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There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever 
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at 
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out  the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of 
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans, 
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units. 

Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit
This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful 
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the 
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is 
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for 
each volume
This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard 
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with 
storyboards at least 24” x 36” in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for 
each volume
This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful 
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are 
for use with storyboards 36” x 48” in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

•	 Hide ‘n’ Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5’s)
•	 Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6’s; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
•	 PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5’s-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and 
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths 
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at: 
www.praisefactory.org.

Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum
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UNIT OVERVIEW

God has a special people He loves. They come from all over the world. They’ve lived in every time --from 
long ago, all the way up to today. And there are millions and millions of them! 

There is nothing better than being one of God’s special people! God has adopted them as His children. He 
promises to love and care for them always. He gives them special closeness with Him in their heart; and one 
day when they die, they will go to live with Him forever. 

God’s people know His love for them is more than they could ever deserve. They know God didn’t make 
them His special people because they were so good. They are sinners who have disobeyed His good laws, 
just like everyone else. God just loves them just because He loves them. 

God’s love for His people is the biggest love there will ever be. It’s so big that God sent His Son, Jesus, to suf-
fer and die on the cross to pay for their sins. That was the only way they could become His people. You and I 
can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

In this unit we will learn four truths about God’s love.

UNIT BIBLE VERSE: 1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV
“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”   

BIG QUESTION UNDER INVESTIGATION: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
         ANSWER: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

OPTIONAL Big Question 8 INTRODUCTION LESSON (Use Hide ‘n’ Seek Kids Unit 8 Material) 
Story:  The Case of the Eager Enemy’s End    Acts 7-9  
Bible Verse: 1 Chronicles 16:34 

	 BIBLE TRUTH 1: God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Costly Children
Exodus 24, Jeremiah 25, Isaiah 9,42,43,49, Ezekiel 37, Daniel 9, Zechariah 8-14
Bible Verse: 1 John 4:10

	 BIBLE TRUTH 2: God Always Takes Care of Them (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Woman Who Didn’t See   Ruth
Bible Verse: Psalm 23:1-3,6

	 BIBLE TRUTH 3: God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good (3 Lessons Available)
Story: The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good   John 8-10
Bible Verse: Romans 8:28-29

	 BIBLE TRUTH 4: God Will Never Stop Loving His People 
                (3 Lessons Available)

Story: The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop  1 & 2 Samuel, Psalm 16,23
Bible Verse: Hosea 2:19

Unit 8: The God Who Loves



6

Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8 Track Numbers          
This is a listing of all songs mentioned in the unit curriculum. You may or may not choose to use all of the songs. They are listed in easy-
reference order--NOT in the order used in the curriculum. 

You may choose to simply burn a CD/load them onto an mp3 device in this order. Or, you may want to do what we do: choose the songs 
we want to use and create a play list of them in that order. Then, we burn a CD/upload the play list onto an mp3 device. A teacher only 
has to click forward to the next song, instead of hunting for the right track. The track number have been included as part of the title of 
each song, so teachers will still have a reference to the track number listed in the curriculum (same as those listed below),  even if you 
change the order on your customized play list.

SONGS USED EVERY UNIT OF THE CURRICULUM
  1  The Classroom Song v.1
  2  The Classroom Song v.2
  3  The Classroom Song v.3 
  4  The Classroom Song v.4 
  5  Deep Down Detectives Theme Song
  6  The Classroom Rules Song
  7  Let’s Pray Song
  8  The Big Question Box Song
  9  The Bible Chant Song
10  ACTS Prayer Song (Short Version)
11  ACTS Prayer Song (Full Version)

UNIT 8: THE GOD WHO LOVES
12  Big Q & A 8 Song 
13  Big Question 8 Song: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
14  Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Oh, Give Thanks   1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV (full version)
15  Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Oh, Give Thanks   1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV (short version)
16  Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks  1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV (different version)
17  Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord   Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
18  Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
19  Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good

What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It’s More Than They Could Ever Deserve...

Bible Truth 1: God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them 
20  Bible Verse: This Is Love    1 John 4:10, ESV
21  Extra Song: God’s One, Big Plan
22  Extra Bible Verse: The LORD Is Good to All  Psalm 145:9,13,15-16, ESV
23  Extra Bible Verse: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16, ESV

Bible Truth 2: God Always Takes Care of Them
24  Bible Verse: The LORD Is My Shepherd    Psalm 23:1-6, ESV
25   Extra Bible Verse: Who Shall Separate Us  Romans 8:35, 37-39, ESV
26   Extra Bible Verse: If God Is for Us Romans 8:31-32,35,38-39, ESV (different version)

Bible Truth 3: God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good
27  Bible Verse: And We Know     Romans 8:28-29, ESV
28  Extra Bible Verse: All Things     Romans 8:28-29, ESV

Bible Truth 4: God Will Never Stop Loving His People
29  Bible Verse: I Will Betroth You to Me    Hosea 2:19, ESV
30  Extra Bible Verse: Even to Your Old Age  Isaiah 46:4,9,11, ESV
31  Extra Bible Verse: For He Chose Us  Ephesians 1:4-5, HCSB

Why the Extra Songs?
Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum used by 
a wide age-span of kids. Sometimes one of the 
other songs is a better fit for your kids. Or, you 
may simply want to teach them more songs on 
the same Bible Truth. Use as many or as few as 
you want.

listen to or download songs for free at https://
praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives
Music page 
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 8, 
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DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God’s Love for His People Like? 
                                                                    It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”    
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV

Bible Truth 1 Concept: God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them

All people have rebelled against God and have broken His laws. All have chosen to do things their own way, 
instead of God’s way. Their hearts should be full of love for God; but instead, their hearts are dead and empty 
of love for God and His good ways. That’s why all people deserve God’s punishment for their sins. They deserve 
to be separated from Him forever. How sad!

But God is so kind and merciful! He chose to save sinners, like you and me, even though we did not deserve 
it. Yes, God chose to love sinners, even though their hearts were so dead and empty of love for Him. And He 
didn’t just love them a little bit. He loved them a lot! He loved them so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live 
and perfect life and give it up as the full payment for their sins when He suffered and died on the cross. On the 
third day, Jesus rose from the dead, proving He had really done it! He had redeemed sinners, so that they could 
become God’s special people—His, dearly-loved, adopted children forever! We can be God’s special people, 
too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Hasn’t God loved us so much through Jesus!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: 1 John 4:10, ESV

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.”

Learn a Little: “[God] sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  

Meaning

We are all sinners who have rebelled against God, yet God chose to love us, and to love us in the deepest way 
possible! He sent Jesus to save us. Yes, God sent His dearly-loved Son to earth to be the propitiation for our sins. 
He was the atoning sacrifice that would pay for our sins and satisfy God’s judgment against us. Jesus would live 
a perfect life, then offer it up as the full payment that would bring the forgiveness we needed. And He chose to 
do this while we still were rebelling against Him! How wonderful is this free gift of God! How deep is His love! 
This atoning sacrifice is for us, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer
We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You were filled with love for them before they 
loved You or knew You!

God, we should be filled with love for You and Your good ways, but so many times we are not. We need a 
Savior!

Thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for loving sinners, 
even before they loved You. Thank You for making the way for them to be saved through Jesus.

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Give us 
new hearts full of love for You. Help us to become Your people. In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Costly Children
Exodus 24, Jeremiah 25, Isaiah 9,42,43,49, Ezekiel 37, Daniel 9, Zechariah 8-14

A

C

T

S

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                                            
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 1 

Big Q & A 8 Song 
Big Question 8 Song: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks   1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV 
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks  1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord   Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good
Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: This Is Love    1 John 4:10, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 1 Song: God’s One, Big Plan
Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: The LORD Is Good to All  Psalm 145:9,13,15-16, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts                                                              p.2
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1. The LORD gathered the people of Israel near big M
t. Sinai and 

spoke to them
: 

“I have loved you and rescued you from
 your enem

ies. I w
ant to 

be your God. I w
ant you to be m

y dearly loved people,” He told 
them

. “I w
ant us to m

ake a covenant together. I w
ant to m

ake big, big 
prom

ises w
ith you, sealed w

ith blood. Prom
ises that m

ust be kept. 
“Do or die” prom

ises,” the LORD explained. 
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2. “I w
ant to give you M

y big prom
ise to alw

ays take care of you 
and give you m

any good things,” the LORD told the people through 
M

oses. “I w
ant to give you hom

es in your ow
n, very special land. A

 
place w

here you can w
orship M

e and live happily. I w
ill get rid of all 

your enem
ies, so you don’t have to w

orry about them
 again,” the 

LORD told the people. 

“But, I w
ant you to m

ake M
e a big prom

ise, too,” the LORD told them
. 

“A
 prom

ise to love M
e and keep all of M

y good law
s,” He said. 
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3. W
hat w

ould the people of Israel say? W
hat w

ould they do? Did 
they w

ant the LORD to be their God? Did they w
ant Him

 to take care 
of them

 and give them
 all these good things? Did they w

ant to be 
His dearly-loved people? 

Yes, they did! They w
anted the LORD to m

ake His covenant w
ith them

. 
A

nd they w
anted these prom

ises to be “Do or die” prom
ises, sealed 

in blood. W
hat a w

onderful life He w
as offering them

!
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4. A
hh, but there w

as also the OTHER question they had to ask 
them

selves: did THEY w
ant to m

ake a covenant w
ith the LORD? 

Did THEY w
ant to prom

ise to love Him
 and to keep His good law

s? 
Rem

em
ber: their prom

ises w
ere covenant prom

ises, too. They w
ere 

also “Do or Die,” sealed-w
ith-blood prom

ises w
hich M

UST be kept.  

Did they w
ant to m

ake THAT kind of prom
ise to the LORD? W

hat do 
you think?
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5. Yes, they did! The LORD loved them
. His law

s w
ere good. W

hy 
w

ould they NOT w
ant to m

ake this covenant prom
ise w

ith Him
?! So 

they said to the LORD, 

“Yes, yes, yes! W
e w

ill be Your dearly loved people! W
e w

ill keep all 
of Your good law

s. W
e w

ill m
ake a covenant w

ith You—our “Do or 
Die” prom

ise. W
e w

ant You to be our God!” they told the LORD. 
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6. So, the LORD and the people m
ade a covenant together. 

M
oses built an altar at the base of the m

ountain and set up tw
elve, 

stone tow
ers-- one for each of the tw

elve, fam
ily groups am

ong 
the people. Tw

elve, young m
en brought tw

elve large, w
orship gifts 

to offer to the LORD. Everyone listened as M
oses read the LORD’s 

prom
ises and law

s to the people. Blood w
as sprinkled on the altar 

and on the people. 

