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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 11, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 1                                                       
Big Question 11: How Can We Be Saved?
                Answer: It Is God’s Free Gift... When We Tell God Our Sins and Turn Away from Them!
Bible Truth 1 Meaning

We are all sinners who disobey God. We hear God’s laws from the Bible, and we know that we have broken them. We hear 
how we are supposed to love God and His good ways, and we know that we do not. We hear about God’s punishment for 
sin, and we know that we deserve it. But God is so merciful! He has provided a way to save us from His punishment. How? 
God wants us to tell (confess) our sins to Him and ask for His forgiveness through His Son, Jesus, who died on the cross to 
take the punishment for the sins of God’s people. And, God wants us to turn away from a life of disobeying Him and ask Him 
to help us to live for Him instead (that’s what it means to repent of our sins.) If we do these things, God promises to forgive 
our sins and make us His very own people. We will get to know Him in our hearts by His Holy Spirit now. And one day, when 
we die, we will go to live perfectly happily with Him forever.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    --1 John 1:8-9, ESV  

Some Questions for You   

1. Who are sinners? We all are.
2. When we hear God’s big rules, His laws, what do we know? That we have broken them.
3. When we hear we are supposed to love God and His good ways, what do we know? That we do not love Him or His good 
ways as we should.
4. When we hear about God’s punishment for sin what do we know? That we deserve it.
5. Does God want us to have His punishment for sin? No, He does not. He wants to save us.
6. How can we be saved? By telling Him our sins, turning away from wanting to disobey Him; and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.
7. What does God promise to do when we trust Jesus as our Savior? Forgive our sins, make us His very own people, and give 
us special closeness with Him now and forever.

Let’s Pray!

God, we praise You for being faithful and just, and able to forgive our sins.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who need You to save us. We can never be acceptable to You on our own. We 
need Jesus to save us!

Thank You, God, for being willing to forgive all our sins, when we confess them, turn away from them, and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Show us our sins and our need for Jesus to save us. Help us to confess our sins to You and turn 
away from them. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! Make us Your adopted children who love 
You and whom You will love forever.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing about What We’re Learning! 

Big Q & A 11 Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 11, track 12 
(adapted version of “Here We Go Looby Loo”

How can we be saved?
How can we be saved?
How can we be saved?
It is God’s free gift!

Big Question 11 Action Rhyme Song from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 11, track 13                         

Refrain:
How can we be saved? 
How can we be saved?
How can we be saved? 
It’s God’ free gift.
How can we be saved? 
How can we be saved?
How can we be saved? 
It’s God’s free gift through Christ.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 11 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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Verse 2
Jesus, He paid the price, the perfect sacrifice,
On the cross, gave His life, 
Bought us eternal life,
Takes away all our sin,
Makes our hearts clean within, 
When we repent and believe in Him.   Refrain   

Verse 1
I disobey God, I need a Savior,
You disobey God, You need a Savior,
We all disobey God, We need a Savior. 
To save us from our sins.    Refrain                          
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 11, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 2                                                      
Big Question 11: How Can We Be Saved?
                Answer: God’s Laws Are Perfect... When We Tell God Our Sins and Turn Away from Them!

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    --1 John 1:8-9, ESV  

Learn a Little: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful to forgive our sins.”

Meaning

This verse reminds us that we are all sinners. We deceive ourselves if we think we are not. But, the good news is, that if we 
admit we are sinners and confess our sins to God, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and save us through 
Jesus.

Some Questions for You

1. If we say we are without sin, who do we deceive (who are we fooling)? Ourselves.
2. Who is faithful to forgive our sins, if we confess them to Him? God is. 
3. What does God purify us from when we confess our sins to Him? All unrighteousness. That means He treats us as if we have 
never disobeyed Him.
4. What do we need to do for God to forgive our sins? We need to confess our sins to God, telling Him that we know that we 
have disobeyed Him and deserve His punishment. We need to turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. God 
promises to forgive the sins of all who do!

Let’s Pray!

God, we praise You for being faithful and just, and able to forgive our sins.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who need You to save us. We can never be acceptable to You on our own. We 
need Jesus to save us!

Thank You, God, for being willing to forgive all our sins, when we confess them, turn away from them, and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Show us our sins and our need for Jesus to save us. Help us to confess our sins to You and turn 
away from them. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! Make us Your adopted children who love 
You and whom You will love forever.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Sing Our Bible Verse!

