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Appendix C: Crafts and Take Home Sheets, Unit 7, Bible Truth 3
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Appendix C: Crafts and Take Home Sheets, Unit 7, Bible Truth 3

Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 7, Bible Truth 3, Lesson 3                                                       
Big Question 7: What Are God’s Laws Like?
                Answer: God’s Laws Are Perfect... They Tell Us How to Love God and Others!
Bible Truth 3 Meaning

The LORD is the one, true God. He deserves our love. He made us to love Him more than anything else. Loving God is the 
most delightful thing we can do. God gave us His laws so we can know how to love Him. When we obey His laws, we are 
living out our love for Him. God made us not just to love Him, but also to love each other. He gave His laws so we can know 
how to love each other. He tells us to treat others in the same loving way we want others to treat us. When we obey God’s 
laws, we are living out God’s love for others. And, we are showing them a little bit of what God is like, that they might seek 
to know and love Him, too. Obeying God’s laws is not just the right way to live. It is also the happiest way to live with God 
and with other people. God can help us obey His laws and live in love when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior. He gives us a new heart filled with His Holy Spirit and helps us to live in love as He wants us to.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all 
the Law and the Prophets.”--Matthew 22:37-40, ESV                                                        

Some Questions for You   

1. What is the name of the Ten, Big Laws that God gave to show us how to love God and others? The Ten Commandments.
2. Did the teachers in Jesus’ day tell people to keep just the 10 Commandments and other laws that God gave them in His 
Word, the Bible? No. They told people to keep a lot of other rules, too.
3. Did Jesus tell people to keep all those extra rules the other teachers gave to the people? No, He did not. He taught them 
that those extra rules were not God’s laws at all.
4. What did Jesus say was the first and greatest law? To love God most of all.
5. What did Jesus say was the second most important law of God that we should all obey? To love others in the same loving 
way as we want others to treat us.
6. What two laws did Jesus say sum up all of the other laws that God has given us? To love God most of all, and love others 
in the same loving way as we want others to treat us.
7. Who can help us to love God and others? God can. He can help us turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. 
He can send the Holy Spirit to live in our hearts and help us to love Him and others as He wants us to.

Let’s Pray!

We praise You, God, for being the Giver of Your perfectly good laws that tell us how to love You and others.

God, many times, we do not obey Your good laws. Many times, we do not love You or others as Your laws tell us to. We 
need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for giving us Your good laws that show us how to love You and others. Thank You for sending Your Holy 
Spirit to live in our hearts when we trust in Jesus as our Savior. He helps us to obey Your good and loving laws.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Send Your Holy Spirit to live 
inside our hearts and help us to love You and others as You want us to. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!

Big Question 7 Hymn: Holy Bible, Book Divine  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 7, track 17

Verse 1
Holy Bible, book divine,
Precious treasure, you are mine,
You’re the only Book divine,
Precious treasure, you are mine.

Words: John Burton, Sr., Constance Dever   Music: Constance Dever

Big Question 7 Praise Song: The Best Book to Read Is the Bible from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 7, track 18		
Verse 1
The best book to read is the Bible,
The best book to read is the Bible,
It alone is God’s true Word,
With the best news ever heard!
Yes! The best book to read is the Bible.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 7 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org

Verse 2
Mine, to learn God’s holy ways,
How He’d have us live each day;
Mine, to learn of Jesus Christ,
Who died to give eternal life.

Verse 2
The best book to read is the Bible,
The best book to read is the Bible,
If you read it ev’ry day,
God will teach you His ways.
Yes! The best book to read is the Bible.
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Deep Down Devotions: Unit 7, Bible Truth 1 Story Concepts                                    P.1                                                        

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:
I need to know:
1. Who made up extra, little rules of do’s and don’ts? 
2. What did Jesus think of those extra do’s and don’ts? What did Jesus say God’s real laws help people do?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Matthew 22:37-40:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two command-
ments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

I need to know:
1. Which laws did Jesus tell people to obey?
2. Who is the only person to obey God’s laws perfectly? How did He share His perfect life with us?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:
I found six clues, but two of them are NOT in the story.
They are: a pillow, a cup, two fish, a painter, a heart, and God’s Ten, Big Laws.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to know:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t? 
2. Who can help us keep God’s laws and love others?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY, 
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s 
questions. When I finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer. 
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text. 

The Case of the Do’s and Don’ts
Matthew 5,6,22

Dear Parents,
Big Question #7 is: “What Are God’s Laws Like?” Your child is learning that “God’s Laws Are Perfect...They Tell Us 
How to Love God and Others!”