“W
e w

ill do everything the LORD has said. W
e w

ill obey Him
 and keep 

the covenant… w
e w

ill do or die,” the people prom
ised. The covenant 

w
as m

ade. The LORD w
as their God, and they w

ere His people.
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7. The LORD kept all of His covenant w
ith His people --every one of 

His big, “Do or Die” prom
ises. 

He gave them
 a special land to live in. He gave them

 their ow
n hom

es. 
He gave them

 fields full of good food and lots of children. He told 
them

 how
 to build a special w

orship place so they could m
eet w

ith 
Him

. A
nd, He protected them

 from
 their enem

ies.
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8. But w
hat about the people of Israel? Did they keep the covenant 

prom
ises they m

ade to the LORD? 

They did NOT! They did NOT love the LORD or keep His good law
s as 

they prom
ised. 
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9. You see, it is one thing to M
A

KE a big prom
ise to the LORD and 

another thing to KEEP it. 

The people W
A

NTED to be God’s dearly-loved people. They W
A

NTED 
to love Him

 and obey Him
. They W

A
NTED Him

 to bless them
 w

ith all 
the good things He prom

ised to give them
. 

But there w
as som

ething that the people of Israel had in their 
hearts--that w

e have in our hearts, too—that w
as causing a big 

problem
. Do you know

 w
hat it w

as?
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10. It w
as sin! 

Yes, ever since A
dam

 and Eve first disobeyed God in the Garden, 
there has been sin in everyone’s heart. Sin that kept those people 
of Israel from

 obey
ing all of the LORD’s good law

s. Sin that kept 
them

 from
 w

orshipping and loving Him
 as they should. Sin that kept 

them
 from

 loving each other the w
ay they should, too.
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11. A
nd so, the people broke their covenant to the LORD, that big “Do 

or Die” prom
ise, over and over. A

nd that m
eant the people no longer 

deserved to be the LORD’s dearly-loved people and He should no 
longer be their God. 

W
hat w

ould the LORD do, now
 that the people had disobeyed Him

?
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12. W
hat w

ould the LORD do? He did plenty! 

He w
arned them

 over and over to turn aw
ay from

 their sin. He 
sent godly m

en like Jerem
iah to them

, say
ing, “Rem

em
ber your big 

prom
ise to the LORD! He w

ants to be your God. He w
ants you to be 

His dearly-loved people. Turn aw
ay from

 disobey
ing His good law

s. 
Turn back to w

orshipping and loving Him
! If you do, He w

ill forgive 
you. If you do not, then He w

ill send punishm
ents to help you turn 

back to Him
,” Jerem

iah w
arned.
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13. Did the people of Israel listen to the LORD’s w
arnings? Did they 

turn back to w
orship and love Him

?

 Not really. So at last, the LORD sent punishm
ents. He let their enem

ies 
com

e into their land and destroy their hom
es and w

orship place. 
He let them

 take the people of Israel far aw
ay and m

ade them
 

w
ork very, very hard for them

.
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14. Boo, hoo! Boo, hoo! How
 sad the people of Israel w

ere! 

They m
issed the good things that God had given them

. They m
issed 

their hom
es. They m

issed the place w
here they w

orshipped the 
LORD. They did not like w

orking for their enem
ies. 
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15. But m
ost of all, they w

ere sad that they had not kept their big 
prom

ise to the LORD. 

They knew
 that they had not w

orshipped or loved Him
 as they 

prom
ised they w

ould. They knew
 that they had not loved others as 

they prom
ised they w

ould, either. They knew
 that they should not 

be His dearly-loved people anym
ore and He should not be their God. 

This is w
hat they deserved for breaking their “Do or Die” prom

ises 
w

ith the LORD. 

They knew
 they had sin in their hearts; and at last, they began to 

turn aw
ay from

 their sins. But w
as it too late? W

as this really the 
end of the LORD’s love for His people? 
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16. No, it w
asn’t! They didn’t deserve to be God’s dearly-loved people 

anym
ore, but God kept on loving them

. 

The LORD sent godly m
en like Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah to 

encourage the people w
ith w

onderful new
s: “You have broken your 

prom
ises to the LORD, but He still loves you,” they told the people. 
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17. “Hear the LORD’s good plans for you,” these m
en said. 

“I have punished you so you w
ould turn back to M

e, but I w
on’t keep 

on punishing you,” the LORD told them
. “On just the right day, your 

punishm
ent w

ill be over. I w
ill free you from

 your enem
ies. You w

on’t 
have to w

ork for them
 anym

ore. You w
ill get to go back to your 

hom
es in the special land. You can build a new

 place to w
orship M

e. 
I w

ill take care of you and give you good things,” the LORD prom
ised 

them
.
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18. “But I have even better plans for you than freeing you from
 your 

enem
ies and bringing you back hom

e,” the LORD told them
. 

“I’m
 going to m

ake a NEW
 covenant w

ith you. A
 new

 “Do or Die” prom
ise 

sealed w
ith new

 blood. I’m
 going to beat your even bigger enem

y: 
the sin in your hearts that keeps you from

 loving and obey
ing M

e!” 
He prom

ised.
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19. “Yes, I’m
 going to send you a M

essiah, a Savior,” the LORD prom
ised. 

“He w
ill be M

y Son. He is going to com
e to earth. He is going to take 

the punishm
ent that all M

y people deserve for disobey
ing M

e. It 
w

ill be gone for good. His blood w
ill take aw

ay their sins. His blood 
w

ill seal this new
 “Do or Die” covenant. 
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20. “I w
ill give M

y people new
 hearts filled w

ith M
y Holy Spirit.” 

“Then, all M
y people, from

 every place in the w
hole w

orld, w
ill be 

saved to know
 M

e and love M
e and obey M

e. A
nd one day, they 

w
ill all com

e live w
ith M

e, forever happy,” the LORD prom
ised. “This 

covenant w
ill last forever.”
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21. W
hat w

onderful new
s this w

as! The people of Israel w
ere so 

happy! 

They believed God’s big prom
ise to free them

 from
 their enem

ies. 
They believed His prom

ise to send them
 back hom

e to their special 
land. A

nd, they believed that one day God w
ould send a M

essiah, a 
Savior, to beat their biggest enem

y of all: the sin in their hearts that 
kept them

 from
 loving and obey

ing Him
.
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22. The people w
aited and w

aited. They looked for the day God 
prom

ised. A
nd at last, it cam

e! They left w
orking for their enem

ies 
and w

ent back hom
e to their special land. They built new

 hom
es, 

and they built a new
 place to w

orship God. 

Then, they w
aited and w

aited som
e m

ore. They w
aited for the day 

the Savior w
ould com

e. A
nd w

hile they had to w
ait a very long tim

e, 
at last, that day cam

e, too. 

W
ho w

as the M
essiah, the Savior, God’s Son? It w

as Jesus!
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23. Jesus w
as born a baby in Bethlehem

. He grew
 up, up, up until He 

w
as a m

an. 

A
nd w

hat a m
an Jesus w

as! He kept all of God’s law
s His w

hole life. 
He w

as perfect! 
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24. A
nd w

hat did Jesus do w
ith that perfect life? He did just exactly 

w
hat God prom

ised He w
ould do. He saved all God’s people w

hen 
He took the punishm

ent for their sins on the cross. 

W
ith His ow

n blood, Jesus sealed the new
 covenant that God w

as 
m

aking w
ith His people. A

 covenant that could NEV
ER EV

ER be broken, 
because it w

as the blood of God’s perfect Son, Him
self, that w

as 
keeping the prom

ises for God’s people.



59



60

25. Yes, Jesus suffered and died on the cross that day. He w
as 

buried in a cave grave and w
atched over by guards. 

But that w
as not the end of the story, w

as it? On the third day, 
Jesus rose from

 the dead, never to die again. He had really done 
it! He had beaten sin and death for God’s people, once and for all!
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25. How
 great is God’s love for His people! 

Even though they do not love Him
 or obey Him

 as they should, He 
loved them

 m
ore than they deserved. He loved them

 so m
uch that 

He chose to send His Son, Jesus, to save them
 from

 their sins, so 
that they could know

 Him
 in their hearts now

, and one day, go to 
live w

ith Him
 forever. 

W
e can be God’s people, too, if w

e turn aw
ay from

 our sins and 
trust in Jesus as our Savior. A

sk Him
 to help you. He loves to answ

er 
this prayer!
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 8: The God Who Loves
Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God’s Love for His People Like? 
                                                                    It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”    
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV 

Bible Truth 2 Concept: God Always Takes Care of His People

Everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Jesus as their Savior becomes one of God’s people. And 
they don’t just become one of His people! He makes them His adopted children! God becomes their Father in 
heaven. They are part of His family forever! 

God is kind to give us a mother and father, and even sisters and brothers, in the families we are a part of, here 
on earth. What good gifts they are! They love us and care for us, the best they can. God helps them love us. But 
no matter how good and loving our parents might be here on earth, they will never love us or take care of us as 
well as God can. God is the best Father we can ever imagine. He is perfect! He is all-wise: He always knows what 
is best for His children. He is always faithful: He always gives them what He promises them. He’s all-powerful: 
He can always give His children everything they need and so much more. He is all-loving: He only does what is 
good for them.

God’s adopted children never need to worry. They know that God, their Father in heaven, is always with them, 
always taking care of them. We can become one of God’s children, too, when we turn away from our sins and 
trust in Jesus as our Savior. God loves to help us become His children!

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Psalm 23:1-3,6

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake…Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” 

Learn a Little: “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.”

Meaning

These verses remind us that God loves His people and cares for their needs completely, just like a good shepherd 
loves and takes care of his sheep. That’s what it means to not be in want. We can become God’s people when 
we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You are their heavenly Father. You care for all of 
their needs in the way that You know is best.
God, You promise to take care of those who put their trust in Jesus, but many times we doubt Your promises. 
Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for being so 
faithful and good to those who trust in You. Thank You for taking care of all their needs in the way You know 
is best for them. What a wonderful thing it is to get to be Your adopted child!  

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Fill our 
hearts with love for You. Take care of us and help us to trust in You. Be our heavenly Father. Make us Your 
adopted children. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story

The Case of the Woman Who Didn’t See  The Book of Ruth

A

C

T

S

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                                           
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 2 
Big Q & A 8 Song 
Big Question 8 Song: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks   1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV 
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks  1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord   Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good
Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: The LORD Is My Shepherd    Psalm 23:1-6, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Who Shall Separate Us  Romans 8:35, 37-39, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: If God Is for Us Romans 8:31-32,35,38-39, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts                                                              p.2
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1. “Boo hoo! Boo hoo!” Naom
i cried. Her husband had died. Her tw

o 
sons had died. Naom

i w
as so sad. She m

issed them
 so m

uch! 
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2. But Naom
i w

asn’t just sad. She w
as scared, too. Only Orpah and 

Ruth, the w
ives of her sons, w

ere left. Surely, they w
ould go back 

hom
e to live w

ith their m
other and father. That’s w

hat w
ives did 

back then w
hen their husbands died. They knew

 that their m
other 

and father w
ould take care of them

. 