If We Say We Have No Sin   1 John 1:8-9                                              
from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 11, tracks 17                       

If we say we have no sin,
If we say we have no sin,
If we say we have no sin,
We deceive ourselves, 
And the truth is not in us.

But...If we confess our sins...
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
Faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
Faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
And to cleanse us from,
All unrighteousness.  

First John One, verses eight and nine.
Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for Unit 11 to get the Bible story and many more resources and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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Deep Down Detective Devotion: Unit 11, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 3                                                       
Big Question 11: How Can We Be Saved?
                Answer: It Is God’s Free Gift... When We Tell God Our Sins and Turn Away from Them!
Bible Truth 1 Meaning

We are all sinners who disobey God. We hear God’s laws from the Bible, and we know that we have broken them. We hear 
how we are supposed to love God and His good ways, and we know that we do not. We hear about God’s punishment for 
sin, and we know that we deserve it. But God is so merciful! He has provided a way to save us from His punishment. How? 
God wants us to tell (confess) our sins to Him and ask for His forgiveness through His Son, Jesus, who died on the cross to 
take the punishment for the sins of God’s people. And, God wants us to turn away from a life of disobeying Him and ask Him 
to help us to live for Him instead (that’s what it means to repent of our sins.) If we do these things, God promises to forgive 
our sins and make us His very own people. We will get to know Him in our hearts by His Holy Spirit now. And one day, when 
we die, we will go to live perfectly happily with Him forever.

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    --1 John 1:8-9, ESV  

Some Questions for You   

1. What did Zacchaeus have? Just about everything that money could buy.
2. What did Zacchaeus want that money couldn’t buy? He wanted God’s forgiveness.
3. What kinds of bad things did Zacchaeus do to get all his money? Good food, a nice house, beautiful clothes, and just about 
whatever else he wanted.
4. What special place was Zacchaeus not allowed to go to because of the bad things he did? The place to worship God.
5. Why did Zacchaeus climb the tree? He was too short to see Jesus and no one would make a place for him along the road.
6. What did Jesus tell Zacchaeus to do? To come down from the tree and take Him to his house to be his guest.
7. What did Jesus offer Zacchaeus? Forgiveness from his sins.
8. What did Zacchaeus do that showed that he really had turned away from his sins and trusted in Jesus as his Savior? He 
promised to pay back all the people whose money he had wrongly taken.
9. Who worked in Zacchaeus’ heart so that he would be changed? The Holy Spirit.
10. How can we have God’s forgiveness for our sins? By turning away from our sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.

Let’s Pray!

God, we praise You for being faithful and just, and able to forgive our sins.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who need You to save us. We can never be acceptable to You on our own. We 
need Jesus to save us!

Thank You, God, for being willing to forgive all our sins, when we confess them, turn away from them, and trust in Jesus 
as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Show us our sins and our need for Jesus to save us. Help us to confess our sins to You and turn 
away from them. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! Make us Your adopted children who love 
You and whom You will love forever.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Let’s Praise God Right Now!

Big Question 11 Hymn: Grace that Is Greater than All Our Sin  from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 11, track 15

Verse 1
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin.
Words: Julie H. Johnston  Music: Daniel B. Towner

Big Question 11 Praise Song: Blessed Be the Name   from Deep Down Detectives ESV Songs 11, track 16  

All praise to Him who reigns above 
In majesty supreme.
Who gave His Son for man to die,
That He might man redeem!

DDD BQ11 BT 1 L3 Coloring Sheet/Take Home pg2
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Blessed be the name,
Blessed be the name,
Blessed be the name of the Lord;
Blessed be the name,
Blessed be the name,
Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Go to the Deep Down Detectives Parent Resources for 
Unit 11 to get the Bible story and many more resources 
and songs for this unit at praisefactory.org
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DDD Unit 11, Bible Truth 1 Story for Take Home

Deep Down Devotions: Unit 11, Bible Truth 1 Story Concepts                                    P.1                                                        
The Case of the Changed Climber

Luke 19:1-9

Dear Parents,
Big Question #11 is: “How Can We Be Saved?” Your child is learning that “It Is God’s Free Gift... When We Tell God Our 
Sins and Turn Away from Them.” 

