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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 1, 

Bible Truth 3

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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UNIT 1: The God Who Reveals Himself

Unit Big Question (and Answer): “How Can I Know What God Is Like? He Shows Me What He’s Like!”

Unit Bible Verse: “For behold, He who formed the mountains, creates the winds, and declares to man what is 
His thought. The LORD, the God of hosts, is His name.”  Amos 4:13  ESV 

Bible Truth 3 Concept: God Shows Me What He’s Like...in the Bible, the perfect Word of God!

The Bible is God’s Word. God used many people to write down His Word just right. The Bible is filled with stories 
about God, His plans, and the wonderful things He has done for us. When we read the Bible, God shows us 
what He is like and fills our hearts with truth about Him. We see how great God is, how good God is, and how 
wonderful is His love for people like you and me! 

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Psalm 119:18,72-73

“Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law... The law of your mouth is better to me than 
thousands of gold and silver pieces. Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I 
may learn your commandments.”

Learn a Little: “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”

Meaning:

These Bible verses are a prayer for God to work in our hearts and minds when we hear His Word, the Bible. We 
need God’s help to understand His Word and to obey it. God loves to answer prayers like these. Ask Him! He 
can help you, too!

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

We praise You, God, that You show us what You are like!  We praise you for being the Giver of Your Word, the 
Bible.     

God, You show us in the Bible who You are and how You want us to live, but many times we don’t act like we 
want to know You. Many times we don’t obey Your good ways. We need a Savior!

Thank You for wanting us to know You. Thank You for giving us the Bible to know You and Your good ways 
better.

Work deep inside our hearts, so we can know more and more of You! Help us to know what You are like when 
we hear Your Word, the Bible. Help us to turn away from disobeying You and trust in Jesus as our Savior.  
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Word on Wheels
      Acts 8

A

C

T

S

Big Question 1, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                            P.1                                                         
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Q & A 1 Song
Big Question 1 Song
Big Question 1 Bible Verse Song: The LORD Declares   Amos 4:13, ESV
Extra Big Question 1 Bible Verse Song: He Who Declares His Thought    Amos 4:13, ESV
Extra Big Question 1 Bible Verse Song: He Who Forms the Mountain  Amos 4:13, ESV
Extra Big Question 1 (Unit) Bible Verse Song: Behold    Amos 4:13, ESV
Extra Big Question 1 (Unit) Bible Verse Song: For Behold   Amos 4:13, ESV 
Big Question 1 Hymn: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Big Question 1 Praise Song: Oh! Oh! Oh! How Good is the Lord

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse Song: Open My Eyes    Psalm 119:18,72-73, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

For complete lesson plan, many activities, and take-home sheets, see the Core Curriculum book for this unit. 
This is available through Amazon as hard copies, or free downloads through the praisefactory.org website.

Big Question 1, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                                p.2
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 1: 

        H
ow

 Can I Know
 W

hat G
od Is Like?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       H

e Show
s M

e W
hat H

e’s Like!

M
eaning:

“G
od m

ade us. H
e w

ants us to know
 w

hat H
e is like so w

e 
can know

 H
im

, love H
im

, and praise H
im

. 

G
od show

s us w
hat H

e is like by the heart H
e gave us to know

 
and love H

im
; through all of H

is creations w
e see around us; 

through H
is W

ord, the Bible; and m
ost of all, through H

is 
very ow

n Son, Jesus Christ.”

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 1 Song 

   
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 1, track 12
(adapted version of “This Is the W

ay W
e W

ash O
ur Clothes”)

H
ow

 can I know
 w

hat G
od is like,

G
od is like, G

od is like?
H

ow
 can I know

 w
hat G

od is like?
H

e show
s m

e w
hat H

e’s like!

D
D

D
 1.3  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back



129

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

#2Vi
su

al
 

Ai
d

D
D

D
 1

 U
ni

t A
ll 

Bi
bl

e 
Tr

ut
hs

--
Fr

on
t



130

D
D

D
 1 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“G

od show
s m

e w
hat H

e’s like” is a good beginning, 
but there’s so m

ore to learn. So it’s tim
e for us to 

dig dow
n even deeper for  m

ore answ
ers to our Big 

Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re going to be learning 

FO
U

R Bible truths that all tell us som
ething about 

how
 G

od show
s us w

hat H
e’s like. 

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our 
four Bible truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/
Briefcase?“   Choose a child to get it out and hand it to 
you, then hold it up and show

 them
 the pictures w

ith 
the four truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look, say...
 “O

k, w
e’ve learned tw

o w
ays G

od show
s us w

hat 
H

e’s like already. They are: G
od show

s m
e w

hat H
e’s 

like through the heart H
e gave m

e to know
 and love 

H
im

; G
od show

s m
e w

hat H
e’s like in everything I see 

all around m
e (point to pictures as you identify each 

Bible Truth). 

N
ow

 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue and see if w
e 

can figure out w
hich of these four truths w

e w
ill be 

learning about today. W
ho w

ould like to get it out of 
the Big Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible 
Truth Clue and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 1, Bible Truth 3--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“H
ow

 D
o I Know

 W
hat G

od Is Like? 
   H

e Show
s M

e W
hat H

e’s Like...
   in the ???? , the perfect W

ord of G
od!

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat is the nam

e of the book that is G
od’s 

W
ord?”

Can you guess? It’s the Bible!

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“H
ow

 D
o I Know

 W
hat G

od Is Like? 
  H

e Show
s M

e W
hat H

e’s Like...
  in the BIBLE, the perfect W

ord of G
od.”

