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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 3: The Good News of God, the Gospel

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Is the Gospel? It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ!
Unit Bible Verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Bible Truth 3 Concept: Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ...God Sent Jesus to Pay for the Sins of                
                                                  God’s People!

What a mess we have made in God’s good world! God is our good Maker and King, yet we have all chosen to 
disobey Him. Because God is good, He hates sin and He is right to punish our sins. We certainly deserve it! The 
punishment for sins is death--being separated from God and all His goodness forever. How sad!

But God is not only good; He is also very merciful. He treats us better than we deserve. That’s why God, Himself,  
made a way for us to be forgiven our sins and to become His people. God sent His own, dear Son, Jesus, to live 
the perfect life of love and obedience that we should live, but never do. On the cross, Jesus offered His perfect 
life to God as the full payment for sins, for all who turn away from their sins and trust in Him as their Savior. 
Jesus suffered and died in our place. Then on the third day, Jesus rose up from the dead, showing that He had 
really beaten sin and death! Jesus can be our Savior, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Him as 
our Savior. 

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Isaiah 53:5-6

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Learn a Little: “The punishment that brought us peace was upon him.”

Meaning
God is our good King and Creator and we should love and obey Him. But the sad news is that we all choose to 
disobey Him...and we all deserve His punishment.

Yes, we deserve His punishment, but God has loved us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to take the 
punishment that we deserve instead. Jesus lived a perfect life and chose to give it up to pay for our sins. On the 
cross, He suffered and died. He was pierced with nails in His hands and feet. He was pierced in His side with a 
sword. He took all of the punishment that we deserve from God for our sins so that we could be forgiven. Jesus 
made the way for us to have peace with God by suffering in our place.

Who did Jesus do this for? It is God’s free gift to all who put their trust in Jesus as their Savior and choose to live 
for Him. This gift can be for you, too! Ask God to help you. He loves to answer this prayer!

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being the good Creator and King of the world.

God, we confess rebelling against You and Your good ways. Too many times we choose to live life our own 
way instead of Yours. We need a Savior!

Thank You for being our good Creator and King. Thank You for making everything in the world for Your good 
purposes. Thank You for being so merciful to us! Thank You for offering us salvation through Jesus, when we 
repent of our sins and trust Jesus as our Savior. 

God, work in our hearts. Help us to turn away from disobeying You. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. 
Help us to obey Your good ways and bring You glory. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

A

C

T

S

Big Question 3, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                     p.1                                                      
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Big Question 3, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                 
Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Savior, from Start to Finish   
Genesis; The Gospels 

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Question 3 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World    John 3:16
Extra Big Question 3 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16 (version 2)
Extra Big Question 3 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16 (version 3)
Big Question 3 Hymn: And Can It Be, v.1 Refrain
Big Question 3 Praise Song: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: He Was Pierced    Isaiah 53:5

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 3: 

        W
hat Is the G

ospel?
        and the A

nsw
er is: 

       It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ!

M
eaning:

G
ospel m

eans “good new
s.” In the Bible, the gospel is the 

good new
s that G

od sent H
is Son Jesus to save sinners like 

you and m
e from

 the punishm
ent w

e deserve for our sins.  
That salvation is ours w

hen w
e turn from

 our sins and trust 
in Jesus as our ow

n Savior. N
ow

 that is good new
s indeed!                                            

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song:                                                

  Big Q & A
 3 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 3, track 12

(adapted version of “O
h, M

y D
arlin’ Clem

entine”)

W
hat’s the gospel?

W
hat’s the gospel?

Can you tell m
e w

hat it is?
It’s salvation through faith in Jesus,
That’s w

hat the gospel is.  (repeat)

D
D

D
 3  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 3 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It’s salvation through faith in Jesus Christ” is a good 
beginning, but there’s so m

ore to learn. So it’s tim
e for us to 

dig dow
n even deeper for m

ore answ
ers to our Big Q

uestion 
about G

od. W
e’re going to be learning FO

U
R Bible truths 

that all tell us m
ore about the w

onderful good new
s of G

od-
-the gospel.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our four Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the four truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned tw
o truths about the gospel. They are: 

“G
od m

ade us and w
e should obey H

im
” and, “W

e have 
all disobeyed G

od and deserve H
is punishm

ent” (point to 
pictures as you identify each Bible Truth). N

ow
 let’s look at 

our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w
e can figure out w

hich 
of these four truths w

e w
ill be learning about today. W

ho 
w

ould like to get it out of the Big Q
uestion Briefcase for m

e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hat Is the G

ospel? 
   It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ...
   G

od sent ___ to pay for the sins of G
od’s people!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat’s the nam

e of G
od’s Son?”

