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Deep Down Detectives Curriculum Resources

There are five companion resources for each of the sixteen units of Deep Down Detectives. Use whichever
resources are useful to your setting. Deep Down Detectives resources are available as free, digital downloads at
praisefactory.org, or for purchase as hard copies through amazon.com.

Make sure to check out the “Bits and Pieces” section of the Deep Down Detectives curriculum online. It has all of
the resources separated out making it easy for you simply to pick, choose and print out whatever you want.

Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum Book, ESV/NIV for each unit
The Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book contains the curriculum introduction, the lesson plans,
stories, music, activities and take home sheets for each of the units.

Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids with Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each unit

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, easy-to-use, colorful
scenes that you hold up in sequence as you tell the story. The story text for each scene in printed on the
bottom of each scene.

Deep Down Detectives Simple Story Scenes, ESV/NIV for each volume
This resource includes only 2-page overview for Bible Truth, the story scenes, and take home sheets. This is
a great, basic resource for use at home and in many classroom teaching situations.

Deep Down Detectives Small Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Small Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit, PLUS, colorful storyboard
(flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are for use with
storyboards at least 24" x 36" in size.

Deep Down Detectives Large Format Visual Aids, ESV/NIV (Large Format Storyboard Pictures) for
each volume

This resource provides large, colorful signs of the key concepts used in the unit. It also provides colorful
storyboard (flannelgraph) pictures to cut out and use as you tell each story. These storyboard pictures are
for use with storyboards 36" x 48" in size.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by licensed users.

Other Resources in the Praise Factory Family of Curriculum

Deep Down Detectives is the second in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

« Hide'n’Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5s)
«  Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
«  PFI: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but are presented in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, yet leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.



Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts P1
Unit 4: The God Like None Other

Unit Big Question (and Answer): Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like? He's Not Like Anyone Else!
Unit Bible Verse: “O LORD... there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below.” 1 Kings 8:23
Bible Truth 1 Concept: He’s Not Like Anyone Else...He is a Glorious Spirit

God is a spirit, great and glorious. We cannot see God'’s Spirit with our eyes or touch His Spirit with our hands.
So how can we know what God’s Spirit is like? God’s Word, the Bible tells us! The Bible tells us of times, long
ago, when God let people see some of His glory--the shiny brightness of His pure goodness and greatness.
And, it tells us that God made each of us with a spirit a bit like His great and glorious Spirit so that we can know
and love Him. Best of all, God sent His Son, Jesus to earth, giving Him a body so He could be our Savior. Jesus
showed us what God is like. He was fully God AND fully a man, all together in one! How amazing!

But most of amazing of all will be the day when God’s people see Jesus in heaven. There He will be shining
brightly with the beautiful glory of God’s Spirit. How wonderful that will be to see Him like that!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: John 4:24
“God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
Learn a Little: “God is spirit.”

Meaning

Jesus tells us in these verses that God is spirit. He tells us that anyone who wants to be a true follower, a true
worshipper of God, will worship God with the spirit He put inside of us. How do we do this? By turning from our
sins, believing in Jesus, the Son of God, and trusting in Him as our Savior. When we do, God puts His Holy Spirit
inside our spirit. He works powerfully inside us, helping us to live out our faith in Him by seeking to know Him
more and more, and to love Him in everything we do in our lives.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, that You are the great and awesome God. There is no god like You. You are a glorious
spirit!

C God, many times we forget how great You are. We cannot see You and we act like You are not there. We forget
to praise You. Please forgive us.

T Thank You, God, for wanting us to know and love You, even though we are just little people and You are the
great and awesome God, a glorious spirit. Thank You for giving us a spirit to know and love You.

S God, help us to tell others about You so they can know how great and awesome You are. Help us to know and
love You truly from our hearts. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness
1 Kings 6:8; 2 Chronicles 3-4,6-7



Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 Overview: Key Concepts

p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 1

Big Q & A 4 Song

Big Question 4 Song: Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

Inspector Graff's Rap: The ABC’s of God

Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: There Is No God Like You 1 Kings 8:23, NIV 1984
Extra Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: 1 Am God Isaiah 46:9,11, NIV 1984

Big Question 4 Hymn: Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children

Big Question 4 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: God Is Spirit John 4:24, NIV 1984

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons oy takeout P
The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness . ?'“:"?

1 Kings 6:8; 2 Chronicles 3-4,6-7

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness. Here is your listening assignment.” Read
from Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to find out:

1. What was the special celebration on the Day of Blazing Brightness?
2. What caused the Blazing Brightness? What did it mean?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is John 4:24
“God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

I need to find out:

1. What did God do on the Day of Blazing Brightness that showed the people He had come to meet with
them in the new, worship house?

2. What did the people do that showed they wanted to worship the LORD in spirit and truth?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

Our six clues were: gold; popcorn; a special box; a trumpet; a man named Hiram, and a ball.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2.Who praised the LORD on the Day of Blazing Brightness? What did they ask Him to do?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P2

The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness 7 Kings 6:8; 2 Chronicles 3-4,6-7
Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

King David lived in a big, beautiful house made of the finest wood, but the Ark of the Covenant (the special,
golden box where God would meet with His people) lived in a tent.

“Why should I live in a palace and God meet with us in just a tent! | want to build a fine, worship house for
the LORD,” he told Nathan, God’s messenger.

But Nathan told King David, “The LORD says, “No, | don’t want you to build the Worship House for Me. |
want your son, Solomon to build it. He will build it when he becomes king, after you die.”

David obeyed the LORD. He did not build the Worship House; BUT, he did do something to get ready for it.
Can you guess what he did?

King David saved up lots of golden money. He would make sure that Solomon could buy everything needed
to build the beautiful Worship House when he became king.

At last, David died and Solomon became king. Solomon didn’t forget that he was to build the Worship
House for the LORD. He went right to work!

Solomon hired thousands of workers. He sent some of them to Lebanon, a nearby country where there
were the best building supplies. “Go to the forests of Lebanon and cut down lots of the tall, cedar trees.
Float them down the sea and bring them here to Jerusalem,” the king told the workers.

Other workers he sent deep down to the stone quarries. “Go down to the (SB8) quarries and cut huge
blocks of the beautiful, white, imestone. Drag them up here,” Solomon told others. “This Worship House
will be made from the best wood and the most beautiful stone!” he exclaimed.

The men worked hard. They brought all the wood and the stone to Jerusalem. Now it was time to build!

King Solomon searched for the best builder he could find. He chose a man named Hiram. “Hiram, take all
of this wood and limestone. Build the best Worship House you can. My workers will help you. Carve it with
beautiful designs. Decorate it will fine cloth. Cover it with gold, too. Nothing is too good for the LORD’s
Worship House. It will be His Temple,” Solomon told him.

Hiram and the workers worked for a long, long time. They used the wood and the stones, the fine cloth, and
the gold to make the Temple. The LORD helped Hiram make it just right.

Hiram used the white limestone on the outside of the Worship House. It glistened in the sun. It reminded
the people of the LORD’s glory--the beautiful shiny, brightness that shines out from His Spirit.



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Hiram used the wood inside the Temple to make walls. He covered the floors and walls in gold. He carved in
angels, trees, fruits and flowers. He added beautiful, sparkly jewels. The Temple would remind the people
of the beautiful Garden that God gave people at the beginning of the world. There, Adam and Eve enjoyed
perfect closeness with God before they disobeyed Him.

Best of all, was the little room where the Ark of the Covenant would be. God would meet with His people
there. It was hidden behind curtains decorated with angels and trees. Everything in this room was covered
in gold! When Hiram finished everything, it was time to gather the people.

At last the Worship House was done. Can you guess what it was time for now?
Can you guess?

It was time for everyone to worship the LORD!

King Solomon sent messages to the people, far and wide: “The Worship House is done. It’s time to get
ready to worship the LORD!”

“People, bring your worship gifts of sheep and goats and cows. Come and gather with me at the great altar
outside the Worship House,” the king told them.“Come, priests and Levites! You are the only ones allowed
to carry the Ark and other special, worship things into the new, Worship House. It’s time to put them in,”
the king ordered. “Come, worship leaders, get ready to lead us! Wash yourselves and put on your special,
white, worship clothes. Get your musical instruments ready to play,” Solomon told them. “You're going to

lead us all in worshipping the LORD.”

Everyone did what King Solomon told them to do.“Maa, maa, baa, baa, moo, moo!” The people came with
thousands and thousands of worship gifts of sheep and goats and cows. They gathered together with the
King by the altar outside of the Temple, the new Worship House.

“Wash, wash, scrub, scrub,” the worship leaders washed themselves and put on their special, white clothes.
They got out their musical instruments and tuned them up. There were trumpets and cymbals and harps
and lyres. Everyone waited by the altar. What were they waiting for?

Can you guess?

It was the Ark and all of the other special worship things! And here they came: the priests and Levites
carrying them all from the tent and to the new Worship House. And as they came, King Solomon and the
people began to offer their worship gifts to the LORD.

Everyone watched as the Levites and priests set all the golden, worship things in place in the big room.
Then last of all, they put the Ark beneath the cherubim in its special, little room. As the priests and Levites
came out of the Temple, the musicians picked up their instruments and began to play and sing, “Praise to
the LORD, for He is good, for His love goes on and on and on.” How happy they were that the Ark of the
Covenant had come home to the new Worship House!

King Solomon and the people kept offering thieir worship gifts. Higher and higher and higher the worship
gifts piled up. Oh, how everyone wanted to honor the LORD!

13



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italicss

Then, shhhh! Everyone got very quiet as King Solomon led them in a prayer to the LORD.

Solomon spread out his hands before God and prayed: “LORD, there is no God like you, in heaven or on
earth. You are too great to live in this Worship House. The whole world isn’t even big enough to hold You,”
the king prayed. “But please, LORD, make this a special, Worship House where all people can come and
pray to You, and praise You, and bring their worship gifts to You. Please have Your special presence dwell
here. Accept our prayers,” he prayed.

The LORD heard King Solomon’s prayer. He WOULD have His special presence dwell there at the Worship
House. He WOULD listen to their prayers and receive their praises and worship gifts!

But how would King Solomon and the people know that the LORD answered their prayer? After all, the
LORD is a Spirit. They could not see Him with their eyes. They could not touch Him with their hands. How
would they know if His special presence had really come to dwell in the new Worship House?

Can you guess what the LORD would do?
King Solomon and the people did not have to wait long to find out. Suddenly, there was a bright flash of

light and a big wave of heat as the LORD sent a great fire down from heaven that whooshed down and
burned up that huge pile of worship gifts on the altar. That was one, amazing “yes”answer to their prayers!

But that was not all. Next, the LORD did something even more amazing than that great fire from heaven.
Something that would show the people FOR SURE that He can chosen the special, Worship House as His
meeting place with them.

Can you guess what He did?

God showed the people some of His beautiful, shiny glory--the wonderful, shiny brightness that shines out
from His Spirit.

Yes! King Solomon, the priests, Levites, worship leaders, and all the people watched as God’s beautiful
glory came down from heaven like a great, sparkly cloud. It covered up the top of the whole Worship
House. And inside, it filled so full that none of the worship leaders could even go in!

Now everyone really knew that the LORD had said “yes” to all of their prayers!

He had accepted all their worship gifts and showed them some of His glory. His presence would dwell in
the worship house. He would meet with the people there.

Then, everyone including the great, King Solomon, himself, fell down flat on his face and worshiped the
LORD. They gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “Praise to the LORD, for He is good, for His love goes on and
on and on.”

And they stayed right there next to the Worship House for seven, whole days, worshipping and celebrating
with a big party.



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 use with all THREE lessons

P5

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. What was the special celebration on the Day of
Blazing Brightness? The new Worship House was
finished and ready to be used for worship.

2. What caused the Blazing Brightness? What did
it mean? The blazing brightness was the glory of the
LORD that came down from heaven and filled the
special worship house. It was how the LORD showed
the people that He would meet with them in the new
Worship House.

For You and Me:

How wonderful it must have been to see the beautiful
glory of the LORD’s Spirit that day! But how more
amazing it is that God’s own Son, Jesus would come
to earth to live among us, and to suffer and die for our
sins! He can be our Savior, when we turn away from our
sins and trust in Him as our Savior. Then, He will send
the Holy Spirit to live inside our very hearts and meet
with us, His dearly-loved people, there!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is John 4:24

“God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in
spirit and in truth.”

1.What did God do on the Day of Blazing Brightness
that showed He had come to meet with the peoplein
the new Worship House? He let them see the blazing
brightness from the glory of His Spirit as it came down
and filled the new Worship House.

2.What did the people do that showed they wanted
toworship the LORD in spiritand truth? They brought
their worship gifts to the LORD. They sang praises to
Him. They prayed to Him and bowed before Him.

For You and Me:

God wants us to worship Him in spirit and truth, too.
How can we do that? We can sing praises to Him and
pray to Him, like those people did long ago. Most of all,
we can turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior. God can help us do this. Ask Him!

15

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: gold; popcorn; a special box; a
trumpet; a man named Hiram, and a ball.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The gold; the special box; the trumpet; and, Hiram.

2. Who praised the LORD on the Day of Blazing
Brightness? What did they ask Him to do? The
King, the worship leaders and all the people praised
the LORD. King Solomon asked the LORD to make the
special, worship house the place where He would meet
with them.

For You and Me:

Long ago, the people needed the special, worship
house to meet with God, but no more! Jesus came and
He made the way for us to meet with God and be His
people without the special, worship house. Jesus paid
for the sins of God’s people when He suffered and died
on the cross. He rose from the dead on the third day,
showing He had done it! Now all who turn away from
their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior, can be saved.
They can know special closeness with God in their
hearts by His Holy Spirit. And one day, they will go to
live with Him in all His glory forever! God can help us
become His people. Ask Him!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else...

He is a Glorious Spirit!

God is a glorious Spirit who we cannot see. But God
sent Jesus, His Son to earth to be our Savior. He was still
God, but now He was human, too. How amazing!

And what did Jesus have to do to be our Savior? He
lived a perfect life, then He gave it up as He suffered and
died on the cross. He took the punishment for sin that
we deserve so we could be God’s people. He was our
special worship gift. The last one we would ever need.
On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He
had really beaten sin and death for us. Now all who turn
away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior
will be forgiven. They will enjoy wonderful special
closeness with God as His people, now. And when they
die, they will go to live in His glorious presence forever.
God can help you become one of His people, too. Ask
Him! He loves to do this!

Close in prayer.



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 1 use with al THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, that You are the great and
awesome God. There is no god like You. You are a
glorious spirit!

C God, many times we forget how great You are. We
cannot see You and we act like You are not there.
We forget to praise You. Please forgive us.

T Thank You, God, for wanting us to know and love
You, even though we are just little people and You
are the great and awesome God, a glorious spirit.
Thank You for giving us a spirit to know and love
You.

s God, help us to tell others about You so they can
know how great and awesome You are. Help us to
know and love You truly from our hearts. In Jesus’
name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.

16
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 4:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
and the Answer is:
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

Meaning:

There are many gods that people worship, but none is like
the LORD. He is the one, true God. He's not like anyone else!
He's always been alive--and He will never die. He’s completely
good and loving. He’s all-powerful and all-wise. And that’s
just the beginning of what the LORD is like. He is so great!
There will always be more of Him to know.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 4 Song

DDD NIV Songs 4, track 12

(adapted version of “Have You Ever Seen a Lassie”)

Can anybody tell me,

Tell me, tell me,

Can anybody tell me,

What the LORD is like?

He's not like anyone else,
Anyone else, anyone else,
He's not like anyone else,
That's what the LORD is like.

DDD 4 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“He’s not like anyone else”is a good beginning, but there’s so
more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down even deeper for
more answers to our Big Question about God. We're going
to be learning EIGHT Bible truths that all tell us more about
what God is like.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our eight Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the eight truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we
can figure out which of these four truths we will be learning
about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big Question
Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 4 Unit All Bible Truths--Back

20
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
HeIs a Glorious 222? 1"

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “What does God glory shine out from? It
starts with an“s”and it rhymes with “hear it

I U

Can you guess? It's “spirit.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
He Is a Glorious SPIRIT!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

God is a spirit, great and glorious. We cannot see God’s Spirit
with our eyes or touch His Spirit with our hands. So how
can we know what God'’s Spirit is like? God's Word, the Bible
tells us! The Bible tells us of times, long ago, when God let
people see some of His glory--the shiny brightness of His
pure goodness and greatness. And, it tells us that God made
each of us with a spirit a bit like His great and glorious Spirit
so that we can know and love Him.

