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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 8, 

Bible Truth 4

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 8: The God Who Loves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is God’s Love for His People Like? 
                                                                    It’s More than They Could Ever Deserve!

Unit Bible Verse: “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  -- 1 Chronicles 16:34 

Bible Truth 4 Concept: God Will Never Stop Loving His People

Our love for others changes. Sometimes we love others a lot. Sometimes we don’t love them very much. 

But God’s love for His people is not like that. God’s love for His people never changes. God loved His people 
before they loved Him or even knew Him. He paid for their sins through Jesus’ perfect life, when He suffered 
and died on the cross. He adopts them as His people, when they turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as 
their Savior. Nothing will ever stop God from loving His people! They are bound in love to Him through Jesus, 
and that is a love that will never, ever end! We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and 
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Hosea 2:19

“I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion.”

Learn a Little: “I will betroth you to me forever... in love.” 

Meaning

To be betrothed to someone is to make a special promise to love them always. Men and women in Bible times 
used to make special betrothal promises to each other before they got married. 

In the Bible, God tells us that He betroths Himself to His people. That means He promises to always love them. He 
will always be faithful to them. He will always love and care for them. He will always be righteous and just in how 
He treats them--that means He will always love His people by doing the right thing. He will never do anything evil 
or treat them badly.  He will always show them mercy and treat them with tenderness and kindness. 

The Bible also tells us that at the end of time, all of God’s people will live with God forever. Jesus will be like the 
bridegroom who greets his bride on his wedding day with great joy and begins his life with the one he loves. 
There will never be anything better than this life with God!

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being so full of love for Your people. You love them with a love that will never, ever 
end.

God, You offer us a love that will never end, but many times, we choose to not love You. We choose to live life 
our own way, even if it means breaking Your good laws. Please forgive us! We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You that all who put their trust in You can rest in 
Your love forever.  

God, work deep inside our hearts! Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us 
to love You and help us to know Your love. Make us Your people who enjoy Your love forever. In Jesus’ name, 
we pray, Amen.   

Bible Truth 4 Story
The Case of the One Who Would Not Stop  
1 & 2 Samuel, Psalms 16, 23

A

C

T

S

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                     
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 4 

Big Q & A 8 Song 
Big Question 8 Song: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
Big Question 8 Bible Verse Song: Forever and Ever   1 Chronicles 16:34
Big Question 8 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 refrain
Big Question 8 Praise Song: God Is So Good
Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: I Will Betroth You to Me    Hosea 2:19, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: For He Chose Us  Ephesians 1:4-5, NIV 1984

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 8, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                                              p.2
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 8: 

        W
hat Is G

od’s Love for H
is People Like?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       It’s M

ore than They Could Ever D
eserve!

M
eaning:

G
od has a special people H

e loves. They com
e from

 all over the w
orld. 

They’ve lived in every tim
e --from

 long ago, all the w
ay up to today. 

A
nd there are m

illions and m
illions of them

! 

There is nothing better than being one of G
od’s special people! G

od 
has adopted them

 as H
is children. H

e prom
ises to love and care for 

them
 alw

ays. H
e gives them

 special closeness w
ith H

im
 in their heart; 

and one day w
hen they die, they w

ill go to live w
ith H

im
 forever. 

G
od’s people know

 H
is love for them

 is m
ore than they could ever 

deserve. They know
 G

od didn’t m
ake them

 H
is special people because 

they w
ere so good. They are sinners w

ho have disobeyed H
is good 

law
s, just like everyone else. G

od just loves them
 just because H

e loves 
them

. 

G
od’s love for H

is people is the biggest love there w
ill ever be. It’s so 

big that G
od sent H

is Son, Jesus, to suffer and die on the cross to pay 
for their sins. That w

as the only w
ay they could becom

e H
is people. 

You and I can becom
e G

od’s people w
hen w

e turn aw
ay from

 our sins 
and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 8 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 8, track 12

(Adapted version of “Baa. Baa. Black Sheep”)

W
hat is G

od’s love for H
is people like?

M
ore than they could ever deserve!

W
hat is G

od’s love for H
is people like?

W
hat is G

od’s love for H
is people like?

W
hat is G

od’s love for H
is people like?