But poor Naom
i, she didn’t have a m

other or father to go hom
e 

to. A
nd she w

as far, far aw
ay from

 her hom
e in Bethlehem

. W
ho 

w
ould take care of her? W

ho w
ould see that she had food to eat 

and clothes to w
ear? How

 w
ould she get back hom

e all by herself? 
W

hat w
as Naom

i to do? 

This is w
hy Naom

i w
as so scared. 
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3. Naom
i w

as right to be sad. It is a sad thing w
hen your husband 

and sons die. But, Naom
i did NOT have to be scared. She did NOT 

need to w
orry about w

ho w
ould take care of her. 

W
hy? Because Naom

i w
as one of God’s people. She knew

 God’s 
W

ord, the Bible. She knew
 God’s prom

ises to alw
ays take care of 

His people. She could trust Him
 to take care of her, even though she 

didn’t know
 how

.  
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4. But right then, all Naom
i could think about w

ere the sad things 
that had happened to her. She thought about all those sad things 
and decided that God had stopped taking care of her. 

How
 w

rong Naom
i w

as! God had NOT stopped taking care of her. God 
is so kind to His people. He treats them

 better than they deserve. He 
w

ould treat Naom
i better than she deserved, too. So, even though 

Naom
i w

as scared and did not think God w
ould take care of her, 

God m
ost certainly w

ould. 

Let’s find out how
.
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5. At last, it w
as tim

e for Naom
i to say goodbye to Orpah and Ruth, 

the w
ives of her sons. It w

as tim
e for them

 to go live w
ith their 

m
other and father. A

nd, it w
as tim

e for Naom
i to m

ake the long 
w

alk back hom
e to Bethlehem

 by herself.

“Goodbye, Orpah! Goodbye, Ruth!” Naom
i told them

. She kissed them
 

goodbye and they all w
ept aloud. They w

ere sad to leave each 
other.
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6. “W
ait,” said Orpah and Ruth. “W

e w
on’t go back hom

e to our 
parents. W

e w
ill go w

ith you instead. W
e w

ill w
alk w

ith you back to 
Bethlehem

. W
e w

ill take care of you,” they offered.

“No,” Naom
i said. “You m

ust go hom
e to your father and m

other,” 
she insisted. “W

here I am
 going there is no one to take care of m

e 
and there w

ill be no one to take care of you either. Not even God w
ill 

take care of m
e,” she said. 
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7. Oh, Naom
i! You shouldn’t say that! You know

 God’s W
ord, the Bible. 

You know
 that God prom

ises to alw
ays take care of His people. He 

w
ill take care of you! Keep trusting in God! 

A
nd so God did, even though Naom

i did not trust Him
 to take care of 

her. God loves His people so m
uch that He treats them

 better than 
they deserve. He w

ould treat Naom
i better than she deserved, too. 

For, though Orpah said goodbye to Naom
i and w

ent hom
e to her 

father and m
other, God had given Ruth a special love for Naom

i 
and for Him

self. 



89



90

8. Ruth clung to Naom
i and said, “Please don’t m

ake m
e go back 

hom
e! I w

ant to w
orship the LORD. He’s the one, true God. I w

ant to 
take care of you the rest of m

y life!  Please let m
e go back hom

e 
w

ith you to Bethlehem
!” she begged. 

Naom
i looked at Ruth. She could see that nothing w

ould change Ruth’s 
m

ind. Ruth refused to go hom
e to her father and m

other, so Naom
i 

agreed. 

God w
as show

ing Naom
i that He W

OULD take care of her, if Naom
i 

w
ould only see! He w

as giving Naom
i Ruth to w

alk the long w
alk 

back to Bethlehem
 and to take care of her the rest of her life.
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9. Together, Naom
i and Ruth w

alked to Bethlehem
. Up m

ountains and 
dow

n m
ountains. Through  green valleys, along dusty roads, and 

beside grassy fields, they w
alked. On and on and on. 
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10. At last, they cam
e to Naom

i’s hom
e in Bethlehem

. M
any people 

cam
e out to greet Naom

i. It had been so long since they had seen 
her. 

But w
hen they looked at her, they w

ere surprised at w
hat they saw

. 
“Is this really Naom

i?” the w
om

en asked. “She seem
s so different! 

W
here is her husband? W

here are her sons? W
here is her sm

ile?” 
they w

ondered.
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11. Naom
i told them

 her sad new
s. 

“M
y husband and sons have died. I am

 all alone. I am
 so sad that I 

w
ant you to stop calling m

e ‘Naom
i’. That nam

e m
eans ‘happy things.’ 

I w
ant you to call m

e ‘M
arah’ now

,” she told them
. “’M

arah’ m
eans 

‘bitter (sad) things.’ This is a better nam
e for m

e since God has filled 
m

y life w
ith so m

any sad things. I don’t even think He cares about 
m

e anym
ore,” she told them

.
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12. Oh, Naom
i! You shouldn’t say that! You know

 God’s W
ord, the Bible. 

You know
 that God prom

ises to alw
ays take care of His people. He 

w
ill take care of you! Keep trusting in God! 

Yes, there are sad things in your life, but there are good things in 
your life, too. God helped you get safely back hom

e to Bethlehem
. 

He gave you Ruth to take care of you your w
hole life. 

W
ould Naom

i not see how
 good God had been to her?
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13. No, Naom
i w

ould not. 

Naom
i certainly didn’t deserve for God to keep on taking care of 

her, but He kept on taking care of her anyw
ay. God loves His people 

so m
uch that He treats them

 better than they deserve. He w
ould 

treat Naom
i better than she deserved, too. 

A
nd so God did, and in bigger w

ays than Naom
i could have ever 

dream
ed! 
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14. God provided Naom
i and Ruth w

ith food to eat from
 the barley 

fields of a rich m
an nam

ed Boaz. Boaz loved God; and before long, 
he loved Ruth, too. He m

arried Ruth, and brought Naom
i and her to 

his hom
e to live. Boaz shared all he had w

ith them
. 

How
 richly the LORD took care of Ruth and Naom

i through Boaz!
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15. A
nd if this w

as not enough, Boaz and Ruth soon had a son for 
Naom

i to love as her grandchild. Baby Obed! A
nd one day, through 

Obed w
ould com

e the great, king David, and m
uch later, even the 

Savior, Jesus, Him
self. W

ow
!

Hadn’t God been kind to Naom
i? Hadn’t He taken care of her? Yes, 

He had! M
ore than she could have ever im

agined, and better than 
she ever deserved! 

Could Naom
i see it now

, at last? 
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16. Yes, she could! Naom
i took little baby Obed and put him

 on her lap 
and cared for him

, just like she used to care for her ow
n sons, long 

ago. 

A
nd the w

om
en of Bethlehem

 gathered around Naom
i and said, 

“Praise the LORD, He has taken care of your needs. He has given 
you Ruth and Boaz to take care of you. He has even given you a 
little boy to care for like a son. Surely God has plans to take good 
care of you all the rest of your life!” 

A
nd Naom

i had to agree. The LORD had taken care of her. He took 
aw

ay her bitter sadnesses, and even used them
 all to do her good!
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God’s Love for His People Like? 
                                                                    It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!
Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”    
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV 

Bible Truth 3 Concept: God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good

Everyone has troubles. We all have times when we are sad or scared. Sometimes people are mean to us. 
Sometimes bad things happen to us or to the people we love. 

When bad things happen to God’s people, they keep on trusting in Him. They know God loves them and that 
He is in control. They know that He promises to use every trouble they have for their good and to show how 
good and powerful He is. And, while sometimes it may be hard to see what good God could possibly bring 
through their troubles, God’s people know that one day they will understand His good plans. And on that day, 
they will have nothing but praise for God, when they see how He truly did work all things for good in their lives. 

And that’s why God’s people can praise and thank God now for those good things, even before they know what 
they are, and even while they are still in the middle of their sadnesses. God is that good! They can trust Him that 
much, even with what they don’t yet understand. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our 
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Romands 8:28, ESV

 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according 
to his purpose.”	

Learn a Little: “For those who love God, all things work together for good.”	

Meaning

These verses remind us that God’s people are those who love Him. In His great love, He has called them to turn 
away from their sins and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins. This is what it means to be justified. 

But being justified is just the beginning of God’s good plans for His people. He also planned for all things in 
their lives—both enjoyable things and hard things— to be for the good purpose of making them more like 
Jesus. Yes, God planned to use all of these things to prepare His people for life with Him in heaven.  What will 
life in heaven be like for them? There, they will be glorified! They will be freed from sin forever! God will make 
them a pure reflection of His glory. This is God’s wonderful plan for making everything in His people’s lives for 
their good and His glory. We can become God’s people by turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as 
our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being so good and so powerful! You even use all of Your people’s sadnesses for their 
good. You show how good and great You are!

God, You promise to use all things for the good in the lives of Your people, but many times we don’t trust 
that You will. We act like Your plans aren’t good or that You aren’t really in control. Please forgive us! We need 
a Savior!

Thank You for Your amazing promises to work good even in all of our sadnesses, when we trust in You as our 
Savior. Thank You that You can work good things in even the biggest sadnesses and the scariest things that 
happen to us. Thank You for the good You will do that we do not yet see.   

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us 
to love You and trust You. Do many good things even through our sadnesses --good things that show others 
how good and great You are. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Sad Thing that Did Good    John 8-10

A

C

T

S

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                                            
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Q & A 8 Song 
Big Question 8 Song: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks   1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV 
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks  1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord   Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Bible Verse: And We Know   Romans 8:28-29, ESV
Bible Truth 3 Extra Bible Verse: All Things     Romans 8:28-29, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                              p.2
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1. This story takes place in Jerusalem
. Jerusalem

 w
as a beautiful 

city w
ith thousands of people living in it. It had big, tall, stone w

alls 
all around it, and big, w

ide gates w
here im

portant m
en w

ould talk 
about im

portant things. 
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2. Jerusalem
 had lots of houses, big and sm

all, along its tw
isty-turny, 

narrow
, cobblestone streets. It had fountains of sparkling w

ater to 
drink from

 and pools of w
ater to w

ash in. 

