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Simple Story Scenes

Unit 13, 

Bible Truth 6

DEEP DOWNDEEP DOWN
DETECTIVESDETECTIVES
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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 13: The God Who Sustains
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God’s People Keep Believing in Him? It Is God’s Sustaining Grace!
Unit Bible Verse: “Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous 
to be moved.”   --Psalm 55:22 

Bible Truth 6 Concept: It Is God’s Sustaining Grace... God Uses His People to Strengthen and Comfort     
                                                                                                                  Each Other!

No matter who we are, we all go through times of need. Sometimes, we are learning something new, and we 
need help learning how to do it. Sometimes, we are going through something that is very sad or very hard, and 
we need comfort and strength. God loves to help His people all the time, especially in their times of need.  He 
uses His Word, the Bible, to guide and comfort them. His Holy Spirit strengthens them inside their heart. But 
God also helps His people through their prayers and comfort for each other.

God’s people comfort each other by reminding one another that God is always with them and how great and 
good He is. They read the Bible to each other and hold on to His wonderful promises to take care of them. 
They pray for each other, asking God to give them wisdom, strength, and joy; and, to rescue them from their 
troubles. They ask God to use their hard and sad times for their good and to bring glory to His name. 

God loves to sustain His people through their comfort and prayers for one another. It is a wonderful display of 
His love both to His people and to others who watch how God’s people love and care for one another. We, too, 
can become God’s people when we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, He can use us to 
comfort others in this special way, too.

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4,10-11, ESV

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the 
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God…On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us 
again. You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us 
through the prayers of many.”  

Learn a Little: “We comfort those in any affliction, with the comfort we are comforted by God.”

Meaning

God loves His people so much! He is full of mercy and compassion. He cares about their sadnesses and troubles, 
and He comforts them. Many times, God uses His people to comfort each other. They listen to each other. They 
encourage each other and pray. They remind each other of God’s promises. They help each other turn away 
from disobeying God. No wonder God’s people praise Him for giving them each other! He uses them to show 
His love to each other and to keep on believing in Him their whole lives. We can become God’s people when 
we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 6 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being the Comforter and Strength of Your People. You help them comfort and 
strengthen each other. 

We confess that many times we forget to pray for others who are struggling with hard or sad times. Many 
times, we don’t take time to comfort and strengthen others who are struggling. We need a Savior!

Thank You, God, for the comfort God’s people receive from You through how they help and pray for each 
other.

Work in our hearts that we might turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Help us to comfort 
others with Your Word and by praying for them. Use us to help others in their times of need. Help others to 
see Your love and kindness as we comfort and pray for each other. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

A

C

T

S

Big Question 13, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts                                          p.1                                                      



316

Bible Truth 6 Story

The Case of the Prayed-for Prisoner     
     Philippians 

Songs Used in Bible Truth 6

Big Q & A 13 Song
Big Question 13 Song: Why Do God’s People Keep Believing in Him?
Big Question 13 Bible Verse Song: Christ Once Suffered for Sins    1 Peter 3:18, ESV
Extra Big Question 13 Bible Verse Song: For Christ Suffered Once for Sin 
Extra Big Question 13 Bible Verse Song: For God So Loved the World  John 3:16, ESV
Big Question 13 Hymn: To God Be the Glory, v.1
Big Question 13 Praise Song: Blessed Be the Name
Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse: Blessed Be the God and Father 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, ESV
Bible Truth 6 Extra Bible Verse: Praise be to the God and Father   2 Corinthians 1:3-4,10-13, NIV 1984 
Bible Truth 6 Extra Bible Verse: Help Us  2 Corinthians 1:13, ESV 
Bible Truth 6 Extra Bible Verse: Let Us Hold Fast the Confession  Hebrews 10:23-25
Bible Truth 6 Extra Bible Verse: Encourage One Another  1 Thessalonians 5:11-15, ESV
Bible Truth 6 Extra Bible Verse: Build One Another Up  1 Thessalonians 5:11-15, ESV 

Big Question 13, Bible Truth 6 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see,

 and say:The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 13: 

        W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race!

M
eaning:

A
ll people enjoy m

any good things and suffer m
any bad 

or sad things in this w
orld. Enjoying good things or going 

through bad things m
ake som

e people turn aw
ay from

 G
od. 

They love the good things too m
uch or get m

ad at G
od for 

the bad things that happen. 

But that’s not w
hat happens w

ith G
od’s people. They have 

put their trust in Jesus. They w
ant to love G

od m
ost of all, 

even m
ore than the good things they enjoy. They trust G

od 
and H

is good plans, even as they go through bad or sad 
things.  