Best of all, God sent His Son, Jesus to earth, giving Him a
body so He could be our Savior. Jesus showed us what God
is like. He was fully God AND fully a man, all together in one!
How amazing!

DDD 4, Bible Truth 1--Back

22



JuoL--21NId 3SI9A 3(q!g L'y AAd

w010 _ héh Wyor
it | SYInJay Ul pup paids ui

1n0 3D} |4 IPNSIA

diysJdom jsnwi suaddiysdom siy pup ‘paids si poo,,

2 % .

W\

23




Bible Truth | Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

John 4:24 tells us:

John 4:24
“God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

Learn a Little: “God is spirit.”

What does that mean?

Jesus tells us in these verses that God is spirit. He tells us that anyone
who wants to be a true follower, a true worshipper of God, will wor-
ship God with the spirit He put inside of us. How do we do this? By
turning from our sins, believing in Jesus, the Son of God, and trusting
in Him as our Savior. When we do, God puts His Holy Spirit inside our
spirit. He works powerfully inside us, helping us to live out our faith
in Him by seeking to know Him more and more, and to love Him in
everything we do in our lives.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see
what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone
like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

God Is Spirit:
John 4:24

DDD NIV Songs 4, track19

God is spirit, God is spirit,
And those who worship him
Worship in spirit and truth.
God is spirit, God is spirit,
And those who worship him
Worship in spirit and truth.
John Four, twenty-four.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 4.1 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness.”

| need to find out:

l. What was the special celebration on the Day of
Blazing Brightness?

AND

2. What caused the Blazing Brightness? What did it
mean?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. What was the special celebration on the Day of Blazing Brightness?
The new Worship House was finished and ready to be used for worship.

2. What caused the Blazing Brightness? What did it mean? The blazing
brightness was the glory of the LORD that came down from heaven and
filled the special worship house. It was how the LORD showed the people
that He would meet with them in the new Worship House.

For You and Me:

How wonderful it must have been to see the beautiful glory of the LORD’s
Spirit that day! But how more amazing it is that God's own Son, Jesus would
come to earth to live among us, and to suffer and die for our sins! He can be
our Savior, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Him as our Savior.
Then, He will send the Holy Spirit to live inside our very hearts and meet with
us, His dearly-loved people, there!

DDD 4.1 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness.”

Our Bible verse is John 4:24
“God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit
and in truth.”

| need tfo find out:

l. What did God do on the Day of Blazing Brightness that
showed the people He had come to meet with them in the
new, worship house?

AND

2. What did the people do that showed they wanted to
worship the LORD in spirit and truth?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is John 4:24
“God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

1. What did God do on the Day of Blazing Brightness that showed He
had come to meet with the people in the new Worship House? He let them
see the blazing brightness from the glory of His Spirit as it came down and
filled the new Worship House.

2, What did the people do that showed they wanted to worship the
LORD in spirit and truth? They brought their worship gifts to the LORD.
They sang praises to Him. They prayed to Him and bowed before Him.

For You and Me:

God wants us to worship Him in spirit and truth, too. How can we do that?
We can sing praises to Him and pray to Him, like those people did long ago.
Most of all, we can turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
God can help us do this. Ask Him!

DDD 4.1 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Defectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Day of Blazing Brightness.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: gold; popcorn; a special box; a trumpet; a
man named Hiram, and a baill.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. Who praised the LORD on the Day of Blazing
Brightness? What did they ask Him fo do?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four pictures belong in the story and which two do not?

The gold; the special box; the trumpet; and, Hiram belong in the story. The
popcorn and the ball do not.

2. Who praised the LORD on the Day of Blazing Brightness? What did
they ask Him to do? The King, the worship leaders and all the people praised
the LORD. King Solomon asked the LORD to make the special, worship house
the place where He would meet with them.

For You and Me:

Long ago, the people needed the special, worship house to meet with God,
but no more! Jesus came and He made the way for us to meet with God
and be His people without the special, worship house. Jesus paid for the
sins of God’s people when He suffered and died on the cross. He rose from
the dead on the third day, showing He had done it! Now all who turn away
from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior, can be saved. They can know
special closeness with God in their hearts by His Holy Spirit. And one day,
they will go to live with Him in all His glory forever! God can help us become
His people. Ask Him!

DDD 4.1 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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DDD 4.1 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment Clue Picture 6 for kids
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. King David lived in a big, beautiful house made of the finest stone
and wood, but the Ark of the Covenant (the special, golden box
where God would meet with His people) lived in a tent.

King David didn't like that. “Why should | live in a padlace and God
meel with us in just a fent! | want to build a fine, worship house for
the LORD,” he told Nathan, God's messenger.
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2. But Nathan fold King David, “The LORD says, “No, | don't want you fo
build the Worship House for Me. | want your son, Solomon, to build it.
He will build it when he becomes king, affer you die.”
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3. David obeyed the LORD. He did not build the Worship House; BUT,
he did do something to get ready for it. King David saved up lots
of golden money. He would make sure that Solomon could buy

everything needed tfo build the beautiful Worship House when he
became King.

42



‘Bury swpdag ay usym asnoH diysdom [njiinobaqg sy} pjing o} papasu BulyjAdans Anq
jpjno> Uowojos oy} a4ns oW pjnom s ‘Asuow uspjob jo sjo] dn paAbs piabqg Bury ‘i Joj Apoad
196 o} Buyjswios op pip 8y ‘Ing *asnoy diysdom 3y} pling jou pip 3H @01 Y4 PRASd0 piAb( €

\‘ d L ! .."_..‘v\




4. At last, David died and Solomon became king.

Solomon didn't forget that he was to build the Worship House for the
LORD. He went right fo work! Solomon hired thousands of workers.
He sent some of them to Lebanon, a nearby country where there
were the best building supplies.

“Go fo the forests of Lebanon and cut down lots of the fall, cedar
trees. Float them down the sea and bring them here to Jerusalem,”
the king fold the workers.
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5. Solomon sent other workers deep down in the earth fo get stone.

“Go down fo the quarries and cut huge blocks of the beautiful, white
imestone. Drag them up here,” Solomon fold others. “This Worship
House will be made from the best wood and the most beautiful
stone!” he exclaimed.

The men worked hard. They brought the wood and the stone to
Jerusalem. Now it was time to build!
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6. Next, King Solomon searched for the best builder he could find. He
chose a man named Hiram.

“Hiram, fake dll of this wood and limestone. Build the best Worship
House you can. My workers will help you. Carve it with beautiful
designs. Decorate it will fine cloth. Cover it with gold, too. Nothing is
foo good for the LORD’s Worship House. It will be His Temple,” Solomon
fold him.
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1. Hram and the workers worked for a long, long time. They used
the wood and the stones, the fine cloth, and the gold to make the
Temple. The LORD helped Hiram make it just right. Hiram used the
white limestfone on the outside. It glistened in the sun. It reminded
the people of the LORD's glory--the beautiful shiny, brightness that
shines out from His Spirit.
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8. Hiram used the wood inside the Temple to make wallls. He covered
the floors and wallls in gold. He carved in angels, trees, fruits and
flowers. He added beautiful, sparkly jewels. The Temple would
remind the people of the beautiful Garden that God gave people at
the beginning of the world. There, Adam and Eve enjoyed perfect
closeness with God before they disobeyed Hm.

Best of dll, was the little room where the Ark of the Covenant would
be. God would meet with His people there. It was hidden behind
curtains decorated with angels and trees. Everything in this room
was covered in gold! When Hiram finished everything, it was time
fo gather the people.
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4. King Solomon sent messages to everyone: “The Worship House is
done. It's time to worship the LORD! People, bring your worship gifts
of sheep, goats, and bulls. Come and gather with me at the great
altar outside the Worship House,” the king told them.

“Come, priests and Levites! You are the only ones dllowed fo carry
the Ark and other special, worship things info the new, Worship
House. It's time fo put them in,” the king ordered.

“Come, worship leaders, get ready fo lead us! Wash yourselves
and put on your special, white, worship clothes. Get your musical
instruments ready fo play,” Solomon told them. “You're going to lead
us all in worshipping the LORD.”
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|0. Everyone did what King Solomon tfold them to do.

“Maa, maa, baa, baa, moo, moo!” The people came with thousands
and thousands of worship gifts of sheep, goats, and cows. They
gathered fogether with the King by the alfar outside of the Temple,
the new Worship House.
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. “Wash, wash, scrub, scrub,” the priests, Levites, and worship
leaders washed themselves, then put on their special, white clothes.
They gof out their musical instruments and tuned them up. There
were trumpets and cymbals and harps and lyres.
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2. Everyone walched and waited by the dltar for the bringing of
the Ark and other worship things info the Temple. And here they
came: the priests and Levites carrying them from the tent o the
beautiful, new Worship House. And as they came, King Solomon and
the people began fo offer their worship gifts to the LORD.
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13. The worship leaders set dll the golden worship things in place
in the big room. Then, last of dll, they put the Ark of the Covenant
beneath the cherubim in the little room (The Holy of Holies).
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4. As the priests and Leviles came out of the Temple, the musicians
picked up their instruments and began fo play and sing, “Praise 1o
the LORD, for He is good, for His love goes on and on and on.” How
happy they were that the Ark of the Covenant had come home fo
the new Worship Housel

King Solomon and the people kept offering their worship gifts.
Higher and higher and higher the worship gifts piled up. Oh, how
everyone wanted to honor the LORD!
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I5. Then, shhhh! Everyone got very quiet as King Solomon spread
out his hands before God and prayed: “LORD, there is no God like
you, in heaven or on earth. You are foo great to live in this Worship
House. The whole world isn't even big enough fo hold You,” the king
prayed.

“But please, LORD, make this a special place where dll people can
pray to You, praise You, and bring their worship gifts fo You. Please
have Your presence dwell here. Accept our prayers,” he prayed.
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6. The LORD heard King Solomon's prayer. He WOULD have His
presence dwell there in the Worship House. He WOULD listen to their
prayers and receive their praises and worship gifis!

But HOW would King Solomon and the people KNOW that the LORD
answered their prayers? After dll, the LORD is a glorious Spirit. They
could not see Hm with their eyes. They could not fouch Hm with
their hands. How would they know if His presence had really come
fo dwell in the Temple, the new Worship House?
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I7. King Solomon and the people did not have to wait long fo find out.
Suddenly, there was a bright flash of light and a big wave of heat
as the LORD sent down a great fire from heaven. It whooshed down

and burned up the huge pile of worship gifts on the alfar.

The LORD was answering their prayers with one, amazing “YES"!
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8. But that was not dll. Next, the LORD did something even more
amazing than sending that great fire from heaven. Something that
would show the people FOR SURE that He had chosen the Temple as
His meeting place with them. God showed the people some of His
beautiful, shiny glory--the wonderful, shiny brightness that shines
out from His Spirit.
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9. Yes!King Solomon, the priests, Levites, worship leaders, and all the
people walched as God's beautiful glory came down from heaven
ike a great, sparkly cloud. It covered up the fop of the Worship
House. And inside, it filled it so full of God's glory that none of the
priests or Levifes could even go in!

Now everyone redlly knew that the LORD had said “yes” fo dll of
their prayers! He had accepfed their worship gifts and showed
them some of His glory. His presence WOULD dwell in the Temple. He
WOULD meet with the people there.
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20. Then, everyone including the great, King Solomon, himself, fell
down flat on their faces and worshiped the LORD. They gave thanks
fo the LORD, saying, “Praise fo the LORD, for He is good, for His love
goes on and on and on.”

And they stayed right there next to the Worship House for seven,
whole days, worshipping and celebrating with a big party.
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DDD 4.1 Simple Story Scenes
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts P1

Unit 4: The God Like None Other
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like? He's Not Like Anyone Else!

Unit Bible Verse: “O LORD... there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below.” 1 Kings 8:23

Bible Truth 2 Concept: He’s Not Like Anyone Else...He is the One, True God

People look for a god to worship: someone or something that they honor as best; who is most important to
them; who they will love most of all; and, serve. And, someone or thing they can depend on to take care of
them.

Sometimes, people make their own gods. They cut them out of wood or stone and worship them. Sometimes,
people make things their god. They make having many nice things most important. They trust in their money
to take care of them. They never seem to have enough of it. Sometimes people worship other people or even
themselves! People are most important to them. They change what they say and do to please them, even if it's
wrong. What others think of them matters to them too much.

Money, people, and even wood and stone are all good things, but they were not meant to be worshipped.
There is really only one SOMEONE we are made to worship: it is the LORD, the one, true God. The LORD made
heaven and earth and everything init... even us! He is all-loving and all-good. He knows everything there is to
know and He can do whatever He wants to do. He's the one who can we can depend on to take care of us. He
is the only one who is really worthy of our worship. There is no one like Him.

Seek after the LORD! Live for Him! He promises that all who seek Him will find Him. How wonderful it is to know
and live for the LORD, the one, true God!

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Psalm 86:8,10

“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD; no deeds can compare with yours. For you are great and do
marvelous deeds; you alone are God.”

Learn a Little: “O LORD ... you alone are God.”

Meaning:

This verse tells us that there is no one like the LORD. If we compare anyone else’s deeds to the LORD’s, it is
easy to see just how great He is. He alone is God and worthy of our worship.

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, LORD, that You are the great and awesome God. There is no god like You!

C LORD, we should love and worship You alone, but many times we choose to worship other gods. We don’t
live for You. We don't honor You as best and most important. We don't depend on You to take care of us.
Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

T ThankYou, LORD, making us to know and worship You. Thank You for making the way for us to be forgiven of
our sins through Jesus. Thank You that now we can know and worship You because of Him.

S Work in our hearts! Help us to turn away from other things we are tempted to worship. Help us to trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Help us to worship only You! In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story
The Case of the Fight with Fire 1 Kings 18
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Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2

Big Q & A 4 Song

Big Question 4 Song: Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

Inspector Graff's Rap: The ABC’s of God

Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: There Is No God Like You 1 Kings 8:23, NIV 1984
Extra Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: 1 Am God Isaiah 46:9,11, NIV 1984

Big Question 4 Hymn: Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children

Big Question 4 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: Among the Gods Psalm 86:8-10, NIV 198

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 4
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons oy takeout P
The Case of the Fight with Fire 222
1 Kings 18 of BQB

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Fight with Fire. Here is your listening assignment.” Read from Detective
Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

| need to know:

1. What was the fight about?

2.Who won the fight? How did He use fire to show He had won?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

We learned: Psalm 86:8,10:
“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD; no deeds can compare with yours. For you are great and do
marvelous deeds; you alone are God.”

I need to know:
1. What marvelous thing did the LORD do with fire?
2.Who had to agree that there is no god like the LORD?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a bull; a god named Baal; a bush; dancing men; a pan; and, fire.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. Who praised the Lord for being the one, true God?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P2
The Case of the Fight with Fire 7 Kings 18

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

The LORD and the people of Israel made big promises to each other.

The LORD promised that He would always love them and take care of them. He would keep them safe and
give them everything they needed to be happy. Best of all, He would give them Himself to know and enjoy
forever.

The people of Israel promised the LORD something in return, too. Can you guess what that might be?

Can you guess?

They promised to love the LORD.

Now, that might sound very simple at first. But the love the LORD wanted His people to have for Him was
not a little, tiny love—Ilike a love that wakes up in the morning and says “Good morning, LORD! | love you,”
but then forgets Him the rest of the day.

No, the kind of love the LORD asked for was a love that loved Him with their whole lives, through the
whole day, in everything they did and said and even thought. It meant obeying all of His good laws and
worshipping Him as the One, True God.It meant obeying His good laws about loving others, too. So you
see, this was a very BIG love that the LORD asked the people to promise Him... and they happily promised
Him they would.

But it is one thing to make promises and it’s another thing to keep them, especially big promises like the
ones the LORD and the people of Israel made to each other. And while the LORD kept His promises to the
people of Israel. the people did NOT.

They forgot Him as they lived each day. They broke His good laws. They stopped worshipping Him as
the One,True God and turned to worship other, fake gods instead....especially the fake god that their
neighbors worshipped: a fake god named Baal. And their king--King Ahab--led the way.

