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About the Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids

   

How Are They Used?

The Deep Down Detectives Visual Aids book is a companion resource to be used alongside the 
Deep Down Detectives Core Curriculum book for each unit. These colorful pictures are used 
in presenting the key concepts; telling the Bible stories; and, in playing the Bible Story Review 
games. 

What Do They Include?

There are four different resources included in this book: 
1. Key Concept Visual Aids-- colorful signs of the Big Question and Answer, the Bible Truth, the 
Bible verse, and the Listening Assignments to use with the 3 lessons for each Bible Truth.
2. The Story Scenes, themselves. Notice that each scene is numbered and that there is a brief 
summary of the story that corresponds to the picture. You can actually just tell the story in a 
simple way by using only the text at the bottom of each Story Scene.
3. Directions for making the Deep Down Detectives “Bible” Folder and the back/front images to 
paste in place when making it. (Larger back/front images are found online with the curriculum.)
4. Directions for how to make a homemade flannelgraph storyboard and sturdy Story Scene 
pictures are found in the back of this book.

 Ready, Set, Rip It Out!

This book is meant to be ripped up and made into your visual aids. The key concept signs can 
be cut out and laminated or slipped into sheet protectors. The Story Scenes can be put in sheet 
protectors or laminated, too. 

 Store It!
Deep Down Detectives is a curriculum that can be used over and over. Store your visual aids 
and storyboard pictures after using them and they will serve you for many years. We store ours 
in manilla envelopes and then put them (along with all the rest of the curriculum) in magazine 
files, labelled by Bible Truth. If you have multiple classes using the curriculum, store each set of 
resources in separate manilla envelopes. This will make prep much simpler, second time around.

Replacement Story Scene Pictures

You can always purchase this book again or simply go online and print out any scenes that go 
missing.

Other Options

You can also choose to tell the story in a more traditional flannelgraph way by using your own 
flannelgraph figures or by purchasing/free downloading the Storyboard Pictures (large and small 
format size avaiable). This is more complex and requires more preparation, but some love it. And, 
it does allow for kids to interact more by helping to place pictures up on the board as you tell the 
story.

HSK
Unit 1

HSK
Unit 2

HSK
Unit 3

HSK
Unit 4

HSK
Unit 5

HSK 1 Big Question and Answer Sign Front
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Unit 3: The Good News of God, the Gospel

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is the Gospel? It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ!
Unit Bible Verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Bible Truth 4 Concept: Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ...God Saves All Who Repent of Their Sins 
                                                  and Trust in Jesus as Their Savior!

God is our good Creator and King. He made us to know Him, love Him and obey His good laws. But sadly, we 
all have chosen to disobey God and His good laws. We deserve His punishment for our sins. We have all turned 
away from Him.

But God has made a way for us to be forgiven our sins and to become His people. In His great love and mercy, 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Jesus lived a perfect life. He never disobeyed God. He offered up His 
life as the full payment for sin when He suffered and died on the cross. On the third day, He rose from the dead. 
Jesus had done it! He had beaten sin and death for God’s people!

How can we become one of God’s people? Who can receive God’s gift of forgiveness? All who repent of their 
sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior. Repent means to stop living a life full of disobeying God and to start living 
to please God, instead. God can help us repent and believe. Ask Him!

How wonderful it is to be one of God’s people! To have special closeness with God by His Holy Spirit living in 
your heart now. And one day, to go live with God forever. That will be best of all!

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Mark 1:15

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Learn a Little: “Repent and believe the good news!”

Meaning

For years and years, God had promised to send a Savior to save us from our sins. For years and years, people 
watched and waited for God to send him. At last, God did! He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus taught the people 
about God and did amazing things. He showed them that He was God’s Son, the Savior God had promised. 

But what did people have to do, if they were to be forgiven by God for their sins? Jesus told them: “Repent 
and believe in the gospel--the good news that Jesus was God’s Son, the Savior, sent to save them. We can be 
forgiven, too, when we repent (that is, turning away disobeying God and turning to live for God, instead) and 
believe that Jesus is God’s Son, the Savior. God loves to help us do this. Ask Him!

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being so full of love and mercy! You call us to repent and believe in Jesus that we 
might be saved.

