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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum
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Unit 13: The God Who Sustains
Unit Big Question (and Answer): Why Do God’s People Keep Believing in Him? It Is God’s Sustaining Grace!

Unit Bible Verse: “Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall. “
                                    --Psalm 55:22

Bible Truth 3 Concept: It Is God’s Sustaining Grace... Jesus Provides God’s People with Everything 
                                                                                                                  They Need to Live for God!

God wants His people to love Him and live for Him. He wants them to love Him with all their heart, mind, and 
strength. He wants them to love others as themselves. He wants them to be holy, like He is holy. 

God’s people want to love God and live for Him. They know that they bring glory to God when they do, and 
they want to bring Him glory that more than anything else. But God’s people are sinners with sinful hearts. They 
are often afraid, weak, and tempted to disobey God. How can they ever live the lives God wants them to live? 

Jesus is how! God not only saved His people through Jesus, but He also promises to give them everything they 
need to live the lives He wants them to live through Jesus. The Bible tells us that right now in heaven, Jesus is 
always praying for God’s people that they would glorify God and fulfill God’s plans for their lives. Jesus’ prayers 
for God’s people are always answered with a yes! Jesus will always give them everything they need for life and 
godliness. It is His promise. What a wonderful Savior Jesus is! We can become God’s people and receive all that 
we need to love and serve God, too, when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Hebrews 4:15-16
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. “

Learn a Little    “Let us approach the throne of grace with confidence, that we may find help in time of need.”

Meaning

Jesus reigns in heaven as the king over all creation and as the high priest for God’s people. What does Jesus do 
for God’s people as their high priest? He listens to their prayers and understands how hard it can be to say “no” 
to disobeying God. He prays for them, and He promises to give them everything they need to live for God and 
do all He wants them to do. 

God’s people know they can always pray and ask Jesus to help them. They know He loves to help them in their 
weakness. He loves to give them the strength they need to love God and live for Him. That’s why they go boldly 
and confidently to Jesus with their prayers. He will always help them! We can be God’s people, too, when we 
turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

Bible Truth 3 ACTS Prayer

Jesus, we praise You for being the Son of God, the Giver of all the grace God’s people need to live God’s way.

We confess that many times we don’t want to do what You want us to do, or we feel too weak to do it. We 
forget that if we are God’s people (those who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus), we can depend on 
Jesus to always give us the grace we need to live God’s way. We need You to be our Savior!

Thank You, Jesus, for always giving Your people the grace they need to live God’s way. Thank You for promising 
to be praying for all who trust in You, even now, as You rule in heaven.

Work in our hearts that we would turn from our sins and trust in You, Jesus, as our own Savior. Help us to love 
one another, and to love God God and live for Him, every day of our lives.
 In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

A

C

T

S

Big Question 13, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                          p.1                                                      
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Bible Truth 3 Story

The Case of the Man in the Middle   
     Leviticus 6,16; Matthew 27; Hebrews 1-5,9,10,18

Songs Used in Bible Truth 3 

Big Q & A 13 Song
Big Question 13 Song: Why Do God’s People Keep Believing in Him?
Big Question 13 Bible Verse Song: Cast Your Cares on the LORD    Psalm 55:22, NIV 1984
Big Question 13 Extra Bible Verse Song: The LORD Your God Is with You    Zephaniah 3:17, NIV 1984
Big Question 13 Hymn: Jesus Paid It All, v.1
Big Question 13 Praise Song: I Will Sing of the Mercies

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse: Let Us Then Approach   Hebrews 4:16, NIV 1984

Big Question 13, Bible Truth 3 Overview: Key Concepts                                                    p.2                                                

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page 



195

D
D

D
 1

3 
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

an
d 

A
ns

w
er

 S
ig

n 

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

#1VI
SU

AL
AI

D



196

The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see,

 and say:The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 13: 

        W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race!

M
eaning:

A
ll people enjoy m

any good things and suffer m
any bad 

or sad things in this w
orld. Enjoying good things or going 

through bad things m
ake som

e people turn aw
ay from

 G
od. 