A
nd here w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

The Bible is G
od’s W

ord. G
od used m

any people to w
rite 

dow
n H

is W
ord just right. The Bible is filled w

ith stories 
about G

od, H
is plans, and the w

onderful things H
e has done 

for us. W
hen w

e read the Bible, G
od show

s us w
hat H

e is like 
and fills our hearts w

ith truth about H
im

. W
e see how

 great 
G

od is, how
 good G

od is, and how
 w

onderful is H
is love for 

people like you and m
e! 
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ur

 h
an

ds
 h

av
e 

m
ad

e 
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d 
fa

sh
io

ne
d 

m
e;

 g
iv

e 
m

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
at

 I 
m

ay
 le

ar
n 

yo
ur

 
co

m
m

an
dm

en
ts

.” 
--

- 
Ps

al
m

 119
:18

,72
-7

3, 
ES

V
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D
D

D
 1.3 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse

Rem
ove  the Bible Verse Picture from

 the “Bible” folder and hold 
it up for all the children to see, then say:

Psalm
 119:18,72-73 tells us: 

Psalm
 119:18,72-73, ESV

“O
pen m

y eyes, that I m
ay behold w

ondrous things out of 
your law

... The law
 of your m

outh is better to m
e than thou-

sands of gold and silver pieces. Your hands have m
ade and 

fashioned m
e; give m

e understanding that I m
ay learn your 

com
m

andm
ents.”

Learn a Little: “O
pen m

y eyes, that I m
ay behold w

ondrous 
things out of your law

.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
These Bible verses are a prayer for G

od to w
ork in our hearts 

and m
inds w

hen w
e hear H

is W
ord, the Bible. W

e need G
od’s 

help to understand H
is W

ord and to obey it. G
od loves to 

answ
er prayers like these. A

sk H
im

! H
e can help you, too!

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s hear w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure 

out. W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”

W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

Open M
y Eyes:

Psalm
 119: 18,72-73

D
D

D
 ESV Songs 1, track 26

O
pen m

y eyes that I m
ay behold,

W
ondrous things out of your law

.
O

pen m
y eyes that I m

ay behold,
W

ondrous things out of your law
.

The law
 of your m

outh is better to m
e,

Than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.
Your hands they m

ade m
e and fashioned m

e.
G

ive m
e understanding, 

That I m
ay learn your com

m
andm

ents.

O
pen m

y eyes that I m
ay behold,

W
ondrous things out of your law

.
O

pen m
y eyes that I m

ay behold,
W

ondrous things out of your law
.

Psalm
 O

ne-nineteen, eighteen, 
seventy tw

o and three.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s hear w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure 

out. W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”
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1. God used m
any godly people to w

rite dow
n His w

ords in the Bible. 
They w

rote dow
n the great things God did for His people. They 

w
rote dow

n His plans and prom
ises, too. 

Best of all, they w
rote dow

n the gospel: the good new
s that Jesus 

cam
e to pay for God’s people’s sins, so they could know

 God in their 
hearts now

, and one day, go to live w
ith Him

 in heaven forever.
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2. Philip read God’s prom
ises in the Bible. He w

as one of Jesus’ tw
elve, 

closest friends. 

For three years, Philip listened to Jesus teach from
 the Bible and 

w
atched the am

azing things He did. Philip saw
 Jesus die on the 

cross, then rise from
 the dead in victory. 

Philip put his trust in Jesus. He believed that Jesus w
as God‘s Son, 

the Savior God prom
ised to send to save His people.
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3. It had been God’s good plan to send Jesus to be the Savior. Now
 it 

w
as tim

e to share the good new
s w

ith everyone. 

“Go into all the w
orld and tell everyone w

hat I’ve done,” Jesus said. 
“Teach them

 how
 they can becom

e God’s people,” He told Philip and 
the others. 

So, that’s w
hat they did. They started by telling the good new

s of 
Jesus in Jerusalem

, but they didn’t stop there.
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4. Soon, m
any w

ent to faraw
ay places to share the gospel. Philip 

w
ent to land called Sam

aria.
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5. One day, God sent an angel to give Philip a special job. “Philip, the 
Lord w

ants you to w
alk dow

n the old road to Gaza.” 

That w
as strange! A

lm
ost no one took that old road anym

ore; but, 
Philip obeyed God. 

Soon, Philip saw
 a chariot w

ith an im
portant m

an in it: the Treasurer 
of Ethiopia. (He took care of all the m

oney for Queen Candace.) A
nd 

he w
as reading the Bible!



81



82

 6. “Run up and talk to that m
an,” the Holy Spirit told Philip. Philip 

obeyed. A
s Philip got close, he heard the m

an reading one of God’s 
prom

ises about Jesus. 

“Do you understand w
hat you are reading?” Philip asked. 

“No, I don’t. W
ill you ride w

ith m
e and explain it to m

e?” the m
an 

asked. 

So, Philip clim
bed into the chariot and began to tell the m

an the good 
new

s of Jesus. A
nd as Philip shared, the Holy Spirit w

orked in the 
m

an’s heart.
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7. The m
an heard the good new

s of Jesus, and he believed! 

Right then and there, God changed that m
an’s life. His sins w

ere 
forgiven and the Holy Spirit filled his heart. 

“Stop the chariot!” the m
an said as they passed a stream

. “Here’s 
w

ater. Please baptize m
e! I choose to live a new

 life for God,” the 
m

an said. 

Philip and the m
an w

aded into the w
ater and Philip baptized him

.
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  8. The Ethiopian m
an w

ent rejoicing on his w
ay in his chariot. 

He knew
 the prom

ises of God’s W
ord and w

hat they m
eant. He 

believed in Jesus and had becom
e one of God’s people. Now

, he 
could go hom

e to A
frica and share the good new

s of Jesus w
ith 

others there!
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