We confess that we often disobey You and Your good ways. We choose to live life our own way, not Yours. We 
need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for offering us salvation through Jesus, when we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our 
Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to joyfully obey You. You know what 
is best for us and what brings You glory. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                                     p.1                                                      
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Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                 
Bible Truth 4 Story

The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete  
     Titus 

Songs Used in Bible Truth 4 

Big Question 3 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World    John 3:16
Extra Big Question 3 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16 (version 2)
Extra Big Question 3 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16 (version 3)
Big Question 3 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 Refrain
Big Question 3 Praise Song: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: The Time Has Come   Mark 1:15
     Extra Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song:  Help Us, O God, Our Savior    Psalm 79:9

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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Story-telling Tips
Ahead of time:
1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!
2. Choose story action cues and prepare storyboard figures/Story Scenes, if using. (In Visual Aids book)
3. Practice telling story with the storyboard figures/Story Scenes, timing your presentation. Shorten, if necessary.

During your presentation:
1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.  
2. Put up storyboard figures/add story action cues/hold up Story Scenes as you tell the story. Allow the children 
to help you put them on the board, if desired.
3. Include the children in your story with a few questions about what they think will happen or words/concepts 
that might be new to them.
4. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached. Shorten, if necessary.

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:
I need to find out:
Cruddy is a word that means something is no good.
1. What was Crete and what was so cruddy about it? 
2. Who changed in Crete? How did they change? 

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is Mark 1:15:
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”

I need to find out:
1. Who went to Crete to tell the people to repent and believe? 
2. What was the gospel that he wanted them to repent and believe in?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:
I found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.
They are: A liar; a palm tree; a pizza; a pair of shoes; a man named Titus; and, a lazy, over-eater.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in our story? 
2. Who repented of their sins and asked God for forgiveness? Who helped them do this?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY, 
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s 
questions. When I finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer. 
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text. 

INTRODUCTION/ LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS (Optional)

“Our story is called:  The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete. Here is your listening assignment...  “ Read 
the assignment for your lesson using Detective Dan’s Listening Assignment sign or the text below:

Bible Story for Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4                                                           P.1                                                        
The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete

Titus

use with all THREE lessons

?Big 
Question 
Briefcase?

of BQB

take outPlace 
story in

DDD
Bible

Folder
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Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete    Titus 
Bible Story for Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4                                                           P.2                                                        use with all THREE lessonsuse with all THREE lessons

This story is an island story. Do you know what an island is?

What can you tell me about an island?

It’s a little piece of land stuck out in the middle of a big piece of water, such as a sea or an ocean. The island 
in this story was very famous for something. Let’s think what it might be.

Some islands are famous for their tall, volcano mountains that spray out smoke and hot lava. THIS island 
had tall, volcano mountains with smoke and lava... but that’s not what it was famous for.

Some islands are famous for their beautiful, sandy beaches with palm trees blowing in the breeze and 
colorful fish swimming in the clear, blue water.  THIS island had beautiful beaches with swaying palm trees. 
It had colorful fish swimming in the clear water... but that’s not what it was famous for.

Some islands are even famous for their tasty, island food and their good, island people. Ah...and NOW 
we’re getting very close to what THIS island was famous for. Because, while this island DID have tasty, 
island food that was yummy in your tummy, it was famous for NOT having that other thing I just told you 
about. Can you remember what it was?

Can you remember?

It was good, island people! Yes, THIS island was famous for its BAD, island people. And that’s why, though 
the name of this island was really just “Crete,” most people thought of it more like “Cruddy Crete.” (Cruddy 
is a word that means something is no good.) This island was filled with many bad people doing many bad 
things. There were liars and cheaters, and lazy, over-eaters, just to name a few. And that’s why “Cruddy 
Crete” was really a very good nickname for the island of Crete.

Many people stayed away from Cruddy Crete. After all, why would anyone want to go to a place like this 
with all these bad people doing all these bad things? Surely there were other islands with beaches and fish 
and volcanoes and tasty food that had GOOD island people. So why go to one with such BAD people on it?

Does this sound like an island you would like to visit?

Cruddy Crete certainly doesn’t sound like any place I would like to visit; but, our story is about two men— 
Paul and Titus-- who very much wanted to go there. And as crazy as it sounds, they wanted to go there 
for the very reason that you and I might NOT want to: all those bad people! There was something very 
important that Paul and Titus wanted to tell them.

Can you guess what it was that Paul and Titus wanted to tell them?

What do you think they wanted to tell them?

