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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 7, 

Bible Truth 2

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES



56

Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 7: The Law-Giving God

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Are God’s Laws Like? God’s Laws Are Perfect!

Unit Bible Verse: “The law of the LORD is perfect.”    Psalm 19:7

Bible Truth 2 Concept: God’s Laws Are Perfect...  They Show Us that We Need God to Save Us!

God made us and He is in charge of us. He expects us to obey His laws all the time. But sadly, we do not. We all 
are sinners with sinful, selfish hearts. We disobey God’s laws. We deserve His punishment for our sins. How we 
have rebelled against Him and His good ways!

But God is so kind and merciful! He wants to treats us better than we deserve. He sent Jesus to take the 
punishment for the sins of all who trust in Him as their Savior. God forgives their sins and gives them special 
closeness with Him in their hearts. And when they die, they will go to live with Him forever in a perfect world 
where there will never again be any sin. Yes! They will never again sin against Him or break His good laws. They 
will always love Him and others as He wants them to. How wonderful that will be! Jesus can be our Savior, too, 
when we turn away from our sins and trust in Him as our Savior.

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse: Romans 3:20,21,22,23

“No one will be declared righteous... by observing the law; But now a righteousness from God, apart from law... 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe... For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Learn a Little: “Righteousness... from God, apart from law... comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.”

Meaning

“Righteous” is a big word that means that you are right with God. The only way we can be right with God ON 
OUR OWN is by obeying God’s laws perfectly. But, uh oh! This Bible verse tells us that we are all sinners who 
break God’s laws. That means we can’t EVER be right with God by obeying God’s laws.  

But God has made a way for us to be right with Him—through His Son, Jesus. Jesus came and lived a perfect 
life. He kept all of God’s good laws perfectly. He was righteous! And this Bible verse tells us that for all who trust 
in Jesus as their Savior, Jesus takes away their sins and gives His righteousness to them. That means God treats 
them as if they had never broken God’s laws or sinned-- just like Jesus! Wow! Isn’t that amazing! Isn’t Jesus a 
wonderful Savior! He can be our wonderful Savior, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Him as 
our Savior.

Bible Truth 2 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, for being the Giver of Your perfectly good laws.

God, instead of obeying Your good laws, we have all chosen to break them. Sometimes, we don’t obey our 
parents. Sometimes, we lie. Sometimes, we want things that belong to others. We do not always love you 
most of all. These are only some of the ways we break Your good laws. Oh, how we need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for giving us Your good laws, so we know how to love and obey You. And thank You for 
sending Jesus to perfectly live out Your laws and to give His life as the perfect payment for the sins of Your 
people. Thank You that He can be our Savior when we turn away from our sins and trust in Him.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from disobeying You and trust in Jesus as our own Savior. Help 
us to know You and love You with the spirit You put inside us. Help us to learn Your good laws and obey them.      
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 2 Story

The Case of the Rotten Innards   Luke 18:9-14

Big Question 7, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts                                           P.1                                        

A

C

T

S



58

Songs Used in Bible Truth 2 

Big Q & A 7 Song
Big Question 7 Song: What Are God’s Laws Like? 
Big Question 7 Bible Verse Song: The Law of the Lord Is Perfect   Psalm 19:7
Big Question 7 Hymn:  Holy Bible, Book Divine 
Big Question 7 Praise Song: The Best Book to Read Is the Bible                                                                    

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: Observing the Law    Romans 3:20-23, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: For Christ Died for Sins 1 Peter 3:18, NIV 1984
Extra Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse Song: The Lord Looks Down Psalm 14:2-3, NIV 1984

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 7, Bible Truth 2 Overview: Key Concepts                                                               p.2
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Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 7 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 7, track 12

(adapted version of “The Farm
er in the D

ell”)

W
hat are G

od’s law
s like?

W
hat are G

od’s law
s like?

W
hat are G

od’s law
s like?

G
od’s law

s are perfect!

D
D

D
 7 Big Q

uestion Picture--Back

The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 7: 

       W
hat A

re G
od’s Law

s Like?
        and the A

nsw
er is: 

      G
od’s Law

s A
re Perfect!