Baal was supposed to be the god who gave people rain, good crops, and big families. Those were the three,
big things that the people especially cared about then. Can you guess what the three things might be?

Can you guess?

They were rain, good crops, and big families!

Now you might think of three OTHER things you especially care about, but back in those days there were
no grocery stores or hospitals. You needed rain to grow your food and keep you and your animals alive.
And since there weren’t really doctors back then, getting sick was very scary. Rain, big families, and good
crops meant LIFE to these people! Rain, big families and good food meant LIFE to these people! Who could
want to worship Baal if he could give them that!
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

But what about the people of Israel? Didn’t they need rain, big families, and good food to live, too? Yes,
they did! But they SHOULDN'T have turned to Baal for them. Who SHOULD they have turned to instead?

Can you tell me?
They SHOULD have turned to the LORD. He had already made big promises to always love them and take

care of them. Hadn’t He always provided them with rain, big families, and good food in the past? Wouldn’t
He keep on giving these good gifts to them? Of course, He would! The LORD never breaks His promises!

But, the people of Israel chose to forget all of this. They chose to worship the fake god, Baal, instead. Their
king,

This was sad news! This was BAD news! The people of Israel had turned away from the LORD. They had
broken their promises to Him. What would the LORD do? Would He turn away from them and stop caring

for them, as they deserved?

What do you think the LORD did?

The LORD COULD have done that, but He did not. He chose to go on loving them. He would bring them
back to Him. He would show them in a mighty way that Baal was just a fake, and that He, the LORD, was
the one, true God. And He would do it by stopping the very thing that Baal was supposed to be in charge
of: the rain.

The LORD sent His special messenger, Elijah, to tell King Ahab and the people what He was going to do.

“The LORD says:‘You have broken your promise to love Me,” Elijah told them.””You have chosen to worship
Baal as giver of rain, big families, and good food, but he isn’t. He is just a fake god. He is not the One True
God. | am, as | am going to show you!” the LORD told the people.

“l am going to take away all the rain. | am going to take away all the good food from you...the food you
need so you can have big families. And no matter how much anyone prays to Baal, there will be no more
rain or good food until | say so. Then you will see that |, not Baal, am the One True God,” the LORD warned
the people through Elijah.

Those were big words. Could the LORD really do this? Could He really stop Baal’s power? Everyone waited
and watched.

What do you think happened?

Sure enough, day after day after day went by and there was no rain.
The water in the streams dried up. The good food that should have grown in the fields, died. The big
families and their animals grew hungry and thirsty. They took their worship gifts to Baal and prayed, “Oh,

Baal, send us the rain we need to grow good food and feed our big families.”

But for one, two, THREE whole years, no matter how much anyone prayed to Baal, there was no rain or
good food. Oh, how sad the neighbors were! Oh, how sad the people of Israel were!
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2_use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

At last, the LORD knew the people had learned enough from their suffering. They were ready for the great
showdown. The big fight with fire that would make it clear to them and their neighbors who the one, true
God really was.

Elijah went back to King Ahab with a new message: “The LORD says: ‘For three years I've taken away your
rain and good food. It has been hard to feed your big families. | did this because the people and you chose
to stop worshipping Me and obeying My good laws. | wanted you to see that | am the one, true God, not
Baal,” the LORD said.

“I'm not done yet. There’s more thing | want to do. Gather all of the people and all of the messengers of
Baal on top of Mount Carmel. There, you will see who really is the One, True God,” the LORD promised.

King Ahab obeyed. Up, up, up to the top of dry Mount Carmel went Elijah, with King Ahab, the people of
Israel, and the messengers of Baal. It was time for the big showdown.

Elijah gathered them all together and said, “The time has come to see who is the One, True God. If it is Baal,
follow him. If it is the LORD, follow Him.”

“l am the only messenger of the LORD here, but Baal has many messengers,” Elijah told them.“We will each
give a worship gift of a bull to our god. Baal’s messengers will give Baal their worship gift; and | will give
my worship gift to the LORD,” Elijah explained.

“But we're going to make this a fight with fire between the LORD and Baal,” Elijah said.“We won't light the
wood under the worship gifts, like we usually do. We will leave that to the One, True God. We will ask Him
to send down fire from heaven to burn up the worship offering,” Elijah told them.

“This shouldn’t be hard for Baal. He's the rain god. He can throw down one of his lightning bolts and set the
worship gift on fire,” Elijah said.“l will even let the messengers of Baal go first.”

Everyone agreed. The messengers of Baal took a bull and set it on top of some stones and firewood. Their
worship offering was ready. They began shouting their prayers to Baal: “O great Baal, show that you are
the One, True God! Accept our worship gift! Send fire to burn it up!” they prayed.

What do you think happened?
Nothing happened at all. But Baal’s messengers didn’t give up. Next, they tried shouting louder and

dancing a worship dance to Baal. But still, nothing happened. On and on, all day, Baal’s messengers tried
many things; but still no fire came down.

At last they gave up. it was Elijah’s turn. With twelve, big stones, Elijah rebuilt the altar to the LORD. He put
wood. on it, and the bull on top of the wood. He had men pour lots and lots of water on the everything to
make it even harder to burn up.
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2 use with all THREE lessons P5

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Then Elijah prayed to the LORD: “O LORD, let it be known today that You are the God of Israel and | am Your
servant. Answer me that the people may know that You, O LORD, are the One, True God, and that You have
turned their hearts back to loving and obeying You.”

What do you think happened? Would the LORD send down fire?
What do you think?
Yes, He would! All of a sudden, a huge, hot, blaze of fire down from heaven. WHOOSH! It burned up the

bull, the wood, the water, the stones and even the soil. Can you imagine! Fire so hot that it could burn up
stones!!!

When all the people saw this, they fell down on their faces and said, “The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is
the One True God!”

Then they turned on the messengers of Baal and got rid of them all. At last, the people of Israel had turned
back to obeying and worshipping the LORD! And at last, it was time for rain.

Elijah bowed down low to the ground, with his face between his knees, and prayed to the LORD. The skies
soon grew black with clouds and a great rain began to fall. All the people rejoiced in the rain and the good
food that would grow again now. And which God did they thank?

Can you tell me?

They thanked the LORD! For now it was very, very clear: Baal was only a fake god; and the LORD was the
One, True God. There was no other God, and there never will be.
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Bible Story for Bi

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

| need to know:

1. What was the fight about? Who was the real One,
True God.

2. Who won the fight? How did He use fire to show
He had won? The LORD won. He sent down fire from
heaven and burned up the worship gifts.

For You and Me:

The LORD was the one, true God long ago when this
story took place. He is STILL the one, true God today!
He wants us to know Him and obey Him, just like He
wanted the people of Israel to, long ago. How can we
do this? By turning away from our sins and trusting in
Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help you! He loves to
answer these prayers!

uestion 4, Bible Truth 2

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

We learned: Psalm 86:8,10:

“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD; no
deeds can compare with yours. For you are great and
do marvelous deeds; you alone are God.”

| need to know:

1. What marvelous thing did the LORD do with fire?
He sent down fire from heaven and burned up the
worship gifts.

2. Who had to agree that there is no god like the
LORD? Everyonel!

For You and Me:

Everyone was amazed when the LORD sent fire down
to burn up the worship gifts and even the rocks around
the altar! The people had to agree that there was no god
like the LORD. He was the one, true God, then and He is
still, today! And the LORD is still doing amazing deeds.
The most amazing of all is His offer to be our Savior. Yes!
Even though we have all disobeyed Him and deserve
His punishment, He offers us His forgiveness and to
make us His people. How? When we turn from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you! He
loves to do this!
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Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a bull; a god named Baal; a bush; dancing
men; a pan; and, fire.

Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify
them.

use with all THREE lessons

| need to know:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two
don't? The bull, the god named Baal, the dancing men
and the fire belong. The bush and the pan do not.

2. Who praised the LORD for being the one, true
God? Elijah and all the people of Israel.

For You and Me:

The people of Israel turned away from worshipping
Baal and returned to praise the LORD after they saw
Him sent fire down from heaven. He was the one, true
God. There was no other god they should ever worship
besides Him! There is no god we should worship other
than the LORD, too. We can start to worship Him by
turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our
Savior. Ask God to help you! He loves to answer these
prayers!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else...

He Is the One, True God!

The people of Israel are not the only people who
disobey the LORD and choose to worship other things.
We have all chosen to disobey Him. We have all chosen
to worship other things besides Him. How we deserve
His punishment!

But how kind is the LORD! He offers us forgiveness
through His Son, Jesus! Jesus suffered and died on the
cross as the perfect payment for our sins. He rose from
the dead on the third day, showing He had really beaten
sin and death for us. How can Jesus be OUR Savior? By
turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our
Savior. If we do, we become God'’s people. We will know
special closeness with Him in our hearts now. And one
day, we will go to live with Him forever. God loves to
help us trust in Jesus! Ask Him!

Close in prayer.



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 2

use with all THREE lessons

R7

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, LORD, that You are the great and
awesome God. There is no god like You!

C LORD, we should love and worship You alone, but
many times we choose to worship other gods. We
don't live for You. We don’t honor You as best and
most important. We don’t depend on You to take
care of us. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

T Thank You, LORD, making us to know and worship
You. Thank You for making the way for us to be
forgiven of our sins through Jesus. Thank You that
now we can know and worship You because of Him.

S Work in our hearts! Help us to turn away from other
things we are tempted to worship. Help us to trust
in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to worship only You!

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 4:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
and the Answer is:
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

Meaning:

There are many gods that people worship, but none is like
the LORD. He is the one, true God. He's not like anyone else!
He's always been alive--and He will never die. He’s completely
good and loving. He’s all-powerful and all-wise. And that’s
just the beginning of what the LORD is like. He is so great!
There will always be more of Him to know.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 4 Song

DDD NIV Songs 4, track 12

(adapted version of “Have You Ever Seen a Lassie”)

Can anybody tell me,

Tell me, tell me,

Can anybody tell me,

What the LORD is like?

He's not like anyone else,
Anyone else, anyone else,
He's not like anyone else,
That's what the LORD is like.

DDD 4 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“He’s not like anyone else”is a good beginning, but there’s so
more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down even deeper for
more answers to our Big Question about God. We're going
to be learning EIGHT Bible truths that all tell us more about
what God is like.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our eight Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Who would like to hand me the picture with our eight Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the eight truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned one truth about the LORD. It's this one:
“He is a Glorious Spirit” (point to pictures as you identify
each Bible Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign
and see if we can figure out which of these four truths we
will be learning about today. Who would like to get it out of
the Big Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 4 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
He Is the 222? True God!”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says:“How many true Gods are there? It starts with
an“0”and it rhymes with “done’”

Can you guess? It's “One.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
He Is the ONE, True God!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

People look for a god to worship: someone or something
that they honor as best; who is most important to them;
who they will love most of all; and, serve. And, someone or
thing they can depend on to take care of them.

Sometimes, people make their own gods. They cut them
out of wood or stone and worship them. Sometimes, people
make things their god. They make having many nice things
most important. They trust in their money to take care of
them. They never seem to have enough of it. Sometimes
people worship other people or even themselves! People
are most important to them. They change what they say
and do to please them, even if it's wrong. What others think
of them matters to them too much.

Money, people, and even wood and stone are all good
things, but they were not meant to be worshipped. There
is really only one SOMEONE we are made to worship: it is
the LORD, the one, true God. The LORD made heaven and
earth and everything in it... even us! He is all-loving and
all-good. He knows everything there is to know and He can
do whatever He wants to do. He’s the one who can we can
depend on to take care of us. He is the only one who is really
worthy of our worship. There is no one like Him.

Seek after the LORD! Live for Him! He promises that all who
seek Him will find Him. How wonderful it is to know and live

for the LORD, the one, true God!
DDD 4, Bible Truth 2--Back
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“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD;
no deeds can compare with yours...

For you are great and do‘ marvelous deeds;
you dlone are God.” Psalm 86:8,10
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DDD 4.2 Bible Verse Picture--front
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Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for all the children to see, then say:
Psalm 86:8,10 tells us:

Psalm 86:8,10:
“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD; no deeds can compare with yours. For you are great and
do marvelous deeds; you alone are God.”

Learn a Little: “O LORD ... you alone are God.”

What does that mean?
This verse tells us that there is no one like the LORD. If we compare anyone else’s deeds to the LORD’s, it is
easy to see just how great He is. He alone is God and worthy of our worship!

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
Among the Gods:
Psalm 86:8,0

DDD NIV Songs 3, track 20

Among the gods, there is none like you, O Lord;
No deeds can compare with yours.

For you are great

and do marvelous deeds, O Lord,

You alone are God.

Psalm Eighty-six, eight and ten.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what Detective Dan wants us to help him
figure out. Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 4.2 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Fight with Fire.”

| need to find out:

l. What was the fight about?

AND

2. Who won the fight? How did He use fire to show He
had won?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, "Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. What was the fight about? Who was the real One, True God.

2. Who won the fight? How did He use fire to show He had won? The LORD
won. He sent down fire from heaven and burned up the worship gifts.

For You and Me:

The LORD was the one, true God long ago when this story took place. He
is STILL the one, true God today! He wants us to know Him and obey Him,
just like He wanted the people of Israel to, long ago. How can we do this? By
turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to
help you! He loves to answer these prayers!

DDD 4.2 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Fight with Fire.”

Our Bible verse is Psalm 86:8,10:

“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD; no deeds
can compare with yours. For you are great and do
marvelous deeds; you alone are God.”

| need to find out:

l. What wondrous thing did the LORD do with fire?

AND

2. Who had to agree that there is no god like the LORD?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: Psalm 86:8,10
“Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD; no deeds can compare with
yours. For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God.’

For You and Me:

1. What wondrous thing did the LORD do with fire? He sent down fire
from heaven and burned up the worship gifts.

2.Who had to agree that there is no god like the LORD? Everyone!

For You and Me:

Everyone was amazed when the LORD sent fire down to burn up the worship
gifts and even the rocks around the altar! The people had to agree that there
was no god like the LORD. He was the one, true God, then and He is still,
today! And the LORD is still doing amazing deeds. The most amazing of all is
His offer to be our Savior. Yes! Even though we have all disobeyed Him and
deserve His punishment, He offers us His forgiveness and to make us His
people. How? When we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Ask Him to help you! He loves to do this!

DDD 4.2 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Detective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Fight with Fire.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: Jews; a jar; Gentiles; fake gods; a bear:;
and a house.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:
l. Which four belong in the story and which two don't?
2. Who praised the Lord for being the one, true God?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answersl!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?

The bull, the god named Baal, the dancing men and the fire belong. The
bush and the pan do not.

2. Who praised the Lord for being the one, true God?

Elijah and all the people of Israel.

For You and Me:

The people of Israel turned away from worshipping Baal and returned to
praise the LORD after they saw Him sent fire down from heaven. He was the
one, true God. There was no other god they should ever worship besides
Him! There is no god we should worship other than the LORD, too. We can
start to worship Him by turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as
our Savior. Ask God to help you! He loves to answer these prayers!

DDD 4.2 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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DDD 4.2 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment Clue Picture 6 for kids
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DDD 4.2 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment Clue Picture 5 for kids
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l. The LORD and the people of Israel made big promises to each
other.

The LORD promised that He would always love them and fake care
of them. He would keep them safe and give them everything they
needed fo be happy. Best of dll, He would give them Himself fo know
and enjoy forever. The people of Israel returned His love with a
promise fo love Him, too.
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2. Now, that might sound very simple at first. But the love the LORD
asked His people to have for Hm was not a little, tiny love. It wasn't
a love that wakes up in the morning and says “Good morning, LORD!
| love you,” but forgets Hm the rest of the day.

The LORD was asking for a BIG LOVE. A love that loved Hm with their
whole lives, through the whole day, in everything they did and said
and thought. It meant obeying His good laws about worshipping
Him as the One, True God.
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3. It meant obeying dll of His good laws about loving others, foo. So
you see, this was a very BIG love that the LORD asked the people 1o
promise Him... and they happily promised Him they would.
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4. But it's one thing to make promises and another to keep them.

So, while the LORD kept His promises fo the people of Israel, they
broke their promises to Hm. They forgot Hm as they lived each
day. They broke His good laws.