It had a big m
arketplace w

here farm
ers w

ould sell their delicious 
fruits and vegetables, and w

here shepherds w
ould sell their baa-

ing sheep and m
aa-ing goats. Bakers w

ould sell their w
arm

, tasty 
bread there; and m

erchants, their fine-feeling fabrics and glittering 
necklaces from

 other parts of the w
orld. 
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3. But Jerusalem
 w

as m
ost fam

ous for its big, beautiful building 
m

ade of glittering, w
hite stones. It w

as the LORD’s special w
orship 

place. 

Do you know
 w

hat this building w
as called? It w

as called the Tem
ple. 

People w
ould com

e from
 far and w

ide to w
orship the LORD at the 

Tem
ple w

ith their prayers, and songs, and w
orship gifts. They 

w
ould gather in the courts around the Tem

ple and listen to teachers 
tell them

 about the LORD and His good law
s. 
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4. Not too far from
 the Tem

ple lived a m
an and his w

ife. 

How
 happy this m

an and his w
ife w

ere! They w
ere so happy 

because the w
ife had just had a baby. It w

as a baby boy. Oh, w
hat 

good new
s this w

as! 

“Yay! Yay!” the m
an and his w

ife thought. “W
e have a boy! W

e w
ill 

love him
 and care for him

. W
hat a joy that w

ill be! He w
ill be a great 

help to our fam
ily, too. He w

ill grow
 up strong and w

ill help us m
ake 

m
oney to take care of our fam

ily, as sons alw
ays do.” 

W
hat a lot this m

an and his w
ife had to celebrate!
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5. But soon the m
an and his w

ife w
eren’t happy anym

ore. They 
w

ere sad! There w
as som

ething w
rong w

ith their baby boy’s eyes. 
He couldn’t see. Perhaps his eyes w

ould get better, they m
ust have 

hoped. But soon it w
as clear: their little boy’s eyes w

ould NOT get 
better. He w

ould alw
ays be blind. 



129



130

6. How
 sad this m

an and w
om

an w
ere for their little boy! 

He w
ould never see their faces. He w

ould never see Jerusalem
’s big, 

tall w
alls or gates. He w

ould never see its houses along the narrow
, 

cobblestone streets. He w
ould never see its fountains or pools of 

sparkling w
ater. He w

ould never see its m
arkets filled w

ith good 
food and supplies. He w

ould never see the beautiful Tem
ple w

here 
people cam

e to w
orship the LORD. 
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7. A
nd to m

ake things w
orse, this little boy w

ould never be able 
to help his father m

ake m
oney to take care of the fam

ily. A
ll he 

w
ould ever be able to do is to ask people for m

oney. Yes, this boy’s 
blindness w

as very sad, indeed!
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8. But there w
as som

ething else that m
ade the m

an and his w
ife 

sad.  It w
as w

hat other people said about their fam
ily. 

Som
e people saw

 the little, blind baby, and kindly said, “It is sad, 
sad, sad, that this little baby can’t see. How

 hard that m
ust be for 

him
 and his m

other and father!” A
nd, of course, the m

an and his 
w

ife had to agree. This blindness w
as sad, sad, sad! 

W
hat good could com

e out of this blindness? It brought sadness! 
Only sadness!
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9. But m
uch w

orse w
as w

hat the im
portant m

en w
ho taught about 

God and His law
s w

ere say
ing: “It isn’t sad, sad, sad that this little 

baby can’t see. No! It’s bad, bad, bad,” they exclaim
ed. “This baby –- 

or his m
other or father-- m

ust have done som
ething terribly bad. 

God is punishing them
 and that’s w

hy this baby w
as born blind,” 

they said. 

W
as this true? W

hat terrible thing had they done? Oh, how
 hard 

it w
as for the m

an and his w
ife to hear people say this! Oh, w

hat 
badness cam

e from
 this blindness! It brought sadness! Only sadness!
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10. So, I guess you can see w
hy the m

an and his w
ife, w

ho had been 
so very happy, w

eren’t very happy at all anym
ore. Their hearts 

w
ere full of sadness for their son and about all the terrible, w

rong 
things the teachers w

ere say
ing about their fam

ily.
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11. Year after year w
ent by. The little boy grew

 up and up until at last 
he w

as a full-grow
n m

an. He still w
as blind, but over the years, he 

had learned his w
ay around Jerusalem

. 

He knew
 the feel of Jerusalem

’s big, tall w
alls and its huge gates. He 

knew
 the feel of the cobblestones under his feet, the touch of the 

stone sides of the houses on his hands, and the fresh coolness of 
the shade in the narrow

 streets.
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12. He could splash the w
ater on his face and sip it in his cup. He 

could taste the delicious fruit and hear the anim
als “baa-ing.” He 

could sm
ell the freshly baked bread and feel the silky fabric of the 

m
erchants. 
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13. A
s he sat beside the road to the big, beautiful Tem

ple, he could 
feel the sw

ish of people’s clothes and the slap of their sandals 
as they w

ent by. He heard the clink of the coins they tossed in his 
begging cup, on their w

ay to w
orship the LORD. 

But som
etim

es, he heard people say those terrible, w
rong w

ords 
again: “There’s that m

an w
ho has been blind from

 birth. W
hat 

terribly bad things his fam
ily m

ust have done for God to punish him
 

like this!” they w
ould exclaim

. 

This blindness w
as so sad! W

hat good could com
e out of it? It seem

ed 
to bring only sadness. 
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14. But then, on one Sabbath day, everything changed. 

The people w
ho said those things w

ere W
RONG! That baby w

asn’t 
born blind because he or his parents had done som

ething terribly 
bad. No! God had alw

ays had a beautiful, big plan to use their 
sadness for good --great good! 

A
nd this w

as to be the day that God’s good plan w
ould be m

ade 
know

n to the blind m
an, his parents, and oh, so m

any other people 
in Jerusalem

. A
nd, God w

ould use Jesus to do this!
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15. Jesus and his close friends, the disciples, had com
e to Jerusalem

. 
They w

ent to the Tem
ple w

here Jesus began to teach about God. 

Crow
ds of people gathered, eager to hear everything He had to 

say. Even the other teachers w
ho taught at the Tem

ple stopped 
talking and w

ent to listen to Jesus, too. 

“I am
 God’s Son,” Jesus told them

 all. “W
hoever believes and obeys 

M
e w

ill get to live forever w
ith God,” Jesus proclaim

ed.
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16. The other teachers w
ere furious! “W

e don’t believe you! You aren’t 
really God’s Son,” they said to Jesus. “You are ly

ing. You deserve to 
die for say

ing you are God’s Son!” and they picked up stones to 
throw

 at Jesus. They w
ere going to kill Jesus!

Jesus and His friends ran and hid. W
ould the teachers find Jesus 

and kill Him
 w

ith their stones?
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17. No, they w
ould not. God protected Jesus. W

hen all w
as safe, Jesus 

and His friends cam
e out of hiding. They left the Tem

ple grounds 
and w

hom
 did they see? It w

as the m
an born blind.

No sooner had Jesus’ friends seen the blind m
an, then that terrible 

question cam
e out of their m

ouths: “Jesus, did this m
an or his parents 

do the terribly bad thing that m
ade his eyes blind?” 
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18. “You have it all w
rong!” Jesus told them

. “This m
an isn’t blind 

because som
eone did som

ething terribly bad. It w
as God’s plan to 

use his poor m
an’s sadness for good --great good. I’m

 going to 
heal his eyes by God’s pow

er. God w
ill use this to help m

any believe 
that I really am

 God’s Son,” Jesus said. 

Then, Jesus w
ent to the blind m

an and knelt dow
n next to him

. He 
spit on the ground and m

ixed the spit w
ith the dirt, m

aking it into 
m

ud. Jesus sm
eared m

ud on the m
an’s eyes, and told him

, “Go w
ash 

in the Pool of Siloam
.”
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19. W
hy did Jesus do this? W

as He m
aking fun of this poor m

an? Did 
He w

ant to m
ake his sad life, even sadder? The m

an w
ould soon 

find out, and so w
ill w

e! 

Dow
n the narrow

, cobblestone streets, the blind m
an m

ade his w
ay 

to the Pool of Siloam
.  Even though he could not see, he knew

 how
 to 

get there. He had felt his w
ay there m

any tim
es before. 
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20. At the pool, the blind m
an dipped his hands into the cool w

ater. 
He brought them

 up to his face and w
ashed off the m

ud. He opened 
his eyes and w

hat do you think happened? 

Yay! yay! yay! That m
an born blind could see for the first tim

e in 
his w

hole life! Jesus had healed him
! 
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21. The happy m
an hurried to share the new

s w
ith his father and 

m
other. 

W
hat did he see as he w

ent hom
e? He SAW

 the pool of sparkling 
w

ater! He SAW
 the big, tall w

alls and the huge gates. He SAW
 the 

narrow
, cobblestone streets and all the houses. He SAW

 the m
arket 

and the Tem
ple. He SAW

 his very ow
n, little house.    
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22. A
nd then, he SAW

 his very ow
n parents for the first tim

e!

“Jesus healed m
e! I can see!” the m

an exclaim
ed. 

Oh, how
 happy they all m

ust have been! A
fter all these years, their 

son could see. They spread the good new
s to all w

ho w
ould listen. 

A
nd those w

ho heard the new
s rushed to the house to see for 

them
selves! Sure, enough, it w

as true! The m
an born blind could see! 

They w
ere am

azed at w
hat Jesus had done. 

“No one has ever healed a m
an born w

ith blind eyes before. Jesus 
m

ust be w
hom

 He says He is,” they exclaim
ed. W

hat good Jesus had 
begun to do through this m

an’s blind eyes! Jesus had used them
 to 

help these people believe in Him
!
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23. Before long, Jesus’ enem
ies, the Pharisees, heard w

hat Jesus 
had done for the blind m

an. He brought to them
 to inspect his healing 

and m
ake sense of it. 

These teachers couldn’t doubt the am
azing thing that Jesus had 

done, but still, they refused to believe in Jesus. “Jesus is a bad m
an! 

He is not God’s Son,” they said. 
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24. A
nd w

hat about the blind m
an w

ho had been healed? W
hat did 

he think? He fell dow
n before Jesus and w

orshipped Him
. “Lord, I 

believe,” he exclaim
ed.

W
hat a day for that blind m

an and his parents! Jesus had used 
this m

an’s sadnesses for good --for great good, just as God had 
alw

ays planned. Jesus healed his blind eyes. A
nd best of all, He 

gave that m
an-- and m

any others-- faith to trust in Him
 as God’s 

Son, their Savior. Now
 that is good --great good!
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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 8, 

Bible Truth 4

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God’s Love for His People Like? 
                                                                    It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”    
--1 Chronicles 16:34, ESV 

Bible Truth 4 Concept: God Will Never Stop Loving His People

Our love for others changes. Sometimes we love others a lot. Sometimes we don’t love them very much. 

