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Introduce the Key Concept and Bible Verse

   Simple Story Scenes give you the basics for the core of your lesson. You can use the overview   
   sheet to introduce and explain the key concept and Bible verse. 

Give the Case 
Assignment

Give the children a Detective Dan listening assignment. Two are provided. You can add a third 
using the ideas on the bonus, third take-home sheet, if desired. Each listening assignment, let’s 
you teach the story with a different learning emphasis.

Show & Tell 
the Story

Hold up the pictures and tell the story from the story scenes. Alternatively, you can find in the 
and Pieces section for this unit at praisefactory.org, these same listening assignments and story 
scenes, gospel and ACTS prayer modified for view on a screen. Simply download them or open 
them online and show through your own monitor (tablet, big screen, whatever).

Solve the
Case

Repeat Detective Dan’s listening assignment question and discuss the answer.
Share the 
Gospel

Share the gospel tie-in with the kids.
Close in
ACTS Prayer

Pray the ACTS prayer with the kids. If using the curriculum with older children, give them a 
chance to think up their own ACTS tie-ins to the story, using the one provided as cues/ideas for 
you.

Review
Time                     

Give out the take-home sheet (there are three: two that correlates to the two Detective Dan 
assignments in the Story Scenes, and a bonus third one.) As the children are coloring, use the 
take-home sheet discussion questions or your own questions to further review and apply the 
key concepts, Bible verse, and story truths to the children.

Looking for
more?                    

Online, in the Bits and Pieces section for this unit, you will find review games, crafts, storyboard 
flannelgraph figures, and audio and sheet music for all of the songs. There are also full lesson 
plans that offer more of a script and take this curriculum’s possibilities to much more depth. 
Don’t forget to tell the parents about the Parents Resources section where they can read 
through the Story scenes and download take homes with their kids.

Using Simple Story Scenes as a Curriculum



163

Unit 10: The Holy Spirit, the Indwelling God

Unit Big Question (and Answer): What Does the Holy Spirit Do in God’s People? 
                                                                    He Changes Their Hearts to Be Like Jesus!
Unit Bible Verse: “I will give you a new heart and a new spirit I will put in you.”  -- Ezekiel 36:26 

Bible Truth 4 Concept: The Holy Spirit Builds God’s Church

Many people think that a church is a building, but it’s not. “Church” is the name for all of God’s people.

God’s Church is built by the Holy Spirit, one person at a time. The Holy Spirit works in the hearts of people, 
giving them the gift of faith as they hear God’s Word, the Bible. The Holy Spirit helps them believe God’s Word, 
turn away from their sins, and trust in Jesus as their Savior. 

God has always planned for the Holy Spirit to bring people from everywhere in the whole world to be part of 
His people, the Church. The Bible tells us that the Church will be made up of people from every people and 
language in the world. 

Each week, groups of God’s people meet together to worship God in gatherings all over the world. This is what 
we call “going to church.” But in heaven, the whole Church --all of God’s people, from every place and every 
time-- will gather together to worship God forever. What a gathering that will be! The Bible tells us that it will 
be so many people that we won’t even be able to count them. We can be part of God’s Church --God’s people-- 
too, when we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. 

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse: Acts 9:31

“[The church] was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of 
the Lord.”

Learn a Little: “[The church] was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit.”

Meaning

The Holy Spirit strengthens and encourages God’s people, the Church. He works in their hearts, giving peo-
ple faith to repent of their sins and believe in Jesus as their Savior as they hear God’s Word. He fills their hearts 
and helps them to grow in understanding God’s Word and in loving God and one another. He helps them to 
live in the fear of the Lord --that is, He helps them want to honor and obey God most of all. 

We can become God’s people when we turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, we will 
be part of God’s Church, too. We will enjoy the encouragement of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.

Bible Truth 4 ACTS Prayer

God, we praise You for being the Builder of Your Church by Your Holy Spirit.

God, we confess that we have sinful hearts. We need You to give us faith to believe in Jesus. We need Your 
Holy Spirit to work in our hearts. We need Jesus to be our Savior!

Thank You, God, for calling people from every tribe, nation, and language to be Your people, the Church.

God, work in our hearts that we might turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Send the Holy 
Spirit to live in our hearts, so we might know and love You. Build Your Church, in us and in people throughout 
the whole world!  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.   

Bible Truth 4 Story

The Case of the World’s Biggest Building 
Genesis; the Gospels; Acts

A

C

T

S

Big Question 10, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                                             p.1                                                        
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Songs Used in Bible Truth 4 

Big Q & A 10 Song 
Big Question 10 Song: What Does the Holy Spirit Do in God’s People?
Big Question 10 Bible Verse Song: I Will Give You a New Heart  Ezekiel 36:26
Extra Big Question 10 Bible Verse Song: A New Heart   Ezekiel 36:26 (other version)
Big Question 10 Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation, v.1
Big Question 10 Praise Song: Create in Me a Clean Heart

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse Song: The Church Was Strengthened    Acts 9:31, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 4 Extra Bible Verse: There Was A Great Multitude    Revelation 7:9-10, NIV 1984
Bible Truth 4 Extra Song: God’s One Big Plan

listen to or download songs for free at https://praisefactory.org: Deep Down Detectives Music page

Big Question 10, Bible Truth 4 Overview: Key Concepts                                                             p.2                                                        
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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see, 

and say:

The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 10: 

        W
hat D

oes the H
oly Spirit D

o in G
od’s People?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       H

e Changes Their H
earts to Be Like Jesus...