They sfopped worshipping Hm as the One, True God. They
worshipped fake gods instead, especidlly the fake god of their
neighbors--Baal. And who led the people of Israel in worshipping
Baal? None other than their king--King Ahab.
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5. Baal was supposed fo be the god who gave people rain, good
crops, and big families. Those were the three, big things that the
people especidlly cared about back then.

Now, youmight think of three OTHER things you especidlly care about,
but back in those days there were no grocery sfores or hospitals.
You needed rain to grow your crops (crops are food you grow)
and fo keep you and your animails dlive. And since there weren't
redlly doctors back then, getting sick was very scary.

Rain, big families, and good crops meant LIFE tfo these people! Who
WOULDN'T want to worship Baal if he could give them dll of these
good things?
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6. But what about the people of Israel? Didn't they need rain, big
families, and good food to live, too? Yes, they did! But they SHOULDIY'T
have turned to Baal for them. They SHOULD have turned fo the LORD.
He had diready made big promises to always love them and fake
care of them.

Hadn't He always provided them with rain, big families, and good
food in the past? Wouldn't He keep on giving these good gifts to
them? Of course, He would! The LORD never brecaks His promises!
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1. But, the people of Israel chose to forget dll of this. They chose to
worship the fake god, Badl, like the peoples around them.

This was SAD news! This was BAD news! The people of Israel had
turned away from the LORD. They had broken their promises to
Him. What would the LORD do? Would He turn away from them and

stop caring for them, as they deserved?
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8. The LORD COULD have turned away from His people, but He did
not. He chose fo go on loving them. He would bring them back o Him.
He would show them in a mighty way that Baal was just a fake,
and that He, the LORD, was the one, true God. And He would do it by
stopping the very thing that Baal was supposed fo be in charge of:
the rain.
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9. The LORD sent His special messenger:, Elijah, to tell King Ahab and
the people what He was going fo do.

“The LORD says: ‘You have broken your promise tfo love Me,” Elijah
fold them. ““You have chosen to worship Baal as giver of rain, big
families, and good food, but he isn't. He is just a fake god. He is not
the One True God. | am, as | am going fo show you!" the LORD told
the people.
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0. “l| am going fo take away dll the rain. | am going fo fake away
all the good food from you ..the food you need so you can have
big families. And no matter how much anyone prays fo Baal, there
will be no more rain or good food until | say so. Then, you will see
that |, not Baal, am the One True God,” the LORD warned the people
through Elijah.

Those were big words. Could the LORD redlly do this? Could He really
stop Baal's power? Everyone waited and walched.
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. Sure enough, day after day went by, and there was no rain. The
water in the streams dried up. The good food that should have
grown in the fields, died. The big families and their animals grew
hungry and thirsty.

The people took their worship gifts to Baal and prayed, “Oh, Badl,
send us the rain we need to grow good food and feed our big
families.”

But for one, two, THREE whole years, no matter how much anyone
prayed fo Baadl, there was no rain or good food. Oh, how sad the
neighbors werel Oh, how sad the people of Israel werel
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2. At last, the LORD knew the people had learned enough from their
suffering. They were ready for the great showdown--the big fight
with fire that would make it clear to them and their neighbors who
redlly was the one, true God.

Eljah went back to King Ahab with a new message from the LORD:
“The LORD says: ‘For three years I've faken away your rain and
good food. It has been hard fo feed your big families. | did this
because the people and you chose fo stop worshipping Me and
obeying My good laws. | wanted you to see that | am the one, true
God, not Badal,” the LORD said.
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13. “Fm not done yet. There’s more thing | want fo do. Gather dll of
the people and dll of the messengers of Baal on top of Mount
Carmel. There, you will see who redlly is the One, True God,” the
LORD promised.

So, up, up, up to the top of dry Mount Carmel went Eljah along with
King Ahab, the people of Israel, and the messengers of Badl. It was
time for the big showdown.
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M. Eljah gathered them dll together and said, “The time has come to
see who is the One, True God. If it is Baall, follow him. If it is the LORD,
follow Him.”

“ am the only messenger of the LORD here, but Baal has many
messengers,” Elijah fold them. “We will each give a worship gift of a
bull fo our god. Baadl's messengers will give Baal their worship gift;
and | will give my worship gift to the LORD,” Elijah explained.
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5. “But we're going fo make this a fight with fire between the LORD
and Badal,” Elijah said. “We won't light the wood under the worship
gifts, like we usudlly do. We will leave that to the One, True God. We
will ask Him to send down fire from heaven fo burn up the worship
offering,” Elijah told them.

“This shouldn't be hard for Baal. He's the rain god. He can throw
down one of his lightning bolts and set the worship gift on fire,”
Eljah said. “| will even let the messengers of Baal go first.”
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l6. Ever yone agreed. The messengers of Baal took a bull and set it
on top of some stones and firewood. Their worship offering was
ready.

They began shouting their prayers to Baal: “O great Baal, show
that you are the One, True God! Accept our worship giftl Send fire
fo burn it up!” they prayed. Nothing happened at dill.

But Baadl's messengers didn't give up.Next, they tried shoutinglouder
and dancing a worship dance fo Baal. But sfill, nothing happened.
On and on, dll day, Baal's messengers tried many things; but sfill no
fire came down.

148



"UMOP SWIbD 3di oU |IIis Jnq sbuiy} Aubw palJ) sdabuassaw s joog ‘Abp
o ‘uo pub uQ ‘pausddoy Buiyjou ‘s ing ‘g o} asubp diysaoMm b Bupubp pub Jopno| Bulynoys
pald} Asyj ‘Ixay 'dn aAIb Lupip sJebuassaw sjobg ng o Jo pauaddoy buyjoy paAbad Asy;
«idn J1 uang o} aui puss jj#b diysdom uno jdeddy jpog andj ‘BuQ 3y} a4 NoA JoyL Moys ‘bog JpaJb
0. by o] sdohpad Jvyj] bulynoys upbbaq Aay| Appad sbMm buluajjo diysdom Jivy| poomadiy
pup sauojs awos Jo doj uo JI J9s pub |Ing b oo} |pbyg Jo sJobuassaw ay] paadbb aUoAJUaA] 9|




[7. At last they gave up. Now, it was Elijah’s turn.

With twelve, big sfones, Elijah rebuilt the altar to the LORD. He put
wood. on it, and the bull on top of the wood. He had men pour lots
and lots of water over everything to make it even harder to burn

up.

Then, Elijah prayed fo the LORD: “O LORD, let it be known today that
You are the God of Israel and that | am Your servant. Answer me
that the people may know that You, O LORD, are the One, True God,
and that You have turned their hearts back to loving and obeying
You."

150



«NOA BulAago pup Buinoj o} yog
S}Jbay JIdYy] paudn) SABY NOA |BY} PuUb ‘po9 and] ‘DU 3y} a4 ‘07 0 ‘NOA Loy}l Mmouy Apbw s|doad
Y] oY} SW JOMSUY ‘JUDAISS JNOA WD | JoY] pUb [SoJds| JO o9 3y} 9J4b NoA oyl Abpo] umous| a9
J 191 ‘A0 0- :a201 34t 0} paAnud yolig ‘usy] ‘dn udng o} Jopdiby UaAs JI ajbwl o} BuiyjA Jons Jano
JaJoM Jo s]o| pub sjo] Jnod uswi poy aH ‘poom ay} o doj uo [ing 3y} pub ‘i uo ‘pooMm ind aH ‘@0
9y} 0} Jojio By} JiIngad Yofig ‘sauojs Bid ‘aApM} YjiM “udnj s.yofig som ji ‘moy] ‘dn aanb Asy} iso| jy |




I8. Would the LORD send down fire? Yes, He would!

Suddenly, a huge, hot, blaze of fire down from heaven. WHOOSH! |t
burned up the bull, the wood, the water, the stones, and even the
soil.

Can you imagine! Fire so hot that it could burn up stones! When dill
the people saw this, they fell down on their faces and said, “The
LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is the One True God!”
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I9. The people of Israel knew what fo do nextl They got rid of dlll
those messengers of Baal. They were turning back fo worship and
obey the LORD!

Eljah bowed down low fo the ground, with his face between his
Knees, he prayed 1o the LORD. At last, it was time for rain.
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20. The skies soon grew black with clouds. A great rain began to
fdll. The people rejoiced! Here was rain that made their crops grow
and would give them good food to eat again!

And which God did they thank for the rain? They thanked the LORD!
Now, it was clear: Baal was only a fake god. The LORD was the One,
True God. There was no other God, and there never will be.
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4.2 Simple Story Scenes
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
N
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts P1

Unit 4: The God Like None Other
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like? He's Not Like Anyone Else!

Unit Bible Verse: “O LORD... there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below.” 1 Kings 8:23

Bible Truth 3 Concept: He’s Not Like Anyone Else...He is God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
One God, but Three Persons

God is just one God, but He is three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God has always enjoyed perfect love
and happiness within Himself. He has never needed anyone else to be happy.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work together to do wonderful and mighty things. God the Father has plans for
the world. Jesus is God’s Son. He does what the Father plans. He came to earth to save God’s people. The Holy
Spirit is God, too. He also does what the Father plans. He works in God’s people’s hearts so they can know God
and live for Him. One God, but three Persons! Who has ever heard of that?! God is not like anyone else, is He?

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: 2 Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you
all”

Learn a Little: “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all”

Meaning

What wonderful gifts God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit give to God’s people! Jesus gives them the free,
undeserved gift of salvation through faith in Him. God, the Father loves His people so much that He gave Jesus
to die for them. And, He continues to love them every day of their lives. The Holy Spirit lives inside them, giving
them closeness with God (fellowship). He helps them to know, love and obey God better.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer
A We praise You, God, that You are the great and awesome God. There is no god like you. You are God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit: three Persons, but just one God!

C God, there is nothing as wonderful as knowing You and living for You, but too many times we choose to turn
away from You. We choose to not trust You. We choose to do things our own way, instead of Your good way.
We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to forgive our sins. Thank You that because of Him, we can enjoy knowing
You.

S God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to know
Your wonderful love. Give us what we need to live for You, through Jesus. Send the Holy Spirit to live in our
hearts and change us. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Amazing Plan of the Three-in-One
Matthew 3:11-17; Mark 1:7-11; Luke 3:15-18, 21-23; John 1:19-34
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Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key GConcepts p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3

Big Q & A 4 Song

Big Question 4 Song: Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

Inspector Graff's Rap: The ABC’s of God

Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: There Is No God Like You 1 Kings 8:23, NIV 1984
Extra Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: 1 Am God Isaiah 46:9,11, NIV 1984

Big Question 4 Hymn: Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children

Big Question 4 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: May the Grace 2 Corinthians 13:14, NIV 1984

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons oy takeout P
The Case of the Savior, from Start to Finish . 2.5

Genesis, The Gospels

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the Savior, from Start to Finish. Here is your listening assignment.” Read
from Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summarized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:
| need to know:

1.Who was the Three-in-One?

2. When was His plan?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is 2 Corinthians 13:14
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”

I need to know:

1. How did God the Father show His love to people?

2.What wonderful gift of grace did Jesus give us? How did He make it possible for us to have the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit in our hearts?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.

They are: a guitar, a hammer, a tomato, a soldier, a dove, and a man named John.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

| need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t?
2. What did God give John to help people repent of their sins and get ready for Jesus?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons

The Case of the Amazing Plan of the Three-in-One

Matthew 3:11-17; Mark 1:7-11; Luke 3:15-18, 21-23; John 1:19-34
Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Long, long ago, there was a time before this world was made.

There were no mountains, no stars, no oceans, no plants. There were no birds, no animals, no fish, and no
people. There was just the LORD, the one, true God.

Now that might sound very lonely, but actually it was Perfect Wonderfulness—the most wonderful thing
anyone can ever know. Why? Because while the LORD IS just one, true God, He is something else that is
very, very special. He is God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: three Persons, but just one God. Three-in-One.
And the friendship—the fellowship—that He enjoyed in Himself was better than anything we can ever
imagine. And that’s why I call it “Perfect Wonderfulness.”

The LORD did not need this world or anything in it to be happy. He was perfectly happy in Himself. But
nonetheless, He wanted to make this world. He had a plan for it. A plan to create a people for Himself. A
people to share in His Perfect Wonderfulness with Him forever.

So way back in the beginning, God began His plan for the world and for His people. He created it all
beautifully and perfectly--both the heavens and the earth. And last of all, He made the first people who
would share in that Perfect Wonderfulness with Him.

Do you know the names of those first people who God created?

What are their names?

They were named Adam and Eve.

How wonderful life was for Adam and Eve! God placed them in a beautiful garden with everything they
needed. Best of all, He gave them Himself. He gave them a spirit--a special heart. And through this spirit,
Adam and Eve knew and loved God. They enjoyed His Perfect Wonderfulness. They obeyed Him and trusted
Him. They loved their beautiful home. Yes, life was very wonderful with nothing wrong in it at all!

But then God’s enemy came. He tricked Adam and Eve into disobeying God. They thought they would be
happier doing things their own way; but, oh, they were not! They lost their beautiful home and the perfect
love they had for each other. Now, their bodies would get sick and one day would die. Now, they and all
their children after them would live in world broken with sin. Worst of all, they lost the bit of God’s Perfect
Wonderfulness they had in their hearts... and they deserved to stay separated from God forever. Oh, what
avery, very sad day!

But God is so kind. He knew what people would do even before He even created them. And back then,
before the beginning, He had already woven their RESCUE into His plans for the world. And what an
amazing rescue it would be! Can you guess who He would send?

Can you guess?
He planned to send Jesus, the Son of God. Yes, Jesus would choose to leave heaven and the full, close
fellowship of Perfect Wonderfulness with God, His Father and the Holy Spirit. Down, down, down to earth

He would go. He would make the way to save God’s people. He would rescue them, so they could share in
God'’s Perfect Wonderfulness once more.
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P3

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

So, at just the right time, Jesus was born a baby in Bethlehem. He was still the Son of God, but now He was
a human, too.

Life on earth was not like the Perfect Wonderfulness Jesus fully enjoyed in heaven. Can you imagine what
it would be like to leave behind all that Perfect Wonderfulness and live in this broken world? Oh, how God
must love us, that He would choose to do this to save us!

Every day, Jesus prayed to His Father and was helped by the Holy Spirit. But He looked forward to the day
when He would once more enjoy that full, Perfect Wonderfulness with God, His Father and the Holy

Spirit in heaven. And Jesus knew that because of what He was doing for God’s people on earth, that they
would get to be in heaven with Him, knowing and enjoying God fully. That was worth it all!

So....for thirty, long years, Jesus lived here on earth. He grew up, up, up until He was a man. He slept and
he played. He did His chores and learned a job. And all the while, Jesus never, ever did anything wrong. He
was preparing to be our perfect Savior.

Then one day, Jesus was done playing. He stopped doing His chores and put down His tools. He left His
home in Galilee and He headed to the River Jordan, far away in the wilderness.

Why did Jesus leave His home and go to the River Jordan? Was He hot and wanted to cool off? Did He want
to go fishing? Was He going on vacation?

Why do you think Jesus went to the River Jordan?

No, Jesus wasn’t going there for any of those reasons. Jesus was going down to the River Jordan because
it was time to complete God’s amazing rescue plan. And, it would start out there, at the River Jordan, with
His funny-looking, funny-living cousin who lived there.

Do you know his name?

It was a man named John.

Yes, John certainly looked funny! He never cut his hair or his beard. And he wore camel’s hair for clothes!

John certainly lived funny, too...out there in the desert-y wilderness, eating nothing but wild honey and
hoppy, bumpy, crunchy locusts for food. Yum! Yum!

But John looked this way and lived this way for a very good reason: God had told him, too. God was
preparing John for a special job. God would use him to get the people ready for Jesus.

At just the right time, John started preaching the message God gave him: “It’s time! The LORD is sending
His Savior! Repent! Stop disobeying God and turn back to Him! Be baptized! Show that you want to live
for God! Make sure you are ready for the Savior when He comes!” John told all who came out to the River
Jordan to listen to him.

All kinds of people came. Strong, army soldiers. Bad, cheating men like tax collectors. Other people came
to listen, too. What do you think happened as they listened to this funny-looking, funny-living man?

What do you think happened?
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 use with all THREE lessons P4

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

God used John’s words to work in the hearts of many and help them repent of their sins. Down into the
water they waded with John and were baptized. They wanted to be ready for the Savior!