Here’s a copy of the Bible story they are learning along with the “Listening Assignment” for each lesson. These 
assignments provide a different teaching emphasis for each lesson, helping the children dig deeper into each 
Bible truth. They match up with your child’s take home for each lesson. We hope that these resources help your 
family to dig down deeper into the truths of God’s Word!” Happy digging!

*many more resources for this Big Question came be found online at www.praisefactory.org*

Listening Assignments

“Hey, Kids! Detective Dan, here. Listen carefully to the story and help me answer these questions:
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Bible Story for Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3                                                           P.2                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

The Case of the Do’s and Don’ts  

Matthew 5,6,22

Rules! Rules! Rules! So many rules for God’s people to keep! “Do this! Don’t do that!” the teachers in Jesus’ 
day (the Pharisees) taught the people. Of course, there were the Ten, Big Laws (the Ten Commandments) 
that God had given them through Moses. But there were so many more rules than that. Can you guess 
how many laws the Pharisees counted in God’s Word for everyone to obey? Twenty? Fifty? Surely, not a 
hundred!

What do you think?

It was more than any of those guesses! It was 613! There were 248 DO laws and 365 DON’T laws. 
But soon those 613 laws turned into even more, as the teachers made up extra ways they wanted God’s 
people to live them out. They made up extra “DO’s” like: “DO say a special prayer as you wash your hands 
when you wake up in the morning, or you won’t please God.” And extra DON’T’s” like: “DON’T use the same 
spoon to stir milk and cook meat, or you won’t please God.”  What a lot of rules! Oh, how they weighed 
down the people! Who could keep all these rules!

But then, Jesus came. He wasn’t like any other teacher. He healed sick people without using any medicine! 
He brought dead people back to life again! He even forgave people’s sins! Jesus simply spoke and God’s 
power did these wonderful things through Him. 

Jesus did other amazing things, too, like when He made the strong winds and the big waves of a huge 
storm at sea suddenly STOP and be calm at His command. And, when He fed a huge, hungry crowd of 
people with just two fish and five loaves of bread. Wow! 

The news about Jesus spread quickly. Soon, many people were coming to Jesus. They came to have Him 
heal their sick family and friends. They came to see Him do amazing things. And, they came to hear what 
He had to say about God and His laws. Would Jesus be just like all the other teachers? Would He tell them 
to keep all those Do’s and Don’ts? Would He give them lots of extra rules like the Pharisees did? 

What do you think? 
     
Soon, Jesus answered all of their questions.  

One day, Jesus and a huge crowd of people climbed up, up, up a grassy mountain above the Sea of Galilee. 
When they reached the top, Jesus sat down and began to teach them about God’s laws.

“God’s laws are very important. They will last until the end of time. I have not come to get rid of even one of 
God’s good laws,” Jesus told the people. “Your teachers, the Pharisees, try to please God by adding lots of 
extra, little rules to God’s good laws. They think all this rule-keeping will make them right with God, but it’s 
not enough. You need something more than all their extra, little rules to please God. You will need a better 
righteousness than theirs, if youwant to be God’s people,” Jesus told them.

Oh, no! This didn’t sound good at all! The Pharisees worked so hard to keep all 613 laws in the Bible! And, 
they made up all those hundreds of extra, little rules, to try to please God, too. How could ANYONE be 
better than the Pharisees? Was Jesus going to give them even MORE rules to live by? It sure sounded that 
way.

What do you think?
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Bible Story for Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3                                                           P.3                                                        use with all THREE lessons

No, Jesus was not. “Your teachers are wrong about their extra, little rules. They just weigh down people. 
They don’t help anyone live as God wants them to live,” Jesus said. “I have come to fulfill God’s law. I will 
teach you how to really live out God’s laws to please Him,” He told the crowds.

“The Do’s and Don’ts in God’s Word are about how we show love to God and others. These laws start in 
the heart with love, and they tell us how God wants us to live out that love with our whole lives,” Jesus 
explained.

“Some people LOOK like they obey God’s laws, but really, they are still  breaking them,” Jesus told the 
people. “They do the right thing on the outside, but in their hearts, they are angry or jealous or hateful. 
God doesn’t just look on the outside. He sees inside every heart. He knows the sin that is hiding there. He 
knows when you are angry or jealous or hateful. What goes on inside your heart breaks God’s laws, too,” 
Jesus explained.

The people listened to Jesus and were amazed! Jesus wasn’t at all like the other teachers they had heard 
before. He didn’t just give them lots of extra, little rules. He helped them see that God’s laws show them 
how to truly love God and others. As Jesus later said: “Love the LORD with all your heart, your mind, and 
yourstrength. Love others --even your enemies-- as much as you love yourself. Do to them only what you 
want them to do to you. If you do love the LORD and love others like this, you will be obeying all of God’s 
laws, because that’s what God’s laws are really all about.”