Paul and Titus wanted to tell the people of Cruddy Crete the gospel—the good news that Jesus, the Savior 
had come and could save them--even them--from their sins.
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Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

Bible Story for Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4                                                           P.3                                                        use with all THREE lessons

You see, sinners—people who disobey God and His good ways—were exactly the kind of people Jesus had 
come to save. And Jesus was such a great Savior that there were no people too cruddy and no hearts too 
full of sin that Jesus could not save them. Jesus could save even the WORST of sinners—even people as bad 
as those on Cruddy Crete.

Perhaps that’s why Paul wanted to go to Crete so very much. Paul had once been a bad sinner like them. He 
had been a hater of Jesus. He had done many bad things to hurt Jesus’ followers. He had even wanted them 
dead! Paul deserved God’s punishment for all the bad things he had done; but, God chose to forgive Paul’s 
sins through Jesus, instead. Paul trusted in Jesus as his Savior and repented of his sins. God saved Paul and 
changed him. Paul was so grateful to God for forgiving his sins! And if there was one thing Paul loved to tell 
others, it was how God could save and change them, too. 

So, off Paul went with his young friend, Titus. They headed by boat to Cruddy Crete to tell the people the 
good news of the gospel. Paul and Titus sailed over the wavy seas for many days. At last, they were so far 
out to sea that there was nothing to see but water. Where was Crete?  Were they lost? Then, “Land, ho!” 
Someone spotted an island in the distance. It was Crete—Cruddy Crete--at last!

When Paul and Titus got to Crete, they saw the volcano mountains, and the sandy beaches, and the colorful 
fishes swimming in the clear waters. They saw the swaying palm trees and tasted the good, island food.  
Then they met the island people; and yep, those people were cruddy, all right! Liars and cheaters and lazy, 
over-eaters, just to name a few. Oh, how these people needed to know about the Savior, Jesus! 

Paul and Titus went right to work. From town to town they walked, sharing the good news of Jesus 
everywhere they went--with the liars and the cheaters and the lazy, over-eaters and everyone else who 
would listen. And this is the good news of the gospel they shared:

God is the good King and Creator of the world. He made us and gave us His good laws to live by. But we have 
all chosen to disobey God and we deserve His punishment! We need a Savior to save us from our sins. God, 
Himself, provided that Savior-- His very, own Son, Jesus. Jesus came to earth. He lived a perfect life, then 
on the cross He suffered and died as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of God’s people. Jesus rose up from 
the dead on the third day in victory. Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior 
will be saved! They will be God’s special people and live with Him forever. “Come, repent; come, believe in 
Jesus! Come, be saved from your sins!” Paul urged the people of Cruddy Crete. What would happen? Would 
they believe? Would they repent?

What would happen? Would they believe? Would they repent?

What do you think happened?

God worked in the hearts of the liars, and the cheaters, and the lazy over-eaters as they listened to Paul 
preach. They could see that they were sinners. They could see that they needed a Savior. They wanted 
God’s forgiveness through Jesus.

But what ELSE had Paul told these people they needed to do to be saved? It wasn’t only BELIEVE. There was 
something else they needed to do. Can you remember what it was?

Can you tell me what it was?

They needed to REPENT and believe. Uh oh! Now THAT might be trouble for the people of Cruddy Crete. 
That meant it wasn’t enough for those cruddy people of Crete to just BELIEVE that Jesus was the Savior. 
That meant it wasn’t enough for them just to TRUST in Him as their Savior. It might be easy to just believe 
and trust. 
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Bible Story for Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4                                                           P.4                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

They needed to REPENT of their sins, too. They needed to change the way they were living, too. It didn’t 
mean they would be perfect and never sin again. Only Jesus could live a perfect life. But, it DID mean that 
they turned away from lying and cheating and lazy, over-eating as their way of life. They would choose to 
live for God, instead. 

WOULD the people of Cruddy Crete do this? COULD they do this? They had been such bad people, living 
their own way for so long! 

What do you think? Could they turn away from their sins? 

Yes, they COULD; and yes, they WOULD! How? God, Himself, would help them live for Him! He was working 
in their hearts. He was helping them not only trust in Jesus as their Savior, but also to repent of their sins. 
This is the power of the gospel! He would help those liars turn from their lying, and those cheaters to turn 
from their cheating, and those lazy over-eaters to turn away from their lazy over-eating! Yes! He would 
help them ALL to turn away from living their bad lives…and He would keep on helping them trust in Jesus 
and live for Him the REST of their lives. God would always be their helper!