W
hat m

akes the difference? It’s G
od and H

is sustaining grace! 
That is, H

is gifts of strength to help us keep on believing in 
H

im
 and living for H

im
. G

od w
ill alw

ays give H
is people w

hat 
they need! H

e w
ants them

 to depend on H
im

 and H
e loves 

for them
 to ask for H

is help. H
e w

ill never fail them
. G

od w
ill 

help you like this, too, if you turn aw
ay from

 your sins and 
put your trust in Jesus.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 13 Song 

   
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 13, track 12
(adapted version of “This O

ld M
an”)

W
hy do G

od’s people keep 
believing in G

od?
A

nd w
hy do G

od’s people 
keep living for H

im
?

Because G
od sustains them

, 
yes, G

od alone,
That’s w

hy G
od’s people keep 

believing in G
od.

D
D

D
 13  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 13 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race” is a good beginning, but there’s 

so m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper 

for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re 

going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell us m
ore 

about G
od’s sustaining grace.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our six Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the six truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned five truths about how
 G

od sustains H
is 

people. They are: “G
od A

lone Sustains H
is People,” “G

od, the 
Father, Prom

ises to H
elp H

is People,” “Jesus Provides G
od’s 

People w
ith Everything They N

eed to Live for G
od,” “The 

H
oly Spirit W

orks Inside of G
od’s People,” and, “G

od’s W
ord 

Feeds G
od’s People.”  (point to pictures as you identify each 

Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and 
see if w

e can figure out w
hich of these six truths w

e w
ill be 

learning about today. W
ho w

ould like to get it out of the Big 
Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 13, Bible Truth 6--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
G

od U
ses H

is ???? to Strengthen and Com
fort Each 

O
ther!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “This w
ord is another w

ord for lots of m
en, 

w
om

en, boys and girls. It starts w
ith a “P” and it rhym

es w
ith 

“Steeple.”

Can you guess? It’s “PEO
PLE.”

So, the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
G

od U
ses H

is ???? to Strengthen and Com
fort Each 

O
ther!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

N
o m

atter w
ho w

e are, w
e all go through tim

es of need. 
Som

etim
es, w

e are learning som
ething new

, and w
e need 

help learning how
 to do it. Som

etim
es, w

e are going 
through som

ething that is very sad or very hard, and w
e 

need com
fort and strength. G

od loves to help H
is people 

all the tim
e, especially in their tim

es of need.  H
e uses H

is 
W

ord, the Bible, to guide and com
fort them

. H
is H

oly Spirit 
strengthens them

 inside their heart. But G
od also helps H

is 
people through their prayers and com

fort for each other.

G
od’s people com

fort each other by rem
inding one another 

that G
od is alw

ays w
ith them

 and how
 great and good H

e 
is. They read the Bible to each other and hold on to H

is 
w

onderful prom
ises to take care of them

. They pray for each 
other, asking G

od to give them
 w

isdom
, strength, and joy; 

and, to rescue them
 from

 their troubles. They ask G
od to use 

their hard and sad tim
es for their good and to bring glory to 

H
is nam

e. 

G
od loves to sustain H

is people through their com
fort and 

prayers for one another. It is a w
onderful display of H

is love 
both to H

is people and to others w
ho w

atch how
 G

od’s 
people love and care for one another. W

e, too, can becom
e 

G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn from

 our sins and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior. Then, H

e can use us to com
fort others in this 

special w
ay, too.
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D
D

D
 13.6 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 6 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

2 Corinthians 1:3-4,10-11 tells us: 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4,10-11, ESV
“Blessed be the G

od and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
m

ercies and G
od of all com

fort, w
ho com

forts us in all our affl
iction, 

so that w
e m

ay be able to com
fort those w

ho are in any affl
iction, 

w
ith the com

fort w
ith w

hich w
e ourselves are com

forted by G
od…

O
n 

him
 w

e have set our hope that he w
ill deliver us again. You also m

ust 
help us by prayer, so that m

any w
ill give thanks on our behalf for the 

blessing granted us through the prayers of m
any.”  

Learn a Little:
“W

e com
fort those in any affl

iction, w
ith the com

fort w
e are com

forted 
by G

od.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
G

od loves H
is people so m

uch! H
e is full of m

ercy and com
passion. H

e 
cares about their sadnesses and troubles, and H

e com
forts them

. M
any 

tim
es, G

od uses H
is people to com

fort each other. They listen to each 
other. They encourage each other and pray. They rem

ind each other 
of G

od’s prom
ises. They help each other turn aw

ay from
 disobeying 

G
od. N

o w
onder G

od’s people praise H
im

 for giving them
 each other! 