How about that! All of those 10 Commandments, and even all of those 613 laws, really added up to only 
two: love the LORD and love others. Amazing!
 
I wonder what people were thinking as they climbed down the mountain at the end of the day. Jesus had 
given them less rules to follow, but they were much harder than all those 613 Do’s and Don’ts in God’s 
Word, and all those extra, little rules of the Pharisees. Anyone could remember to wash their hands when 
they woke up in the morning or to use a different spoon when they stirred the milk and cooked the meat. 
But loving God and others from the heart... that was so hard! How could they ever keep their hearts from 
being angry or jealous or hateful towards others? How could they really love God most of all? Could they 
ever really keep God’s laws? Could they ever please God and really love God’s people, if this was how they 
must live? There seemed to be no hope.

What do you think?

Well, there WAS no hope, if they had to obey God’s good laws of love on their own. But praise God, they 
did NOT! That’s why God sent Jesus! Not just to TELL the people what it really means to live out God’s laws. 
But to DO it, HIMSELF! Yes, Jesus lived out God’s laws perfectly every day He lived here on earth. He always 
loved God most of all. He always loved people. In everything He thought, and said, and did, Jesus fulfilled 
God’s law completely. He pleased God with His whole life. Jesus could do this because He was the perfect 
Son of God. He truly loved God, His Father, and He had come to be our Savior. 

And what did the Pharisees think about what Jesus taught? They did NOT like it!  

They did not like that Jesus said He was God’s Son. They did not like what Jesus said about them and all of 
their extra, little rules. And so, the Pharisees and other enemies worked together to get rid of Jesus. They 
nailed Him to a cross to suffer and die, and to get rid of Him, once and for all. 

But God was up to good, even in the bad plans of Jesus’ enemies. For on that cross, Jesus offered up His 
perfect life as the full payment for the sins of all who would ever turn away from their sins and trust in Him 
as their Savior. He took their punishment and gave them His perfect life. Now, they could please God. Not 
with their own lives, but with His!



270270

DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Bible Story for Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3                                                           P.4                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Jesus died and was buried in a cave-grave that sad day, but did He stay there?

What do you think?

No, He did not! On the third day, He rose from the dead. Jesus had really beaten sin and death for God’s 
people! 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to His followers and taught them more about God’s good 
plans. Best of all, He told them about God’s special gift to help them live out God’s law from their hearts. 
Do you know what that special gift was?

Can you guess?

It was the Holy Spirit!

“I am going back home to heaven, but I will send you the Holy Spirit to live in your hearts,” Jesus told 
His followers. “He will fill your hearts with love. He will help you love God most of all. He will help you 
love others, too. And He will stay with you your whole lives until the day you come home to live with Me 
forever,” Jesus promised them.

And sure enough, not long after Jesus went up to heaven, He did send the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts 
of God’s people! How they praised God! How happy they were! 

God had been so good to them through Jesus! Jesus had lived a perfect life of love and given it to them, so 
they could be God’s people. He had sent the Holy Spirit to live inside their hearts for the rest of their lives. 
He would change their hearts and help them to obey God’s laws and love God and others.  

And, how they looked forward to the day when they would go to live with Him forever! Then, God will 
make all things new, even their hearts. Then, they will love God and each other perfectly. And at last, God’s 
laws will be perfectly fulfilled, even in them! We can become God’s people, too, when we turn away from 
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Ask Him to help you! 
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Bible Story for Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3                                                         P.5                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It’s time to see how we did with our Listening 
Assignment. 

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:
1. Who made up extra, little rules of do’s and don’ts? 
The Pharisees.
2. What did Jesus think of those extra do’s and 
don’ts? What did Jesus say God’s real laws help 
people to do? Jesus knew those do’s and don’ts 
weren’t what pleased God. Jesus said God’s real laws 
help people love God most of all and love others.

For You and Me:
None of us can ever obey God’s laws well enough to 
please God. Only keeping God’s laws perfectly can do 
that, and we are all law-breakers! Our only hope is by 
turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our 
Savior. He is the only way we can please God. Ask Him 
to help you. He loves to answer this prayer!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Matthew 22:37-40:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

I need to find out:
1. Which laws did Jesus tell people to obey? God’s 
laws.
2. Who is the only person to obey God’s laws 
perfectly? How did He share His perfect life with us?
Jesus. He gave it up on the cross as the full payment for 
the sins of God’s people when He suffered and died on 
the cross.