So right then and there, many people in Cruddy Crete repented of their sins and trusted in Jesus as their 
Savior. And before long, there were little groups of believers in every town on the island. How happy that 
made Paul and Titus!

Paul soon set sail for other lands. There were so many more people he wanted to share the good news of 
Jesus with!

But Titus stayed right there in Crete, caring for these new believers as their pastor. Titus loved them and 
prayed for them and taught them the Bible. What a lot of help these people needed! After all, this was 
Cruddy Crete, where wicked ways were right at home. All around them were people who STILL were liars 
and cheaters and lazy, over-eaters! And that cruddy, ole sin was so tempting! It kept wanting to creep right 
back into their lives and it made it very hard for those new believers to keep on loving God and living for 
Him. Oh, how they wanted to love God and live for Him; but oh, how they struggled!

Far away in Corinth, Paul heard about their struggles. He wrote a letter to encourage them. Zenas and 
Apollos sailed over the wavy seas to Crete and gave it to Titus. This is what Titus read:

Dear Titus,
I know things are hard in Cruddy Crete. Remind the new believers that the gospel they heard us preach was 
to repent AND believe. That means God’s people need to keep on turning away from their sins AND keep 
on believing in Jesus every day. This can be very hard, especially on Cruddy Crete—where wicked ways 
are right at home. Urge the new believers to keep on turning away from their sins. Urge them to use their 
lives to do good to each other, to love God, and to hold onto God’s Word, the Bible. Remind them that they 
don’t have to do this on their own. The God who helped them repent and believe in Him at the beginning, 
promises to always be with them. He will help them keep on believing in and living for Him every day. 

Say hello to everyone for me. And may God help you live for Him!
Paul

What happened on Cruddy Crete after Titus read Paul’s letter and shared it with the believers? Did the new 
believers keep on repenting of their sins as well as believing in Jesus? The Bible doesn’t tell us. It would 
have been hard to do on Cruddy Crete, but not impossible. Why? Because God doesn’t just help people 
repent and believe in Jesus at the beginning. He promises to keep helping them to believe in Him and live 
for Him their whole lives—even in a place like Cruddy Crete, where wicked ways were right at home.
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Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a liar; a palm tree; a pizza; a pair of 
shoes; a man named Titus; and, a lazy, over-eater.
1. Which four belong in our story? 
The liar; the palm tree; Titus; and, the lazy, over-eater.
2. Who repented of their sins and asked God for 
forgiveness? Who helped them do this?
Many people in Crete. Paul helped them do this, by 
telling the gospel and preaching God’s Word. God’s 
Holy Spirit helped them do this by working in their 
hearts as they listened to Paul.

For You and Me:
Just like the people in Crete, we have heard the good 
news of Jesus. Just like them, God calls us to repent of 
our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God helped the 
people of Crete repent and believe. He can help us, too. 
Ask Him to help you!

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is: 
What is the Gospel? 
It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ...
God Saves All Who Repent of Their Sins and Trust in 
Jesus as Their Savior!

Like the people in Cruddy Crete, we have all chosen to 
disobey God and live our own way. We, too, deserve 
God’s punishment for rebelling against Him. What good 
news is it to hear that God sent Jesus to be our Savior, 
too. Jesus died on the cross as the perfect payment for 
sins. On the third day, He rose from the dead, proving 
He had really beaten sin and death for us!

How can Jesus be our Savior? When we turn away from 
our sins and trust in Him as our Savior. God delighted 
to help many people in Crete do this. He can help you, 
too. Ask Him!

Close in prayer.

Bible Story for Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4                                                         P.5                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It’s time to see how we did with our Listening 
Assignment. 

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:
Cruddy is a word that means something is no good.
1. What was Crete and what was so cruddy about 
it?  Crete was an island. It was filled with people who 
rebelled against God and His good ways. They are what 
made the island so cruddy.
2. Who changed in Crete? How did they change? 
Many people changed in Crete when they heard the 
good news of Jesus. God’s Holy Spirit worked in their 
hearts and helped them to repent of their sins and trust 
in Jesus as their Savior.

For You and Me:
Maybe we don’t live in Cruddy Crete, but we need Jesus 
to be our Savior, just as much as they did. God can help 
us repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, just 
like He helped them! Ask Him to help you!

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is: Mark 1:15
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is 
near. Repent and believe the good news!”