At last came the day everyone was waiting for--the day when Jesus left his home and went down to the
Jordan River.

“He’s here! The Savior | told you about,” John exclaimed to the crowd down at the river that day.“He’s come
to take away God’s punishment for your sins!”

“I've come for you to baptize Me,” Jesus told John.
“Why should | baptize you, Jesus? You don’t need to be baptized. You never disobey God,” John told Jesus.

“Yes, but this is something | must do to be the Savior.” Jesus replied. At last, John agreed.

Into the water John and Jesus waded. John lowered Jesus down under the water, then brought Him back
up again.

Jesus came out of the water, and prayed to God. And as He prayed, something amazing happened. The
heavens opened up and Someone came down. Can you guess who?

The Holy Spirit came down like a dove and rested upon Jesus. Then from heaven, God the Father spoke:
“This is my dear Son whom | love so much! | am so very pleased with Him,” He said. Together, God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit--the great God who was Three-in-One-- would carry out God’s amazing plan to
save His people!

Now it was time for Jesus’ work to begin. Now He would begin to tell people how they could be saved. Soon
He would suffer and die for their sins. It would be so very hard to complete God’s good plan, but Jesus was
willing to do it. From start to finish He would be the Savior! He would make the way for us to share in the
Perfect Wonderfulness of God once more.

Over the next, three years, everything worked out just exactly as it was supposed to. Jesus taught the
people about God, His Father. He did amazing things, showing them that He was the Son of God, come to
save them. And He promised to one day send the Holy Spirit to live in their hearts as their Helper.

Then came the saddest and hardest and most amazing part of God'’s plan: the day when Jesus chose to
suffer and die on the cross as the full payment for the sins of God’s people. Yes, for all who would every turn
from their sins and trust in Him as their Savior, Jesus took their punishment that day so that they could be
FORGIVEN once and for all!

Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He had really beaten sin and death for them.

Jesus’ work was done. It was time to go back home-- back up to heaven to enjoy all of the Perfect
Wonderfulness of fellowship with God, the Father and Holy Spirit again. What a wonderful day that was!

And what special helper did Jesus remember to send to God’s people?

Can you remember who it is?

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of God'’s people. Now, they could share in a little bit of the
Perfect Wonderful of fellowship with God, right here on earth! But this was only a beautiful, tiny taste of

the life they would have with God forever in heaven. There, at last, they will get to enjoy all of the Perfect
Wonderfulness of God that they possibly can! Oh, how wonderful!
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3

P5

use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assighment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. Who was the Three-in-One? The LORD, the one,
true God, is the Three-in-One. He is one God, but three
persons—God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2. When was His plan? It was a plan to love a people
for Himself and save them through Jesus.

For You and Me:

We can be some of those people who God loves and
saves when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help you! He loves to
do this!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is 2 Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you
all”

I need to find out:

1. How did God the Father show His love to people?
God the Father showed His love by always planning to
save them through His Son, Jesus.

2. What wonderful gift of grace did Jesus give us?
How did He make it possible for us to have the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit in our hearts? Jesus
gave us the gift of paying for our sins by He suffering
and dying on the cross. When we turn from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior, God will forgive our sins and
give us a new heart. The Holy Spirit comes to live in this
brand-new heart. Without Jesus, no one would never
get to know God, have the Holy Spirit in their hearts, or
go to live God in heaven.

For You and Me:

Jesus can be our Savior, too, when we turn away from
our sins and trust in Him as our Savior. Then, the Holy
Spirit will come and live in our hearts and we will get to
enjoy a little of the Perfect Wonderfulness of God now.
And one day, when we go to live with God, we will get
to enjoy as much of God’s Perfect Wonderfulness that
we can possibly know.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a guitar, a hammer, a tomato, a
soldier, a dove, and a man named John.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The hammer, soldier, dove and John belong. The guitar
and the tomato do not.

2. What did God give John to help people repent of
their sins and get ready for Jesus?

God used the message He gave John.

For You and Me:

God still uses His messages to help us, today. His
messages are written down in His Word, the Bible. He
loves to work in our hearts as we hear His Word. He can
help us to repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our
Savior. Ask Him to help you! He loves to answer this
prayer!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

How Can | Know What God Is Like?

He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

He is God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
One God, but Three Persons!

Whatanamazing planthe LORD, the greatThree-in-One,
had to save us! How wonderful that Jesus would come
to earth to be our Savior! And He will most certainly
be our Savior, when we turn away from our sins and
trust in Him to save us. And if we do, God will not only
forgive us and make us His special, dearly-loved people,
but He will send the Holy Spirit to live in our hearts. He
will help us enjoy a little of the Perfect Wonderfulness
of fellowship with God. He will help us know God and
live for Him. But the Holy Spirit inside our hearts is only
a little of what it will be like when God’s people go to
live with God. There, they will know all of His Perfect
Wonderfulness that they can possibly know. Ask God to
help you trust in Jesus as your Savior and become one
of His people! He loves to answer this prayer!

173



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 3 use with al THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, that You are the great and
awesome God. There is no god like you. You are
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit: three Persons, but just one God!

C God, there is nothing as wonderful as knowing You
and living for You, but too many times we choose
to turn away from You. We choose to not trust You.
We choose to do things our own way, instead of
Your good way. We need a Savior!

T Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to forgive our
sins. Thank You that because of Him, we can enjoy
knowing You.

S God, workin our hearts. Help us to turn away from
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to
know Your wonderful love. Give us what we need
to live for You, through Jesus. Send the Holy Spirit
to live in our hearts and change us.

In Jesus’'name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 4:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
and the Answer is:
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

Meaning:

There are many gods that people worship, but none is like
the LORD. He is the one, true God. He's not like anyone else!
He's always been alive--and He will never die. He’s completely
good and loving. He’s all-powerful and all-wise. And that’s
just the beginning of what the LORD is like. He is so great!
There will always be more of Him to know.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 4 Song

DDD NIV Songs 4, track 12

(adapted version of “Have You Ever Seen a Lassie”)

Can anybody tell me,

Tell me, tell me,

Can anybody tell me,

What the LORD is like?

He's not like anyone else,
Anyone else, anyone else,
He's not like anyone else,
That's what the LORD is like.

DDD 4 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“He’s not like anyone else”is a good beginning, but there’s so
more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down even deeper for
more answers to our Big Question about God. We're going
to be learning EIGHT Bible truths that all tell us more about
what the God is like.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our eight Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the eight truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned two truths about the what the LORD is
like. They are: “He is a Glorious Spirit” and, “He Is the One,
True God” (point to pictures as you identify each Bible
Truth). Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see
if we can figure out which of these four truths we will be
learning about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big
Question Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 4 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
He Is the God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
222? Persons, But Just 722?? God!”

We're missing two words. Here are the hints for the missing
words. It says:“Count“Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: how many
persons is that? And: How many true Gods are there?

Can you guess? The answers are: “THREE" persons and “ONE”
true God.

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:
(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

He Is the God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Three Persons, but just one God!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

God is just one God, but He is three Persons—Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. God has always enjoyed perfect love and
happiness within Himself. He has never needed anyone else
to be happy.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work together to do
wonderful and mighty things. God the Father has plans for
the world. Jesus is God’s Son. He does what the Father plans.
He came to earth to save God's people. The Holy Spiritis God,
too. He also does what the Father plans. He works in God'’s
people’s hearts so they can know God and live for Him. One
God, but three Persons! Who has ever heard of that?! God is
not like anyone else, is He?

DDD 4, Bible Truth 3--Back
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Bible Truth 3 Bible VVerse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

2 Corinthians 13:14 tells us:

2 Corinthians 13:14
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”

What does that mean?

What wonderful gifts God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit give to
God'’s people! Jesus gives them the free, undeserved gift of salvation
through faith in Him. God, the Father loves His people so much that
He gave Jesus to die for them. And, He continues to love them every
day of their lives. The Holy Spirit lives inside them, giving them close-
ness with God (fellowship). He helps them to know, love and obey
God better.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see
what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone
like to get it out for me?”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”
May the Grace:
2 Corinthians I3:14

DDD NIV Songs 4, track 21

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
And the love of God,

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
Be with you all.

May the grace of Lord (Jesus Christ),
And the love of God (God the Father)
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
Be with you all.

Second Corinthians Thirteen, fourteen.

“Now it's time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what
Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out. Would someone like to
get it out for me?”

DDD 4.3 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the Amazing Plan of

the Three-in-One.”

| need to find out:
|. Who was the Three-in-One?
AND

2. When was His plan?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to th
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

e sfory and

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Who was the Three-in-One? The LORD, the one, true God, is the Three-
in-One. He is one God, but three persons—God the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

2. When was His plan? It was a plan to love a people for Himself and save
them through Jesus.

For You and Me
We can be some of those people who God loves and saves when we turn
away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask God to help you! He
loves to do this!

DDD 4.3 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Amazing Plan of
the Three-in-One.”

Our Bible Verse is 2 Corinthians I3:4
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you aill.”

| need tfo find out:

l. How did God the Father show His love to people?

AND

2. What wonderful gift of grace did Jesus give us? How
did He make it possible for us to have the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit in our hearts?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is 2 Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”

I need to find out:

1. How did God the Father show His love to people?

God the Father showed His love by always planning to save them through
His Son, Jesus.

2. What wonderful gift of grace did Jesus give us? How did He make it
possible for us to have the fellowship of the Holy Spirit in our hearts?
Jesus gave us the gift of paying for our sins by He suffering and dying on the
cross. When we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, God will
forgive our sins and give us a new heart. The Holy Spirit comes to live in this
brand-new heart. Without Jesus, no one would never get to know God, have
the Holy Spirit in their hearts, or go to live God in heaven.

For You and Me:

Jesus can be our Savior, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in
Him as our Savior. Then, the Holy Spirit will come and live in our hearts and
we will get to enjoy a little of the Perfect Wonderfulness of God now. And
one day, when we go to live with God, we will get to enjoy as much of God’s
Perfect Wonderfulness that we can possibly know.

DDD 4.3 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the Amazing Plan of
the Three-in-One.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the sfory.
They are: a guitar, a hammer, a fomato, a soldier, a
dove, and a man named John.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need fo know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. What did God give John to help people repent of
their sins and get ready for Jesus?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Which four belong in our story?

The hammer, soldier, dove and John belong. The guitar and the tomato do
not.

2. What did God give John to help people repent of their sins and get
ready for Jesus? God used the message He gave John.

For You and Me:

God still uses His messages to help us, today. His messages are written down
in His Word, the Bible. He loves to work in our hearts as we hear His Word. He
can help us to repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to
help you! He loves to answer this prayer!

DDD 4.3 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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l. Long, long ago, there was a time before this world was made.
There were no mountains, no sfars, no oceans, no plants. There

were no birds, no animals, no fish, and no people. There was just
the LORD, the one, true God.
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2. Now, that might sound very lonely, but actudlly it was Perfect
Wonderfulness --the most wonderful thing anyone can ever know.

Why? Because while the LORD IS just one, true God, He is something
else that is very, very special. He is God, the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit: three Persons, but just one God.

Three-in-One. And the friendship-the fellowship-that God enjoyed
in Himself was better than anything we can ever imagine. And that’s
why | cdll it “Perfect Wonderfulness.”
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3. The LORD did not need this world or anything in it fo be happy. He
was perfectly happy in Himself.

Bul nonetheless, He wanted to make this world. He had a plan for
it. A plan fo create a people for Himself. A people fo share in His
Perfect Wonderfulness with Him forever.
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4. So, way back in the beginning, God began His plan for the world
and for His people. He created it all beautifully and perfectly --both
the heavens and the earth.

And last of dll, He made the first people who would share in that
Perfect Wonderfulness with Hm. They were named Adam and Eve.
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5. How wonderful life was for Adam and Evel God placed themin a
beautiful garden with everything they needed.

Best of dll, He gave them Himself. He gave them a spirit--a special
heart. And through this spirit, Adam and Eve knew and loved God.
They enjoyed His Perfect Wonderfulness. They obeyed Hm and
trusted Him. They loved their beautiful home.

Yes, life was very wonderful with nothing wrong in it at aill!
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6. But then, God's enemy came. He tricked Adam and Eve into
disobeying God. They thought they would be happier doing things
their own way; but, oh, they were not!

They lost their beautiful home and the perfect love they had for
each other. Now, their bodies would get sick and one day would die.
Now, they and dll their children affer them would live in a world
broken with sin.

Worst of dll, they lost the bit of God's Perfect Wonderfulness they
knew in their hearts, and they deserved fo stay separated from
God forever. Oh, what a very, very sad day!
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1.But God is so kind. He knew what people would do, even before He
even created them.

And back then, before the beginning, He had dlready woven their
RESCUE into His plans for the world. And what an amazing rescue it

would be! Can you guess who He would send? He planned to send
Jesus, the Son of God.

Yes, Jesus would choose toleave heaven and the full, close fellowship
of Perfect Wonderfulness with God, His Father and the Holy Spirit.
And down, down, down to earth He would go. He would make the
way to save God's people. He would rescue them, so they could
share in God's Perfect Wonderfulness once more.
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8. So, atf just the right time, Jesus was born a baby in Bethlehem. He
was still the Son of God, but now He was a human, foo.
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4. Life on earth was not like the Perfect Wonderfulness Jesus fully
enjoyed in heaven.

Can youimagine what it would be like to leave behind all that Perfect
Wonderfulness and live in this broken world? God must love us so
much, that He would choose to do this 1o save us!

Every day, Jesus prayed fo His Father and was helped by the Holy
Spirit. But He looked forward to the day when He would enjoy that
full, Perfect Wonderfulness with God, His Father and the Holy Spirit
in heaven again.

And Jesus knew that because of what He was doing for God's people
on earth, that they would get fo be in heaven with Him, knowing and
enjoying God fully. That was worth it dlll!
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0. So, for thirty, long years, Jesus lived here on earth. He grew up,
up, up until He was a man. He slept and he played. He did His chores
and learned a job.

And dll the while, Jesus never, ever did anything wrong. He was
preparing to be our perfect Savior.

214



JOIADS |99449d Jno aq o} Bulupdaud sbm aH ‘Buoam BuiyjAuo
PIP 499 ‘USASU SNSI *BIIYM 3y} [IP Uy ‘qol b paudpa)] pub saJdoyd SiH pip 3H paAbid ay pub jdajs
9H "upbw b spbMm 3K [jun dn ‘dn ‘dn maub aH "YjJdpa Uo aJusy pPaA| ShSIf ‘SdP3A Buo| ‘Ajaiyl Jog ‘oS ")

=)

\
7
il

215



. Then one day, Jesus was done playing. He stopped doing His
chores, and He put down His fools. He left His home in Galilee and He
headed to the River Jordan, far away in the wilderness.

Why did Jesus leave His home and go fo the River Jordan? Was He
hot and wanted to cool of f? Did He want fo go fishing? Was He going
on vacation?
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2. No, Jesus wasn't going there for any of those reasons. Jesus was
going down fo the River Jordan because it was time to complete
God's amazing rescue plan. And, it would start out there, at the
River Jordan, with His funny-looking, funny-living cousin who lived
there. A man named John.
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13. Yes, John certainly looked funny! He never cut his hair or his
beard. He wore camel's hair for clothes! John certainly lived funny,
foo...out there in the desert-y wilderness, eating nothing but wild
honey and hoppy, bumpy, crunchy locusts for food. Yum! Yum!

But Johnlooked this way and lived this way for a very good reason:
God had told him to. God was preparing John for a special job. God
would use him to get the people ready for Jesus.
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4. John started preaching the message God gave him: “lt’s fimel The
LORD is sending His Savior! Repent! Stop disobeying God and turn
back to Him. Be baptized! Show that you want fo live for God. Make
sure you are ready for the Savior when He comes,” John told dlll
who came out 1o the River Jordan to listen tfo him.

All kinds of people came. Strong, army soldiers. Bad, cheating men
like tax collectors. Teachers of God's Word and other people came
fo listen, too.
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I5. What do you think happened as the people listened tfo this funny-
looking, funny-living man?

God used John's words fo work in the hearts of many and help
them repent of their sins. Down into the water they waded with
John, to be baptized. They wanted to be ready for the Savior!
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6. At last came the day everyone was waiting for: the day Jesus
left his home and went down to the Jordan River.