Here’s a copy of the Bible story they are learning along with the “Listening Assignment” for each lesson. These 
assignments provide a different teaching emphasis for each lesson, helping the children dig deeper into each 
Bible truth. They match up with your child’s take home for each lesson. We hope that these resources help your 
family to dig down deeper into the truths of God’s Word!” Happy digging!

*many more resources for this Big Question came be found online at www.praisefactory.org*

Listening Assignments

“Hey, Kids! Detective Dan, here. Listen carefully to the story and help me answer these questions:

Detective Dan’s Lesson #1 Listening Assignment:
I need to find out:
1. Who was the climber and why did he climb?
2. How did he change?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is 1 John 1:8-9, ESV
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    

I need to find out:
1.Who wanted to confess his sins and be forgiven by God?
2. Who didn’t think he should be forgiven? Who did think he should be forgiven?

Detective Dan’s Lesson #3 Listening Assignment:
I found six clues, but only 4 of them are in the story.
Our six clues were: a tree, a cow, a bag of money, a king, an umbrella, and yummy food.
Hold each of them up for the children to see as you identify them.

I need to figure out:
1. Which four belong in the story and which two don’t? 
2. Who confessed their sins to God and was forgiven? Who gave back the money he had stolen?

Read the assignment questions, THEN SAY, 
“Ok, Deep Down Detectives! Put on your best listening ears and see if you can hear the answers to Detective Dan’s 
questions. When I finish telling the story, we will see if we can answer all the questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, answer questions, present the gospel and lead in prayer. 
Answers to questions; the gospel; and, ACTS prayer are included with the story text. 
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Bible Story for Big Question 11, Bible Truth 1                                                           P.2                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

The Case of the Changed Climber Luke 19:1-9 

Zacchaeus was a rich, rich, rich man! He could have lots of fine clothes. He could have a big, big house. 
He could eat all the yummiest foods. He could buy all the nice things he liked. Yes. Zacchaeus could have 
almost anything he wanted because he was so rich.

But even though Zacchaeus could have almost ANYTHING he wanted, and almost ANYTHING money could 
buy, there was something that Zacchaeus did NOT have. It was something money could NOT buy. 

What do you think Zacchaeus wanted that money could not buy?

Zacchaeus wanted God to forgive his sins. 

Now, we know that no one deserves God’s forgiveness of their sins. We have all disobeyed God. We all 
deserve His punishment. But to many, Zacchaeus ESPECIALLY didn’t deserve to have his sins forgiven. 

You see, Zacchaeus had chosen to work for Caesar, the big king in Rome. Caesar’s soldiers had taken over 
Israel, the country where Zacchaeus and the other people lived. And one of the big things Caesar wanted 
from the people in Israel was MONEY. TAX MONEY.

The people of Israel hated to give the Roman king tax money, and most of them refused to help him collect 
it. But not Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus loved money and when the king offered to give him lots of money to 
collect taxes, Zacchaeus agreed. 

“Zacchaeus, collect my tax money, and any extra you get, you can keep for yourself,” the big, Roman king 
promised.

So, that’s what Zacchaeus did. He became the head tax collector in the important city of Jericho. Zacchaeus 
and his men worked to get lots of money for Caesar and for themselves. Zacchaeus set up a booth along 
the road outside of Jericho. He stopped everyone along the road and made them pay taxes on their 
things.”Stop! No one passes by without paying the king’s tax,” demanded Zacchaeus and his men. They 
did the same thing to the people of Jericho. Zacchaeus and his men knocked on every door. “Bang, bang, 
bang! Pay your tax money right now,” they ordered everyone. 

Rich people, poor people. Healthy people, sick people. Everyone was ordered to pay, no matter how hard 
it was for them. No one wanted to pay. Many couldn’t pay.  But that didn’t stop Zacchaeus. He and his men 
took soldiers with them to do whatever was needed to make people pay. So, pay they did, the amount 
Caesar wanted for his taxes, and a lot more that Zacchaeus and his men kept for themselves. Zacchaeus 
didn’t mind if the people were scared. He didn’t mind if he took too much money or made their lives sad. 
He didn’t care what happened to anyone else. He only wanted more money for himself.

