) onto the back of each
Story Scene.

If using sticky tack and whiteboard: simply stick a small amount of sticky tack on the back of each Story Scene in
a few places when using it. Remove and store sticky tack in airtight container.
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The Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder

This is a homemade folder that looks (kinda) like the cover of a Bible. You will use this to put the Bible verse, the
Bible Story and storyboard pictures to help make the point that the truths you are teaching them come from the
Bible.

Supplies

1 piece of 22" x 28" posterboard (white is fine. Green or brown is nice)

Glue

Stapler and staples or packing tape

The Bible Cover pictures (see online with resources for this unit or from the back of each Deep Down Detectives
Visual Aids book.)

NOTE: The Bible Cover pictures included in the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids books cannot be created larger
than 8.5" x 11”. That means that they will be under-sized for a Bible Folder of the dimensions you are making.
However, you can go online to the Deep Down Detectives curriculum and there is a pdf of a bigger version of
these covers that will actually fit the size of this Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder.

Directions
1. Lay out poster board with long side along the bottom.

2. Fold in 2" on each side.

3. Take packing tape and tape the folded in 2" flaps to the main section of the posterboard, all the way down.
3. Fold up 8 1/2" on the bottom of the poster board.

4. Use packing tape to tape this flap in place, all the way down.

5. Take scissors and snip through the tape where the flap is attached to the folder. This will give you a bit more
room in the folder.

6. Fold the poster board in the middle to make the center fold.
7. Cut out the Bible Cover Pictures. If possible, laminate these. They will last longer.

8.. Glue the two cover pieces to the outside of the folder.

28" side

22"side

81/2"
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