For You and Me
How amazing that Jesus kept God’s laws perfectly! It’s 
even more amazing that He offers to share His perfect 
life with us, that we might be saved! This is His promise 
to all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him as 
their Savior. Ask Him to help you do this! He loves to 
answer this prayer!

 

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a pillow, a cup, two fish, a painter, a 
heart, and God’s Ten, Big Laws.

1. Which four belong in our story? 
The cup, the fish, the heart and God’s Ten, Big Laws.
2. Who can help us keep God’s laws and love others? 
God’s Holy Spirit, living in our hearts.

For You and Me:
Can God help us keep His laws and love others, too? 
Yes, He can! He will send His Holy Spirit to live inside all 
who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their 
Savior. What a wonderful helper He is to have! He can 
come to live inside you and help you, too!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is: 
What Are God’s Laws Like?
God’s Laws Are Perfect...
They Tell Us How to Love God and Others!

God’s laws tell us how to love God and others. But the 
sad news is that we all choose to not love God and 
others. We choose to disobey God and not love Him 
or others. We all deserve His punishment for our sins! 
God would have been perfectly fair to give us all the 
punishment we deserve for breaking His laws. He is 
holy and good. But God is so rich in mercy. He chose 
to give us something better than we deserve. He sent 
His Son Jesus to live a perfect life. Yes! Jesus kept every, 
single one of God’s laws! And on the cross, He suffered 
and died, giving His perfect life as the full payment for 
the sins of all who turn away from their sins and trust 
in Him as their Savior. On the third day, Jesus rose from 
the dead. He had really beaten sin and death! Because 
of Jesus, all who trust in Him as their Savior get to enjoy 
wonderful, special closeness with God as His special 
people, even now. And one day, they will go to live with 
Him forever.  We can be God’s people when we turn 
from our sins and trust in Jesus. Ask Him to help you! 
He loves to do this!
Close in prayer.
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Bible Story for Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3                                                          P.6                                                   use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being the Giver of Your 
perfectly good laws that tell us how to love You 
and others.

God, many times, we do not obey Your good laws. 
Many times, we do not love You or others as Your 
laws tell us to. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for giving us Your good laws that 
show us how to love You and others. Thank You for 
sending Your Holy Spirit to live in our hearts when 
we trust in Jesus as our Savior. He helps us to obey 
Your good and loving laws.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from 
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Send Your 
Holy Spirit to live inside our hearts and help us to 
love You and others as You want us to. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.7                              
Unit 7: God, the Just and Merciful

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Are God’s Laws Like? God’s Laws Are Perfect!

Unit Bible Verse: “The law of the LORD is perfect.”    Psalm 19:7
 

Bible Truth 3 Concept: God’s Laws Are Perfect... They Tell Us How to Love God and Others!

The LORD is the one, true God. He deserves our love. He made us to love Him more than anything else. Loving 
God is the most delightful thing we can do. God gave us His laws so we can know how to love Him. When we 
obey His laws, we are living out our love for Him.

God made us not just to love Him, but also to love each other. He gave His laws so we can know how to love 
each other. He tells us to treat others in the same loving way we want others to treat us. When we obey God’s 
laws, we are living out God’s love for others. And, we are showing them a little bit of what God is like, that they 
might seek to know and love Him, too.

Obeying God’s laws is not just the right way to live. It is also the happiest way to live with God and with other 
people. God can help us obey His laws and live in love when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as 
our Savior. He gives us a new heart filled with His Holy Spirit and helps us to live in love as He wants us to.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Matthew 22:37-40, ESV

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Learn a Little: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind... Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Meaning

God has given us many laws in the Bible. It’s good to know them all. But Jesus tells us in these verses that the 
purpose behind all of God’s laws is to love God most of all, and to love others as we love ourselves. When we 
live out all His good laws, we are loving God and love others as He wants us to.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being the Giver of Your perfectly good laws that tell us how to love You and others.

God, many times, we do not obey Your good laws. Many times, we do not love You or others as Your laws tell 
us to. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for giving us Your good laws that show us how to love You and others. Thank You for sending 
Your Holy Spirit to live in our hearts when we trust in Jesus as our Savior. He helps us to obey Your good and 
loving laws.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Send Your Holy 
Spirit to live inside our hearts and help us to love You and others as You want us to. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Do’s and Don’ts  
Matthew 5,6,22
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DDD Unit 7, Bible Truth 3 Story for Take Home

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Q & A 7 Song
Big Question 7 Song: What Are God’s Laws Like? 
Big Question 7 Bible Verse Song: The Law of the Lord   Psalm 19:7, ESV
Extra Big Question 7 Bible Verse Song: The Law of the Lord  Is Perfect  Psalm 19:7, ESV  (full version)
Big Question 7 Hymn:  Holy Bible, Book Divine	
Big Question 7 Praise Song: The Best Book to Read Is the Bible                                                                       
Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Love the Lord    Matthew 22:37-40, ESV            

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page        

Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                               p.8
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Appendix C: Crafts and Take Home Sheets, Unit 7, Bible Truth 3: Extra Crafts

Craft Description
The children will make a booklet that reminds them of what happened They Tell Us How to Love God and Others.

