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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 7, 

Bible Truth 3

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 7: God, the Just and Merciful

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Are God’s Laws Like? God’s Laws Are Perfect!

Unit Bible Verse: “The law of the LORD is perfect.”    Psalm 19:7
 

Bible Truth 3 Concept: God’s Laws Are Perfect... They Tell Us How to Love God and Others!

The LORD is the one, true God. He deserves our love. He made us to love Him more than anything else. Loving 
God is the most delightful thing we can do. God gave us His laws so we can know how to love Him. When we 
obey His laws, we are living out our love for Him.

God made us not just to love Him, but also to love each other. He gave His laws so we can know how to love 
each other. He tells us to treat others in the same loving way we want others to treat us. When we obey God’s 
laws, we are living out God’s love for others. And, we are showing them a little bit of what God is like, that they 
might seek to know and love Him, too.

Obeying God’s laws is not just the right way to live. It is also the happiest way to live with God and with other 
people. God can help us obey His laws and live in love when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as 
our Savior. He gives us a new heart filled with His Holy Spirit and helps us to live in love as He wants us to.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Matthew 22:37-40

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.” 

Learn a Little: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind... Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Meaning

God has given us many laws in the Bible. It’s good to know them all. But Jesus tells us in these verses that the 
purpose behind all of God’s laws is to love God most of all, and to love others as we love ourselves. When we 
live out all His good laws, we are loving God and love others as He wants us to.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being the Giver of Your perfectly good laws that show us how to love You and others.

God, many times, we do not obey Your good laws. Many times, we do not love You or others as Your laws tell 
us to. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for giving us Your good laws that show us how to love You and others. Thank You for sending 
Your Holy Spirit to live in our hearts when we trust in Jesus as our Savior. He helps us to obey Your good and 
loving laws.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Send Your Holy 
Spirit to live inside our hearts and help us to love You and others as You want us to. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Do’s and Don’ts  
Matthew 5,6,22

A

C

T

S

Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                                                   
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Q & A 7 Song
Big Question 7 Song: What Are God’s Laws Like? 
Big Question 7 Bible Verse Song: The Law of the Lord Is Perfect   Psalm 19:7
Big Question 7 Hymn:  Holy Bible, Book Divine 
Big Question 7 Praise Song: The Best Book to Read Is the Bible                                                                    
Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Love the Lord    Matthew 22:37-40, NIV 1984               

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page             

Big Question 7, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                               p.2
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Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 7 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 7, track 12

(adapted version of “The Farm
er in the D

ell”)

W
hat are G

od’s law
s like?

W
hat are G

od’s law
s like?

W
hat are G

od’s law
s like?

G
od’s law

s are perfect!

D
D

D
 7 Big Q

uestion Picture--Back

The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 7: 

       W
hat A

re G
od’s Law

s Like?
        and the A

nsw
er is: 

      G
od’s Law

s A
re Perfect!

M
eaning:

A
 law

 is a big rule m
ade by som

eone in charge. G
od is our 

M
aker. H

e is in charge of everyone in the w
hole w

orld. H
e 

has given us H
is law

s to live by. 

G
od is good and loving, w

ise and fair. H
e is perfect! G

od’s 
law

s are just like H
im

. They are good and loving, w
ise and 

fair, too. They are perfect! 

G
od’s law

s show
 us the very best w

ay to live. They show
 us 

how
 to love G

od and love others. They are exactly w
hat w

e 
need.
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D
D

D
 7 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“G

od’s law
s are perfect is a good beginning, but there’s so 

m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper for 

m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re going 

to be learning TH
REE Bible truths that all tell us m

ore about 
G

od’s perfect law
s.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our three Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the three truths they w

ill be learning. 
After everyone has had a good look, say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned tw
o truths about G

od’s law
s. They are: 

“They W
ere W

ritten in the Bible, G
od’s W

ord” and, “They 
Show

 U
s that W

e N
eed G

od to Save U
s” (point to pictures 

as you identify each Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s look at our Bible 
Truth Clue sign and see if w

e can figure out w
hich of these 

three truths w
e w

ill be learning about today. W
ho w

ould like 
to get it out of the Big Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.