“He's here! The Savior | told you about,” John exclaimed to the
crowd down at the river that day. “He’s come fo take away God's
punishment for your sins!”
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I7. “I've come for you fo baptize Me,” Jesus told John.

“Why should | baptize you, Jesus? You don't need to be baptized.
You never disobey God,” John fold Jesus.

“Yes, but this is something | must do to be the Savior.” Jesus replied.
At last, John agreed. Into the water John and Jesus waded. John

baptized Jesus, lowering Him down under the water, then bringing
Him back up again.

228



‘upBb dn yd0q WiH Buibulug Usyy ‘Jajbm By} Japun umop WwiH Buluamol ‘snsar paziydbg

UYyor PapbM SNS3° PUb UYO[ JajoM 8y} oju| paaJlbb uyor ‘s Jy Palidad snsa ,JoIADS 8y} aq o}
op jsnwl | BuIyewos si SiY} N ‘SaA,. "SNSS° Pjo} UYor .Pos Aagosip JaAsU Nop Ppazidibd aq o} pasu
1LUOp NOA ¢snsa ‘'NoA azydoqg | pinoys AYm,, "uyor pjo} shsar- ‘s azlydiog 0} NOA JoF BWod aA|, |
, , | A RULY RV

0 W%

229



I8. Jesus came out of the water, and prayed fo God. And as He
prayed, something amazing happened.

The heavens opened up, and the Holy Spirit came down like a dove
and resfed upon Jesus. Then from heaven, God the Father spoke:
“This is my dear Son whom | love so much! | am so very pleased
with Him,” He said.

Together, God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit--the great God who
was Three-in-One-- would carry out God's amazing plan to save
His people!
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I9. Now, it was time for Jesus’ work to begin. Now, He would begin to
fell people how they could be saved.

Soon, He would suffer and die for their sins. It would be so very
hard to complete God's good plan, but Jesus was willing fo do it. From
start to finish, He would be the Savior! He would make the way for
people fo share in the Perfect Wonderfulness of God once more.
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20. Over the next, three years, everything worked out just as God
had planned.

Jesus taught the people about God, His Father. He did amazing things,
showing them that He was the Son of God, sent to save them. And,
He promised that God would send the Holy Spirit fo live in their hearts
as their Helper.
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2l. Then came the saddest and hardest and most amazing part of
God's plan. It was the day when Jesus chose fo suffer and die on
the cross as the full payment for the sins of God's people.

Yes, for dll who would ever fturn from their sins and trust in Hm
as their Savior, Jesus fook their punishment that day, so that they
could be FORGIVEN once and for dilll
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22. Jesus was buried in a cave-grave that day. How sad were His
friends!

But then on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He
had redlly beaten sin and death for God's people.
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23. Jesus’ work was done. It was time to go back home, back up to
heaven to enjoy dll of the Perfect Wonderfulness of fellowship with
God, the Father, and God, the Holy Spirit again. What a wonderful
day that was!

And what special helper did Jesus remember to send to God's
people?
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24. The Holy Spiritt

God sent Him to live in the hearts of God's people. Now, they would
share in alittle bit of the Perfect Wonderful of fellowship with God,
right here on earthl

But this was only a beautiful, little bit of the life they would have
with God, forever in heaven. There, at last, they will get to enjoy dlll
of the Perfect Wonderfulness of God that they possibly can! Oh,
how wonderfull
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DDD 4.3 Simple Story Scenes
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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

How Are They Used?

- s e =N
Vo a0
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The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review
games.

What Do They Include?

o shows ma what Hee el

There are four different resources included in this book:

1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.

2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.

3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)

4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene
pictures are found in the back of this book.

Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet
protectors or laminated, too.

Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

i

Other Options

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go
missing.

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And,
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the
story.
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Big Question 4, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts P1
Unit 4: The God Like None Other

Unit Big Question (and Answer): Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like? He's Not Like Anyone Else!
Unit Bible Verse: “O LORD... there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below.” 1 Kings 8:23

Bible Truth 4 Concept: He’s Not Like Anyone Else... He Is Everywhere, All the Time!

How many places can you be at once? Can you be here with us and out on the playground at the same time?
Can you hear what your parents are saying in the kitchen and what the king in a faraway country is saying at
the same time? No, you can’t and neither can I!

But God is very different from us. He is everywhere, all the time. He is with you and me right here. He is with
your friends and family in their homes and at work. He is even with all the people who live far away in other
parts of the world.... and all at the same time! There is nowhere we can go, where God will not be, too. He sees
everything everyone is doing, all the time. He is always there to comfort us, to help us, and to save us, when we
trust Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Psalm 139:1-3,7-10

“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my
thoughts from afar... you are familiar with all my ways...Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from
your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise
on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right
hand will hold me fast.”

Learn a Little: “O LORD... You are familiar with all my ways."

Meaning

These verses tell us that God is everywhere, all the time. There is nowhere we can flee from God’s Spirit.
Everywhere we are, He is, too. God knows us inside and out. He hears all of our prayers. He will help and protect
those who trust in Him, no matter where they are. He will always be guiding them according to His perfect
plans. Ask Him to help you trust in Him!

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, that You are the great and awesome God. There is no god like you. You are everywhere,
all the time. You see everything there is to see. You are always with us.

C God, You are always with us. Nothing is hidden from You. We know You see us disobey You every single time.
We need a Savior! Please forgive us through Jesus!

T ThankYou, God, for always being with us wherever we are. Thank You that even when we feel very alone, You
are there. We can always turn to You and ask You for help.

S Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to live to please You as You watch
us. Help us to depend on You to take care of us. In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 4 Story
The Case of the God Who Would Never Leave Genesis 27-28
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Big Question 4, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts

p.2

Songs Used in Bible Truth 4

Big Q & A 4 Song

Big Question 4 Song: Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

Inspector Graff's Rap: The ABC’s of God

Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: There Is No God Like You 1 Kings 8:23, NIV 1984
Extra Big Question 4 Bible Verse Song: 1 Am God Isaiah 46:9,11, NIV 1984

Big Question 4 Hymn: Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children

Big Question 4 Praise Song: God Is So Good

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: Where Can | Go?  Psalm 139:7-10, NIV 1984

Extra Bible Verse Song: From Heaven the LORD Looks Down Psalm 33:13-14, NIV 1984

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

254



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons oy takeout P
The Case of the God Who Would Never Leave . 2.5

Genesis 27-28

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Choose story action cues and/or prepare storyboard figures, if using. (Included in Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard pictures, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.

2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues as you tell the story. Allow the children to help you put them
on the board, if desired.

3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts|
that might be new to them.

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS

“Our story is called: The Case of the God Who Would Never Leave. Here is your listening assignment.”
Read from Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment signs, but questions are summatrized below:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:

I need to find out:

1. Who ran away from home? Why?

2.Who was the God who didn’t leave him? Why was it so amazing that He didn’t leave him?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:

Our Bible Verse is Psalm 139:1-3,7-10:

“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my
thoughts from afar... you are familiar with all my way...Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from
your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on
the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand
will hold me fast.”

I need to find out:
1. Who went far away from his home?
2. How did the LORD show him that He was still with him, guiding him and helping him?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:

| found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.

They are: a brother named Esau, a ladder, a pair of glasses, an angel, a snake, and a rock. Hold each of them up for
the children to see as you identify them.

| need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in our story?
2. Who praised the LORD for taking care of him, everywhere he went?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY,
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s
questions. When | finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer.
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text.
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Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons P2

The Case of the God Who Would Never Leave Genesis 27-28
Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Jacob was about to be in big trouble! He was up to his tricky tricks again and what big tricky tricks they
were! Jacob had already tricked his big brother, Esau out of the special, firstborn gift he was supposed
to get from their father, Isaac. And now Jacob was going to try to trick Esau out of the special, firstborn
blessing he was supposed to get from their father, too.

Jacob and Esau’s father, Isaac, was a very old man who lay in bed. Before he died, he would give each of his
sons a special blessing.

Isaac called for Esau first. Esau was the oldest son in the family. Isaac would give him the best blessing—
the special, firstborn blessing. That’s what fathers did back then. “Esau, come here. | want to give you my
special, firstborn blessing, “ Isaac told him. “But first, go hunting and bring me back some meat and make
it into my favorite stew,” Isaac said.

Esau happily obeyed. He picked up his bow and arrows and set off into the fields. He hoped God would help
him find good food for his father quickly. How he was looking forward to getting that special, firstborn
blessing!

Rebekah, their mother, hurried to Jacob with the news. She wanted Jacob to have that best blessing.
It would take tricky tricks to get it. Could Rebekah and Jacob trick Isaac into giving Jacob the firstborn
blessing instead?

This wasn’t going to be easy. You see, Esau and Jacob might have been brothers (they were even twins!),
but they were very, very different, as their father, Isaac, knew.

Esau loved to work and hunt outdoors. He smelled of the fresh air and the fields. But Jacob loved to stay
near the family tent and help his mother, Rebekah cook and do other chores. He smelled more like smoke
from the fire and food. Esau had very hairy arms and legs, but Jacob had silky smooth skin. Jacob and
Esau’s voices were very different, too.

So, yes, indeed, it was going to take a particularly good tricky trick to fool Isaac into thinking Jacob was
really Esau.

Before long, Jacob had come up with just the trick...and it all depended on his father’s bad eyes.

What do you think Jacob did?

Here’s what Jacob did: First, he dressed up in Esau’s best clothes. Now he would smell like Esau. Then, he
put goat’s fur on his neck and hands. Now he would feel hairy, like Esau. Would this be enough to fool their
father? Jacob hoped so.
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While Esau was still hunting far from the tents, Jacob put his tricky trick into action. He filled up a bowl
with his mother’s yummy goat stew and went to his father pretending to be his brother: “Here | am father.
It’s your son, Esau,” Jacob lied.

Jacob thought this was odd. “Hmmmm...Esau has come back from hunting very quickly! Too quickly. And
this voice. It doesn’t sound like Esau. It sounds like Jacob! Could this be Jacob up to another of his tricky
tricks?” Isaac wondered.

“Are you really my son, Esau?” Isaac asked the son standing before him.

“Yes, Father, it is I. The LORD helped me get some meat quickly. Eat your delicious stew and bless me.
"Please bless me!” Jacob lied again.

Something still didn’t seem right to Isaac. Since his old eyes didn’t work very well, Isaac decided to use his
nose and hands to make sure this son standing before him was really Esau.

What do you think Isaac used his hands and his nose to do?

Isaac stretched out his arm and placed it on his son. He felt lots of hair. Yes, this felt like Esau all right!

Then Isaac leaned over to kiss his son and smell his son’s clothes. They smelled like the outdoors. Yes, this
smelled like Esau smelled all right. Now Isaac was sure. Yes, this really was Esau! So he stretched out his
arm, put his hand on his son’s head and gave him the special, firstborn blessing.

Ha! Jacob’s tricky trick had worked! His father had given him the best blessing! How pleased Jacob was as
he hurried away from his tent!

Yes, Jacob was very happy...but there was someone else who soon wouldn’t be happy at all. Someone who
came back from hunting and went into his father with his favorite stew, only to find out that his brother
had been there before him with his tricky trick. Can you guess who it was?

Can you guess?
It was Esau..the REAL Esau! And he was furious! Jacob had tricked him out of his father’s firstborn gift
to him and now he had tricked him out of his father’s special, firstborn blessing to him, too! BOTH of his

father’s best gifts that should have been his were both GONE!

So, now it was Esau’s turn for a tricky trick. As soon as old, father Isaac died, Esau would get rid of Jacob and
take back those best gifts for himself! That would take care of him once and for all!

Uh, oh! What should Jacob do?

There was only one thing Jacob could do: run away. But to where? Rebekah had an idea: “Run away to
the far away country where my family lives. They will take care of you and you can find a wife there,” she
told Jacob. So that’s just what Jacob did. With the blessing of his father and mother, he packed up his little
bundle of things and set off at once.

The trip to Rebekah’s family was long and hard. They lived faraway. Jacob would have to walk many days
through the lonely, dry wilderness to get there. Each day, the hot sun would beat down on him. He would
have to find his own water and food. He could easily get lost.
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The nights could be as hard as the days, out in that deep, deep darkness, all alone. The desert-y wilderness
could be windy and cold at night. The ground was bumpy and hard. Jacob had only a rock for a pillow and
his coat for a blanket. Ooh...ouch... brrrr...Cover up, Jacob!

The desert-y wilderness was home to lots of creepy crawly bugs. Spiders and scorpions and other little
wiggling, biting creatures could wriggle their way inside his clothes as he lay on the ground. Wriggle...
wriggle...nip...nip...snap...snap...Watch out, Jacob!

There were lions and bears and other creatures around. They had hungry tummies and sharp teeth. They
prowled around in the dark, looking for food to eat. Roar....growl...chomp, chomp.... Hide, Jacob!

Why, there might even be bad guys who would sneak up on him and take his bundle of things. Whoo,
whoo...ha, ha! Beware, Jacob!

Jacob had never been away from home like this before, so very all alone, in the middle of nowhere. Who
would be with him, as he traveled so far from home? Could anyone help him?

Can you think of anyone?

Yes, there was who someone could. The LORD could help Jacob! He is the God who is everywhere, all the
time. He had been there when Jacob tricked his father and took his brother’s special firstborn blessing. He
had been there when Esau wanted to kill him and he had to run away. And He was right there, in the middle
of that nowhere in the deep darkness where Jacob camped that night.

Now, Jacob’s tricky tricks were very bad things and he deserved nothing but the LORD’s punishment for
them. After all, the LORD is good. He hates wrong-doing... and Jacob had most certainly done wrong!

But the LORD is also so very kind and merciful to sinners, even sinners like Jacob. And many times, the
LORD takes very bad things and does very good things, things that we could never, ever deserve. And so it
was that the LORD chose to be very kind and merciful to Jacob. The LORD chose to use the bad things that
Jacob did to do some very good things. Things that would one day bring good to all people, everywhere...
even to people like you and me.

So right there, in the middle of nowhere, in that deep darkness, on that cold ground, with that hard, rock
pillow. Right there, with those bugs wriggling, those wild animals prowling, (and maybe even bad guys
lurking), the LORD helped Jacob fall asleep. And as he slept, the LORD gave Jacob a special dream about
the good things He would do through Jacob and his family.

In his dream, Jacob saw a VERY tall ladder. It was so tall that it stretched from the ground all the way up to
heaven.

And who did Jacob see climbing up and down that amazing ladder? Lots and lots of God’s angels! Amazing!
But even more amazing than all those angels on the ladder was who he saw at the very top of the ladder
in heaven.

Who do you think Jacob saw?

It was the LORD, Himself!
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The LORD spoke to Jacob and said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father, Isaac, and your grandfather,
Abraham. | made big promises to them and now I'm making them to you. The land you are sleeping on |
will give to you and all your family after you. Your family is going to grow and grow and grow until it’s so
big, you can’t even count everyone. And one day, | will bless the whole world through your family when the
Savior, Jesus, is born into your family. He will be the greatest blessing of all,” the LORD said.

“Jacob, you may be far away from your family, all alone, in the dark, but | am with you. | will take care of
you wherever you go. | will bring you back to this land one day. | will do everything I've promised you,” the
LORD told him.

Jacob woke up from the dream. He was excited and a little scared. “Surely the LORD is in this place, and
I did not know it. How awesome it is! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven,” he exclaimed.

Jacob never wanted to forget what had happened that night. So the next morning, he took the stone that
had been his pillow and he stood it up on end like a tower. Then he poured oil on the stone as a sign that
God had done something special.

He named the place, “Bethel,” which means “House of God.” Then Jacob made a big promise to the LORD:

“If You will be with me and will keep me as | go far away from home; if You will give me food to eat and
clothes to wear, so that | come home one day to my father’s house safely, and with no one mad at me, then
You shall be my God. And this stone, which | have set up as a tower, shall be a special place where people
come to worship You and meet with You. And | will give You worship gifts from everything You give me,”
Jacob promised. The LORD was pleased with Jacob’s promise and accepted it.