So, that’s how Zacchaeus got to be so rich, rich, rich. And that’s why people of Jericho and many others, 
thought Zacchaeus ESPECIALLY didn’t deserve God‘s forgiveness.

“How could God forgive someone like Zacchaeus”, they exclaimed. “He such a mean old greedy bully. 
Surely there is no forgiveness for someone like that!” 

What do you think? Were the people right? Could Zacchaeus ever find God’s forgiveness?
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Bible Story for Big Question 11, Bible Truth 1                                                           P.3                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

You might think all that money made Zacchaeus happy, and perhaps it did for a while. You see, fine clothes, 
a big, big house, yummy food, nice things are wonderful to have; but in the end, all those good things are 
never enough. 

Why do you think all those good things would never be enough to make Zacchaeus happy?

Why? Because God made us to know, love, and obey Him. He, alone, can make us truly happy. 

And that’s why deep down in his heart, Zacchaeus was very UN-happy, even with all that money and those 
nice things. They would never be enough to satisfy him. 

What was worse, Zacchaeus knew God’s laws, and he knew that he had broken them. He had done many 
terrible things to the people in his town and the people who passed along the road. He had hurt those 
people and now they hated him. 

Zacchaeus knew that he had chosen to turn away from God and His good ways. He had rebelled against 
God and deserved His punishment. It seemed like there was no way for Zacchaeus to come back to God 
now. Why, a man who had done such bad things wasn’t even allowed to go in the worship house to worship 
God! How could a man this bad ever find forgiveness from God? Surely, there was no way!

Do you think there was no way for a bad man like Zacchaeus to come to God?

But there WAS a way to be forgiven. God had made a way through His Son, Jesus, as Zacchaeus found out 
one day.

Jesus and a crowd of people were passing through Jericho on the way to the big city of Jerusalem.

“Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!” the exciting news spread throughout the town. Many gathered along 
the side of the road to see Jesus, squeezing together until there was no more room. Everyone wanted to 
hear Jesus teach about God and watch Him do amazing things by God’s great power. 

Zacchaeus tried to join the crowd to see Jesus, too, but no one would make room for him. Zacchaeus stood 
behind the crowd and tried to look over their heads, but he was such a short, little man that he couldn’t see 
anything. Oh, if someone would just let him through to the front so he could see Jesus, too! But why would 
people help HIM after all the terrible things he had done? 

“I must see Jesus! I must see Jesus!” Zacchaeus thought. He would not give up. Up! Why that was it. 
Zacchaeus had an idea.

What do you think Zacchaeus was going to do?

Zacchaeus would climb up a tree, then he could see Jesus without anyone getting in his way. 

So, that’s just what Zacchaeus did! He ran down the road, beyond the crowd, and climbed up a big, sycamore 
tree. Zacchaeus sat on his tree branch and watched as Jesus and the crowd with him came closer and closer 
and closer. What would happen? Would Jesus see Zacchaeus?

Do you think? Would Jesus see Zacchaeus hiding up in that tree?
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Bible Story for Big Question 11, Bible Truth 1                                                          P.4                                                        use with all THREE lessons

It would have been so easy for Jesus to miss the short, little man hiding up among the leaves. But Jesus did 
NOT miss Zacchaeus. Jesus was LOOKING for him. Jesus knew all the terrible things Zacchaeus had done. 
He knew the sin in Zacchaeus’ heart that made him so unhappy and separated him from God. And, Jesus 
knew that He could bring Zacchaeus the forgiveness from God he longed for. 

So, instead of passing by Zacchaeus, Jesus led the crowd of people right up to that tree and stopped. He 
looked up through the leaves and straight at Zacchaeus.

What would Jesus say to Zacchaeus? What would Jesus DO to Zacchaeus? Zacchaeus was such a bad man 
and Jesus was so good! Would Jesus say angry things to Zacchaeus for all the bad things he had done? 
Would Jesus tell him there was no hope for a bad man like him?

What do you think Jesus would say to Zacchaeus?

Jesus had GOOD news for Zacchaeus. He had come to bring people like him to God! People who knew 
they had broken God’s laws. Jesus had come to bring them God’s forgiveness and to save them from God’s 
punishment, no matter how bad they had been. 

So, Jesus looked up at Zacchaeus, and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your 
house today!” 