177

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

#3Vi
su

al
 

Ai
d

D
D

D
 7

 B
ib

le
 T

ru
th

 3
--

Fr
on

t



178

D
D

D
 7, Bible Truth 3--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hat A

re G
od’s Law

s Like? 
  G

od’s Law
s A

re Perfect!
  They Tell U

s H
ow

 to ???? G
od and O

thers!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “H
ow

 does G
od w

ant us to feel and act 
tow

ards H
im

 and others? It starts w
ith a “l” and it rhym

es 
w

ith “dove.”

Can you guess? It’s “love.” 

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hat A

re G
od’s Law

s Like? 
G

od’s Law
s A

re Perfect!
They Tell U

s H
ow

 to LO
V

E G
od and O

thers!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

The LO
RD

 is the one, true G
od. H

e deserves our love. H
e 

m
ade us to love H

im
 m

ore than anything else. Loving G
od 

is the m
ost delightful thing w

e can do. G
od gave us H

is law
s 

so w
e can know

 how
 to love H

im
. W

hen w
e obey H

is law
s, 

w
e are living out our love for H

im
.

G
od m

ade us not just to love H
im

, but also to love each 
other. H

e gave H
is law

s so w
e can know

 how
 to love each 

other. H
e tells us to treat others in the sam

e loving w
ay w

e 
w

ant others to treat us. W
hen w

e obey G
od’s law

s, w
e are 

living out G
od’s love for others. A

nd, w
e are show

ing them
 

a little bit of w
hat G

od is like, that they m
ight seek to know

 
and love H

im
, too.

O
beying G

od’s law
s is not just the right w

ay to live. It is also 
the happiest w

ay to live w
ith G

od and w
ith other people. 

G
od can help us obey H

is law
s and live in love w

hen w
e turn 

aw
ay from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. H
e gives 

us a new
 heart filled w

ith H
is H

oly Spirit and helps us to live 
in love as H

e w
ants us to.



179

D
D

D
 7

.3
  B

ib
le

 V
er

se
 P

ic
tu

re
--

fr
on

t

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

Pl
ac

e 
ve

rs
e 

in

D
D

D
“B

ib
le

”
#4Vi

su
al

 
Ai

d



180

Love the Lord:
M

atthew
 22:37-40

D
D

D
 N

IV Songs 7, track 23

Love the Lord your G
od w

ith all your heart,
Love the Lord your G

od w
ith all your soul,

Love the Lord your G
od w

ith all your m
ind,

This is the first and greatest com
m

and.

A
nd the second is like it...

Love your neighbor as yourself,
Love your neighbor as yourself,
Love your neighbor as yourself,
A

ll the law
 and prophets, 

H
ang on these tw

o com
m

andm
ents.

M
atthew

 Tw
enty-tw

o, 
Thirty-seven through forty.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat D
etective D

an 
w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to get it out for m

e?”

D
D

D
 7.3 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

M
atthew

 22:37-40 tells us: 

M
atthew

 22:37-40
“Love the Lord your G

od w
ith all your heart and w

ith all your soul 
and w

ith all your m
ind.’ This is the first and greatest com

m
andm

ent. 
A

nd the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ A
ll the 

Law
 and the Prophets hang on these tw

o com
m

andm
ents.”

Learn a Little: “Love the Lord your G
od w

ith all your heart, soul 
and m

ind... Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

W
hat does that m

ean? 
G

od has given us m
any law

s in the Bible. It’s good to know
 them

 
all. But Jesus tells us in these verses that the purpose behind all of 
G

od’s law
s is to love G

od m
ost of all, and to love others as w

e love 
ourselves. W

hen w
e live out all H

is good law
s, w

e are loving G
od and 

love others as H
e w

ants us to.

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!”
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1. Rules! Rules! Rules! So m
any rules for God’s people to keep! “Do this! 

Don’t do that!” the teachers in Jesus’ day (the Pharisees) taught the 
people. 

Of course, there w
ere the Ten, Big Law

s (the Ten Com
m

andm
ents) 

that God had given them
 through M

oses. But there w
ere so m

any 
m

ore rules than that. 

Can you guess how
 m

any law
s the Pharisees counted in God’s W

ord 
for everyone to obey? Tw

enty? Fifty? Surely, not a hundred!
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2. It w
as m

ore than any of those guesses! It w
as 613! There w

ere 248 
“DO” law

s and 365 “DON’T” law
s. 
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3. But soon, those 613 law
s turned into even m

ore, as the teachers 
cam

e up w
ith extra w

ays they w
anted God’s people to live them

 
out. 