They love the good things too m
uch or get m

ad at G
od for 

the bad things that happen. 

But that’s not w
hat happens w

ith G
od’s people. They have 

put their trust in Jesus. They w
ant to love G

od m
ost of all, 

even m
ore than the good things they enjoy. They trust G

od 
and H

is good plans, even as they go through bad or sad 
things.  

W
hat m

akes the difference? It’s G
od and H

is sustaining grace! 
That is, H

is gifts of strength to help us keep on believing in 
H

im
 and living for H

im
. G

od w
ill alw

ays give H
is people w

hat 
they need! H

e w
ants them

 to depend on H
im

 and H
e loves 

for them
 to ask for H

is help. H
e w

ill never fail them
. G

od w
ill 

help you like this, too, if you turn aw
ay from

 your sins and 
put your trust in Jesus.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 13 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 13, track 12

(adapted version of “This O
ld M

an”)

W
hy do G

od’s people keep 
believing in G

od?
A

nd w
hy do G

od’s people 
keep living for H

im
?

Because G
od sustains them

, 
yes, G

od alone,
That’s w

hy G
od’s people keep 

believing in G
od.

D
D

D
 13  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 13 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race” is a good beginning, but there’s 

so m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper 

for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re 

going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell us m
ore 

about G
od’s sustaining grace.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our six Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the six truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned tw
o truths about how

 G
od sustains H

is 
people. They are: “G

od A
lone Sustains H

is People” and, “G
od, 

the Father, Prom
ises to H

elp H
is People.” (point to pictures 

as you identify each Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s look at our Bible 
Truth Clue sign and see if w

e can figure out w
hich of these 

six truths w
e w

ill be learning about today. W
ho w

ould like to 
get it out of the Big Q

uestion Briefcase for m
e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 13, Bible Truth 3--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
Jesus Provides G

od’s People w
ith Everything They N

eed 
to  ????  for G

od!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “This w
ord m

eans to try to please G
od w

ith 
your w

hole life. It starts w
ith an “L” and it rhym

es w
ith “give.”

Can you guess? It’s “LIVE.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
Jesus Provides G

od’s People w
ith Everything They N

eed 
to  LIV

E  for G
od!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

G
od w

ants H
is people to love H

im
 and live for H

im
. H

e w
ants 

them
 to love H

im
 w

ith all their heart, m
ind, and strength. H

e 
w

ants them
 to love others as them

selves. H
e w

ants them
 to 

be holy, like H
e is holy. 

G
od’s people w

ant to love G
od and live for H

im
. They know

 
that they bring glory to G

od w
hen they do, and they w

ant 
to bring H

im
 glory that m

ore than anything else. But G
od’s 

people are sinners w
ith sinful hearts. They are often afraid, 

w
eak, and tem

pted to disobey G
od. H

ow
 can they ever live 

the lives G
od w

ants them
 to live? 

Jesus is how
! G

od not only saved H
is people through Jesus, 

but H
e also prom

ises to give them
 everything they need to 

live the lives H
e w

ants them
 to live through Jesus. The Bible 

tells us that right now
 in heaven, Jesus is alw

ays praying for 
G

od’s people that they w
ould glorify G

od and fulfill G
od’s 

plans for their lives. A
nd, that by H

is divine pow
er, Jesus w

ill 
alw

ays give G
od’s people everything they need for life and 

godliness. W
hat a w

onderful Savior Jesus is!

W
e can becom

e G
od’s people and receive all that w

e need 
to love and serve G

od, too, w
hen w

e turn aw
ay from

 our sins 
and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

Let Us Then A
pproach:

Hebrew
s 4:15-16

D
D

D
 N

IV Songs 13, track 21

Then us then approach,
A

pproach the throne of grace,
W

ith confidence, w
ith confidence,

So w
e m

ay receive m
ercy and find grace,

To help us in our tim
e of need.

Then us then approach,
Then us then approach,
Then us then approach,
The throne of grace,
H

ebrew
s Chapter Four, sixteen.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to 

get it out for m
e?”