Then Jacob picked up his bundle and went on his way. Day after day, he traveled on through the desert-y
wilderness--under the hot sun, looking for food and water, and trusting that he wasn’t lost. Night after
night, he lay down in the deep darkness, on the cold ground, with the creepy, crawlies wriggling, the
growling, animals prowling, and maybe even the bad guys lurking near by. Jacob went farther and farther
away from home and everything he had known, but now everything was better. Now he knew who was
with him.

Who was with him?

The LORD, the God who was everywhere, all the time. HE was always with Jacob. He would make sure Jacob
had everything he needed. He would keep all of his promises to him.

And so He did! The LORD helped Jacob get all the way to his mother’s family in the faraway country. He
blessed Jacob with a big family and many good things. He worked inside Jacob, too. He changed Jacob into
aman who loved Him and trusted in Him. And many years later, the LORD led Jacob safely back home to his
family... where everyone was happy to see him—even his brother, Esau!

Jacob praised God for taking care of him. He truly was the God who is everywhere, all the time.

God also kept His promise to bless all peoples through Jacob’s family. At just the right time, Jesus, God’s
Son, was born--Jacob’s great, great, etc. grandson. He was called Emmanuel, God with us. He came to give
us the greatest blessing of all: forgiveness of our sins, when we turn from our sins and trust in Him as our
Savior. If we do, the LORD will be OUR God who is with US, everywhere, all the time, bringing good to us. No
matter where we go or what we do, He will be right there with us: loving us, taking care of us, and working
inside of our hearts, helping us to love Him and trust in Him. How kind the LORD has been to us through
Jacob and his family!
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Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It's time to see how we did with our Listening
Assignment.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:

1. Who ran away from home? Why? Jacob ran away
from home because he cheated his brother out of their
father's special blessing.

2. Who was the God who didn’t leave him? Why was
it so amazing that He didn’t leave him? The LORD
was the God who didn't leave Jacob. It was amazing
that the LORD didn’t leave Jacob because the LORD
hates wrong-doing (sin) and Jacob had done a very bad
thing by tricking his father to get the special, firstborn
blessing.

For You and Me:

Isn't the LORD amazing! He is good and He hates wrong-
doing (sin); but, He is so merciful, too. The LORD stayed
with Jacob and promised to bless him. He changed
Jacob into a man who loved Him and lived for Him.
The LORD even used Jacob to bless us, too. How? By
sending Jesus through Jacob’s family to be the Savior
for our sins. When we turn away from our sins and trust
in Jesus, the LORD will forgive our sins, too. He will
make us His special people who He will bless every day
of our lives. And one day, He will take us to live with Him
forever. That will be the greatest blessing of all!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Psalm 139:1-3,7-10:

“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.
You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive
my thoughts from afar... you are familiar with all my
ways...Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee
from your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are
there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If |
rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of
the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right
hand will hold me fast”

1. Who went far away from his home? Jacob did.

2. How did the LORD show him that He was still
with him, guiding him and helping him? The LORD
helped Jacob find the way to the country where his
mother used to live. He took care of Jacob while he
lived there and then He brought Jacob back home. He
worked inside of Jacob, changing him into a man who
loved and trusted in Him. He helped Esau forgive Jacob
and He blessed Jacob with all of the good things He
promised him. Best of all, He kept His promise came to
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save us from our sins. He can be our Savior when we
turn away from our sins and trust in Him as our Savior.
Then we will be the LORD’s special people who have
Him to care for everywhere we go, every day of our lives
now. And one day, will live with Him forever in heaven.

For You and Me:

The LORD knew Jacob's thoughts. He was familiar with
all of his ways. He knew Jacob was a sinner and did
not deserve His loving-kindness. But the LORD treated
Jacob better than he deserved. The LORD loved Jacob
and helped him. He took care of his needs and changed
his life into one that wanted to love and obey Him.
Like Jacob, we are sinners, too. The LORD offers His
loving- kindness to us, too. He wants us to turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. He can be
the God who is taking care of us as His special people,
everywhere, all the time, too. Ask Him to help you!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a brother named Esau, a ladder, a
pair of glasses, an angel, a snake, and a rock.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The brother named Esau, the ladder, the angel, and the
rock belong.

2. Who praised the LORD for taking care of him,
everywhere he went? Jacob did.

For You and Me:

The LORD was not just with Jacob long ago when this
story took place. He is still the God who is everywhere,
all the time. He is with us, too. He knows everything we
think and do and say. And, if we turn away from our
sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, not only will He be
with us, He will make us His special people. We will get
to know Him in our hearts now. And one day, we will
get to go and live with Him forever. That will be best of
all! Ask Him to help you do this! He loves to answer this
prayer!



Bible Story for Big Question 4, Bible Truth 4 use with all THREE lessons

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else...

He Is Everywhere, All the Time!

How good the LORD was to Jacob! He took care of him
everywhere he went. He kept all of the promises He
made to Jacob...even the promise to bless all peoples
through his family one day. How did the LORD bless
all people through Jacob’s family? By sending Jesus to
save us through Jacob’s family. At just the right time,
Jesus came to die on the cross and be the perfect
payment for our sins. On the third day, He rose from the
dead, showing He had beaten sin and death for us. Now
all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as
their Savior can be saved! They become God’s special
people. He will be with them, helping them and caring
for all of their needs, everywhere they go. And, He will
prepare them for the great day when they will go to live
with Him forever.

Close in prayer.

Closing ACTS Prayer

A We praise You, God, that You are the great and
awesome God. There is no God like you. You are
everywhere, all the time. You see everything there
is to see. You are always with us.

C God, You are always with us. Nothing is hidden
from You. We know You see us disobey You every
single time. We need a Savior! Please forgive us
through Jesus!

T ThankYou, God, for always being with us wherever
we are. Thank You that even when we feel very
alone, You are there. We can always turn to You and
ask You for help.

S Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in
Jesus as our Savior. Help us to live to please You
as You watch us. Help us to depend on You to take
care of us.

In Jesus’name we pray, Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question

Hold up the Big Question sign for all the children to see,
and say:

The Big Question we are investigating today is
Big Question Number 4:

Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
and the Answer is:
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

Meaning:

There are many gods that people worship, but none is like
the LORD. He is the one, true God. He's not like anyone else!
He's always been alive--and He will never die. He’s completely
good and loving. He’s all-powerful and all-wise. And that’s
just the beginning of what the LORD is like. He is so great!
There will always be more of Him to know.

Let’s sing our Big Question Song:”

Big Q & A 4 Song

DDD NIV Songs 4, track 12

(adapted version of “Have You Ever Seen a Lassie”)

Can anybody tell me,

Tell me, tell me,

Can anybody tell me,

What the LORD is like?

He's not like anyone else,
Anyone else, anyone else,
He's not like anyone else,
That's what the LORD is like.

DDD 4 Big Question Picture--Back
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This Unit’s Bible Truths

“He’s not like anyone else”is a good beginning, but there’s so
more to learn. So it’s time for us to dig down even deeper for
more answers to our Big Question about God. We're going
to be learning EIGHT Bible truths that all tell us more about
what the God is like.

Who would like to hand me the picture with our eight Bible
truths on it? It’s in the Big Question Box/Briefcase”

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and
show them the pictures of the eight truths they will be learning.

After everyone has had a good look say...

“Ok, we've learned three truths about the gospel. They are:
“He is a Glorious Spirit”, “He Is the One, True God"; and, “He
is God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: One God, but Three
Persons.” (point to pictures as you identify each Bible Truth).
Now let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if we can
figure out which of these four truths we will be learning
about today. Who would like to get it out of the Big Question
Briefcase for me?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth
Clue sign and hand it to you.

DDD 4 Unit All Bible Truths--Back
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Revedling the Bible Truth
We Are Learning

Hold up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the
answer, written along the bottom, and say:

“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
Hels 2227, All the Time!”He Is 2222, All the Time!”

We're missing one word. Here’s the hint to what the missing
word is. It says: “It's a word that means all places? It rhymes
with “teddy bear”

Can you guess? It's “Everywhere.”

So the Bible Truth we are learning today is:

(uncover answer from bottom of sign, show it to them and say:)
“Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?

He’s Not Like Anyone Else!
He Is EVERYWHERE, All the Time!”

And here is what this Bible Truth means:
(read the meaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

How many places can you be at once? Can you be here with
us and out on the playground at the same time? Can you
hear what your parents are saying in the kitchen and what
the king in a faraway country is saying at the same time? No,
you can’t and neither can I!

But God is very different from us. He is everywhere, all the
time. He is with you and me right here. He is with your friends
and family in their homes and at work. He is even with all
the people who live far away in other parts of the world....
and all at the same time! There is nowhere we can go, where
God will not be, too. He sees everything everyone is doing,
all the time. He is always there to comfort us, to help us, and
to save us, when we trust Jesus as our Savior.

DDD 4, Bible Truth 4--Back

268



Ol-L ‘€-b€l wiposd
JSPZ aw pjoy [im puoy JYybid anoA ‘awl apInb [IM puby JNnoA a4y} UsAS '0as

juoly--ainidld 9sISA 9[qlg ' AAdd

3y} JO 9pIS Jbj BY} U0 B|}JeS | H 'UMbp 3y} JO SBUIM By} Uo asid | | ‘oJay} aJdo noA ‘syjdep ay} ul paq

AW oW | # a4y} 94b NoA ‘susAbay 3yl o} dn ob | J| ¢aduasadd JnOA Wod} 99]4 | Ubd aJaym ¢jidids
JNOA wod 06 | upd adaym-Abm Aw [io YiM Jolilung 34 NoA Jdibo wodg sjybnoy} Aw aAisdJed

NOA ‘3SId | USYM PUD JIS | USYM MOUY NOA ‘DU MOUY NOA pub aWl paydJoas aAbY hoA ‘G071 O

269

g0g 40
- W
hl..s_ﬂ.ah

VEEN piv
220|d

N0 23b3

[oNSIA




Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse

Remove the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for
all the children to see, then say:

Psalm 139:1-3,7-10 tells us:

Psalm 139:1-3,7-10

“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when

I sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar... you are
familiar with all my way...Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can
| flee from your presence? If 1 go up to the heavens, you are there; if

I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on the wings of
the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand
will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.”

Learn a Little: O LORD... You are familiar with all my ways.”

What does that mean?

These verses tell us that God is everywhere, all the time. There is
nowhere we can flee from God'’s Spirit. Everywhere we are, He is, too.
God knows us inside and out. He hears all of our prayers. He will help
and protect those who trust in Him, no matter where they are. He will
always be guiding them according to His perfect plans. Ask Him to
help you trust in Him!

“We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!”

Where Shall | Go?
Psalm [39:7-10

DDD NIV Songs 4, track 22

Where can | go from your Spirit? (no where!)
Where can | flee from your presence? (no where!)
If 1 go up to the heavens, you are there,

If | make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn,

If | settle on the far side of the sea,

Even there your hand will guide me,

Your right hand will hold me fast.

Where can | go from your Spirit?

Where can | flee from your presence?

Psalm One-thirty-nine, seven through ten.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating.
Let’s see what Detective Dan wants us to help him figure out.

Would someone like to get it out for me?”

DDD 4.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #|

Hi, Deep Down Defectives!
I'm working on a brand-new case called:
“The Case of the God Who Would Not Leave.”

| need to find out:

l. Who ran away from home? Why?

AND

2. Who was the God who didn't leave him? Why was it
so amazing that He didn't leave him?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering
them. Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:

1. Who ran away from home? Why? Jacob was running away from home
because he cheated his brother out of their father’s special blessing.

2. Who was the God who didn’t leave him? Why was it so amazing that
He didn’t leave him? The LORD was the God who didn't leave Jacob. It was
amazing that the LORD didn’t leave Jacob because the LORD hates wrong-
doing (sin) and Jacob had done a very bad thing by tricking his brother to
get his father’s special blessing.

For You and Me:

Isn't the LORD amazing! He is good and He hates wrong-doing (sin); but, He
is so merciful, too. The LORD stayed with Jacob and promised to bless him.
He changed Jacob into a man who loved Him and lived for Him. The LORD
even used Jacob to bless us, too. How? By sending Jesus through Jacob’s
family to be the Savior for our sins. When we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus, the LORD will forgive our sins, too. He will make us His special
people who He will bless every day of our lives. And one day, He will take us
to live with Him forever. That will be the greatest blessing of all!

DDD 4.4 Lesson 1 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #2

Hi, Deep Down Detectives!
I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the God Who Would Not Leave.”

Our Bible Verse is Psalm 139:-3,7-10:

“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.
You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my
thoughts from afar... you are familiar with all my way...
Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from
your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are there;
if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on
the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the
seq, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand
will hold me fast.”

| need tfo find out:

l. Who went far away from his home?

AND

2. How did the LORD show him that He was still with him,
guiding him and helping him?

Can you help me? Listen carefully to the story and you
might just hear the answers! Thanks for your help!

Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also included at the end
of the story text.*

Answers:

Our Bible Verse is: Psalm 139:1-3,7-10:

“0 LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar... you are familiar with all my way...Where can | go
from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are
there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on the wings of the dawn,
if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand
will hold me fast.”

1. Who went far away from his home? Jacob did.

2. How did the LORD show him that He was still with him, guiding him and helping him?
The LORD helped Jacob find the way to the country where his mother used to live. He took
care of Jacob while he lived there and then He brought Jacob back home. He helped Esau
forgive Jacob and He blessed Jacob with all of the good things He promised him. Best of all,
He kept His promise to make Jacob's family the family through whom the Savior would come
to us. Yes, at just the right time Jesus came to save us from our sins. He can be our Savior when
we turn away from our sins and trust in Him as our Savior. Then we will be the LORD’s special
people who have Him to care for everywhere we go, every day of our lives now. And one day,
will live with Him forever in heaven.

For You and Me:

The LORD knew Jacob's thoughts. He was familiar with all of his ways. He knew Jacob was a
sinner and did not deserve His loving-kindness. But the LORD treated Jacob better than he
deserved. The LORD loved Jacob and helped him. He took care of his needs and changed
his life into one that wanted to love and obey Him. Like Jacob, we are sinners, too. The LORD
offers His loving- kindness to us, too. He wants us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus
as our Savior. He can be the God who is taking care of us as His special people, everywhere, all
the time, too. Ask Him to help you!

DDD 4.4 Lesson 2 Listening Assignment
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Defective Dan's
Listening Assignment #3
Hi, Deep Down Defectives!

I'm still working on the case called:
“The Case of the God Who Would Not Leave.”

| found SIX clues, but TWO of them are NOT in the story.
They are: a brother named Esau, a ladder, a pair of
glasses, an angel, a snake, and a rock.

Hold up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify
them. Better yet, put them up on your flannelgraph board, off to one
side.

| need to know:

l. Which FOUR pictures belong in the story and which
TWO do NOT?

2. Who praised the LORD for faking care of him,
everywhere he went?

Can you help me? Listen carefully fo the story and
you might just hear the answers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and
see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s questions. When | finish
telling the story, we will see if we can answer all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. Atthe
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answering them.
Present the gospel and close in prayer.

*Answers to assignment questions, the gospel and ACTS prayer are also
included at the end of the story text.*

Answers:
Our six clues were: a brother named Esau, a ladder, a pair of glasses, an
angel, a snake, and a rock.

1. Which four belong in our story?

The brother named Esau, the ladder, the angel, and the rock belong.

2. Who praised the LORD for taking care of him, everywhere he went?
Jacob did.

For You and Me:

The LORD was not just with Jacob, long ago when this story took place. He
is still the God who is everywhere, all the time. He is with us, too. He knows
everything we think and do and say. And, if we turn away from our sins and
trust in Jesus as our Savior, not only will He be with us, He will make us His
special people. We will get to know Him in our hearts now. And one day, we
will get to go and live with Him forever. That will be best of all! Ask Him to
help you do this! He loves to answer this prayer!

DDD 4.4 Lesson 3 Listening Assignment
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Simple Story Secnes DDD 4.4
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. Jacob was up to his tricky tricks again, and what big, fricky tricks
they were! Jacob had dlready tricked his big brother, Esau, out of
the specidl, firstborn gift he was supposed fo get from their father.

And now, Jacob wanted to trick their father info giving him the
special, firstborn-blessing Esau was supposed fo get from him, too.
Butf fime was running out. Jacob needed to think fast, if he was to
get Esau's blessing.
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2. Their father, Isaac, was a very old man now. Soon, he would die.
Before he died, Isaac would give each of his sons a blessing.