Zacchaeus was shocked and so happy. Good teachers like Jesus never asked to stay at the house of bad 
men like him, no matter how rich they were. Zacchaeus knew what this meant. Jesus wasn’t just asking 
to stay at his big house to enjoy his nice things and yummy food. Jesus was asking to stay at his house to 
welcome him back to God.

Oh, what wonderful news! More than all the fine clothes, the big house, the yummy food, and the nice 
things in the world, Zacchaeus wanted to be welcomed back by God. Oh, how he wanted God to forgive 
his sins! 

Right then and there, God’s Holy Spirit did a wonderful thing in Zacchaeus’ heart. He helped Zacchaeus 
turn away from disobeying God and trust in Jesus as his Savior. Zacchaeus was forgiven by God for all the 
terrible things he had done. God had saved Zacchaeus through Jesus!

The town’s people were shocked at Jesus’ words and very unhappy! 

Why do you think they weren’t happy?

““How can Jesus stay with such a bad man who’s done such terrible things and broken God’s laws? Zacchaeus 
has lied and cheated us. He has shouted at us and hurt us. Zacchaeus has used soldiers to scare us. He’s not 
even allowed in the worship place, he’s so bad! A good teacher like Jesus shouldn’t have anything to do 
with Zacchaeus, and He CERTAINLY shouldn’t stay at his house!” they grumbled.

Jesus and Zacchaeus knew the people were right. Zacchaeus had been a very bad man. He had done 
terrible things and broken God’s laws. He didn’t deserve for Jesus to stay with him. 

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)
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Bible Story for Big Question 11, Bible Truth 1                                                          P.5                                                        use with all THREE lessons

Story with lines separating paragraphs (text in bold, optional interaction cues in italics)

But Jesus and Zacchaeus knew the people were wrong about something, too. God had worked in Zacchaeus’ 
heart. God had helped Zacchaeus turn away from his old, bad ways, and trust in Jesus as his Savior. God 
had forgiven Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a changed man! 

Zacchaeus came down from that tree and showed just how changed he was. In front of everyone, he said, 
“Jesus, I’m going to give half of my money and nice things to poor people. And to the people I cheated, I’ll 
give back everything I took and give them a whole lot more!” he promised.

“How amazing!” thought the town’s people. “This doesn’t sound like the same bad man who lied, cheated, 
and hurt us. This sounds like a NEW man, who loves God and wants to obey Him,” they exclaimed. 

And that’s exactly what happened. God had changed Zacchaeus that day. God had helped him repent of 
his sins and trust in Jesus as his Savior. 

Then, Jesus said to Zacchaeus and all the people, “God sent Me to seek and save people lost in their sins. 
And this is just what’s happened today. God has forgiven Zacchaeus and made him one of His people!” 
Jesus! What a Savior for sinners!



220220

DDD Unit 11, Bible Truth 1 Story for Take Home

For You and Me:
Like Zacchaeus we are sinners who need to confess our 
sins to God. Like Zacchaeus, if we do and turn to trust 
in Jesus as our Savior, God will forgive our sins we can 
become one of His dearly loved people forever.

The Gospel (story wrap-up if NOT using Listening Assignments)

Our Bible Truth is: 
How Can We Be Saved? 
It Is God’s Free Gift...
”When We Tell God Our Sins and Turn Away from 
Them!

Not just people like Zacchaeus who do lots of bad things 
need to be saved. We all do! For we all have chosen to 
disobey God and we all deserve God’s punishment for 
our sins. 

What good news we have, though! God promises to 
save all who turn away from disobeying Him and trust 
in Jesus as their Savior, even you and me! 

Let’s ask God to work in our hearts, just like He worked 
in Zacchaeus’ heart. Let’s ask Him to help us to turn 
away from disobeying Him and trust in Jesus as our 
Savior, so that we, too, might be saved.

Close in prayer.

Closing ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being faithful and just, and 
able to forgive our sins.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who need 
You to save us. We can never be acceptable to You 
on our own. We need Jesus to save us!

Thank You, God, for being willing to forgive all our 
sins, when we confess them, turn away from them, 
and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Show us our sins and our 
need for Jesus to save us. Help us to confess our 
sins to You and turn away from them. Help us to 
trust in Jesus as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! 
Make us Your adopted children who love You and 
whom You will love forever. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Cracking the Case: (story wrap-up for Listening Assignments)

It’s time to see how we did with our Listening 
Assignment. 