M
ore than they could ever deserve!

D
D

D
 8  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 8 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It’s M

ore than They Could Ever D
eserve” is a good beginning, 

but there’s so m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n 

even deeper for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about 

G
od. W

e’re going to be learning FO
U

R Bible truths that all 
tell us m

ore about G
od’s love for H

is people.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our four Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the four truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned three truths about G
od’s love for H

is 
people. They are: “G

od G
ave H

is Son, Jesus, to Save Them
”, 

“G
od A

lw
ays Takes Care of Them

”; and, “G
od U

ses Their 
Sadnesses for G

ood.” (point to pictures as you identify each 
Bible Truth). N

ow
 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and 

see if w
e can figure out w

hich of these four truths w
e w

ill be 
learning about today. W

ho w
ould like to get it out of the Big 

Q
uestion Briefcase for m

e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 8, Bible Truth 4--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hat Is G

od’s Love for H
is People Like? 

It’s M
ore than They Could Ever D

eserve...
G

od W
ill N

ever ????  Loving H
is People!

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat is the opposite of “go”? It starts w

ith 
the letter “S” and it rhym

es w
ith “hop.”

Can you guess? It’s “stop.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hat Is G

od’s Love for H
is People Like? 

It’s M
ore than They Could Ever D

eserve...
G

od W
ill N

ever STO
P Loving H

is People!

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

O
ur love for others changes. Som

etim
es w

e love others a 
lot. Som

etim
es w

e don’t love them
 very m

uch. 

But G
od’s love for H

is people is not like that. G
od’s love for 

H
is people never changes. G

od loved H
is people before they 

loved H
im

 or even knew
 H

im
. H

e paid for their sins through 
Jesus’ perfect life, w

hen H
e suffered and died on the cross. 

H
e adopts them

 as H
is people, w

hen they turn aw
ay from

 
their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. N

othing w
ill ever 

stop G
od from

 loving H
is people! They are bound in love to 

H
im

 through Jesus, and that is a love that w
ill never, ever 

end! W
e can becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 

our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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D
D

D
 8.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

H
osea 2:19 tells us: 

H
osea 2:19

“I w
ill betroth you to m

e forever; I w
ill betroth you in righteousness 

and justice, in love and com
passion.” 

Learn a Little:  “I w
ill betroth you to m

e forever... in love.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
To be betrothed to som

eone is to m
ake a special prom

ise to love them
 

alw
ays. M

en and w
om

en in Bible tim
es used to m

ake special betrothal 
prom

ises to each other before they got m
arried. 

In the Bible, G
od tells us that H

e betroths H
im

self to H
is people. That 

m
eans H

e prom
ises to alw

ays love them
. H

e w
ill alw

ays be faithful 
to them

. H
e w

ill alw
ays love and care for them

. H
e w

ill alw
ays be 

righteous and just in how
 H

e treats them
--that m

eans H
e w

ill alw
ays 

love H
is people by doing the right thing. H

e w
ill never do anything 

evil or treat them
 badly.  H

e w
ill alw

ays show
 them

 m
ercy and treat 

them
 w

ith tenderness and kindness. 

The Bible also tells us that at the end of tim
e, all of G

od’s people w
ill 

live w
ith G

od forever. Jesus w
ill be like the bridegroom

 w
ho greets his 

bride on his w
edding day w

ith great joy and begins his life w
ith the 

one he loves. There w
ill never be anything better than this life w

ith 
G

od!

W
e can becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and 

trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

I W
ill Betroth You to M

e:
Hosea 2:19

D
D

D
 N

IV Songs 8, track 24

I w
ill betroth you to m

e forever, 
I w

ill betroth you to m
e forever, 

In righteousness and justice, 
In love and com

passion.
I w

ill betroth you to m
e forever, 

H
osea Tw

o, nineteen.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s see w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. 

W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”
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1. Our story today is about one of the m
ost fam

ous people in the 
w

hole Bible. Let m
e tell you som

e of the good things he is fam
ous 

for. M
aybe you can guess his nam

e.
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2. W
hen this m

an w
as just a boy, he took care of his father’s sheep. 