M
eaning:

A
 law

 is a big rule m
ade by som

eone in charge. G
od is our 

M
aker. H

e is in charge of everyone in the w
hole w

orld. H
e 

has given us H
is law

s to live by. 

G
od is good and loving, w

ise and fair. H
e is perfect! G

od’s 
law

s are just like H
im

. They are good and loving, w
ise and 

fair, too. They are perfect! 

G
od’s law

s show
 us the very best w

ay to live. They show
 us 

how
 to love G

od and love others. They are exactly w
hat w

e 
need.
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D
D

D
 7 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“G

od’s law
s are perfect is a good beginning, but there’s so 

m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper for 

m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re going 

to be learning TH
REE Bible truths that all tell us m

ore about 
G

od’s perfect law
s.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our three Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the three truths they w

ill be learning. 
After everyone has had a good look, say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned one truth about G
od’s law

s. It’s this 
one: “They W

ere W
ritten in the Bible, G

od’s W
ord.” (point to 

pictures as you identify each Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s look at 
our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w

e can figure out w
hich 

of these three truths w
e w

ill be learning about today. W
ho 

w
ould like to get it out of the Big Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.



93

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

#3Vi
su

al
 

Ai
d

D
D

D
 7

.2
 B

ib
le

 T
ru

th
 2

--
Fr

on
t



94

D
D

D
 7, Bible Truth 2--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hat A

re G
od’s Law

s Like? 
  G

od’s Law
s A

re Perfect!
  They Show

 U
s that W

e N
eed G

od to ???? U
s!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat did Jesus do for G

od’s people w
hen 

H
e died on the cross? It starts w

ith a “s” and it rhym
es w

ith 
“brave.”

Can you guess? It’s “save.” 

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hat A

re G
od’s Law

s Like? 
  G

od’s Law
s A

re Perfect!
  They Show

 U
s that W

e N
eed G

od to SAV
E U

s!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

G
od m

ade us and H
e is in charge of us. H

e expects us to 
obey H

is law
s all the tim

e. But sadly, w
e do not. W

e all are 
sinners w

ith sinful, selfish hearts. W
e disobey G

od’s law
s. W

e 
deserve H

is punishm
ent for our sins. H

ow
 w

e have rebelled 
against H

im
 and H

is good w
ays!

But G
od is so kind and m

erciful! H
e w

ants to treats us better 
than w

e deserve. H
e sent Jesus to take the punishm

ent for 
the sins of all w

ho trust in H
im

 as their Savior. G
od forgives 

their sins and gives them
 special closeness w

ith H
im

 in their 
hearts. A

nd w
hen they die, they w

ill go to live w
ith H

im
 

forever in a perfect w
orld w

here there w
ill never again be 

any sin. Yes! They w
ill never again sin against H

im
 or break 

H
is good law

s. They w
ill alw

ays love H
im

 and others as H
e 

w
ants them

 to. H
ow

 w
onderful that w

ill be! Jesus can be 
our Savior, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust 

in H
im

 as our Savior.
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

Observing the Law
:

Rom
ans 3:20-23

D
D

D
 N

IV Songs 7, track 19

O
bserving the law

,
O

bserving the law
,

N
o one w

ill be declared righteous,
By observing the law

.    W
hy?

For w
e all have sinned,

Fall short of the glory of G
od.   O

h, no!

But listen to w
hat G

od has done:
A

part from
 the law

,
A

part from
 the law

,
N

ow
 a righteousness com

es from
 G

od,
A

part from
 the law

.   H
ow

?

Com
es through faith in Christ,

To all w
ho believe.   Thank you, G

od!
Rom

ans Three, tw
enty through tw

enty-three.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to 

get it out for m
e?”

D
D

D
 7.2  Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 2 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

Rom
ans 3:20,21,22,23 tells us: 

Rom
ans 3:20,21,22,23

“N
o one w

ill be declared righteous... by observing the law
; But now

 a 
righteousness from

 G
od, apart from

 law
... com

es through faith in Je-
sus Christ to all w

ho believe... For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of G

od.” 