Isaac called for Esau first. Esau was the oldest son in the family.

Isacic would give him the best blessing-the specidl, firstbornblessing.
(That's what fathers did back then.)

“Esau, come here. | want o give you my specidl, firstborn blessing,”
Isacic told him. “But first, go hunting and bring me back some meat
and make it info my favorife stew,” Isaac said.
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3. Esau happily obeyed. He picked up his bow and arrows, and set
off across the fields. He hoped God would help him find good food
for his father quickly. How he was looking forward to getting that
special, firstborn blessing!

Rebekah, their mother, hurried fo Jacob with the news. She wanted
Jacob fo have that best blessing. It would take tricky tricks to get it.
Could Rebekah and Jacob trick Isaac into giving Jacob the firstborn
blessing instead?
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4. This wasn't going fo be easy. You see, Esau and Jacob might have
been brothers (they were even twinsD), but they were very, very
different, as their father, Isaac, knew.

Esau had very hairy arms and legs, but Jacob had silky smooth
skin. Jacob and Esau's voices were very different, foo. Esauloved to
work and hunt ouldoors. He smelled of the fresh air and the fields.
Jacob loved fo stay near the family fent. He helped their mother,
Rebekah, cook and do other chores, so he smelled more like smoke
from the fire and the food they cooked over it.
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S. Yes, it was going 1o fake a very good tricky trick o fool Isaac into
thinking Jacob was redlly Esau.

Beforelong, they had come up withjust the trick...andit alldepended
on Isaac’'s bad eyes. Here's what they did: Jacob helped Rebekah
make Isaac’s favorite sfew.

Rebekah helped Jacob dress up in Esau’s best clothes. She helped
him put hairy goat’s fur on his neck and hands. Now, Jacob would
have the food Isaac thought Esau would bring. Now, Jacob would
smell like Esau and feel hairy like Esau.

Would this be enough to fool father Isaac? Jacob and Rebekah
hoped so.
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6. While Esau was still hunting far from the tents, Jacob put his tricky
trick info action. He filled up a bowl with his mother's yummy goat
stew. He went to his father, pretending fo be his brother: “Here | am,
father. li's your son, Esau,” Jacob lied.
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1. Jacob thought this was odd: “Hmmmm... Esau has come back from
hunting very quickly! Too quickly. And this voice. It doesn't sound like
Esau. It sounds like Jacob! Could this be Jacob, up to another of his
tricky tricks?” Isaac wondered.

“Are you redlly my son, Esau?” Isaac asked the son standing before
him.

“Yes, Father, it is |,” Jacob lied. “The LORD helped me get some meat
quickly. Eat your delicious sfew and bless me. Please, bless me!”
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8. Something sfill didn't seem right to Isaac. Since his old eyes didn't
work very well, Isaac decided to use his nose and hands 1o make
sure this was redlly Esau.

Isaac stretched out his arm and placed it on his son. He felt lots of
hair. Yes, this felt like Esau dll right! Then, Isaac leaned over to kiss
his son and smell his clothes. They smelled like the oufdoors. Yes, this
son cerfainly smelled like Esau.

Now, Isaac was sure. This really WAS Esau! So, Isaac stretched out
his arm, put his hand on his son’s head, and gave him the specidl,
firstborn blessing.
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9. Hal Jacob's tricky trick had worked! Their father had given him
the best blessing! How pleased Jacob was, as he hurried away
from Isaac's fent!

Jacob was very happy, but soon, there was SOMEONE ELSE who
wasn't happy at all. SOMEONE who came back from hunting and
went fo his father with his favorite stew, only to find out that his
brother had dlready been there with his tricky trick. Can you guess
who it was? It was Esau... the REAL Esaul
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0. Esau was FURIOUS! Jacob had dlready tricked him out of their
father's firstborn gift. And now, Jacob had tricked him out of their
father’s special, firstborn blessing, too! BOTH of their father's best

gifts, that should have been his, were both GONE!

So, now it was Esau’s turn for a tricky trick. As soon as old, father
Isaac died, Esau would get rid of Jacob and take back those best
gifts for himself! That would take care of Jacob, once and for dill!
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. There was only one thing Jacob could do: run away. But, fo where?

Rebekah had an idea: “Run away fo the faraway country where
my family lives. They will fake care of you, and you can find a wife
there,” she told Jacob. Isaac agreed. This was the best plan.
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12. Jacob packed up his little bundle of things and set off at once.
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13. The trip to Rebekah's family was long and hard. Jacob had to
walk many days through the lonely wilderness fo get there. The
good, green hills became dusty, dry land, the farther away Jacob
travelled. Each day, the hot sun beat down on him. Each day, he
had to find his own water and food. And each day, he could easily
get lost in all that wilderness.
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4. The nights could be as hard as the days. It was so very dark and
Jacob was so dll alone. The desert-y wilderness could be windy
and cold at night. The ground was bumpy and hard. Jacob had only
a rock for a pillow and his coat for a blanket. Ooh... ouch... brrrr...
Cover up, Jacob!

The desert-y wilderness was home fo lots of creepy, crawly bugs.
Spiders, scorpions and other little wiggling, biting creatures that
could wriggle their way up inside his clothes and bite him as he lay
on the ground. Wriggle... wriggle... nip... nip... snap... shap... Waich
out, Jacob!
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I5.Danger could be anywhere. There werelions andbears and other
creatures around. These were animals with hungry tummies and
sharp tfeeth. They prowled around in the dark, looking for food to
eat. Roar... growl.. chomp, chomp.... Hide, Jacob! There might even
be bad guys who could sneck up on Jacob and take his bundle of
things. Whoo, whoo... ha, ha! Beware, Jacob!

Jacob had never been away from home like this before, so very
all alone, in the middle of nowhere. Who would be with him, as he
traveled so far from home? Could anyone help him?
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6. Yes, there was Someone who could. The LORD! He is the God who
is everywhere, dll the time.

The LORD had been there and seen Jacob trick their father and
fake his brother's special firstborn blessing. The LORD had been
there and seen when Esau wanted to kill Jacob and Jacob had to
run away. And now, the LORD wass right there, out in that deep, dark
wilderness, where Jacob camped that night.
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I7. Now, Jacob's tricky tricks were very bad things. Jacob deserved
nothing but the LORD’s punishment for them. Aftfer dll, the LORD is
good. He hates wrong-doing... and Jacob had most cerfainly done
wrong!

But the LORD is also so very kind and merciful fo sinners, even sinners
ike Jacob. And many times, the LORD takes very bad things and
does very good things, things that we could never, ever deserve.

And so it was that the LORD chose fo be very kind and merciful to
Jacob. The LORD chose to use the bad things that Jacob did fo do
some very good things. Things that would one day bring good to
all people, everywhere... even fo people like you and me.
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18. So right there, in the middle of nowhere, in that deep darkness,
on that cold ground, with that hard, rock pillow. Right there, with
those bugs wriggling, those wild animals prowling, (and maybe
even bad guys lurking), the LORD helped Jacob fdll asleep. And as
Jacob slept, the LORD gave him a dream about the good things He
would do through Jacob and his family.
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9. In his dream, Jacob saw a VERY fidll ladder. It was so fdll that it
stretched from the ground, dll the way up to heaven.

And who did Jacob see climbing up and down that giant ladder?
Lots of God's angels! Amazing! But even more amazing than all those
angels ON the ladder, was who Jacob saw at the very TOP of the
ladder in heaven: it was the LORD!
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20. In the dream, the LORD spoke fo Jacob: “I am the LORD, the God
of your father, Isaac, and your grandfather, Abraham. | made big
promises fo them, and now I'm making them to you, foo.”

“The land you are sleeping on, | will give to you and dll your family
aftfer you. Your family is going fo grow and grow and grow until it’s
so big, you can't even count everyone.

“And one day, | will bless the whole world through your family.” the
LORD said. (The LORD was promising the Savior, Jesus, to be born
info Jacob's family one day. He would be the blessing fo the whole
world.)
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2. “Jacob, you may be far away from your family, dll alone in the
dark; but, | am with you,” the LORD fold him. “l will fake care of you
wherever you go. | will bring you back to this land one day. | will do
everything I've promised you,” the LORD said fo Jacob.

Jacob woke up from the dream. He was excited and a little scared.
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and | did not know it. How awesome
it is! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven,” he exclaimed.
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22. Jacob never wanted to forget what had happened that night.
So the next morning, he took the stone that had been his pillow and
he stood it up on end like a fower. Then he poured oil on the sfone as
a sign that God had done something special. He named the place,
“Bethel,” which means “House of God.”
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23. Then, Jacob made a big promise fo the LORD:

“If You will be with me and will keep me as | go far away from
home. If You will give me food to eat and clothes fo wear, so that |
come home one day fo my father’s house safely, and with no one
mad at me, then You shall be my God. And this stone, which | have
sef up as a tower, shall be a special place where people come to
worship You and meetf with You. And | will give You worship gifts
from everything You give me,” Jacob promised.

The LORD was pleased with Jacob's promise and accepted it.
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24. Then Jacob picked up his bundle and went on his way.

Day affer day, he traveled on through the desert-y wilderness--
under the hot sun, looking for food and water, and trusting that he
wasn't lost. Night after night, he lay down in the deep darkness, on
the cold ground, with the creepy, crawlies wriggling, the growling,
animals prowling, and maybe even the bad guys lurking near by.

Jacob went farther and farther away from home and everything
he had known, but now everything was better. Why?

330



¢AYM J9Ljaqg som BulyiA dans mou

Ing ‘umouy pby 3y BuIyjAJaAs pub awoy Wodj AbMb Jayjdiog pup Jayjdog jusam qodor ‘Aq Josu
BurjJn] sAnb poq 8y} usns agAbul pub ‘Bulmodd sjpwiup ‘Bumodb ay) ‘Bulbbiam salmibdd ‘Adsaud
3yl YlMm ‘punodb pjod ay} Uo ‘sseuydbp desp syl ul umop Ap| ay ‘Jybiu Japjo Jybiy ‘jso] Jusom
9y Joyj Buisndy pub ‘Jsjom pub poos JoJ BUoo| ‘Uns Joy 3Yy] JIpUN--SSBUJSPIM A-]IaS3pP dY}
Uo pajaAbd) 3y Abp Jajo Apg Abm SIy Uo Jusm pub ajpung siy dn paydid qodor ‘usy] ‘hZ




25. Now, Jacob knew who was with him: the LORD, the God who
was everywhere, dll the time. HE was always with Jacob. HE would
make sure Jacob had everything he needed. HE would keep dll of
His promises to Jacob.

And He did! The LORD helped Jacob get dll the way fo his mother’s
family in the faraway country. He blessed Jacob with a big family
and many good things. He worked inside Jacob, too. He changed
Jacob info a man who loved Him and frusted in Him.

And at just the right time, the LORD led Jacob and his family safely
home. Even Esau was happy to see him!
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26. God dilso kept His promise to bless dll peoples through Jacob'’s
family. At just the right time, Jesus, God's Son, was born --Jacob’s
great, great, efc. grandson.

He was called Emmanuel, God with us. He came fo give us the greatest
blessing of dll: forgiveness of our sins, when we turn from our sins
and trust in Him as our Savior.

If we do, the LORD will be OUR God who is with US, everywhere, dil
the time, bringing good to us. No matter where we go or what we
do, He will be right there with us: loving us, faking care of us, and
working inside of our hearts, helping us to love Him and trust in Him.

How kind the LORD has been to us through Jacob and his family!
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Big Question Box/Briefcase

What You Want

The Big Question Briefcase is a briefcase or other container with these characteristics:

« Ideally, this should be around 17" x 12", but needs to be at least big enough to fit a 8 12" x 11" sheets of paper
inside it.

«  Have various pockets to put these sheets in

« Isattractive or curious looking to preschoolers

«  Not necessary, but extremely fun, if is has a combination lock

Finding a Briefcase:

You can certainly buy one new, but you always may find a used one at a thrift shop. Or, someone may have one
they want to donate. We use one that stores valuables in it and is the 17”x12" size. Very durable and has the lock
feature that the kids love.

You also can move away from the briefcase idea and use a little trunk or other box for your substitute briefcase.
Just change the name to the Big Question Box, if you use a box instead. A boot box or the cardboard box that 10
reams of copy paper comes in is a great size, if you are using a box.

If you use a box, but want a lock-like feature, that's easy to do. Simply cut “straps” out of felt or vinyl and glue in
place to the top and bottom sides of the box on one side, with the top strap overlapping the bottom straps. Add
velcro to the top and bottom pieces so that they meet and fasten. Make back “hinges” for the box with the felt/
vinyl straps, too. Or, you can simply add a belt around the box that has to be unfastened before the box can be
opened.

Here are some suggestions for decorating a box or even the outside of your briefcase to make it appealing.

Supplies

Your box/briefcase

Plain white contact paper or white cardstock
Colorful wrapping paper

Glitter glue

Markers

Sequins, fake jewels, buttons, rick rack, etc.
Other decorating supplies

Stickers

Glue

Clear packing tape

Directions

1. If you are using a box that has wording on it, you will first need to make plain surfaces for decorating and a
hinge for the lid. Stick the white contact paper or white cardstock to each side of the box. On the other hand, you
can also use colorful wrapping paper. Then, make a lid by sticking the clear packing tape along one long side of
the box, attaching the lid to the box.

2. Use the craft decorating supplies to decorate the box. If desired, you can put a big question mark on top of

the box, but remember that you are working with two and three year olds: the question mark symbol is not very
meaningful to them yet.
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Making a Flannelgraph Storyboard

for use in story-telling and in playing the story review games

Use this board to place your story scenes as you tell it.

Supplies

AT LEAST a 24" x 36" foam board, cardboard, or even an old whiteboard

Large piece of neutral-colored felt to cover your board with extra to overlap over to the back, if desired.
Glue gun and glue sticks

Directions
1. Center felt on front side of board. Turn over. Secure in place with glue.

Making Durable Story Scene Pictures
for use in story-telling and in playing the story review games

Whether you purchase the Deep Down Detectives Story Scene pictures from Amazon or print them off the website
(included in the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book), you will want to find some way to make them more
durable. They are used not only as a part of telling the story, but are integral in the story review games. Here's how
we make ours durable enough to be used over and over again.

Supplies

Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book (purchased or downloaded)

White cardstock or printer paper (if downloading pictures)

Sticky-back velcro, circles or cut pieces; or sticky tac putty

Laminator or Self-laminating sheets or Sturdy Sheet Protectors, preferably the “Secure Top” kind, like offered by
Avery

Directions
1. Purchase from Amazon or download and print out the Story Scenes.

2. Carefully remove pages from book (if purchased a hard copy).
3. Laminate the figures.

4. If using a flannelgraph board: Stick a few pieces of sticky backed velcro (ROUGH SIDE) onto the back of each
Story Scene.

If using sticky tack and whiteboard: simply stick a small amount of sticky tack on the back of each Story Scene in
a few places when using it. Remove and store sticky tack in airtight container.
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The Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder

This is a homemade folder that looks (kinda) like the cover of a Bible. You will use this to put the Bible verse, the
Bible Story and storyboard pictures to help make the point that the truths you are teaching them come from the
Bible.

Supplies

1 piece of 22" x 28" posterboard (white is fine. Green or brown is nice)

Glue

Stapler and staples or packing tape

The Bible Cover pictures (see online with resources for this unit or from the back of each Deep Down Detectives
Visual Aids book.)

NOTE: The Bible Cover pictures included in the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids books cannot be created larger
than 8.5" x 11”. That means that they will be under-sized for a Bible Folder of the dimensions you are making.
However, you can go online to the Deep Down Detectives curriculum and there is a pdf of a bigger version of
these covers that will actually fit the size of this Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder.

Directions
1. Lay out poster board with long side along the bottom.

2. Fold in 2" on each side.

3. Take packing tape and tape the folded in 2" flaps to the main section of the posterboard, all the way down.
3. Fold up 8 1/2" on the bottom of the poster board.

4. Use packing tape to tape this flap in place, all the way down.

5. Take scissors and snip through the tape where the flap is attached to the folder. This will give you a bit more
room in the folder.

6. Fold the poster board in the middle to make the center fold.
7. Cut out the Bible Cover Pictures. If possible, laminate these. They will last longer.

8.. Glue the two cover pieces to the outside of the folder.

28" side

22"side

81/2"
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