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I3. Paul packed his things, said goodbye to the believers, and left Ephesus that very day. “Surely
this would clean up the mess in Ephesus,” the leaders thought. But those leaders were wrong.
Paul had gone, but that book-- the Word of God-- certainly had not! The new believers would go
on reading and learning from it. God would go on using it fo change them: fo love Him and to love
others more. And God's people would boldly go on feling others the good news of Jesus. The
mess in Ephesus was far from cleaned up. It was there to stay. And that was a very good thing!
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The Case of the Marvelous Mess Acts I9; Ephesians
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Detective Dan's
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Assignment #2

Psalm 119:97-98, ESV

“Oh how llove your law! It is my meditation all the day. Your
commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is
ever with me.”

l. Who learned to love God's laws and wanted to live by

them? Many people in Ephesus who listened to Paul preach
God's Word.

2. What did they stop doing because they loved God's laws
and wanted to live by them? They set their magical books
on fire and they stopped buying statues and going tfo the
big worship parties for Artemis and the other fake gods.

For You and Me:

God's laws are so good. They feach us how God wants us
to live. God can use them to help us to live for Him. God
wants us to meditate (think about) His laws, foo. His Holy
Spirit can work in our hearts and help us to live by them. He

promises fo help all who turn from their sins and trust in
Jesus as their Savior:
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What's So Special about the Bible?
It Alone Is God's Word...
God uses it to change His peoplel
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: Paul preached God's Word fo the people of Ephesus. God worked in the hearts of mqny
&

<« as they listened. Paul fold them how Jesus, God's Son, came fo live a perfect . = 3
‘ < _ life, then offered it up on the cross as the perfect payment for sins. On -";

-3 the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He had redlly beat sin : <

L " and death for God's people. 2

LY - Paul fold the people of Ephesus that they could be God's people, too, if they -
€ « turned away from their sins and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. - «
"« God used His Word to save and change many people in =

! Ephesus. He can use His Word to help us fo save us and e

¥~ change us, foo. Ask Him fo use His Word to save and change -
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A Prayer

A We praise you, God, for giving us Your powerful Word. You are able to
change us.

C God, we know that we disobey You and should change, but sometimes
we don't want to. Please forgive us. We need a Savior!

T Thank You for dll the ways You can change us through Your Word. Thank
You that You can help us fo love You and live for You.

S Work deep inside our hearts as we hear Your Word! Help us to turn
away from disobeying You (repent) and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
Change us so that we love You more and more.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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