M
eaning:

G
od’s H

oly Spirit w
orks in our hearts as w

e hear G
od’s W

ord, 
the Bible. H

e gives us the gift of faith in Jesus. H
e helps us 

to turn aw
ay from

 living for ourselves and to live for G
od 

instead. This is how
 w

e becom
e G

od’s people.  

But that’s just the beginning of w
hat the H

oly Spirit does in 
G

od’s people! H
e goes on living inside of them

 their w
hole 

lives, helping them
, and changing their hearts. H

e helps 
them

 to know
 G

od and obey H
is law

s. H
e helps them

 to love 
G

od and others as Jesus did. H
e com

forts them
 w

hen they 
are sad and helps them

 to be brave w
hen they are scared. 

H
e helps them

 know
 the right w

ay to live. The H
oly Spirit 

in our hearts is a w
onderful gift that G

od loves to give to us 
w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in Jesus as our 

Savior.
 

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 10 Song 

   
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 10, track 12

(adapted version of “Pop, G
oes the W

easel”)

W
hat does the H

oly Spirit do, 
Inside of G

od’s people?
W

hat does the H
oly Spirit do?

H
e changes their heart!

D
D

D
 10  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 10 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“H

e Changes Their H
earts to Be Like Jesus” is a good 

beginning, but there’s so m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to 
dig dow

n even deeper for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion 

about G
od. W

e’re going to be learning FO
U

R Bible truths 
that all tell us m

ore about the H
oly Spirit.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our four Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“ 

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the four truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned three truths about the H
oly Spirit’s w

ork 
inside of G

od’s people. They are: “The H
oly Spirit Lives in 

G
od’s People”, “The H

oly Spirit G
ives G

od’s People Courage”; 
and, “The H

oly Spirit G
ives G

od’s People W
isdom

.” (point to 
pictures as you identify each Bible Truth). N

ow
 let’s look at 

our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w
e can figure out w

hich 
of these four truths w

e w
ill be learning about today. W

ho 
w

ould like to get it out of the Big Q
uestion Briefcase for m

e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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DDD 10.4  Bible Verse Picture--front

D
D

D
 10, Bible Truth 4--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hat D

oes the H
oly Spirit D

o in G
od’s People? 

   H
e Changes Their H

earts to Be Like Jesus...
   The H

oly Spirit Builds G
od’s ????!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “W
hat’s the nam

e for G
od’s people, gathered 

together? This w
ord starts w

ith the letter “C” and rhym
es 

w
ith “search.”

Can you guess? It’s “Church.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hat D

oes the H
oly Spirit D

o in G
od’s People? 

   H
e Changes Their H

earts to Be Like Jesus...
   The H

oly Spirit Builds G
od’s CH

U
RCH

!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

M
any people think that a church is a building, but it’s not. 

“Church” is the nam
e for all of G

od’s people.

G
od’s Church is built by the H

oly Spirit, one person at a tim
e. 

The H
oly Spirit w

orks in the hearts of people, giving them
 

the gift of faith as they hear G
od’s W

ord, the Bible. The H
oly 

Spirit helps them
 believe G

od’s W
ord, turn aw

ay from
 their 

sins, and trust in Jesus as their Savior. 

G
od has alw

ays planned for the H
oly Spirit to bring people 

from
 everyw

here in the w
hole w

orld to be part of H
is people, 

the Church. The Bible tells us that the Church w
ill be m

ade 
up of people from

 every people and language in the w
orld. 

Each w
eek, groups of G

od’s people m
eet together to 

w
orship G

od in gatherings all over the w
orld. This is w

hat 
w

e call “going to church.” But in heaven, the w
hole Church 

--all of G
od’s people, from

 every place and every tim
e-- w

ill 
gather together to w

orship G
od forever. W

hat a gathering 
that w

ill be! The Bible tells us that it w
ill be so m

any people 
that w

e w
on’t even be able to count them

. W
e can be part of 

G
od’s Church --G

od’s people-- too, w
hen w

e turn from
 our 

sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.
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D
D

D
 10.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse

Rem
ove  the Bible Verse Picture from

 the “Bible” folder and hold 
it up for all the children to see, then say:

Acts 9:31 tells us: 

A
cts 9:31, N

IV
 1984

“[The church] w
as strengthened; and encouraged by the 

H
oly Spirit, it grew

 in num
bers, living in the fear of the Lord.”

Learn a Little: “[The church] w
as strengthened; and 

encouraged by the H
oly Spirit.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
The H

oly Spirit strengthens and encourages G
od’s people, 

the Church. H
e w

orks in their hearts, giving people faith to 
repent of their sins and believe in Jesus as their Savior as 
they hear G

od’s W
ord. H

e fills their hearts and helps them
 to 

grow
 in understanding G

od’s W
ord and in loving G

od and 
one another. H

e helps them
 to live in the fear of the Lord 

--that is, H
e helps them

 w
ant to honor and obey G

od m
ost 

of all. 

W
e can becom

e G
od’s people w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our 

sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. Then, w
e w

ill be part of 
G

od’s Church, too. W
e w

ill enjoy the encouragem
ent of the 

H
oly Spirit in our hearts.

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

The Church W
as Strengthened:

A
cts 9:31, NIV

 1984
D

D
D

 N
IV Songs 10, track 21

The church w
as strengthened,

and encouraged,
By the H

oly Spirit, 
by the H

oly Spirit,
It grew

 in num
bers, 

it grew
 in num

bers,
Living in the fear of, 
The fear of the Lord, (repeat)

Acts N
ine, thirty-one.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s see w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. 

W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”
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