Can you guess? It’s “Jesus.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hat Is the G

ospel? 
  It’s Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ!
  G

od sent JESU
S  to pay for the sins of G

od’s people!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

W
hat a m

ess w
e have m

ade in G
od’s good w

orld! G
od is our 

good M
aker and King, yet w

e have all chosen to disobey H
im

. 
Because G

od is good, H
e hates sin and H

e is right to punish 
our sins. W

e certainly deserve it! The punishm
ent for sins 

is death--being separated from
 G

od and all H
is goodness 

forever. H
ow

 sad!

But G
od is not only good; H

e is also very m
erciful. H

e treats 
us better than w

e deserve. That’s w
hy G

od, H
im

self,  m
ade a 

w
ay for us to be forgiven our sins and to becom

e H
is people. 

G
od sent H

is ow
n, dear Son, Jesus, to live the perfect life 

of love and obedience that w
e should live, but never do. 

O
n the cross, Jesus offered H

is perfect life to G
od as the full 

paym
ent for sins, for all w

ho turn aw
ay from

 their sins and 
trust in H

im
 as their Savior. Jesus suffered and died in our 

place. Then on the third day, Jesus rose up from
 the dead, 

show
ing that H

e had really beaten sin and death! Jesus can 
be our Savior, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and 

trust in H
im

 as our Savior. 
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DDD 3.3  Bible Verse Picture--front
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Question 
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Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse
Remove  the Bible Verse Picture from the “Bible” folder and hold it up for all the children to see, then say:

Isaiah 53:5-6 tells us: 

Isaiah 53:5-6
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Learn a Little: “The punishment that brought us peace was upon him.”

What does that mean? 
God is our good King and Creator and we should love and obey Him. But the sad news is that we all choose 
to disobey Him...and we all deserve His punishment.

Yes, we deserve His punishment, but God has loved us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to take the 
punishment that we deserve instead. Jesus lived a perfect life and chose to give it up to pay for our sins. 
On the cross, He suffered and died. He was pierced with nails in His hands and feet. He was pierced in His 
side with a sword. He took all of the punishment that we deserve from God for our sins so that we could be 
forgiven. Jesus made the way for us to have peace with God by suffering in our place.

Who did Jesus do this for? It is God’s free gift to all who put their trust in Jesus as their Savior and choose to 
live for Him. This gift can be for you, too! Ask God to help you. He loves to answer this prayer!

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what Detective Dan wants us to help him 
figure out. Would someone like to get it out for me?”

“We’ve said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!” 

He Was Pierced: Isaiah 53:5
DDD NIV Songs 3, track 21

He was pierced, He was pierced,
He was pierced for our transgressions,
He was crushed, He was crushed,
He was crushed for our iniquities.

The punishment for our peace, was upon Him, upon Him,
And by His wounds, we are healed, we are healed.

He was pierced, He was pierced,
He was pierced for our transgressions,
He was crushed, He was crushed,
He was crushed for our iniquities.
Isaiah Fifty-three, verse five.

“Now it’s time to do a bit more deep down investigating. Let’s see what Detective Dan wants us to help him 
figure out. Would someone like to get it out for me?” DDD 3.3 Bible Verse Picture--Back
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1. Back in the very beginning, God created our w
orld. Heavens and 

earth, sky and seas. M
ountains and valleys, flow

ers and trees. 
Birds, fish, and anim

als, too. Then, best of all, God m
ade people, like 

m
e and you. A

nd it w
as all good. V

ERY good.

W
hy w

ere people the best of all that God created? Because God 
created people w

ith som
ething that no other earth creature had. 

He gave us a living spirit that could know
 and love Him

. That m
eant 

people could have a special closeness w
ith God that no one else 

could enjoy! 
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2. I’m
 sure it’s very fine to be a fast horse galloping across a 

grassy field; or, a proud eagle soaring on the w
ind, high up in the 

sky. 

I’m
 sure it w

ould be m
arvelous to tw

ist and spin like a dolphin in 
the ocean. A

nd don’t w
e all enjoy looking up at the beautiful stars 

at night or gazing at tall, snow
y m

ountains in the distance? 