They cam
e up w

ith extra “DO’s” like: “DO say a special prayer as you 
w

ash your hands w
hen you w

ake up in the m
orning, or you w

on’t 
please God.” A

nd extra DON’T’s” like: “DON’T use the sam
e spoon to 

stir m
ilk and cook m

eat, or you w
on’t please God.” 

W
hat a lot of extra rules! Oh, how

 they w
eighed dow

n the people! 
W

ho could keep all these rules!



123



124

4. But then, Jesus cam
e. He w

asn’t like any of the other teachers. 
He healed sick people w

ithout using any m
edicine! He brought dead 

people back to life again! He even forgave people’s sins! Jesus sim
ply 

spoke and God’s pow
er did these w

onderful things through Him
. 
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5. Jesus did other am
azing things, too. 

One tim
e, Jesus said, “Be still,” to the strong w

inds and the big w
aves 

of a huge storm
. Right aw

ay, the storm
 stopped. A

nother tim
e, Jesus 

fed a huge, hungry crow
d of people w

ith just tw
o fish and five 

loaves of bread. W
ow

! 
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6. The new
s about Jesus spread quickly. Soon, m

any people w
ere 

com
ing to Jesus. 

They cam
e to have Him

 heal their sick fam
ily and friends. They 

cam
e to see Him

 do am
azing things. A

nd, they cam
e to hear w

hat 
He had to say about God and His law

s. 

W
ould Jesus be like all the other teachers? W

ould He tell them
 to keep 

all those Do’s and Don’ts? W
ould He give them

 lots of extra rules like 
the Pharisees did? 

Jesus answ
ered all of their questions. 
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7. One day, Jesus and a huge crow
d of people clim

bed up, up, up a 
grassy m

ountain above the Sea of Galilee. W
hen they reached the 

top, Jesus sat dow
n and began to teach them

 about God’s law
s. 

“God’s law
s are very im

portant,” Jesus told the people. “God’s law
s 

w
ill last until the end of tim

e. I have not com
e to get rid of even one 

of God’s good law
s,” He said. 
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8. “Your teachers, the Pharisees, try to please God by adding lots 
of extra, little rules to God’s good law

s. They think all this rule-
keeping w

ill m
ake them

 right w
ith God, but it’s not enough. You need 

som
ething m

ore than all their extra, little rules to please God. You 
w

ill need a better righteousness than theirs, if you w
ant to be God’s 

people,” Jesus told them
.
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9. Oh, no! This didn’t sound good at all! The Pharisees w
orked so 

hard to keep all 613 law
s in the Bible! A

nd, they m
ade up all those 

hundreds of extra, little rules, to try to please God, too. 

How
 could A

NYONE be better than the Pharisees? W
as Jesus going 

to give them
 even M

ORE rules to live by? It sure sounded that w
ay.
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10. No, Jesus w
as not. “Your teachers are w

rong about their extra, 
little rules. They just w

eigh dow
n people. They don’t help anyone live 

as God w
ants them

 to live,” Jesus said. 

“I have com
e to fulfill God’s law

. I w
ill teach you how

 to really live out 
God’s law

s to please Him
,” He told the crow

ds. “The “Do’s” and “Don’ts” 
in God’s W

ord are all about how
 w

e show
 love to God and others. 

These law
s start in the heart w

ith love, and they tell us how
 God 

w
ants us to live out that love w

ith our w
hole lives,” Jesus explained.
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11. “Som
e people LOOK like they obey God’s law

s, but really, they are 
still breaking them

,” Jesus told the people. “They do the right thing 
on the outside, but in their hearts, they are angry or jealous or 
hateful.” 

“God doesn’t just look on the outside. He sees inside every heart. He 
know

s the sin that is hiding there. He know
s w

hen you are angry 
or jealous or hateful. W

hat goes on inside your heart breaks God’s 
law

s, too,” Jesus explained.
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12. The people listened to Jesus and w
ere am

azed! Jesus w
asn’t at 

all like the other teachers they had heard before. He didn’t just give 
them

 lots of extra, little rules. He helped them
 see that God’s law

s 
show

 them
 how

 to truly love God and others. 
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13. A
s Jesus later said: “Love the LORD w

ith all your heart, your m
ind, 

and your strength. Love others -—even your enem
ies—- as m

uch as 
you love yourself. Do to them

 only w
hat you w

ant them
 to do to you. 

If you do love the LORD and love others like this, you w
ill be obey

ing all 
of God’s law

s, because that’s w
hat God’s law

s are really all about.” 