He m
ade up m

any beautiful songs about God. He sang them
 and 

played them
 on his harp as he w

atched the sheep. 

This boy w
as a very good and very brave shepherd. He fought 

off lions and bears w
ith his sling, and som

etim
es, even w

ith his 
bare hands!
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3. A
 few

 years later, this young m
an faced a giant soldier nam

ed 
Goliath. 

Goliath w
as threatening the arm

ies of Israel and shouting out terrible 
things about the LORD. A

ll the soldiers of Israel w
ere too scared to 

fight Goliath, but not this young m
an. W

ith his sling and one, sm
ooth 

stone, the LORD helped him
 fight Goliath and w

in! 

King Saul saw
 how

 brave he w
as and m

ade him
 one of his m

ost 
im

portant soldiers.
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4. This young m
an grew

 up to be a great king, him
self. He took good 

care of the people of Israel for m
any years. He captured the 

beautiful city of Jerusalem
 and built a fine palace there. 

How
 God blessed the people of Israel through this m

an! 
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5. But even though life w
as so good, this m

an never forgot the LORD. 
He kept w

riting songs to the LORD. He sang them
 and he shared 

them
 w

ith other people to sing, too. 

Som
etim

es thousands of people w
ould sing his songs as they 

gathered together to w
orship the LORD. M

any of his songs are 
w

ritten dow
n in the Bible, God’s W

ord, and w
e still enjoy reading 

them
 and singing them

 today. (They are called the Psalm
s.)
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6. Can you guess the nam
e of this very fam

ous Bible m
an? I bet you 

can! 

His nam
e w

as David! A
nd yes, he w

as a m
an w

ho did m
any good 

things, even great things.
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7. But did you know
 that David w

as also a m
an w

ho suffered som
e 

very sad things, too? 

David had m
any enem

ies w
ho tried to kill him

, including King Saul, 
the very king David had once served so faithfully. Saul w

as jealous 
of David and w

anted him
 dead. He and his soldiers chased David 

for years, try
ing to kill him

, even though David never did anything 
w

rong to him
.
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8. A
nd, don’t think David never did anything bad, because he did. He 

w
as a sinner just like the rest of us. 

W
hen David becam

e king, he saw
 a beautiful w

om
an nam

ed 
Bathsheba and he took her to be his. But Bathsheba w

as already 
the w

ife of Uriah, one of David’s bravest, m
ost faithful soldiers. 

David m
ade a tricky plan to get rid of Uriah, so he could hide w

hat 
he had done. David had Uriah killed in a fierce battle, so it w

ould 
look like it w

as an accident. Then, David took Bathsheba to be his 
ow

n w
ife. W

hat terribly bad things David did!
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9. One of David’s greatest sadnesses cam
e from

 his son, A
bsalom

. 

A
bsalom

 turned against David. He m
ade a tricky plan to get rid of 

David, so he could be king in David’s place. A
bsalom

 turned m
any 

of the people against David, too. David had to run aw
ay from

 his 
palace in Jerusalem

 and hide. 

M
any people w

ept as David left Jerusalem
, but others, like Shim

ei 
called David bad nam

es and even threw
 rocks at him

.
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10. David and his friends cam
ped out in the dry, lonely w

ilderness, 
so A

bsalom
’s m

en w
ouldn’t find him

. David did go back to be king in 
Jerusalem

 again, but only after A
bsalom

 had been killed. How
 sad 

David w
as! How

 David loved A
bsalom

 and m
issed him

, even though 
he had treated David so terribly! 

So, yes, David W
A

S a m
an w

ho did m
any good, even great things. But 

David w
as also a m

an w
ho did som

e very bad things, and suffered 
som

e very sad things.
    



199



200

11. But there is som
ething else you need to know

 about David. 
Som

ething that w
as m

ore im
portant than all these other things. It 

w
as the W

HY behind all those great, good things that David did. A
nd, 

it w
as HOW

 David m
ade it through all those bad and sad things. 

The W
HY and HOW

 behind them
 all w

as Som
eone w

ho loved David. 
W

HO do you think it w
as?
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12. It w
as the LORD! The LORD loved David so m

uch!
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13. It w
as God’s great love for David that gave David the courage 

to fight off lions and bears. It w
as God’s great love for David that 

gave him
 thea courage to face the fierce giant, Goliath. A

nd, it w
as 

God’s great love that helped David to care for the people of Israel 
as their king. No w

onder David w
anted to sing all those beautiful 

songs to the LORD! 