H
e uses them

 to show
 H

is love to each other and to keep on believing 
in H

im
 their w

hole lives. W
e can becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn 

aw
ay from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

Blessed Be the God 
and Father: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

D
D

D
 ESV Songs 13, track 37

Blessed be the G
od and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Blessed be the G

od and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Father of m

ercies and G
od of all com

fort, 
Blessed be the G

od, blessed be the G
od,

Blessed be the G
od and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the G
od and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Com

forts us in all our affl
iction,  

That w
e m

ay com
fort those, 

In any affl
iction, In any affl

iction,
W

ith the com
fort w

ith w
hich w

e’re com
forted by G

od.
The Father of m

ercies and G
od of all com

fort, 
Blessed be the G

od, blessed be the G
od,

Blessed be the G
od and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Second Corinthians Chapter O

ne, verses three and four.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to 

get it out for m
e?”
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1. “Oh no! Paul is in prison again for telling people about Jesus!” the 
believers in Philippi exclaim

ed. 

Prisoners w
eren’t taken care of very w

ell. They depended on 
friends on the outside to give them

 w
hat they needed. Paul m

ight be 
cold or hungry. He could be sick or lonely. He could be discouraged 
and scared. 

W
ho w

as there to help Paul, the believers in Philippi w
ondered.
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2. God uses His people to help each other keep on living for Him
 and 

believing in Him
. He uses them

 to com
fort them

 and take care of 
their needs, too. These Philippians w

anted to be part of God helping 
Paul. 

“W
E m

ust help Paul!” the believers in Philippi decided. 

But w
hat could THEY do for him

? How
 could THEY help him

? They 
w

ere in Philippi, and he w
as hundreds of m

iles aw
ay in Rom

e. How
 

could God use THEM
, to help PAUL, from

 so far aw
ay? 
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3. The Philippians knew
 w

hat they could do! They could pray for 
Paul. Perhaps they w

ere far aw
ay from

 Paul, but God w
asn’t. He 

w
as w

ith Paul all the tim
e and He could do A

NYTHING! 

They could ask God to w
ork in the heart of Nero, the Rom

an leader, 
that he w

ould free Paul. They could ask God to keep Paul from
 getting 

sick. They could ask the Holy Spirit to com
fort Paul w

ith God’s W
ord 

and help him
 stay strong in his faith. Yes, there w

as so m
uch the 

Philippians could do for Paul sim
ply by pray

ing for him
, right there 

in Philippi. 

But there w
as som

ething ELSE the Philippians could do for Paul. They 
could send a gift of m

oney to him
. 
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4. The believers in Philippi w
eren’t rich, but they loved Paul. He w

as 
the one w

ho cam
e to their city and shared the gospel w

ith them
. 

Dow
n by the river, Paul had told them

 the good new
s of Jesus for 

the first tim
e. M

any, like Lydia, heard and believed. 
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5. But Paul’s good new
s m

ade others very angry. They had soldiers 
arrest Paul and his friend, Silas. They hurt them

 and threw
 them

 
into jail in chains. 

Paul suffered like this, so the Philippians m
ight hear about Jesus. He 

risked his life that God m
ight save theirs! 

Now
 it w

as their turn to do som
ething for Paul, even if it w

as very 
hard.
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6. So, the believers w
orked together to save m

oney to send to Paul. 

M
any chose to do w

ithout things they needed. “No, thank you, just 
one loaf of bread. No, thank you, only three fish, today,” w

as heard 
around the m

arketplace, as som
e m

ay have chosen to have a little 
less food on their tables, so they could give m

ore to Paul. 

“Sheep for sale, goats for sale,” others yelled out at the m
arketplace. 

These chose to sell som
e of their ow

n things to get m
oney to give 

Paul. 

At last, enough m
oney w

as collected.
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7. Now
, there w

as another problem
. W

ho w
ould take the m

oney all 
the w

ay to Paul in Rom
e?

“I’ll take it,” a godly m
an nam

ed Epaphroditus offered. “I’ll take the 
m

oney and stay and help Paul,” he said.

The Philippians prayed for Epaphroditus and sent him
 on his w

ay 
w

ith their gift. 

W
alk! W

alk! W
alk! Epaphroditus m

ade the long trip from
 Philippi to 

Rom
e. There w

ere no cars, trains, or planes back then. It w
ould 

have taken w
eeks for Epaphroditus to get there, but he w

as happy 
to do it. Paul had done so m

uch for them
. Epaphroditus w

as eager 
to see Paul and help him

.
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8. At last, Epaphroditus m
ade it to the big city of Rom

e. 