How
 about that! A

ll of those 10 Com
m

andm
ents, and even all of 

those 613 law
s, really added up to only tw

o: love the LORD and love 
others. A

m
azing!
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14. I w
onder w

hat people w
ere thinking as clim

bed dow
n the m

ountain 
at the end of the day. Jesus had given them

 less rules to follow
, 

but they w
ere m

uch harder than all those 613 “Do’s” and “Don’ts” in 
God’s W

ord, and all those extra, little rules of the Pharisees. 
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15. A
nyone could rem

em
ber to w

ash their hands w
hen they w

oke 
up in the m

orning, or to use a different spoon w
hen they stirred 

the m
ilk and cooked the m

eat. 

But loving God and others from
 the heart… that w

as so hard! How
 

could they ever keep their hearts from
 being angry or jealous or 

hateful tow
ards others? How

 could they really love God m
ost of 

all? Could they ever really obey God’s law
s? Could they ever please 

God and love God’s people, if this w
as how

 they m
ust live? There 

seem
ed to be no hope.
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16. W
ell, there W

A
S no hope, if they had to obey God’s good law

s of 
love on their ow

n. 

But praise God, they did NOT! That’s w
hy God sent Jesus! Not just to 

TELL the people w
hat it really m

eans to live out God’s law
s. But, to 

DO it, HIM
SELF! 

Yes, Jesus lived out God’s law
s perfectly every day He lived here 

on earth. He alw
ays loved God m

ost of all. He alw
ays loved people. 

In everything He thought, and said, and did, Jesus fulfilled God’s 
law

 com
pletely. He pleased God w

ith His w
hole life. Jesus could do 

this because He w
as the perfect Son of God. He truly loved God, His 

Father, and He had com
e to be our Savior. 
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17. A
nd w

hat did the Pharisees think about w
hat Jesus taught? They 

did NOT like it! They did not like that Jesus said He w
as God’s Son. 

They did not like w
hat He said about them

 and all their extra, little 
rules. A

nd so, the Pharisees and other enem
ies w

orked together to 
get rid of Jesus. They nailed Him

 to a cross to suffer and die, and 
to get rid of Him

, once and for all. 

But God w
as up to good, even in the bad plans of Jesus’ enem

ies. For 
on that cross, Jesus offered up His perfect life as the full paym

ent 
for the sins of all w

ho w
ould ever turn aw

ay from
 their sins and 

trust in Him
 as their Savior. He took their punishm

ent and gave them
 

His perfect life. Now
, they could please God. Not w

ith their ow
n lives, 

but w
ith His!
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18. Jesus died and w
as buried in a cave-grave that sad day, but did 

He stay there? No, He did not! On the third day, He rose from
 the 

dead. Jesus had really beaten sin and death for God’s people! 
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19. A
fter Jesus rose from

 the dead, He appeared to His follow
ers 

and taught them
 m

ore about God’s good plans. Best of all, He told 
them

 about God’s special gift to help them
 live out God’s law

 from
 

their hearts. Do you know
 w

hat that special gift w
as?
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20. It w
as the Holy Spirit! 

“I am
 going back hom

e to heaven, but I w
ill send you the Holy Spirit to 

live in your hearts,” Jesus told His follow
ers. “He w

ill fill your hearts 
w

ith love. He w
ill help you love God m

ost of all. He w
ill help you love 

others, too. A
nd He w

ill stay w
ith you your w

hole lives until the day 
you com

e hom
e to live w

ith M
e forever,” Jesus prom

ised them
.
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21. A
nd sure enough, not long after Jesus w

ent up to heaven, He did 
send the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of God’s people! How

 they 
praised God! How

 happy they w
ere! God had been so good to them

 
through Jesus. 

Jesus had lived a perfect life of love and given it to them
, so they 

could be God’s people. He had sent the Holy Spirit to live inside their 
hearts for the rest of their lives. He w

ould change their hearts and 
help them

 to obey God’s law
s and love God and others.
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22. A
nd, how

 God’s people looked forw
ard to the day w

hen they 
w

ill go to live w
ith God forever! Then, God w

ill m
ake all things new

, 
even their hearts. Then, they w

ill love God and each other perfectly. 

A
nd at last, God’s law

s w
ill be perfectly fulfilled, even in them

! W
e 

can becom
e God’s people, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins 

and trust in Jesus as our Savior. 
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