Learn a Little: “Righteousness... from
 G

od, apart from
 law

... com
es 

through faith in Jesus Christ to all w
ho believe.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
“Righteous” is a big w

ord that m
eans that you are right w

ith G
od. The 

only w
ay w

e can be right w
ith G

od O
N

 O
U

R O
W

N
 is by obeying G

od’s 
law

s perfectly. But, uh oh! This Bible verse tells us that w
e are all sin-

ners w
ho break G

od’s law
s. That m

eans w
e can’t EVER be right w

ith 
G

od by obeying G
od’s law

s.  

But G
od has m

ade a w
ay for us to be right w

ith H
im

—
through H

is 
Son, Jesus. Jesus cam

e and lived a perfect life. H
e kept all of G

od’s 
good law

s perfectly. H
e w

as righteous! A
nd this Bible verse tells us 

that for all w
ho trust in Jesus as their Savior, Jesus takes aw

ay their sins 
and gives H

is righteousness to them
. That m

eans G
od treats them

 as if 
they had never broken G

od’s law
s or sinned-- just like Jesus! W

ow
! Isn’t 

that am
azing! Isn’t Jesus a w

onderful Savior! H
e can be our w

onderful 
Savior, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in H

im
 as our 

Savior.

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!”
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1. M
any sick people cam

e to see Jesus. They cam
e w

ith their lim
ping 

legs, their blind eyes, their skin w
ith sores, and their bleeding that 

w
ouldn’t stop. Som

e of them
 w

ere about to die. 

They all cam
e to Jesus, and w

hat do you think Jesus did? Jesus 
healed them

 w
ith God’s pow

er! No doctor or m
edicine needed! 

“W
ho has ever healed sick people the w

ay Jesus does?” they 
exclaim

ed. 
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2. People w
ho w

anted to hear about God cam
e to Jesus, too. 

They crow
ded around Jesus, listening to everything He had to say. 

Jesus told them
 about God and His Kingdom

. He told them
 how

 God 
w

anted them
 to live. They listened to Jesus and w

ere am
azed at 

w
hat He had to say. 

“W
ho has ever told us about God the w

ay Jesus does?” they 
exclaim

ed. 
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3. Even people w
ho had done very sinful things cam

e to Jesus. 

M
en and w

om
en w

ho had disobeyed God’s Ten Com
m

andm
ents in 

so m
any w

ays: people w
ho had stolen m

oney; people w
ho had not 

loved their husbands or w
ives; people w

ho had hurt other people; 
people w

ho had w
orshipped other gods, and so m

any m
ore. 

They all cam
e to Jesus, and w

hat do you think happened? Jesus 
gave them

 God’s forgiveness, w
hen they turned aw

ay from
 their 

sins and trusted in Him
. 

“W
ho has ever forgiven sins the w

ay Jesus does?” they exclaim
ed. 
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4. Sick people, sinful people, people eager to learn about God, all 
cam

e to Jesus, and He satisfied them
. How

 w
onderful, how

 am
azing 

w
as Jesus!
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5. But there w
as another kind of people w

ho cam
e to Jesus, too. 

These people w
ere different from

 all the rest. They w
eren’t sick. 

They w
eren’t eager to learn about God from

 Jesus. A
nd m

ost of 
all, they didn’t even think they w

ere sinners w
ho needed God’s 

forgiveness. They w
ere the im

portant Bible teachers back in Jesus’ 
day. 

They had a special nam
e for them

selves. Do you know
 w

hat it w
as? 

They w
ere called the Pharisees. 
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6. The Pharisees w
ere sm

art students, and they studied hard. 

Not only did they learn and try to obey God’s Ten Com
m

andm
ents, 

but they learned and tried to obey the hundreds of God’s other 
law

s, too. They spent day after day, w
eek after w

eek, year after 
year, learning them

 all by heart! W
ow

!
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7. But obey
ing God’s law

s w
asn’t enough for the Pharisees. 