Past the tem
ples of the fake, Rom

an gods, through the busy 
m

arketplace, and dow
n the w

inding streets, w
ent Epaphroditus. 

Finally, he found the house w
here Paul w

as being held prisoner.

“Knock, knock, knock,” Epaphroditus knocked on the door of the 
little, prison house. “Creak,” the door opened. Epaphroditus looked 
in and w

hat did he see?
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9. There w
as Paul, chained to a soldier. He w

as an old m
an, now

. His 
body w

as sick and hurting. 

But even so, Paul w
as joyful. He w

as still living for God and telling 
people about Jesus. He had even shared the gospel w

ith the soldiers 
w

ho guarded him
. Som

e w
ere becom

ing Christians! W
hat good new

s 
this w

as!
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10. Epaphroditus stayed and cared for Paul a long tim
e. 

He used the Philippian’s m
oney gift to buy Paul food and the other 

things he needed. He shared w
ith Paul about the Philippians and 

how
 they still cared for him

 and w
ere pray

ing for God to help him
. 

Oh, how
 w

onderful it w
as to have a friend to com

fort and care for 
him

! Paul loved hearing how
 the believers in Philippi w

ere doing. 

The Lord strengthened him
 as he and Epaphroditus talked about 

the Lord and prayed together. W
hat com

fort God brought Paul 
through this one m

an! Paul w
as so happy!
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11. At last, it w
as tim

e for Epaphroditus to go. 

Paul gave Epaphroditus som
ething to take back to the believers 

in Philippi. He w
anted to thank and encourage them

. W
hat could a 

poor, old m
an in jail give them

 that w
ould do that? A

 letter! That’s 
w

hat! 

So, Paul got out a piece of paper and started w
riting. W

hen he 
finished, he rolled it up and gave it to Epaphroditus. Then, off w

ent 
Epaphroditus, back hom

e. 

How
 sad Paul m

ust have been to see him
 go. Yet, how

 happy Paul 
w

ould be for the Philippians to read his letter!
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12. W
alk, w

alk, w
alk. W

eek after w
eek, Epaphrodius traveled. At last, 

he m
ade it hom

e to Philippi. 

The believers gathered together and Epaphroditus read Paul’s 
letter to them

. 

This is w
hat Paul w

rote: 
“Dear Philippians, 
I thank m

y God every tim
e I rem

em
ber you. In all m

y prayers for 
you, I pray w

ith joy because of your partnership in the gospel 
from

 the first day until now
,” Paul said.
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13. ”I w
ant you to know

 that it’s been good for the gospel for m
e to 

be in prison. 

I’ve been able to tell m
any people about Jesus, including all the soldiers 

w
ho stand guard over m

e. It m
akes m

e happy that so m
any people 

are hearing about Jesus,” Paul told them
. 

“Even though life in prison is hard, I am
 full of joy. God is helping m

e 
by your prayers and by His Holy Spirit living in m

e. God w
ill help m

e 
to keep on living for Him

 and telling others about Jesus,” Paul w
rote. 
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14. “A
nd one day, God w

ill take m
e hom

e to be w
ith Him

 in heaven 
forever. That w

ill be best of all.” 

“Until then, I w
ill be pray

ing for you. I w
ill pray that God strengthen 

you by His Holy Spirit, just as He is strengthening m
e. I w

ill pray that 
He w

ould give you joy; and, that you w
ill keep on living for Him

 and 
telling others the good new

s of Jesus. 

“One day, I hope to be freed from
 prison and com

e visit you again” 
M

ay Jesus give you strength, Paul.”
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15. W
hat happened to Paul after Epaphroditus left? 

The Lord had prom
ised that Paul w

ould stand before Caesar Nero, 
the great, Rom

an king, him
self. A

nd so, he did! Nero heard Paul’s 
case, and no doubt, Paul w

ould have even tried to share the good 
new

s of Jesus w
ith him

, too. 
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16. A
nd, w

hile Nero did NOT becom
e a Christian, he did free Paul 

from
 prison. The LORD had answ

ered the Philippian’s prayers! Paul 
w

as free to spread the good new
s of Jesus once m

ore. 

A
nd, though Paul probably never got to see his dear friends in 

Philippi again, he w
ould never forget them

. God had used them
 to 

give him
 strength and com

fort w
hen he needed it the m

ost. 
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17. But oh, how
 sw

eet w
ould be the m

eeting of these dear friends in 
heaven, one day! 

They had loved each other so w
ell on earth, and now

, they w
ould 

get to go on loving each other forever and ever! 

A
nd that’s w

hat they are doing, even now
!
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