But NONE of this is A
NYTHING as great as know

ing God and being 
close to Him

. That is the BEST thing anyone can ever enjoy. A
nd 

that’s w
hy the spirit God put inside people m

akes us so very 
special, indeed!
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3. God nam
ed the first m

an and w
om

an, A
dam

 and Eve. He gave 
them

 a beautiful garden hom
e w

ith everything they needed-- 
perfect food to eat, perfect jobs to do, and perfect friendship to 
enjoy w

ith each other. 

But the best thing about life in that special garden w
asn’t anything 

that A
dam

 and Eve could put in their m
ouths, or do w

ith their hands, 
or even enjoy w

ith each other. The best thing w
as som

ething they 
couldn’t even see or touch. A

nd it all had to do w
ith that spirit God 

gave them
. 
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4. The best thing in that garden w
as the very special closeness 

A
dam

 and Eve had w
ith God. It w

as “Perfect W
onderfulness.”

It w
as “Perfect”, because there w

as no sin in A
dam

 and Eve’s hearts 
that blocked it. A

nd, it w
as “W

onderfulness,” because it w
as far 

better than A
NYTHING w

e can im
agine. 

“Perfect W
onderfulness”-- know

ing, loving, trusting and obey
ing 

God com
pletely. A

nd God sharing His love and show
ing Him

self 
to A

dam
 and Eve in a w

ay that deeper and better than any of 
us has ever know

n. In the beginning, life w
ith God w

as “Perfect 
W

onderfulness.” It could have stayed this w
ay forever, but did it?
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5. No, the “Perfect W
onderfulness” did NOT last forever. 

Satan, God’s enem
y, cam

e into the Garden. He tem
pted A

dam
 and 

Eve to doubt God and His goodness. His plan w
orked. Right there, in 

the m
iddle of that beautiful garden of love, A

dam
 and Eve stopped 

trusting God and chose to rebel against Him
 instead. 
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6. W
hat w

ould God do? There w
as only one thing that He COULD do. 

You see, God is GOOD and HOLY. He hates sin. It is BA
D. So, God did 

w
hat He m

ust: He punished A
dam

 and Eve for their disobey
ing. 

Life in God’s perfect w
orld w

as broken. Now
, there w

ould be sin, 
sadness, sickness, and death. Life in the Garden w

as broken, too. 
A

dam
 and Eve lost their perfect food and jobs and  friendship w

ith 
each other. 

W
orst of all, they lost their Perfect W

onderfulness, their very 
special closeness w

ith God that w
ould’ve gone on forever. W

hat a 
lot A

dam
 and Eve lost that sad day! 
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7.  But there w
as som

ething that A
dam

 and Eve did NOT lose on that 
day. They did NOT lose God’s love. 

God, in His great love and m
ercy, w

as not finished w
ith them

 or 
His w

orld. He had alw
ays know

n w
hat w

ould happen. A
nd He had 

alw
ays planned for it. He w

ould NOT lose His people. He w
ould SAV

E 
them

 from
 their sins; and He, Him

self, w
ould do it. 
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8. So, on that very day, God gave A
dam

 and Eve a prom
ise. He 

w
ould send a Savior to crush the enem

y. He w
ould w

in back the 
Perfect W

onderfulness for them
. He w

ould w
in back the Forever 

Life w
ith Him

 that He had created them
 to enjoy. 

Yes, He w
ould w

in it all back, through the Savior He w
ould send. W

e 
know

 His nam
e, don’t w

e? That Savior w
ould be Jesus, God’s ow

n 
Son. 
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9. A
dam

 and Eve had a fam
ily. Their children had children, too. They 

w
ere just like A

dam
 and Eve. They had tw

o eyes, tw
o ears, tw

o legs, 
and tw

o arm
s. One head w

ith one nose and one m
outh. They even 

had that special heart m
ade to know

 and love God. 

But sadly, their hearts w
ere broken w

ith sin, also just like A
dam

 and 
Eve’s. They A

LL chose to disobey God and they A
LL deserved His 

punishm
ent. How

 sad!
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10. But there w
as good new

s, too. 

Though they all disobeyed God and their hearts w
ere broken w

ith 
sin, som

e rem
em

bered God’s prom
ise to crush their enem

y. They 
trusted in God and looked forw

ard in faith to the day w
hen the 

Savior w
ould com

e--Jesus, God’s ow
n Son.
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11. God’s plan to send the Savior began to unfold. 