They w
anted to be extra careful to please God, so they added a 

lot of extra, little rules for everyone to obey. Rules that God didn’t 
give His people. They added extra rules about w

ashing your hands 
just right. (Not to get rid of dirt or germ

s that m
ight m

ake you sick, 
as w

e do, but because they thought these specially cleaned hands 
w

ere how
 you pleased God.)
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8. Those hand-w
ashing rules w

ere just the beginning of w
hat the 

Pharisees added to God’s law
s. 

There w
ere also extra rules about food to eat or not eat, about 

giving extra gifts to God, and about w
hat w

ork you could NOT do on 
the Sabbath Day of Rest (such as not looking in a m

irror because 
you m

ight be tem
pted to pluck out a gray hair from

 your head), 
and lots m

ore extra, little rules besides these! So m
any rules! 
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9. The Pharisees tried very hard to obey all their extra, little rules. 
They w

anted the people to obey them
, too. 

They thought those extra, little rules helped everyone keep God’s 
big law

s better. They thought those extra rules pleased God and 
m

ade them
 good people. 

A
nd m

ost of all, the Pharisees thought God m
ight send the M

essiah, 
the Savior, sooner if everyone w

as very good, and kept all the 
little, bitty rules as w

ell as God’s big law
s. Oh, how

 they w
anted the 

M
essiah to com

e! 
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10. But those Pharisees w
ere w

rong about so m
any things! They 

didn’t realize that the M
essiah, the Savior, HA

D com
e already. He 

w
as right there, living am

ong them
, teaching them

 about God, and 
doing am

azing things by God’s pow
er. 

Can you tell m
e w

ho God’s Savior w
as? It w

as Jesus!
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11. A
nd the Pharisees w

ere w
rong about som

ething else, too. Instead 
of becom

ing good, good, good people w
hen they kept all of these 

extra little, bitty, rules, these Pharisees becam
e proud, proud, proud 

people! 

“W
e are better than everyone else because w

e do such a good job 
obey

ing all these extra, little, bitty rules,” m
any of them

 thought. 
“W

e’re so good that w
e don’t need God’s forgiveness, as other 

people do. God is pleased w
ith us just the w

ay w
e are!” they believed.
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12. How
 very w

rong those Pharisees w
ere! A

ll those extra, little, 
bitty rules they m

ade up didn’t please God. W
hy, even try

ing very 
hard to obey all of God’s big law

s isn’t enough to please God! 

There is only ONE W
AY to please God by obey

ing His law
s. Do you 

know
 w

hat it is? It is being PERFECT. That’s right! It’s obey
ing God’s 

law
s A

LL THE TIM
E! 

Never disobey
ing …EV

ER! Never say
ing anything w

rong or doing 
anything w

rong. Never thinking anything w
rong or BEING anything 

w
rong. Do you think that sounds like som

ething those Pharisees 
could do?
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13. No, the Pharisees could not be this good. They had “rotten innards” 
--sinful hearts-- just like everyone else. They w

ould never be able 
to please God by try

ing to be good. 

A
nd guess w

hat? Neither can w
e. W

hy? Because every one of us 
has a sinful heart, too. Every one of us has broken God’s law

s. W
e 

all need God’s forgiveness for our sins. That is the only w
ay w

e can 
know

 and please God. That’s the only w
ay w

e can live w
ith God as 

His people.
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14. But these poor, proud Pharisees w
ould just not see this. They 

w
ere SURE that they w

ere already good enough to please God, 
and they w

ere SURE that all those other people w
ho cam

e to Jesus 
w

ere not. 

So, w
hat did Jesus do w

ith these proud m
en w

ho thought they w
ere 

so good? Jesus loved them
, that’s w

hat He did. Jesus w
anted to help 

them
, just like He w

anted to help everyone else w
ho cam

e to Him
.
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15. So, Jesus told them
 a story to help them

 see that they needed God 
to save them

 and forgive them
, just like everyone else did. M

aybe 
then they w

ould understand that they w
ere sinners and w

ould ask 
God for forgiveness. This is the story Jesus told them

… 

“One day, tw
o m

en w
ent to God’s Tem

ple (the w
orship place) to 

pray. One m
an w

as a Pharisee. The other m
an w

as a tax collector,” 
Jesus said.
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16. “The Pharisee thought of him
self as a very good m

an w
ho 

pleased God by obey
ing God’s law

s and the teachers’ extra rules.”