Materials
Manilla file folder, 1 per child
White paper or cardstock
Marker
Glue
Red sequins; or, red foil paper or tissue paper (cut into little squares)
Crayons or markers

Preparations
1. Print out the front cover and the inner page for the craft and copy them onto white paper or cardstock.
2. Cut out the front cover piece. Cut out around the pieces for the inner page so that they are all one piece.
3. Print and cut out the Tablet Template. Place it on top of the closed manilla file folder, open sides of the folder to 
the right and the folded edge to the left. Place the left edge of the Template on top of the manilla file folder, so that 
the bottom and the left edges of the Template line up with the bottom and left edge of the folder. 
Cut out the folder, using the Template as a guide. You should have a folder in the shape of a tablet that opens up    
into two tablets, connected along the middle fold.  Repeat for each child’s craft.
4. Set out glue on paper plates (or glue sticks), as well as the decorating supplies.

Introducing the Craft:
“Our Big Question is: “What Are God’s Laws Like? We’ve learned that “God’s Laws Are Perfect…They Tell Us How to 
Love God and Others.”  That’s something very important to know. But many people don’t know it. So do you know 
what God wants us to do? He wants us to go and tell others this very important news. So today we are going to 
make something we can show and tell them, too. Here’s what it looks like… (Hold up example of craft).”

Directions
1. Show children your finished craft, reading the words to them.
2. Let the children color in the words on the front page and on the inside page (God, others).
3. Help the children glue down the inside page (so that the center lines up with the fold) and the front piece onto 
their manilla folder tablets.
4. Let the children finish their craft by decorating the heart with eTher the red sequins or pieces of red foil paper.
5. Make sure to write each child’s name on their craft.

Discussion
This is an especially good time to re-read the key concepts and discuss them. See the Deep Down Discussion 
Sheet for possible questions to talk about.

Craft Wrap-Up:
At the end of our time together today, you get to take home your Go and Tell crafts. And what are you going to 
do with them? “This is a picture of God’s laws. God’s laws are perfect... they tell us how to....”  then you can open up 
your laws and show them the answer: “love God and others.” Let’s practice! Now you are ready to go tell someone 
else this good news today!” Lead the children in practicing with their craft a few times (after it has dried.)

God’s Laws Tell Us How to Love God and Others 

Go and Tell Bible Truth Concept Craft                                                                  
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Tablet Template for folder
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Tablet front cover

God’s
Laws Are 
Perfect!
They tell 
us how 
to... 
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The Case of the Do’s and Don’ts Jigsaw Puzzle Page    Matthew 5,6,22
Make copies of picture and cut out into an appropriate number of pieces for your children. 
Or, you can print out color versions of this puzzle by downloading it from praisefactory.org.

God’s Laws Are Perfect...They Tell Us How to Love God and Others! God’s laws tell us how to love God and others. But the sad 
news is that we all choose to not love God and others. We choose to disobey God and not love Him or others. We all deserve 
His punishment for our sins! God would have been perfectly fair to give us all the punishment we deserve for breaking His 
laws. He is holy and good. But God is so rich in mercy. He chose to give us something better than we deserve. He sent His Son 
Jesus to live a perfect life. Yes! Jesus kept every, single one of God’s laws! And on the cross, He suffered and died, giving His 
perfect life as the full payment for the sins of all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him as their Savior. On the third 
day, Jesus rose from the dead. He had really beaten sin and death! Because of Jesus, all who trust in Him as their Savior get 
to enjoy wonderful, special closeness with God as His special people, even now. And one day, they will go to live with Him 
forever.  We can be God’s people when we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus. Ask Him to help you! He loves to do this!
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Curriculum Resources

Appendix D:

Just for Fun 

Activities

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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The following are activities that you can incorporate into your free play time. While the activities, themselves, are 
just-for-fun, you can make them rich times of relationship building, and even use it as an opportunity to discuss 
what is being taught during Circle Time. Don’t over do it, but you can use the Deep Down Detectives Discussion 
Sheet for question ideas. 