But God’s love for His people is not like that. God’s love for His people never changes. God loved His people 
before they loved Him or even knew Him. He paid for their sins through Jesus’ perfect life, when He suffered 
and died on the cross. He adopts them as His people, when they turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as 
their Savior. Nothing will ever stop God from loving His people! They are bound in love to Him through Jesus, 
and that is a love that will never, ever end! We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and 
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Hosea 2:19, ESV

“I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and 
in mercy.”

Learn a Little: “I will betroth you to me forever... in love.”	

Meaning

To be betrothed to someone is to make a special promise to love them always. Men and women in Bible times 
used to make special betrothal promises to each other before they got married. 

In the Bible, God tells us that He betroths Himself to His people. That means He promises to always love them. He 
will always be faithful to them. He will always love and care for them. He will always be righteous and just in how 
He treats them--that means He will always love His people by doing the right thing. He will never do anything evil 
or treat them badly.  He will always show them mercy and treat them with tenderness and kindness. 

The Bible also tells us that at the end of time, all of God’s people will live with God forever. Jesus will be like the 
bridegroom who greets his bride on his wedding day with great joy and begins his life with the one he loves. 
There will never be anything better than this life with God!

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You love them with a love that will never, ever 
end.

God, You offer us a love that will never end, but many times, we choose to not love You. We choose to live life 
our own way, even if it means breaking Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You that all who put their trust in You can rest in 
Your love forever.  

God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us 
to love You and help us to know Your love. Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever. In Jesus’ name, 
we pray, Amen.   

Bible Truth 4 Story
The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop  
1 & 2 Samuel, Psalms 16, 23

A

C

T

S

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                  
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 4 

Big Q & A 8 Song 
Big Question 8 Song: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: O, Give Thanks   1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV 
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Give Thanks  1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV
Extra Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: The Steadfast Love of the Lord   Lamentation 3:22,23, ESV
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good
Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: I Will Betroth You to Me    Hosea 2:19, ESV
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: Even to Your Old Age  Isaiah 46:4,9,11, ESV
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: For He Chose Us  Ephesians 1:4-5, HCSB

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                                              p.2
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1. Our story today is about one of the m
ost fam

ous people in the 
w

hole Bible. Let m
e tell you som

e of the good things he is fam
ous 

for. M
aybe you can guess his nam

e.
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2. W
hen this m

an w
as just a boy, he took care of his father’s sheep. 

He m
ade up m

any beautiful songs about God. He sang them
 and 

played them
 on his harp as he w

atched the sheep. 

This boy w
as a very good and very brave shepherd. He fought 

off lions and bears w
ith his sling, and som

etim
es, even w

ith his 
bare hands!
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3. A
 few

 years later, this young m
an faced a giant soldier nam

ed 
Goliath. 

Goliath w
as threatening the arm

ies of Israel and shouting out terrible 
things about the LORD. A

ll the soldiers of Israel w
ere too scared to 

fight Goliath, but not this young m
an. W

ith his sling and one, sm
ooth 

stone, the LORD helped him
 fight Goliath and w

in! 

King Saul saw
 how

 brave he w
as and m

ade him
 one of his m

ost 
im

portant soldiers.
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4. This young m
an grew

 up to be a great king, him
self. He took good 

care of the people of Israel for m
any years. He captured the 

beautiful city of Jerusalem
 and built a fine palace there. 

How
 God blessed the people of Israel through this m

an! 
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5. But even though life w
as so good, this m

an never forgot the LORD. 
He kept w

riting songs to the LORD. He sang them
 and he shared 

them
 w

ith other people to sing, too. 

Som
etim

es thousands of people w
ould sing his songs as they 

gathered together to w
orship the LORD. M

any of his songs are 
w

ritten dow
n in the Bible, God’s W

ord, and w
e still enjoy reading 

them
 and singing them

 today. (They are called the Psalm
s.)



189



190

6. Can you guess the nam
e of this very fam

ous Bible m
an? I bet you 

can! 

His nam
e w

as David! A
nd yes, he w

as a m
an w

ho did m
any good 

things, even great things.
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7. But did you know
 that David w

as also a m
an w

ho suffered som
e 

very sad things, too? 

David had m
any enem

ies w
ho tried to kill him

, including King Saul, 
the very king David had once served so faithfully. Saul w

as jealous 
of David and w

anted him
 dead. He and his soldiers chased David 

for years, try
ing to kill him

, even though David never did anything 
w

rong to him
.
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8. A
nd, don’t think David never did anything bad, because he did. He 

w
as a sinner just like the rest of us. 

W
hen David becam

e king, he saw
 a beautiful w

om
an nam

ed 
Bathsheba and he took her to be his. But Bathsheba w

as already 
the w

ife of Uriah, one of David’s bravest, m
ost faithful soldiers. 

David m
ade a tricky plan to get rid of Uriah, so he could hide w

hat 
he had done. David had Uriah killed in a fierce battle, so it w

ould 
look like it w

as an accident. Then, David took Bathsheba to be his 
ow

n w
ife. W

hat terribly bad things David did!
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9. One of David’s greatest sadnesses cam
e from

 his son, A
bsalom

. 

A
bsalom

 turned against David. He m
ade a tricky plan to get rid of 

David, so he could be king in David’s place. A
bsalom

 turned m
any 

of the people against David, too. David had to run aw
ay from

 his 
palace in Jerusalem

 and hide. 

M
any people w

ept as David left Jerusalem
, but others, like Shim

ei 
called David bad nam

es and even threw
 rocks at him

.
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10. David and his friends cam
ped out in the dry, lonely w

ilderness, 
so A

bsalom
’s m

en w
ouldn’t find him

. David did go back to be king in 
Jerusalem

 again, but only after A
bsalom

 had been killed. How
 sad 

David w
as! How

 David loved A
bsalom

 and m
issed him

, even though 
he had treated David so terribly! 

So, yes, David W
A

S a m
an w

ho did m
any good, even great things. But 

David w
as also a m

an w
ho did som

e very bad things, and suffered 
som

e very sad things.
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11. But there is som
ething else you need to know

 about David. 
Som

ething that w
as m

ore im
portant than all these other things. It 

w
as the W

HY behind all those great, good things that David did. A
nd, 

it w
as HOW

 David m
ade it through all those bad and sad things. 

The W
HY and HOW

 behind them
 all w

as Som
eone w

ho loved David. 
W

HO do you think it w
as?
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12. It w
as the LORD! The LORD loved David so m

uch!
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13. It w
as God’s great love for David that gave David the courage 

to fight off lions and bears. It w
as God’s great love for David that 

gave him
 thea courage to face the fierce giant, Goliath. A

nd, it w
as 

God’s great love that helped David to care for the people of Israel 
as their king. No w

onder David w
anted to sing all those beautiful 

songs to the LORD! 

Yes, the LORD’s great love for David w
as behind all the great and 

good things that David did.
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14. But, w
hat happened to God’s great love for David w

hen David 
did those bad things and w

ent through all those sad things? Did it 
go aw

ay? 

No, it did not. God’s love for David never stopped. He kept on loving 
David and kept on helping him

, even then. In His great love for David, 
the LORD sent the prophet Nathan to help David see his sins, turn 
aw

ay from
 them

, and ask for forgiveness. Do you think the LORD 
forgave David? 

Yes, He did!



207



208

15. It w
as God’s great love that com

forted David w
hen King Saul tried 

to kill him
. God provided David w

ith everything he needed, all those 
years w

hen he had to hide from
 Saul and his soldiers. 

A
nd, it w

as God’s love for David that later protected him
 from

 
A

bsalom
 and the others w

ho w
anted to kill him

. 
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16. Yes, God’s love for David w
as W

HY David did A
LL the great, good 

things he did. A
nd, it w

as HOW
 David m

ade it through A
LL the bad 

and sad things. 

But God’s great love for David did som
ething else, too. God’s love 

filled David’s heart w
ith great love for... Can you guess w

ho? For 
God! No w

onder David sang so m
any songs to the LORD!
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17. W
hen LORD protected David from

 Saul and his soldiers, David sang: 
“I love you, O LORD. You are m

y strength. You w
ill deliver m

e and save 
m

e from
 m

y enem
ies. I praise Your nam

e!” (from
 Psalm

 18:1-3) 

A
nd, w

hen the LORD used Nathan to show
 David his sin, David sang: 

“Have m
ercy on m

e, O God, according to your steadfast love, take 
aw

ay m
y sins... Deliver m

e, m
y God, m

y Savior, and I w
ill sing aloud 

of your perfect goodness. I w
ill praise you!” (from

 Psalm
 51:1-2,14)
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18. A
nd even w

hen A
bsalom

 tried to kill him
, David sang to God, out 

in the w
ilderness: “O LORD, how

 m
any are m

y enem
ies! M

any are 
say

ing You w
ill not save m

e. But you, O LORD, are a shield about 
m

e. You hear m
y prayers and You w

ill take care of m
e. I w

ill not 
be afraid of m

any thousands of people w
ho have set them

selves 
against m

e all around m
e. You w

ill rescue m
e from

 m
y enem

ies. You 
w

ill save m
e!” (from

 Psalm
 3)
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19. Yes, the LORD filled David’s heart w
ith songs of love for Him

. So, 
every day of David’s life  --in the great and good tim

es, and even 
the bad and sad tim

es-- David praised the LORD for His great love 
for him

. It w
as a love that never stopped. 

A
nd, David looked forw

ard to the day w
hen God’s greatest prom

ise 
to him

 and all of God’s people w
ill com

e true. David sang about it, 
too. Do you know

 w
hat that greatest prom

ise is? 
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20. God’s greatest prom
ise is to bring His people hom

e to live w
ith 

Him
 forever. 

Then, at last, they w
ill enjoy God’s love for them

 in the closest, m
ost 

w
onderful w

ays. That’s w
hy David sang: “Surely the LORD w

ill show
 

m
e goodness and m

ercy all the days of m
y life, and I w

ill go to live 
w

ith Him
 forever.” (from

 Psalm
 23:6)
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21. For David knew
 the sam

e thing that w
e are learning today: God’s 

love for His people is m
ore than they could ever deserve. It goes 

on and on. God w
ill never stop loving His people. This w

as the m
ost 

w
onderful thing that David could think of. A

nd, it’s w
hat he, along 

w
ith all of God’s people w

ho have already died, is enjoy
ing right 

now
, and w

ill keep on enjoy
ing forever. 