1. Who went to Crete to tell the people to repent and 
believe? Paul with his young friend, Titus.
2. What was the gospel that he wanted them to 
repent and believe in?
The good news that we can be forgiven our sins and 
become God’s people through Jesus. Paul wanted 
the people of Crete to repent of their sins and trust in 
Jesus as their Savior. He wanted them to become God’s 
people, too.

For You and Me:
The gospel Paul shared with the people of Crete is for 
us, too. God offers to forgive our sins and make us His 
people when repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our 
Savior. Ask Him to help you! He loves to do this!
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Bible Story for Big Question 3, Bible Truth 4                                                          P.6                                                   use with all THREE lessons

Closing ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being so full of love and 
mercy! You call us to repent and believe in Jesus 
that we might be saved.

We confess that we often disobey You and Your 
good ways. We choose to live life our own way, not 
Yours. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for offering us salvation through 
Jesus, when we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Help us to trust in Jesus as 
our Savior. Help us to joyfully obey You. You know 
what is best for us and what brings You glory. In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Go to Lesson Plan, p.9 for the script to 
the rest of the lesson.
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 3: 

        W
hat Is the G

ospel?
        and the A

nsw
er is: 

       It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ!

M
eaning:

G
ospel m

eans “good new
s.” In the Bible, the gospel is the 

good new
s that G

od sent H
is Son Jesus to save sinners like 

you and m
e from

 the punishm
ent w

e deserve for our sins.  
That salvation is ours w

hen w
e turn from

 our sins and trust 
in Jesus as our ow

n Savior. N
ow

 that is good new
s indeed!                                            

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song:                                                

  Big Q & A
 3 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 3, track 12

(adapted version of “O
h, M

y D
arlin’ Clem

entine”)

W
hat’s the gospel?

W
hat’s the gospel?

Can you tell m
e w

hat it is?
It’s salvation through faith in Jesus,
That’s w

hat the gospel is.  (repeat)

D
D

D
 3  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 3 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths

D
D

D
 3 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It’s salvation through faith in Jesus Christ” is a good 
beginning, but there’s so m

ore to learn. So it’s tim
e for us to 

dig dow
n even deeper for m

ore answ
ers to our Big Q

uestion 
about G

od. W
e’re going to be learning FO

U
R Bible truths 

that all tell us m
ore about the w

onderful good new
s of G

od-
-the gospel.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our four Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the four truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned three truths about the gospel. They 
are: “G

od m
ade us and w

e should obey H
im

”, “W
e have all 

disobeyed G
od and deserve H

is punishm
ent”; and, “G

od sent 
Jesus to pay for the sins of G

od’s people.” (point to pictures 
as you identify each Bible Truth). N

ow
 let’s look at our Bible 

Truth Clue sign and see if w
e can figure out w

hich of these 
four truths w

e w
ill be learning about today. W

ho w
ould like 

to get it out of the Big Q
uestion Briefcase for m

e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 3, Bible Truth 4--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hat Is the G

ospel? 
   It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ...
    G

od saves all w
ho ????  of their sins and trust in Jesus 

     as their Savior!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing w
ord is. It says: 

“W
hat’s the Bible w

ord for turning aw
ay from

 disobeying G
od?  It rhym

es 
w

ith “cem
ent.”

Can you guess? It’s “repent.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hat Is the G

ospel? 
  It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ...
     G

od saves all w
ho REPEN

T  of their sins and trust in 
     Jesus as their Savior!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

G
od is our good Creator and King. H

e m
ade us to know

 H
im

, 
love H

im
 and obey H

is good law
s. But sadly, w

e all have 
chosen to disobey G

od and H
is good law

s. W
e deserve H

is 
punishm

ent for our sins. W
e have all turned aw

ay from
 H

im
.

But G
od has m

ade a w
ay for us to be forgiven our sins and 

to becom
e H

is people. In H
is great love and m

ercy, G
od sent 

H
is Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Jesus lived a perfect life. 

H
e never disobeyed G

od. H
e offered up H

is life as the full 
paym

ent for sin w
hen H

e suffered and died on the cross. O
n 

the third day, H
e rose from

 the dead. Jesus had done it! H
e 

had beaten sin and death for G
od’s people!

H
ow

 can w
e becom

e one of G
od’s people? W

ho can receive 
G

od’s gift of forgiveness? A
ll w

ho repent of their sins and 
trust in Jesus as their Savior. Repent m

eans to stop living a 
life full of disobeying G

od and to start living to please G
od, 

instead. G
od can help us repent and believe. A

sk H
im

!