D
D

D
 13.3 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 3 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for 

all the children to see, then say:

H
ebrew

s 4:15-16 tells us: 

H
ebrew

s 4:15-16
 “For w

e do not have a high priest w
ho is unable to sym

pathize w
ith 

our w
eaknesses, but w

e have one w
ho has been tem

pted in every w
ay, 

just as w
e are--yet w

as w
ithout sin. Let us then approach the throne of 

grace w
ith confidence, so that w

e m
ay receive m

ercy and find grace to 
help us in our tim

e of need.” 

Learn a Little: “Let us draw
 near to the throne of grace, that w

e m
ay 

find help in tim
e of need.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
Jesus reigns in heaven as the king over all creation and as the high 
priest for G

od’s people. W
hat does Jesus do for G

od’s people as their 
high priest? H

e listens to their prayers and understands how
 hard it 

can be to say “no” to disobeying G
od. H

e prays for them
, and H

e prom
-

ises to give them
 everything they need to live for G

od and do all H
e 

w
ants them

 to do.

G
od’s people know

 they can alw
ays pray and ask Jesus to help them

. 
They know

 H
e loves to help them

 in their w
eakness. H

e loves to give 
them

 the strength they need to love G
od and live for H

im
. That’s w

hy 
they go boldly and confidently to Jesus w

ith their prayers. H
e w

ill al-
w

ays help them
! W

e can be G
od’s people, too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay 
from

 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see 

w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone 

like to get it out for m
e?”
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1. Do you know
 w

hat a holiday is? It’s a day w
hen people stop their 

w
ork and get together to celebrate som

ething special. 

W
hat holidays can you think of? New

 Year’s Day or 4th of July?  
Christm

as or Easter?
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2. W
ell, God’s people in the Bible celebrated holidays, too. Perhaps 

you have heard of som
e of them

. 

There w
as the Passover, w

hen they celebrated how
 the LORD 

rescued His people from
 being slaves in Egypt.
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3. There w
as the Feast of the Tabernacles, w

hen they celebrated 
God taking care of His people as they crossed the dry w

ilderness 
and brought them

 to live in the Prom
ised Land. 

These holidays w
ere days to look back and celebrate w

hat good 
things God had done for them

. There w
as so m

uch to celebrate! 
God had been so good to them

!
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4. But, the Day of Atonem
ent w

as the m
ost im

portant holiday that 
God’s people celebrated. 

“Atonem
ent” is a big, Bible w

ord that m
eans “pay

ing for sins so w
e 

can be God’s people.” W
ithout atonem

ent, the people could not stay 
God’s people. 

A
nd that m

ade the Day of Atonem
ent the m

ost im
portant day of 

the w
hole year. 
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5. You see, God is all good. He is holy. But God’s people, long ago, w
ere 

sinners, just like you and m
e. They had all disobeyed God. They had 

all broken their friendship w
ith Him

.

None of them
 deserved to be God’s people. Do you know

 w
hat they 

deserved instead? They deserved to be forgotten by God, not loved, 
or helped by Him

. They deserved His punishm
ent. 
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6. How
 could such people becom

e God’s people? Only through 
atonem

ent. Only a special w
orship gift given to God could pay for 

their sins and allow
 them

 to be His people. 

A
nd this w

asn’t even a w
orship gift the people could take to God, 

them
selves! They had to have a special PERSON to take it for them

 
to a special M

EETING PLACE, in a very special W
AY. 

The special m
eeting place w

as called the Tabernacle. It w
as the place 

of God’s special presence here on earth. A
nd the special person 

w
as called the High Priest. 

This w
as the only w

ay they could stay near God as His people. 
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7. Here’s the special w
ay the high priest had to present the w

orship 
gift. 

The high priest had to prepare him
self very carefully. God w

as 
holy. He w

as not. He m
ust do everything just right if he w

ere to m
eet 

w
ith God and his w

orship gift be accepted. 

First, he w
ashed him

self from
 top to bottom

. Scrub, scrub, scrub! 
Then, he w

ent inside the Tabernacle and put on his special Atonem
ent 

Day clothes, clothes that he only w
ore this one day of the year. 