Yes, the LORD’s great love for David w
as behind all the great and 

good things that David did.
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14. But, w
hat happened to God’s great love for David w

hen David 
did those bad things and w

ent through all those sad things? Did it 
go aw

ay? 

No, it did not. God’s love for David never stopped. He kept on loving 
David and kept on helping him

, even then. In His great love for David, 
the LORD sent the prophet Nathan to help David see his sins, turn 
aw

ay from
 them

, and ask for forgiveness. Do you think the LORD 
forgave David? 

Yes, He did!
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15. It w
as God’s great love that com

forted David w
hen King Saul tried 

to kill him
. God provided David w

ith everything he needed, all those 
years w

hen he had to hide from
 Saul and his soldiers. 

A
nd, it w

as God’s love for David that later protected him
 from

 
A

bsalom
 and the others w

ho w
anted to kill him

. 
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16. Yes, God’s love for David w
as W

HY David did A
LL the great, good 

things he did. A
nd, it w

as HOW
 David m

ade it through A
LL the bad 

and sad things. 

But God’s great love for David did som
ething else, too. God’s love 

filled David’s heart w
ith great love for... Can you guess w

ho? For 
God! No w

onder David sang so m
any songs to the LORD!
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17. W
hen LORD protected David from

 Saul and his soldiers, David sang: 
“I love you, O LORD. You are m

y strength. You w
ill deliver m

e and save 
m

e from
 m

y enem
ies. I praise Your nam

e!” (from
 Psalm

 18:1-3) 

A
nd, w

hen the LORD used Nathan to show
 David his sin, David sang: 

“Have m
ercy on m

e, O God, according to your steadfast love, take 
aw

ay m
y sins... Deliver m

e, m
y God, m

y Savior, and I w
ill sing aloud 

of your perfect goodness. I w
ill praise you!” (from

 Psalm
 51:1-2,14)
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18. A
nd even w

hen A
bsalom

 tried to kill him
, David sang to God, out 

in the w
ilderness: “O LORD, how

 m
any are m

y enem
ies! M

any are 
say

ing You w
ill not save m

e. But you, O LORD, are a shield about 
m

e. You hear m
y prayers and You w

ill take care of m
e. I w

ill not 
be afraid of m

any thousands of people w
ho have set them

selves 
against m

e all around m
e. You w

ill rescue m
e from

 m
y enem

ies. You 
w

ill save m
e!” (from

 Psalm
 3)
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19. Yes, the LORD filled David’s heart w
ith songs of love for Him

. So, 
every day of David’s life  --in the great and good tim

es, and even 
the bad and sad tim

es-- David praised the LORD for His great love 
for him

. It w
as a love that never stopped. 

A
nd, David looked forw

ard to the day w
hen God’s greatest prom

ise 
to him

 and all of God’s people w
ill com

e true. David sang about it, 
too. Do you know

 w
hat that greatest prom

ise is? 
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20. God’s greatest prom
ise is to bring His people hom

e to live w
ith 

Him
 forever. 

Then, at last, they w
ill enjoy God’s love for them

 in the closest, m
ost 

w
onderful w

ays. That’s w
hy David sang: “Surely the LORD w

ill show
 

m
e goodness and m

ercy all the days of m
y life, and I w

ill go to live 
w

ith Him
 forever.” (from

 Psalm
 23:6)
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21. For David knew
 the sam

e thing that w
e are learning today: God’s 

love for His people is m
ore than they could ever deserve. It goes 

on and on. God w
ill never stop loving His people. This w

as the m
ost 

w
onderful thing that David could think of. A

nd, it’s w
hat he, along 

w
ith all of God’s people w

ho have already died, is enjoy
ing right 

now
, and w

ill keep on enjoy
ing forever. 

W
e can enjoy God’s am

azing, unending love, too, if w
e turn aw

ay 
from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is how
 w

e becom
e 

God’s people. A
sk Him

 to help you! 
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