Directions
Teacher cuts out or draws a basic shape or shapes related to concept or story on cardstock or construction paper 
for children to stick stickers on or glue fabric or paper scraps (tissue, gift wrap paper, construction paper, etc), 
beans, popcorn, buttons, cotton balls, foam shapes etc. onto. Use glue sticks rather than craft glue for these crafts. 
Cut fabric/paper scraps fairly large—about 1” or so. 

Directions
Children will make designs on a plain piece of construction paper or one with a simple shape drawn on it, using 
tempera paint (with a little dish soap added to it to make clean up easier) and any number of objects. Objects 
suggested in this curriculum: marbles, duplos, sponge shapes, empty thread spools, blocks with rick-rack glue-
gunned to the bottom of them, cars and trucks, bubble wrap and cork.

Directions
These are made with hollow pasta shapes and hole-punched shapes related to the story/concept. Children can 
string these onto a piece of yarn or string and have you tie the ends together when they are done.

Directions
Children will use crayons or washable markers to draw on construction paper. If desired, the teacher can draw a 
picture or shapes related to the story on the paper for children to scribble on.

Directions
A simple picture related to the story or concept is printed out onto cardstock and cut into a puzzle 
of 4 to 10 pieces. This can be done by enlarging one or a number of the people/objects from the story, in a Word, 
Power-point or other program to the desired size, then printing out onto cardstock. Children can “color” in the 
picture, then you can cut it out for them into as many pieces as is fitting for the child.

Just-For-Fun Activities

Gluing and Sticking
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts

Print-Making
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts

Necklaces
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts

Coloring (Really Scribbling)
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts

Puzzles
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts
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Directions
Provide purchased or homemade play dough (recipe provided) along with various “tools” such as plastic knives 
(without teeth), small jar lids, keys, garlic presses, little rolling pins, plastic cookie cutters, etc. 

Homemade Play Dough Recipe
2 cups flour
1 cup salt
4 tsp cream of tartar
2 tbsp oil
2 cups water

Combine the flour, salt and cream of tartar. Mix well. In a large pot, combine the oil and the water. Add food 
coloring, if desired. Add flour mixture to the pot, stirring as you add. Heat mixture over medium heat, stirring 
constantly. Continue to stir until mixture forms ball and pulls away from the sides of the pot. Remove ball and 
knead on plain surface (not floured) until the texture becomes like play-dough. Store dough in an airtight plastic 
container. Keeps about 3 months. Makes about 5 cups. Allow at least a ½ cup per child.

Directions
Use a glue gun to glue full 8 ½” by 11” sheets of sandpaper to foam board or sturdy cardboard cut the same size. 
Give the children yarn pieces of various lengths, 4” to 12” long. Let them stick the yarn onto the sandpaper and 
make designs and pictures with them.

Supplies
3  4’ ribbons per child
1 plastic shower curtain ring per child
CD player
CD of music

Preparing the Activity
1. Tie three 4’ ribbons to a plastic shower curtain ring. 

Directions
1. Give them to the children to run around with. Have music for them to dance to as they twirl their ribbons. If 
desired, you could have them sing the Big Question/Bible verse song.

Craft Dough
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts

Sandpaper Shapes and Patterns
Just for Fun Arts and Crafts

Dance Ribbons
Just for Fun Games
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Supplies
Common objects such as keys, cookie cutters, spoons, unsharpened pencils, etc.
Cardstock
Permanent marker
Shoe box

Preparing the Activity
1. Trace around common objects such as keys, cookie cutters, spoons, unsharpened pencils, etc., each on a 
separate piece of cardstock. 
2. Put these and the objects in a shoe box.

Directions
Have the children take out the cardstock outlines and the shapes and match them up. 

Supplies
Shoe box
Different shape blocks
Duct tape

Preparing the Game
1. Cut the outline of different blocks from a child’s building block set in the top of a sturdy shoe box. 
2. Use duct tape to tape down one long side, making a hinge for the lid. 

Directions
1. Have the children put the right shape block into the box through the hole of the same shape.

Supplies
Have the children match the block shapes and insert them into the shoe box.

Materials
4-6’ length of PVC pipe with a 2”-3” diameter opening, found very inexpensively at home improvement 
stores
Various sizes of balls that will fit through the diameter of the PVC pipe

Playing the Game
1. Have the children take turns putting the ball down one end and watching it roll out the other.

Match the Shape with Objects
Just for Fun Games

Match the Shape with Blocks
Just for Fun Games

Ball ‘n’ Tube
Just for Fun Games
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Supplies
6 or so empty 2-liter soda bottles
A soft, foam ball
Optional: sand or beans, packing/duct tape

Preparing the Game
If desired, put sand or beans in all/some of the bottles. Seal with tape.