W
e can enjoy God’s am

azing, unending love, too, if w
e turn aw

ay 
from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how
 w

e becom
e 

God’s people. A
sk Him

 to help you! 
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Take Home Sheets
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Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
                Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them!
Bible Truth 1 Meaning

All people have rebelled against God and have broken His laws. All have chosen to do things their own way, instead of 
God’s way. Their hearts should be full of love for God, but instead, their hearts are dead and empty of love for God and His 
good ways. That’s why all people deserve God’s punishment for their sins. They deserve to be separated from Him forever. 
How sad! But God is so kind and merciful! He chose to save sinners, like you and me, even though we did not deserve it. Yes, 
God chose to love sinners, even though their hearts were so dead and empty of love for Him. And He didn’t just love them a 
little bit. He loved them a lot! He loved them so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live and perfect life and give it up as the 
full payment for their sins when He suffered and died on the cross. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, proving He 
had really done it! He had redeemed sinners, so that they could become God’s special people—His, dearly-loved, adopted 
children forever! We can be God’s special people, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Hasn’t 
God loved us so much through Jesus!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”   
--- 1 John 4:10, ESV

Some Questions for You   
1. Who has rebelled against God and broken His good laws? All people have.
2. Are the hearts of all people full of love for God or dead and empty of love for Him? They are dead and empty of love for 
Him.
3. Who deserves God’s punishment for their sins? All people.
4. Did God love His special people even while their hearts were so dead and empty of love for Him? Yes, He did.
5. Who did God sent to save His people? Jesus!
6. What must we do, if we are to be God’s special people? Turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You were filled with love for them before they loved You 
or knew You!

God, we should be filled with love for You and Your good ways, but so many times we are not. We need a Savior!

Thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for loving sinners, even before 
they loved You. Thank You for making the way for them to be saved through Jesus.

God, God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Give us new 
hearts full of love for You. Help us to become Your people.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.

Let’s Sing about What We’re Learning! 

Big Q & A 8 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 12	
(sung to the tune of “Baa, Baa, Black Sheep”)

What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

Big Question 8 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 13					                         

What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
It’s more than they could ever deserve.
Verse 1
God loves His people from all places,
from all times, with ev’ry kind of faces.
God loves His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loves them all through Jesus Christ.
Refrain
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve.
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve.

Verse 2
God loved His people before the beginning,
Even before they were repenting and believing,
God loved His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loved them all through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3
God loved His people, He sent Jesus,
To save them, so forever they would be His,
God loves His people from ev’ry nation,
And He always will through Jesus Christ. 

Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 1                                                       
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Go to the Deep Down Detectives 
Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get 
the Bible story and many more 
resources and songs for this unit 
at praisefactory.org
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 2                                                      
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
                Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”   
--- 1 John 4:10, ESV

Learn a Little: “[God] sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  

Meaning

We are all sinners who have rebelled against God, yet God chose to love us, and to love us in the deepest way possible! He 
sent Jesus to save us. Yes, God sent His dearly-loved Son to earth to be the propitiation for our sins. He was the atoning 
sacrifice that would pay for our sins and satisfy God’s judgment against us. Jesus would live a perfect life, then offer it up as 
the full payment that would bring the forgiveness we needed. And He chose to do this while we still were rebelling against 
Him! How wonderful is this free gift of God! How deep is His love! This atoning sacrifice is for us, too, when we turn away 
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1. Who shows us what real love is? God and the way He has loved us through Jesus.
2. Why do none of us deserve God’s love? Because we are all sinners who have chosen to disobey Him. 
3. Who did God send to save us? Jesus.
4. What did Jesus do to save us? He lived a perfect life and gave it up as the full payment for the sins of all who would ever turn 
from their sins and trust in Him as their Savior.
5. What does it mean that Jesus was the propitiation for our sins? God is holy and He hates sin. He hates OUR sin and we 
deserve His punishment for sin. Jesus took all of God’s hate for the sins of God’s people when He suffered and died on the cross. 
That is how they can be God’s dearly-loved people.
6. How can Jesus’ sacrifice cover our sins and we become God’s people? When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You were filled with love for them before they loved You or 
knew You!

God, we should be filled with love for You and Your good ways, but so many times we are not. We need a Savior!

Thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for loving sinners, even before 
they loved You. Thank You for making the way for them to be saved through Jesus.

God, God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Give us new 
hearts full of love for You. Help us to become Your people.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

This Is Love: 1 John 4:10  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 20			                      

This is love,
Not that we loved God,
But that He, that he loved us,
He sent his Son,
And He sent His Son,
The propitiation for our sins.
He sent his Son,
And He sent His Son,
The propitiation for our sins.
First John Four, ten.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

A

C

T

S

DDD BQ 8 BT 1 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2



235

D
D

D
 8

.1
  L

3 
Co

lo
rin

g 
Sh

ee
t/

Ta
ke

 H
om

e 
pg

.1

W
hi

ch
 f

ou
r 

of
 th

es
e 

cl
ue

s 
be

lo
ng

 in
 o

ur
 s

to
ry

? 
W

hi
ch

 tw
o 

do
 n

ot
? 

Pu
t a

n 
X 

in
 th

e 
bo

xe
s 

of
 th

e 
fo

ur
 th

at
 b

el
on

g.

A
ns

w
er

: T
he

 b
ig

 p
ro

m
is

e,
 th

e 
m

an
 n

am
ed

 Je
re

m
ia

h,
 th

e 
so

ld
ie

rs
 a

nd
 th

e 
cr

os
s 

be
lo

ng
. T

he
 s

un
 a

nd
 th

e 
bo

at
 d

o 
no

t.

A
 M

an
 N

am
ed

 J
er

em
ia

h 
   

   
   

   
   

 S
ol

di
er

s 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  A

 C
ro

ss

A
 B

ig
 P

ro
m

ise
 (C

ov
en

an
t)

   
   

   
   

   
 T

he
 S

un
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  A

 B
oa

t



236

Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 3                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
                Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...God Gave His Son, Jesus, to Save Them!
Bible Truth 1 Meaning

All people have rebelled against God and have broken His laws. All have chosen to do things their own way, instead of 
God’s way. Their hearts should be full of love for God, but instead, their hearts are dead and empty of love for God and His 
good ways. That’s why all people deserve God’s punishment for their sins. They deserve to be separated from Him forever. 
How sad! But God is so kind and merciful! He chose to save sinners, like you and me, even though we did not deserve it. Yes, 
God chose to love sinners, even though their hearts were so dead and empty of love for Him. And He didn’t just love them a 
little bit. He loved them a lot! He loved them so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live and perfect life and give it up as the 
full payment for their sins when He suffered and died on the cross. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, proving He 
had really done it! He had redeemed sinners, so that they could become God’s special people—His, dearly-loved, adopted 
children forever! We can be God’s special people, too, if we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Hasn’t 
God loved us so much through Jesus!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”   
--- 1 John 4:10, ESV

Some Questions for You   

1. Why did God’s people need God to save them? Because they were sinners who kept on disobeying Him and His good laws. 
2. What did the people of Israel promise God that they would do? They would love God and obey His good laws.
3. What did God promise to do for the people of Israel, if they loved Him and obeyed His good laws? They would be His 
dearly-loved people. He would take care of them and give them good things. He would give them homes in a special place where 
they could worship Him and He would protect them from their enemies.
4. Did the people of Israel love God and keep His good laws? No. They did not.
5. What did God do before He let the enemies come in and destroy their special place and make them work for them? He 
warned them many times through people like Jeremiah.
6. What were the people of Israel saddest about when they were taken away by their enemies? That they had broken their 
big promise to God and that they didn’t deserve to be His people anymore.
7. What good news did Daniel, Ezekiel and Zechariah give the people of Israel? That God still loved them. He punished them 
so they would turn back to love and obey Him. He would take them back to their special place to live. He would send Jesus to beat 
their biggest enemy--sin and death.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You were filled with love for them before they loved You or 
knew You!

God, we should be filled with love for You and Your good ways, but so many times we are not. We need a Savior!

Thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for loving sinners, even before 
they loved You. Thank You for making the way for them to be saved through Jesus.

God, God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Give us new 
hearts full of love for You. Help us to become Your people.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now! 

Big Q & A 8 Hymn: And Can It Be   from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 18

Refrain
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Words: Charles Wesley   Music: Thomas Campbell

Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 19		
God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
He’s so good (powerful, holy) to me.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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God    ____  ____   ____   ____  ____  ____   Takes Care of Them!

HINT: “This word means doing something over and over and never stopping. 

It starts with the letter “A” and it rhymes with “Sundays.”

CAN YOU GUESS BIBLE TRUTH 2:

What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve...
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 2, Lesson 1                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
                Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Always Takes Care of Them!
Bible Truth 2 Meaning

Everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Jesus as their Savior becomes one of God’s people. And they don’t 
just become one of His people! He makes them His adopted children! God becomes their Father in heaven. They are part 
of His family forever! God is kind to give us a mother and father, and even sisters and brothers, in the families we are a part 
of, here on earth. What good gifts they are! They love us and care for us, the best they can. God helps them love us. But no 
matter how good and loving our parents might be here on earth, they will never love us or take care of us as well as God 
can. God is the best Father we can ever imagine. He is perfect! He is all-wise: He always knows what is best for His children. 
He is always faithful: He always gives them what He promises them. He’s all-powerful: He can always give His children 
everything they need and so much more. He is all-loving: He only does what is good for them. God’s adopted children 
never need to worry. They know that God, their Father in heaven, is always with them, always taking care of them. We can 
become one of God’s children, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God loves to help us 
become His children!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He 
restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” --- Psalm 23:1-3,6  ESV

Some Questions for You   
1. What does everyone who trusts in Jesus as their Savior become? One of God’s people.
2. God’s people are also called whose children? God’s. When they turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior, He 
makes them part of His heavenly family forever.
3. What kind of Heavenly Father is God? The best kind!
4. What is God like to His adopted children? He always knows what is best for them. He always gives them what He promises 
them. He can always give them everything they need.
5. Why do God’s children never need to worry? God, their Father in heaven, is always with them; always taking care of them.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You are their heavenly Father. You care for all of their needs 
in the way that You know is best.

God, You promise to take care of those who put their trust in Jesus, but many times we doubt Your promises. Please 
forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for being so faithful and 
good to those who trust in You. Thank You for taking care of all their needs in the way You know is best for them. What 
a wonderful thing it is to get to be Your adopted child!  

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Fill our hearts with 
love for You. Take care of us and help us to trust in You. Be our heavenly Father. Make us Your adopted children. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing about What We’re Learning! 