He had a special, w
hite shirt, robe, and pants. A

round his w
aist, he 

w
rapped a special, w

hite belt; and, on his head, he put a special, 
w

hite hat. These clothes w
ere so special that they w

ere alw
ays 

kept in the Tabernacle.
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8. A
fter the high priest had w

ashed and dressed like this, it w
as 

tim
e for him

 to intercede (pray) for the people. 

The people gathered outside the Tabernacle and w
atched as the 

high priest w
ent in and out of the Tabernacle tw

o tim
es. Each tim

e, 
he prepared a special w

orship gift and took it to present to the 
LORD. 
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9. The first gift w
as for the high priest’s ow

n sin. He took it into 
the Tabernacle and w

ent behind the beautiful curtain covered in 
cherubim

 at the back. 

This tiny room
 w

as called the M
ost Holy Place. In it w

as the A
rk of 

the Covenant, a golden box w
ith tw

o, cherubim
 angels bending over 

its cover. 

Inside the A
rk w

ere the Ten Com
m

andm
ents, the 10 Big, Law

s God 
had given through M

oses for His people to obey. The M
ost Holy 

Place w
as w

here God prom
ised to receive the high priest’s w

orship 
gifts and hear him

 intercede for (pray) the people. 
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10. Standing in front of the A
rk w

as like standing before God in 
heaven. 

The high priest sprinkled som
e of the w

orship gift onto the A
rk, 

then prayed, “Forgive m
e, LORD, so I can com

e before You and pray 
for the people,” as he offered his w

orship gift.
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11. Next, the high priest w
ent back out and prepared the w

orship gift 
for the people. Then, once m

ore, he w
ent into the M

ost Holy Place 
and sprinkled som

e of this w
orship gift onto the A

rk.

This tim
e, he prayed for the people. “Forgive Your people’s sins. Be 

near us. Keep us close to You, so w
e can be Your people another 

year. LORD, help Your people,” he prayed, as he offered the w
orship 

gift for them
.
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12. W
hen he finished offering these gifts, the high priest took off his 

w
hite clothes and put his regular, high priest clothes back on. 

Then, he w
ent outside the Tabernacle and the people w

atched as he 
offered tw

o m
ore w

orship gifts upon the big, fiery, bronze altar 
that stood near the Tabernacle. 

These w
ere burnt offerings, one for the high priest and one for 

the people. Once m
ore, he prayed for the LORD to receive these 

offerings and keep them
 as His people. 
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13. A
nd then it w

as all done, at least until the next year. The LORD had 
accepted the w

orship gifts. He had m
ade the w

ay for His sinful 
people to stay near Him

 as His dearly-loved people for another 
year. 

How
 grateful the people w

ere for this plan that the LORD had set 
up!  How

 they needed that high priest, that m
an in the m

iddle! He 
w

as the only w
ay they could stay near the LORD as His people!



163



164

14. For hundreds of years, God’s people saw
 one high priest after 

another com
e and go into that M

ost Holy Place. Each offered the 
special gifts. Each prayed the special prayers asking God to be 
near His people, to provide for them

, and to forgive their sins for 
another year. 

W
hy did those high priests have to go back, year after year? W

hy 
couldn’t they just go in once and m

ake one, big w
orship gift for 

the people for all tim
e? W

ell, it w
as because there w

as som
ething 

w
rong w

ith every single one of those high priests and every single 
one of the w

orship gifts they offered. They w
eren’t good enough 

to forgive the sins of God’s people! 
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15. You see, all those m
en m

ay have scrubbed their skin until it w
as 

shiny clean. They all m
ay have w

orn special, w
hite clothes. A

nd, 
they all m

ay have gone into the M
ost Holy Place on the right day, in 

just the right w
ay. 

But the problem
 w

as that underneath it all, every one of those high 
priests had som

ething bad in their hearts, just like everyone else. Do 
you know

 w
hat it w

as? 