Detective Dan’s Lesson 1 Listening Assignment:
1. Who was the climber and why did he climb? 
Zacchaeus was the climber. He climbed up a tree, so he 
could see Jesus.
2. How did he change? Zacchaeus turned away from 
his sins. He stopped being a mean, greedy cheat. He 
put his trust in Jesus as his Savior and God forgave his 
sins and made him one of his people.

What about You and Me?
Like Zacchaeus, we All have disobeyed God and deserve 
his punishment. How sad! But like Zacchaeus, we, too, 
can confess our sins to God and turn away from them. 
We can trust in Jesus as our Savior. And if we do, God 
will forgive our sins and make us one of His people, just 
like He did for Zacchaeus. 

Detective Dan’s Lesson 2 Listening Assignment:
Our Bible Verse is 1 John 1:8-9, ESV
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”    

1. Who wanted to confess his sins and be forgiven 
by God? Zacchaeus did.
2. Who didn’t think he should be forgiven? Who did 
think he should be forgiven? The people in Zacchaeus’ 
town of Jericho didn’t think Zacchaeus should be 
forgiven by God. He was too bad of a man. But Jesus 
welcomed Zacchaeus to be forgiven by God.
What about you and me?
No one is too bad to be forgiven their sins by God. All 
who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their 
Savior will be forgiven their sins and saved! God can do 
this for you and me, too. Ask Him! He loves to answer 
this prayer.

Detective Dan’s Lesson 3 Listening Assignment:
Our six clues were: a tree, a cow, a bag of money, a king, 
an umbrella, and yummy food.
1. Which four belong in our story? 
The tree, the bag of money, the king and the yummy 
food belong. The cow and the umbrella do not.
2. Who confessed their sins to God and was forgiven? 
Who gave back the money he had stolen?
Zacchaeus did.
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Unit 11: The God Who Saves

Unit Big Question (and Answer): How Can We Be Saved? It Is God’s Free Gift!

Unit Bible Verse: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
                                     --- Romans 6:23, ESV

Bible Truth 1 Concept: It’s God’s Free Gift... When We Tell God Our Sins and Turn Away from Them!

We are all sinners who disobey God. We hear God’s laws from the Bible and we know that we have broken 
them. We hear how we are supposed to love God and His good ways, and we know that we do not. We hear 
about God’s punishment for sin, and we know that we deserve it. 

But God is so merciful! He has provided a way to save us from His punishment. How? God wants us to tell 
(confess) our sins to Him and ask for His forgiveness through His Son, Jesus, who died on the cross to take the 
punishment for the sins of God’s people. And, God wants us to turn away from a life of disobeying Him and ask 
Him to help us to live for Him instead (that’s what it means to repent of our sins.)

If we do these things, God promises to forgive our sins and make us His very own people. We will get to know 
Him in our hearts by His Holy Spirit now. And one day, when we die, we will go to live perfectly happily with 
Him forever.
 

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: 1 John 1:8-9 

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    

Learn a Little: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful to forgive our sins.”

Meaning

This verse reminds us that we are all sinners. We deceive ourselves if we think we are not. But, the good news 
is, that if we admit we are sinners and confess our sins to God, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and save us through Jesus.

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being faithful and just, and able to forgive our sins.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who need You to save us. We can never be acceptable to You on our 
own. We need Jesus to save us!

Thank You, God, for being willing to forgive all our sins, when we confess them, turn away from them, and 
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Show us our sins and our need for Jesus to save us. Help us to confess our sins to 
You and turn away from them. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! Make us Your 
adopted children who love You and whom You will love forever.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Truth 1 Story

The Case of the Changed Climber
Luke 19:1-9
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 1 

Big Q & A 11 Song
Big Question 11 Song: How Can I Be Saved?
Big Question 11 Bible Verse Song: The Free Gift of God Is Eternal Life    Romans 6:23, ESV
Big Question 11 Hymn: Grace Greater than All Our Sin, refrain
Big Question 11 Praise Song: Blessed Be the Name
Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: If We Say We Have No Sin  1 John 1:8-9, ESV
Extra Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse Song: If We Say  1 John 1:8-9, ESV

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page
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