H
ow

 w
onderful it is to be one of G

od’s people! To have 
special closeness w

ith G
od by H

is H
oly Spirit living in your 

heart now
. A

nd one day, to go live w
ith G

od forever. That 
w

ill be best of all!
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D
 3.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

M
ark 1:15 tells us: 

M
ark 1:15

“The tim
e has com

e,” he said. “The kingdom
 of G

od is near. Repent 
and believe the good new

s!”

Learn a Little: “Repent and believe the good new
s!”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
For years and years, G

od had prom
ised to send a Savior to save us from

 
our sins. For years and years, people w

aited and w
atched...and they 

w
atched and w

aited. A
t last, Jesus cam

e! H
e taught the people about 

G
od and did am

azing things. H
e show

ed them
 that H

e w
as G

od’s Son, 
the Savior G

od had prom
ised. 

But w
hat did people have to do, if they w

ere to be forgiven by G
od 

for their sins? Jesus told them
: “Repent and believe in the gospel--the 

good new
s that Jesus w

as G
od’s Son, the Savior, sent to save them

. W
e 

can be forgiven, too, w
hen w

e repent (that is, turning aw
ay disobeying 

G
od and turning to live for G

od, instead) and believe that Jesus is G
od’s 

Son, the Savior. G
od loves to help us do this. A

sk H
im

!

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

The Tim
e Has Com

e:
M

ark 1:15
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 3, track 22

“The tim
e has com

e,” he said,
“The kingdom

 of G
od is near.

Repent and believe the good new
s.”

“The tim
e has com

e,” he said,
“The kingdom

 of G
od is near.

Repent and believe the good new
s.”

M
ark O

ne, fifteen.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s see w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. 

W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”
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Detective Dan’s 
Listening A

ssignm
ent #1

Hi, Deep Dow
n Detectives!

I‘m
 w

orking on a brand-new
 case called: 

“The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete.” 

I need to find out:
Cruddy is a w

ord that m
eans som

ething is no good.
1. W

hat w
as Crete and w

hat w
as so cruddy about it? 

A
ND 

2.W
ho changed in Crete? How

 did they change? 
 Can you help m

e? Listen carefully to the story and 
you m

ight just hear the answ
ers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “O
k, D

eep D
ow

n D
etectives! Put on your best listening ears and 

see if you can hear the answ
ers to D

etective D
an’s questions. W

hen I finish 
telling the story, w

e w
ill see if w

e can answ
er all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. 
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answ

ering 
them

. Present the gospel and close in prayer. 

*A
nsw

ers to assignm
ent questions, the gospel and AC

TS prayer are also 
included at the end of the story text.*
  A

nsw
ers:

Cruddy is a w
ord that m

eans som
ething is no good.

1. W
hat w

as Crete and w
hat w

as so cruddy about it?  Crete w
as an island. 

It w
as filled w

ith people w
ho rebelled against G

od and H
is good w

ays. They 
are w

hat m
ade the island so cruddy.

2. W
ho changed in Crete? H

ow
 did they change? M

any people changed 
in Crete w

hen they heard the good new
s of Jesus. G

od’s H
oly Spirit w

orked 
in their hearts and helped them

 to repent of their sins and trust in Jesus as 
their Savior.

For You and M
e:

M
aybe w

e don’t live in Cruddy Crete, but w
e need Jesus to be our Savior, just 

as m
uch as they did. G

od can help us repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as 
our Savior, just like H

e helped them
! A

sk H
im

 to help you!

D
D

D
 3.4 Lesson 1  Listening A

ssignm
ent 
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Detective Dan’s 
Listening A

ssignm
ent #2

Hi, Deep Dow
n Detectives!

I‘m
 still w

orking on the case called: 
“The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete.” 

Our Bible verse is M
ark 1:15

“The tim
e has com

e,” he said. “The kingdom
 of God is 

near. Repent and believe the good new
s!”

I need to find out:
1. W

ho w
ent to Crete to tell the people to repent and 

believe? 
A

ND 
2. W

hat w
as the gospel that he w

anted them
 to repent 

and believe in?

Can you help m
e? Listen carefully to the story and you 

m
ight just hear the answ

ers!

Thanks for your help!
Detective Dan

Then say, “O
k, D

eep D
ow

n D
etectives! Put on your best listening ears and 

see if you can hear the answ
ers to D

etective D
an’s questions. W

hen I finish 
telling the story, w

e w
ill see if w

e can answ
er all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the 
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answ

ering them
. 