Directions
Line up empty 2 liter soda bottles and have the children try to knock them down by rolling a ball into 
them. 

Supplies
Various single colored objects, such as pom-poms, foam shapes, beads, etc. (Be careful to choose objects 
of a non-swallowable size)
1 Large container that fits all the objects in it at once
Smaller containers, one per color
Construction paper or markers

Preparing the Activity
1. Put all the objects in the large container. Mix up. 
2. Put a piece of construction paper/paper colored with marker on the outside of each of the small 
containers that matches the color object to go in it. 

Directions
Have the children separate out all the colored items into their proper container.

Supplies
Various scraps of gift wrap paper or other colorful paper
Glue stick
Cardstock or cereal box
Shoe Box

Preparing the Activity
1. Cut out envelope-sized pieces of gift wrap paper (or scrap booking paper) and glue them onto 
cardstock of the same size. 
2. Have a shoe box with a letter slit cut in the top for each of the different paper types. 
3. Glue a piece of the designated gift wrap paper for each particular box on top of the box. 

Directions
Have the children sort through the “mail” and put them in their right mail slot.

Bowling
Just for Fun Games

Color Sort
Just for Fun Games

Pattern Post Office
Just for Fun Games
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Dress-up Clothes
Hats and Crowns
Simple Wooden Puzzles
Duplos
Blocks and Cardboard bricks
Peg Sets*
Magnet Sets (especially “Tall Stacks”)*
(Large) Beads and Threading Laces
Small plastic people, animals, and vehicles* 
Lacing cards
Housekeeping sets
Doctor’s and nurse’s sets
Tool sets
Simple Matching games
Dolls
Train sets
Sand or Rice Center with containers
Magnifying glasses and objects* 
Shape and Color Sorters
Ring Stackers
Pull toys
Hammer and Peg sets
Tap a Tune pianos
Balls, everything from nerf balls to beach balls*

The Wiggle & Giggle Busy Book: 365 Fun, Physical Activities for Your Toddler and Preschooler,
Trish Kuffner and Megan McGinnis 
The Toddler’s Busy Book, Trish Kuffner
Arts and Crafts Busy Book
The First Three Years of Life, Burton L. White
Creative Resources for Infants and Toddlers, Judy Herr and Terri Swim

christianbook.com
amazon.com
toysrus.com
growingtreetoys.com
orientaltrading.com

More Ideas for Activity Centers

Great Idea Books
for homemade activity centers

Websites
Just for Fun Games for ordering activity centers activities and materials
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Appendix E:

Curriculum Resources

to Make or Buy

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
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288288

Appendix E: Resources to Make or Buy

What You Want
The Big Question Briefcase is a briefcase or other container with these characteristics:
•	 Ideally, this should be around 17” x 12”, but needs to be at least big enough to fit a 8 ½” x 11” sheets of paper 

inside it.
•	 Have various pockets to put these sheets in
•	 Is attractive or curious looking to preschoolers
•	 Not necessary, but extremely fun, if is has a combination lock 

Finding a Briefcase:
You can certainly buy one new, but you always may find a used one at a thrift shop. Or, someone may have one 
they want to donate. We use one that stores valuables in it and is the 17” x12” size. Very durable and has the lock 
feature that the kids love.

You also can move away from the briefcase idea and use a little trunk or other box for your substitute briefcase. 
Just change the name to the Big Question Box, if you use a box instead.  A boot box or the cardboard box that 10 
reams of copy paper comes in is a great size, if you are using a box.

If you use a box, but want a lock-like feature, that’s easy to do. Simply cut “straps” out of felt or vinyl and glue in 
place to the top and bottom sides of the box on one side, with the top strap overlapping the bottom straps. Add 
velcro to the top and bottom pieces so that they meet and fasten. Make back “hinges” for the box with the felt/
vinyl straps, too. Or, you can simply add a belt around the box that has to be unfastened before the box can be 
opened. 

Here are some suggestions for decorating a box or even the outside of your briefcase to make it appealing.

Supplies
Your box/briefcase
Plain white contact paper or white cardstock
Colorful wrapping paper
Glitter glue
Markers
Sequins, fake jewels, buttons, rick rack, etc.
Other decorating supplies
Stickers
Glue
Clear packing tape
 
Directions
1. If you are using a box that has wording on it, you will first need to make plain surfaces for decorating and a 
hinge for the lid. Stick the white contact paper or white cardstock to each side of the box. On the other hand, you 
can also use colorful wrapping paper. Then, make a lid by sticking the clear packing tape along one long side of 
the box, attaching the lid to the box. 