God chose A
braham

 and his fam
ily to be the ones to prepare the 

w
orld for the Savior. God told A

braham
 that all people w

ould be 
blessed through som

eone w
ho w

ould be born into his fam
ily one 

day. That som
eone w

ould be the Savior, Jesus, God’s ow
n Son. 

But first, God prepared A
braham

’s fam
ily to be ready for this 

Savior. He grew
 A

braham
’s fam

ily into a big nation. He rescued them
 

from
 their enem

ies. He gave them
 His good law

s to live by and a 
beautiful land to live in.
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12. Life as God’s special people in God’s prom
ised land could have 

alw
ays been w

onderful. But, A
braham

’s fam
ily w

ere sinners, like 
everyone else since A

dam
 and Eve disobeyed God. Som

etim
es, they 

did obey God; and oh, how
 they enjoyed His great blessings w

hen 
they did! But m

any tim
es they w

orshipped fake gods. A
nd then, 

they received God’s loving discipline.
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13. W
hen they kept refusing to obey, God’s discipline becam

e m
ore 

painful. How
 God loved His people! He sent them

 far aw
ay from

 their 
hom

e to w
ork for their enem

ies. They w
ere so sad. They m

issed 
the good hom

e and the good life He had given them
. 

At last, their hearts changed. They w
ere sorry they had disobeyed 

God. They w
anted to turn back to Him

. God sent them
 good new

s: 
one day He w

ould bring them
 back hom

e. A
nd one day, He w

ould 
send a Savior. That Savior w

ould be Jesus, God’s ow
n Son. Those 

w
ere His prom

ises. 
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14. God kept His prom
ises. He brought A

braham
’s fam

ily back hom
e. 

A
nd then, at just the right tim

e, God sent the Savior to be born in 
Bethlehem

 --Jesus, God’s ow
n Son.
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15. Jesus grew
 up. He taught about God and did m

any am
azing 

things. He lived a perfect life—- the life that A
dam

 and Eve and all 
of us w

ere supposed to live, but never did. Jesus show
ed that He 

w
as God’s Son, the Savior. 

But Jesus didn’t just com
e to SHOW

 us that He w
as the Savior. He 

cam
e to BE the Savior. Jesus w

ould m
ake the w

ay for us to have 
special closeness w

ith God again. He w
ould pay for our sins, so 

that through Him
, w

e could enjoy Perfect W
onderfulness w

ith God 
forever. 

But, oh, w
hat a terrible w

ay it m
ust all happen!
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16. Sin couldn’t be paid for w
ith m

oney. Sin even couldn’t be paid for 
by Jesus living a perfect life in our place. 

No, sin could only be paid for by Jesus living a perfect life, and then 
Him

 GIV
ING IT UP for sinful people, like us. He took their punishm

ent. 
He died the death that w

e deserved! That w
as the only w

ay! 

So, that’s w
hat Jesus did. He suffered and died on the cross as 

the perfect sacrifice for the sins of God’s people.. He w
as their 

substitute. He w
as their paym

ent!
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17. How
 Jesus hurt that day as He suffered and died for people like 

you and m
e! How

 m
uch God loved us that He w

ould pay for our sins, 
Him

self, through His Son, Jesus! 

A
s Jesus died on the cross, His last w

ords w
ere, “It is finished.” But 

w
hat w

as finished? W
as it just His life that w

as finished? Or could He 
m

ean som
ething m

ore?
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18. Later that day, som
e m

en took Jesus’ body to be buried in a cave 
grave in a garden. That looked like the end. But w

as it?
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19. On Day One and Tw
o, Jesus’ body stayed in that cave-grave. 

But som
ething am

azing happened on Day Three. Jesus rose up 
from

 the dead in victory. He w
as alive! Jesus had really beaten sin 

and death! 

That’s w
hat He had finished that day He suffered and died on 

the cross. A
ll those sins w

ere paid for. The w
ay back to Perfect 

W
onderfulness w

ith God w
as m

ade! 
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20. Now
, all w

ho turn aw
ay from

 their sins and trust in Jesus as 
their Savior can becom

e God’s poeple. God has forgiven their sins 
through Jesus. 

Right here on earth, they get to enjoy a bit of special closeness w
ith 

God, through God’s Holy Spirit living in their hearts. A
nd one day, 

w
hen they die, they w

ill go to enjoy full, Perfect W
onderfulness 

w
ith God forever. 

Perfect W
onderfulness. Perfect Forever. A

ll of that can be ours, 
because Jesus, the Savior, cam

e. Thank You, Jesus!  
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