It w
as sin! 
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16. By God’s law
, only a PERFECT high priest, w

ith NO SIN, bringing a 
PERFECT w

orship gift w
ould be good enough for God to forgive sins. 

Only this kind of high priest could truly intercede for the people and 
have God answ

er his prayers for the people. 

That’s w
hy all these high priests and their w

orship gifts w
ere just 

tie-overs until the perfect, REA
L high priest w

ith the perfect, FINA
L 

w
orship gift cam

e. THIS high priest w
ould put an end to the w

orship 
gifts forever. He w

ould pray for God’s people and His prayers 
w

ould last forever. 

But W
HERE w

ould the people ever find a perfect high priest w
ith a 

perfect w
orship gift? W

as there no hope for God’s people?
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17. Yes, there w
as hope! There w

ould never be a perfect high priest 
or a perfect w

orship gift am
ong the people, but God w

ould send 
them

 one from
 heaven: His perfect Son, Jesus! 
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18. Yes, Jesus cam
e from

 heaven to be born a baby. He w
as God’s 

Son, but now
 he w

as a hum
an, too, the son of M

ary. 
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19. Jesus didn’t stay a baby. He grew
 up, up, up to be a m

an. A
nd 

w
ith every day of His life, Jesus alw

ays loved God and kept all of 
God’s law

s. 



175



176

20. Jesus w
as perfect! A

nd because He w
as perfect, He could be 

the perfect high priest God planned Him
 to be. 

Here, at last, w
as the One w

ho could be the final M
iddle M

an. He 
could present a w

orship gift for the sins of God’s people that w
ould 

last forever. 

But w
here w

ould Jesus get the needed w
orship gift? It had to be 

just as perfect as He w
as. There w

as only One w
ho could be that 

perfect, w
orship gift. It w

as Jesus, Him
self. Yes, Jesus w

ould be not 
just the perfect high priest, but the perfect w

orship gift for sin, too. 
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21. A
nd that’s just w

hat Jesus did, though it w
as so very hard. Jesus 

w
ent to the cross to suffer and die. He gave His ow

n life as the 
perfect w

orship gift, the perfect paym
ent, for the sins of God’s 

people, once and for all tim
e! 
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22. A
nd, w

hile the other high priests took their w
orship gifts into 

the Tabernacle, behind the cherubim
 curtain, to sprinkle on the A

rk 
of God’s presence here on earth, Jesus took His w

orship to a very 
different place. 

W
hen Jesus died, He w

ent up to heaven and stood before the real 
cherubim

 and God, His Father. A
nd there, Jesus presented His very 

life as the one, final, perfect w
orship gift for all of God’s people. 

A
nd do you think God accepted it? He certainly did! Now

, God’s people 
w

ill alw
ays be near to God as His dearly-loved people. 
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23. Rippppp! That beautiful curtain in front of the M
ost Holy Place 

split in tw
o w

hen Jesus died. The true high priest had com
e and 

m
ade atonem

ent. God and His people could be together now
.
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24. A
nd on the third day, Jesus proved it, w

hen He rose from
 dead. 

God had accepted Jesus’ perfect w
orship gift. He had beaten sin 

and death for God’s people.
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25. Then, Jesus rose up to heaven to rule. 

He’s there, even now
. A

nd He STILL continues to be the M
an in the 

M
iddle, the great high priest, for all of God’s people. 

A
ll day, all night, all the tim

e, not just once a year, Jesus is interceding 
(pray

ing) for them
. A

nd guess w
hat God’s answ

er to all of Jesus’ 
prayers for them

 is? 
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26. It’s alw
ays “Yes and A

m
en!” 

Yes, your sins are forgiven, FOREV
ER! Yes, everything you need to 

live for God w
ill be given, FOREV

ER! Yes, you w
ill alw

ays be close to 
God and He w

ill be close to you! 

Jesus m
akes sure that God’s people keep on believing in and living 

for God their w
hole lives. He gives them

 everything they need to live 
for God! W

hat a w
onderful high priest God’s people have in Jesus! 

Thank You, God, for sending Your Son to be the M
an in the M

iddle 
that w

e need!
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