2. Use the craft decorating supplies to decorate the box. If desired, you can put a big question mark on top of 
the box, but remember that you are working with two and three year olds: the question mark symbol is not very 
meaningful to them yet. 

Big Question Box/Briefcase
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Making a Flannelgraph Storyboard

While you may decide to use sticky tac and stick your storyboard pictures to a white board, it is very easy to make 
a flannelgraph board. The advantage to the flannelgraph board is that the pictures stick very easily and there is 
no messing with the sticky-tac. 

Supplies
Large Format Pictures Board: AT LEAST a 36” x 48” foamboard or corkboard (We actually use a far bigger canvas 
and attach it to the wall) A science project board with the two sides that fold out makes a good 36” x 48” board.
OR, Small Format Pictures Board: AT LEAST a 24” x 36” (to 36” x 48)” board
Large piece of neutral-colored felt to cover your board with extra to overlap over to the back, if desired.
Glue gun and glue sticks

Directions
1. Center felt on front side of board. Turn over. Secure in place with glue.

Whether you purchase the Deep Down Detectives storyboard pictures from Amazon or print them off the website 
(included in the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book), you will want to find some way to make them more 
durable. They are used not only as a part of telling the story, but are integral in the story review games. Here’s how 
we make ours durable enough to be used over and over again. See note below for other simpler options for 
using these pictures.

Supplies
Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book (purchased or downloaded)
White cardstock or printer paper (if downloading pictures)
Sticky-back velcro, circles or cut pieces; or sticky tac putty
Laminator or Self-laminating sheets
Sturdy Sheet Protectors, preferably the “Secure Top” kind, like offered by Avery
Flannelgraph pictures for the Bible stories found at www.praisefactory.org with each unit’s resources.

Directions
1. Purchase from Amazon or download and print out the storyboard figures.

2. Cut out flannelgraph figures. 

3. Laminate the figures. 

Special tip: When laminating the big background pictures that are two (and sometimes even three or four) pieces 
put together, leave a small gap between the two pieces before laminating together. This small space acts like a 
hinge and allows you to fold up pictures without hurting them into a manilla envelope that fits 8.5” x 11” sheets of 
paper along with all of the smaller, regular-sized storyboard pictures.

4. If using a flannelgraph board: Stick a piece of sticky backed velcro (ROUGH SIDE) onto the back of each figure.
If using sticky tack and whiteboard: simply stick a small amount of sticky tack on the back of a picture when using 
it. Remove and store sticky tack in airtight container.

Note: Instead of using all of the pictures as separate flannelgraph pieces, you can choose to use only a few (helpful 
to have 10 for the story review game); you can clump them onto posterboard and make them into picture scenes; 
or, you can simply use the Storyboard Picture Guide as a single picture. At praisefactory.org, go to DDD Bits and 
Pieces for a 22” x 28” poster size jpg of this picture guide if you want to create a large version.

for use in story-telling and in playing the story review games

Making Durable Storyboard Pictures or Story Scenes
for use in story-telling and in playing the story review games
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The Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder

28” side

22” side

2”2”

This is a homemade folder that looks (kinda) like the cover of a Bible. You will use this to put the Bible verse, the 
Bible Story and storyboard pictures to help make the point that the truths you are teaching them come from the 
Bible. 

Supplies
1 piece of 22” x 28” posterboard (white is fine. Green or brown is nice)
Glue
Stapler and staples or packing tape
The Bible Cover pictures (see online with resources for this unit or from the back of each Deep Down Detectives 
Visual Aids book.)

NOTE: The Bible Cover pictures included in the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids books cannot be created larger 
than 8.5” x 11”. That means that they will be under-sized for a Bible Folder of the dimensions you are making. 
However, you can go online to the Deep Down Detectives curriculum and there is a pdf of a bigger version of 
these covers that will actually fit the size of this Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder. 

Directions
1. Lay out poster board with long side along the bottom.

2. Fold in 2” on each side.

3. Take packing tape and tape the folded in 2” flaps to the main section of the posterboard, all the way down.

3. Fold up 8 1/2” on the bottom of the poster board.

4. Use packing tape to tape this flap in place, all the way down. 

5. Take scissors and snip through the tape where the flap is attached to the folder. This will give you a bit more 
room in the folder.

6. Fold the poster board in the middle to make the center fold. 

7. Cut out the Bible Cover Pictures. If possible, laminate these. They will last longer.

8.. Glue the two cover pieces to the outside of the folder.

8 1/2”
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