Big Q & A 8 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 12	
(sung to the tune of “Baa, Baa, Black Sheep”)

What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

Big Question 8 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 13					                         
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
It’s more than they could ever deserve.
Verse 1
God loves His people from all places,
from all times, with ev’ry kind of faces.
God loves His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loves them all through Jesus Christ.
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Go to the Deep Down Detectives 
Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get 
the Bible story and many more 
resources and songs for this unit 
at praisefactory.org

Refrain
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve.
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve. 
Verse 2
God loved His people before the beginning,
Even before they were repenting and believing,
God loved His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loved them all through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3
God loved His people, 
He sent Jesus,
To save them, 
so forever they would 
be His,
God loves His people 
from ev’ry nation,
And He always will 
through Jesus Christ. 

DDD BQ 8 BT 2 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 2, Lesson 2                                                      
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
                Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Always Takes Care of Them!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so:

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He 
restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” --- Psalm 23:1-3,6  ESV

Learn a Little: “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.”

Meaning:
These verses remind us that God loves His people and cares for their needs completely, just like a good shepherd loves and 
takes care of his sheep. That’s what it means to not be in want. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our 
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You
1. What does a shepherd do? He looks after his sheep, day and night, taking care of their needs.
2. Who looks after God’s people, day and night, taking care of their needs? The LORD does.
3. Why does the shepherd lead His sheep beside quiet waters and makes them like down in green pastures? He is leading 
them to the food and water they need to live. 
4. How does the LORD help our hearts (souls) get what we need to live? He gives them His Word, the Bible. He strengthens 
them by His Holy Spirit living in their hearts.
5. What does the LORD promise to give His people every day of their lives? His goodness and love.
6. Where does the LORD promise to take His people one day? To live with Him forever.
7. How can we become one of God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You are their heavenly Father. You care for all of their needs 
in the way that You know is best.

God, You promise to take care of those who put their trust in Jesus, but many times we doubt Your promises. Please 
forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for being so faithful and 
good to those who trust in You. Thank You for taking care of all their needs in the way You know is best for them. What 
a wonderful thing it is to get to be Your adopted child!  

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Fill our hearts with 
love for You. Take care of us and help us to trust in You. Be our heavenly Father. Make us Your adopted children. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

The LORD Is My Shepherd: Psalm 23: 1-6  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 24			                      

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
He leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my soul,
He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of death,
I will fear no evil, 

Why? For You are with me. 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

DDD BQ 8 BT 2 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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You prepare a table before me, 
in the presence of my enemies,
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me, 
All of the days of my life,
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD, 
forever and ever and ever.
Psalm Twenty-three.
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 2, Lesson 3                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
                Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Always Takes Care of Them!
Bible Truth 2 Meaning

Everyone who turns away from their sins and trusts in Jesus as their Savior becomes one of God’s people. And they don’t 
just become one of His people! He makes them His adopted children! God becomes their Father in heaven. They are part 
of His family forever! God is kind to give us a mother and father, and even sisters and brothers, in the families we are a part 
of, here on earth. What good gifts they are! They love us and care for us, the best they can. God helps them love us. But no 
matter how good and loving our parents might be here on earth, they will never love us or take care of us as well as God 
can. God is the best Father we can ever imagine. He is perfect! He is all-wise: He always knows what is best for His children. 
He is always faithful: He always gives them what He promises them. He’s all-powerful: He can always give His children 
everything they need and so much more. He is all-loving: He only does what is good for them. God’s adopted children 
never need to worry. They know that God, their Father in heaven, is always with them, always taking care of them. We can 
become one of God’s children, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God loves to help us 
become His children!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He 
restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” --- Psalm 23:1-3,6  ESV

Some Questions for You   
1. Why did Naomi have such a hard time believing that God would take care of her? Naomi had lost her husband and sons 
who God had used to take care of her. She could not see how God would take care of her without them. And, so many sad things 
had happened to her, she was afraid that God didn’t want to take care of her.
2. Did God stop taking care of Naomi? No! He took care of her in wonderful ways, through Ruth and Boaz.
3. What are some of the ways that God took care of her through Ruth and Boaz? Ruth helped her to make the long walk home 
to Bethlehem. She went out to the fields to get food for them. Boaz married Ruth and took Ruth and Naomi into his house to take 
care of them. God even gave her a grandson through them!
4. Why did Naomi want her name changed to Marah? Marah means sad things. Naomi means happy things. Naomi didn’t 
think that happy things was a good name for someone who had so many sad things happen to them. She couldn’t see how God 
was providing for her.
5. Even during the saddest times, did God take care of Naomi? Yes, He did! He always took care of her.
6. What should God’s people remember even when many sad things happen to them? That God will always take care of 
them, even if they can’t see how! 
7. How can we become one of God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You are their heavenly Father. You care for all of their needs 
in the way that You know is best.

God, You promise to take care of those who put their trust in Jesus, but many times we doubt Your promises. Please 
forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for being so faithful and 
good to those who trust in You. Thank You for taking care of all their needs in the way You know is best for them. What 
a wonderful thing it is to get to be Your adopted child!  

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Fill our hearts with 
love for You. Take care of us and help us to trust in You. Be our heavenly Father. Make us Your adopted children. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now! 
Big Q & A 8 Hymn: And Can It Be   
from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 18

Refrain
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Words: Charles Wesley   Music: Thomas Campbell

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good  
from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 19		

God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
He’s so good (powerful, holy) to me.

DDD BQ 8 BT 2 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2



243

D
D

D
 8

.3
  L

1 
Co

lo
rin

g 
Sh

ee
t/

Ta
ke

 H
om

e 
pg

.1

CA
N 

YO
U 

GU
ES

S 
BI

BL
E 

TR
UT

H 
3:

W
ha

t I
s 

Go
d’

s 
Lo

ve
 f

or
 

Hi
s 

Pe
op

le
 L

ik
e?

It’
s 

M
or

e 
th

an
 T

he
y 

Co
ul

d 
Ev

er
 D

es
er

ve
...

Go
d 

Us
es

 T
he

ir
 

 __
__

  _
__

_ 
  _

__
_ 

  _
__

_ 
 _

__
_ 

 _
__

_ 
  _

__
_ 

  _
__

_ 
 _

__
_  

 
fo

r 
go

od
!

HI
NT

: W
ha

t i
s 

th
e 

op
po

sit
e 

of
 “h

ap
pi

ne
ss

?”
 

It 
st

ar
ts

 w
ith

 a
n 

“S
” a

nd
 r

hy
m

es
 w

ith
 “g

la
dn

es
se

s.
”



244

Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 1                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
       Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good!
Bible Truth 3 Meaning

Everyone has troubles. We all have times when we are sad or scared. Sometimes people are mean to us. Sometimes bad 
things happen to us or to the people we love. When bad things happen to God’s people, they keep on trusting in Him. They 
know God loves them and that He is in control. They know that He promises to use every trouble they have for their good 
and to show how good and powerful He is. And, while sometimes it may be hard to see what good God could possibly 
bring through their troubles, God’s people know that one day they will understand His good plans. And on that day, they 
will have nothing but praise for God, when they see how He truly did work all things for good in their lives. And that’s why 
God’s people can praise and thank God now for those good things, even before they know what they are, and even while 
they are still in the middle of their sadnesses. God is that good! They can trust Him that much, even with what they don’t 
yet understand. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.”---Romans 8:28, ESV

Some Questions for You   
1. Who has troubles and times when they are sad or scared? Everyone.
2. Do God’s people have bad things happen to them? Yes, they do.
3. Who do God’s people keep trusting in when bad things happen to them? In God.
4. What do they remember about God? That He loves them and He is in control.
5. What does God promise to do with every one of the troubles God’s people go through? To use them for their good and use 
them to show how wonderful God is.
6. What will God’s people praise Him about those troubles they had? They will praise Him for the good things He did through 
them.
7. How can we become God’s people? When we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
We praise You, God, for being so good and so powerful! You even use all of Your people’s sadnesses for their good. You 
show how good and great You are!

God, You promise to use all things for the good in the lives of Your people, but many times we don’t trust that You will. 
We act like Your plans aren’t good or that You aren’t really in control. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You for Your amazing promises to work good even in all of our sadnesses, when we trust in You as our Savior. 
Thank You that You can work good things in even the biggest sadnesses and the scariest things that happen to us. 
Thank You for the good You will do that we do not yet see.   
God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love You 
and trust You. Do many good things even through our sadnesses --good things that show others how good and great 
You are. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing about What We’re Learning! 

Big Q & A 8 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 12	
(sung to the tune of “Baa, Baa, Black Sheep”)

What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

Big Question 8 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 13					                         
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
It’s more than they could ever deserve.
Verse 1
God loves His people from all places,
from all times, with ev’ry kind of faces.
God loves His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loves them all through Jesus Christ.
DDD BQ 8 BT 3 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Go to the Deep Down Detectives 
Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get 
the Bible story and many more 
resources and songs for this unit 
at praisefactory.org

Refrain
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve.
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve. 
Verse 2
God loved His people before the beginning,
Even before they were repenting and believing,
God loved His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loved them all through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3
God loved His people, 
He sent Jesus,
To save them, 
so forever they would 
be His,
God loves His people 
from ev’ry nation,
And He always will 
through Jesus Christ. 
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 2                                                      
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
       Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.”---Romans 8:28, ESV

Learn a Little: “For those who love God, all things work together for good.”

Meaning

These verses remind us that God’s people are those who love Him. In His great love, He has called them to turn away from 
their sins and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins. This is what it means to be justified. But being justified is just 
the beginning of God’s good plans for His people. He also planned for all things in their lives—both enjoyable things and 
hard things— to be for the good purpose of making them more like Jesus. Yes, God planned to use all of these things to 
prepare His people for life with Him in heaven.  What will life in heaven be like for them? There, they will be glorified! They 
will be freed from sin forever! God will make them a pure reflection of His glory. This is God’s wonderful plan for making 
everything in His people’s lives for their good and His glory. We can become God’s people by turning away from our sins 
and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1. What does God use for the good in His people’s lives? All things...even sad, bad and hard things!
2. Who do God’s people love? God.
3. Who has a purpose for God’s people? God does.
4. Who does God plan to make His people like? Like Jesus.
5. How can we become God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
We praise You, God, for being so good and so powerful! You even use all of Your people’s sadnesses for their good. You 
show how good and great You are!

God, You promise to use all things for the good in the lives of Your people, but many times we don’t trust that You will. 
We act like Your plans aren’t good or that You aren’t really in control. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You for Your amazing promises to work good even in all of our sadnesses, when we trust in You as our Savior. 
Thank You that You can work good things in even the biggest sadnesses and the scariest things that happen to us. 
Thank You for the good You will do that we do not yet see.   

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love You 
and trust You. Do many good things even through our sadnesses --good things that show others how good and great 
You are. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

And We Know: Romans 8:28-29, ESV   from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8 , track 27				                        

And we know that for those who love God 
All things work together for good, 
And we know that for those who love God 
All things work together for good, 
For those who are called, according to his purpose,
For those who are called, according to his purpose.