Present the gospel and close in prayer.
*A

nsw
ers to assignm

ent questions, the gospel and AC
TS prayer are also 

included at the end of the story text.*
 A

nsw
ers: 

O
ur Bible Verse is: M

ark 1:15
“The tim

e has com
e,” he said. “The kingdom

 of G
od is near. Repent and 

believe the good new
s!”

1. W
ho w

ent to Crete to tell the people to repent and believe? Paul w
ith 

his young friend, Titus.
2. W

hat w
as the gospel that he w

anted them
 to repent and believe in?

The good new
s that w

e can be forgiven our sins and becom
e G

od’s people 
through Jesus. Paul w

anted the people of Crete to repent of their sins and 
trust in Jesus as their Savior. H

e w
anted them

 to becom
e G

od’s people, too.

For You and M
e:

The gospel Paul shared w
ith the people of Crete is for us, too. G

od offers to 
forgive our sins and m

ake us H
is people w

hen repent of our sins and trust in 
Jesus as our Savior. A

sk H
im

 to help you! H
e loves to do this!

D
D

D
 3.4 Lesson 2  Listening A

ssignm
ent 
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Detective Dan’s 
Listening A

ssignm
ent #3

Hi, Deep Dow
n Detectives!

I‘m
 still w

orking on the case called: 
“The Case of the Changes in Cruddy Crete.” 

I found SIX clues, but TW
O of them

 are NOT in the story.
They are: a liar; a palm

 tree; a pizza; a pair of shoes; 
a m

an nam
ed Titus; and, a lazy, over-eater.

H
old up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify 

them
. Better yet, put them

 up on your flannelgraph board, off to one 
side.

I need to know
:

1. W
hich FOUR pictures belong in the story and w

hich 
TW

O do NOT? 
2. W

ho repented of their sins and asked God for 
forgiveness? W

ho helped them
 do this?

Can you help m
e? Listen carefully to the story and 

you m
ight just hear the answ

ers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “O
k, D

eep D
ow

n D
etectives! Put on your best listening ears and 

see if you can hear the answ
ers to D

etective D
an’s questions. W

hen I finish 
telling the story, w

e w
ill see if w

e can answ
er all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.  At the 
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answ

ering them
. 

Present the gospel and close in prayer.
*A

nsw
ers to assignm

ent questions, the gospel and AC
TS prayer are also 

included at the end of the story text.*
 A

nsw
ers:

O
ur six clues w

ere: a liar; a palm
 tree; a pizza; a pair of shoes; a m

an 
nam

ed Titus; and, a lazy, over-eater.
1. W

hich four belong in our story? 
The liar; the palm

 tree; Titus; and, the lazy, over-eater.
2. W

ho repented of their sins and asked G
od for forgiveness? W

ho 
helped them

 do this?
M

any people in Crete. Paul helped them
 do this, by telling the gospel and 

preaching G
od’s W

ord. G
od’s H

oly Spirit helped them
 do this by w

orking in 
their hearts as they listened to Paul.

For You and M
e:

Just like the people in Crete, w
e have heard the good new

s of Jesus. Just like 
them

, G
od calls us to repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. G

od 
helped the people of Crete repent and believe. H

e can help us, too. A
sk H

im
 

to help you!

D
D

D
 3.4 Lesson 3  Listening A

ssignm
ent 



263

A
 L

ia
r

A
 P

al
m

 T
re

e

DDD 3.4 Lesson 3  Listening Assignment Clue Pictures, 1 and 2



264

D
D

D
 3

.4
  L

es
so

n 
3 

 L
is

te
ni

ng
 A

ss
ig

nm
en

t C
lu

e 
Pi

ct
ur

e 
2 

fo
r k

id
s

D
D

D
 3

.4
  L

es
so

n 
3 

 L
is

te
ni

ng
 A

ss
ig

nm
en

t C
lu

e 
Pi

ct
ur

e1
 fo

r k
id

s

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

Pl
ac

e 
in

D
D

D
“B

ib
le

”
#5

C

VI
SU

AL
 

AI
D

Pl
ac

e 
in

D
D

D
“B

ib
le

”
#5

C

VI
SU

AL
 

AI
D



265

A
 P

iz
za

A
 P

ai
r 

of
 S

ho
es
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DDD 3.14 Lesson 3  Listening Assignment Clue Pictures, 5 and 6
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