“So, he stretched his arm
s up high and looked up to heaven, and 

proudly prayed, “God, thank You that I am
 different from

 other 
m

en. I’m
 not like that bad, tax collector over there. I don’t do the bad 

things they do. I am
 good, good, good. I keep all your law

s and all 
the extra rules of m

y teachers, too,” he said.
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17. Can you believe that? That Pharisee didn’t praise GOD for being 
good! He only boasted to God about his OW

N goodness! That Pharisee 
w

asn’t really a good, good, good m
an at all, w

as he? No! He w
as 

really a proud, proud, proud m
an!
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18. Then, Jesus w
ent on w

ith his story. He told about the other m
an. 

“The tax collector cam
e to the Tem

ple know
ing he w

as a bad, bad, 
bad m

an. He knew
 he had ”rotten innards” --a sinful heart. He knew

 
the sin in his heart show

ed in how
 he lived. He had chosen to disobey 

God’s good law
s. He had chosen to becom

e rich by taking too m
uch 

m
oney from

 people.” 
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19.  “A
nd w

hen this tax collector prayed to God, it w
asn’t boldly and 

proudly like the Pharisee. 

No, this m
an KNEW

 he had done lots of bad things and he w
as sad 

about them
. He w

as sad he had disobeyed God’s law
s and treated 

others so badly. He KNEW
 he w

asn’t right w
ith God; and oh, how

 he 
w

anted to be! 

The tax collector w
as too asham

ed of his sins to stretch up his arm
s 

or look up to heaven to pray. He looked dow
n at his feet, beat his 

chest, and cried out to God, “God, have m
ercy on m

e! I am
 so bad. 

I have disobeyed Your law
s. I have a sinful heart. Have m

ercy on 
m

e! Please, forgive m
y sins!”
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20. Then, Jesus told the Pharisees listening to Him
: “The Pharisee 

w
ent hom

e feeling proud. He w
as so sure that his life pleased God, 

but he w
as w

rong. God is not pleased w
ith proud people w

ho don’t 
see that they are sinners w

ho need His forgiveness,” Jesus told 
them

. 

“But the tax collector, w
ho knew

 he w
as a sinner, w

ent hom
e forgiven 

by God,” Jesus said. “God loves to forgive sinners --even very bad 
sinners-- w

ho confess their sins to Him
 and hum

bly ask for His 
forgiveness,” Jesus told them

.
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21. W
hat did the Pharisees think of Jesus’ story? 

Did they learn from
 it? Did they see that everyone has broken God’s 

law
s, even people, like them

selves, w
ho tried really hard to be good? 

Did they, at last, see that no one can ever do enough good things to 
be proud before God? Did they see their ow

n sins and ask God to 
forgive them

?
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22. The Bible doesn’t tell us w
hat happened w

ith those Pharisees 
that day. 

But, w
e DO know

 that later, som
e of these very im

portant teachers 
--like Joseph of A

rim
athea and Nicodem

us-- DID turn aw
ay from

 
their sins and asked God to forgive them

. They put their trust in 
Jesus as their Savior. 

A
nd did you know

 that these tw
o m

en w
ere the very ones w

ho put 
Jesus’ body in the cave-grave, after He had suffered and died on 
the cross?
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23. How
 am

azed and happy they both m
ust have been w

hen Jesus 
rose from

 the dead on the third day! 

Jesus really w
as the M

essiah, the Savior, God had sent to save His 
people and forgive their sins! He had beaten sin and death for all 
w

ho turn aw
ay from

 their sins and trust in Him
 as their Savior. 

Jesus can be our Savior, too, if w
e do this, too. A

sk Him
 to help you!
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