Refrain: 
All things work together for good, 
All things work together for good,
All things, all things, all things, Work together for good.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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For those he foreknew, he also predestined,  
For those he foreknew, he also predestined,  
To be conformed to the image of his Son, 
That he might be the firstborn among many. 
To be conformed to the image of his Son, 
That he might be the firstborn among many.  Refrain
Romans Eight, twenty-eight and nine.
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 3                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
       Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Uses Their Sadnesses for Good!

Bible Truth 3 Meaning
Everyone has troubles. We all have times when we are sad or scared. Sometimes people are mean to us. Sometimes bad 
things happen to us or to the people we love. When bad things happen to God’s people, they keep on trusting in Him. They 
know God loves them and that He is in control. They know that He promises to use every trouble they have for their good 
and to show how good and powerful He is. And, while sometimes it may be hard to see what good God could possibly 
bring through their troubles, God’s people know that one day they will understand His good plans. And on that day, they 
will have nothing but praise for God, when they see how He truly did work all things for good in their lives. And that’s why 
God’s people can praise and thank God now for those good things, even before they know what they are, and even while 
they are still in the middle of their sadnesses. God is that good! They can trust Him that much, even with what they don’t 
yet understand. We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.”---Romans 8:28, ESV

Some Questions for You   

1. Whose sadness did Jesus use for the good in this story? The blind man’s sadness.
2. What were the blind man’s sadnesses? He could not see, even from birth. He could not help his father take care of the family 
by making money. Many people said that he (or his parents) must have done something terribly wrong for him to be born blind.
3. How did Jesus use the blind man’s sadnesses for good? Jesus healed the blind man eyes so he could see. Many people--
including the blind man--believed in Jesus when they saw the amazing way that Jesus healed him. God even uses the story of the 
blind man to help us to believe in Jesus!
4. Jesus healed the blind man’s eyes so they could see; and, He gave him faith to believe in Him. Who in the story had eyes 
that worked, but could not “see” (believe) that Jesus really was God’s Son sent to save His people? The teachers at the Temple, 
the special meeting place of God.
5. What good thing might God use the blind man’s story to do in us? To help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as 
our Savior.

Let’s Pray!
We praise You, God, for being so good and so powerful! You even use all of Your people’s sadnesses for their good. You 
show how good and great You are!

God, You promise to use all things for the good in the lives of Your people, but many times we don’t trust that You will. 
We act like Your plans aren’t good or that You aren’t really in control. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You for Your amazing promises to work good even in all of our sadnesses, when we trust in You as our Savior. 
Thank You that You can work good things in even the biggest sadnesses and the scariest things that happen to us. 
Thank You for the good You will do that we do not yet see.   

God, work deep inside our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love You 
and trust You. Do many good things even through our sadnesses --good things that show others how good and great 
You are. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now! 

Big Q & A 8 Hymn: And Can It Be   
from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 18

Refrain
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Words: Charles Wesley   Music: Thomas Campbell

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

DDD BQ 8 BT 3 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good  
from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 19		

God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
He’s so good (powerful, holy) to me.
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 4, Lesson 1                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
              Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Will Never Stop Loving His People!

Bible Truth 4 Meaning

Our love for others changes. Sometimes we love others a lot. Sometimes we don’t love them very much. But God’s love for His 
people is not like that. God’s love for His people never changes. God loved His people before they loved Him or even knew 
Him. He paid for their sins through Jesus’ perfect life, when He suffered and died on the cross. He adopts them as His people, 
when they turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. Nothing will ever stop God from loving His people! They 
are bound in love to Him through Jesus, and that is a love that will never, ever end! We can become God’s people when we turn 
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.” 
--Hosea 2:19, ESV

Some Questions for You   

1. Does our love for others stay the same or change? It changes.
2. Does God’s love for His people change? It never changes.
3. Did God love His people before they loved Him? Yes, He did.
4. Did God love His people when they first trusted Him? Yes, He did.
5. How long will God keep on loving His people? Forever!
6. What can stop God from loving His people? Nothing!
7. How can we become God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You love them with a love that will never, ever end.

God, You offer us a love that will never end, but many times, we choose to not love You. We choose to live life our own 
way, even if it means breaking Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You that all who put their trust in You can rest in Your love 
forever.  

God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love You 
and help us to know Your love. Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.   

Let’s Sing about What We’re Learning! 

Big Q & A 8 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 12	
(sung to the tune of “Baa, Baa, Black Sheep”)

What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
More than they could ever deserve!

Big Question 8 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 13					                         

What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
What is God’s love for His people like?
It’s more than they could ever deserve.
Verse 1
God loves His people from all places,
from all times, with ev’ry kind of faces.
God loves His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loves them all through Jesus Christ.
Refrain
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve.
God’s love for His people is more than they could ever deserve.
Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
DDD BQ 8 BT4 L1 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Verse 2
God loved His people before the beginning,
Even before they were repenting and believing,
God loved His people from ev’ry nation,
And He loved them all through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3
God loved His people, He sent Jesus,
To save them, so forever they would be His,
God loves His people from ev’ry nation,
And He always will through Jesus Christ. 
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 4, Lesson 2                                                      
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
              Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Will Never Stop Loving His People!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.” 
--Hosea 2:19, ESV

Learn a Little: “I will betroth you to me forever... in love.”

Meaning

To be betrothed to someone is to make a special promise to love them always. Men and women in Bible times used to 
make special betrothal promises to each other before they got married. In the Bible, God tells us that He betroths Himself 
to His people. That means He promises to always love them. He will always be faithful to them. He will always love and care 
for them. He will always be righteous and just in how He treats them--that means He will always love His people by doing 
the right thing. He will never do anything evil or treat them badly.  He will always show them mercy and treat them with 
tenderness and kindness. The Bible also tells us that at the end of time, all of God’s people will live with God forever. Jesus 
will be like the bridegroom who greets his bride on his wedding day with great joy and begins his life with the one he loves. 
There will never be anything better than this life with God! We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins 
and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Some Questions for You

1. What does betroth mean? Making a special promise to love someone always.
2. What does it mean that God betrothes Himself to His people? He will always love them.
3. What is God’s love like? It is perfect. It is tender and kind. He only does good to His people. It’s always just what they need.
4. How can we become God’s people? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. He loves to answer 
these prayers! Ask Him to help you!

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You love them with a love that will never, ever end.

God, You offer us a love that will never end, but many times, we choose to not love You. We choose to live life our own 
way, even if it means breaking Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You that all who put their trust in You can rest in Your love 
forever.  

God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love You 
and help us to know Your love. Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.   

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

I Will Betroth You to Me, Hosea 2:19, ESV  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 29				                        

I will betroth you to me forever, 
I will betroth you to me forever, 
In righteousness and justice, 
In love and in mercy.
I will betroth you to me forever, 
I will betroth you to me forever, 
Hosea Two, nineteen.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

A

C

T

S

DDD BQ 8 BT4 L2 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2



253

D
D

D
 8

.4
  L

3 
Co

lo
rin

g 
Sh

ee
t/

Ta
ke

 H
om

e 
pg

.1

W
hi

ch
 f

ou
r 

of
 th

es
e 

cl
ue

s 
be

lo
ng

 in
 o

ur
 s

to
ry

? 
W

hi
ch

 tw
o 

do
 n

ot
? 

Pu
t a

n 
X 

in
 th

e 
bo

xe
s 

of
 th

e 
fo

ur
 th

at
 b

el
on

g.

A
ns

w
er

: T
he

 h
ar

p,
 th

e 
ve

ry
 ta

ll 
m

an
, A

bs
al

om
 a

nd
 th

e 
ca

ve
 b

el
on

g 
in

 th
e 

st
or

y.
 T

he
 b

ut
te

rfl
y 

an
d 

th
e 

ca
ke

 d
o 

no
t.

A
 S

on
 N

am
ed

 A
bs

al
om

   
   

   
   

   
   

  A
 C

ak
e 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
A

 C
av

e

A
 H

ar
p 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  A

 V
er

y 
Ta

ll M
an

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

A
 B

ut
te

rf
ly



254

Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 8, Bible Truth 4, Lesson 3                                                       
Big Question 8: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
              Answer: It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve... God Will Never Stop Loving His People!

Bible Truth 4 Meaning

Our love for others changes. Sometimes we love others a lot. Sometimes we don’t love them very much. But God’s love for His 
people is not like that. God’s love for His people never changes. God loved His people before they loved Him or even knew 
Him. He paid for their sins through Jesus’ perfect life, when He suffered and died on the cross. He adopts them as His people, 
when they turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. Nothing will ever stop God from loving His people! They 
are bound in love to Him through Jesus, and that is a love that will never, ever end! We can become God’s people when we turn 
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.” 
--Hosea 2:19, ESV

Some Questions for You   

1. Today we learned something about God’s love for His people. We learned that God Will Never Stop Loving His People. 
Who knew this is our story today? David.
2. How did thinking about God’s love help David do great, good things? He knew that God would take care of him. He thought 
about how great God’s love was for him, as one of His people, and he delighted to do great, good things to show others how great 
God is.
3. How did thinking about God’s love help David in bad times? God helped David see his sins, turn away from their and ask for 
His forgiveness...and God, in His great love, did!
4. How did thinking about God’s love help David in sad times? God’s love comforted him when there was no one else to 
comfort him.
5. What did David look forward to most of all? To the day when he would live with God forever in heaven. How close he would 
live to God, enjoying all of His love for him, as one of God’s people! This would be best of all!
6. How can we become God’s dearly-loved people, like David was? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our 
Savior.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You love them with a love that will never, ever end.

God, You offer us a love that will never end, but many times, we choose to not love You. We choose to live life our own 
way, even if it means breaking Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You that all who put their trust in You can rest in Your love 
forever.  

God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to love You 
and help us to know Your love. Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.   

Let’s Praise God Right Now! 

Big Q & A 8 Hymn: And Can It Be   from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 18

Refrain
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love, how can it be?
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Words: Charles Wesley   Music: Thomas Campbell

Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 8, track 19		
God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
God is so good (powerful, holy),
He’s so good (powerful, holy) to me.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 8 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

A

C

T

S

DDD BQ 8 BT4 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2


	Unit 8 Overview
	BIble Truth 1 
	Bible Truth Overview
	Story Scenes

	BIble Truth 2
	Bible Truth Overview
	Story Scenes

	Bible Truth 3
	Bible Truth Overview
	Story Scenes

	Bible Truth 4
	Bible Truth Overview
	Story Scenes

	Take-Home Sheets
	Bible Truth 1
	Bible Truth 2
	Bible Truth 3
	Bible Truth 4




