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The Psalm Behind the Name

Psalm 100
(v.1) Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
(v.2) Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into His presence with singing!
(v.3) Know that the LORD, He is God!
It is He who made us, and we are His;
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.
(v.4) Enter His gates with thanksgiving,
And His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
(v.5) For the Lord is good;
His steadfast love endures forever,
And His faithfulness to all generations.

May this curriculum help you to be manufacturers of noisy joy unto the Lord (v.1).
To sing (v.2), to know (v.3), and to worship Him with thanksgiving and praise (v.4),
that the witness of His great faithfulness might continue through all generations (v.5).

The Lord is amazing! He’s not like anyone else!

Constance Dever
January 27,2015
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The PFI Companion Resources

While all the PFl resources are available for free download at praisefactory.org, many of the resources are available
for purchase as hard copies, too.

There are three companion resources for each of the sixteen PFl units:

—) PFI Unit Core Curriculum Book (ESV/NIV) --offered for each unit
The PFI Core Curriculum books contain the curriculum introduction, lesson plan, stories and activities
for each Bible Truth in a unit. There are three stories per Bible Truth: an Old Testament, New Testament
and church history/missions story. All three reinforce the same Bible truth concept, but from a different
perspective. Each story has its own set of eleven response activities.

PFI Unit Songbook (ESV/NIV) --offered for each unit
The PFI Unit Songbooks provide lead sheets and sign language for every song used in a unit. The audio
music is available for download online at www.praisefactory.org.

PFI Unit Prontos (ESV/NIV) --offered for each unit

The PFI Prontos books provide all of the unit’s take home sheets. They are offered separately from the
rest of the curriculum because they are usually photo-copied. These take-home sheets include the key
concepts, lyrics to the songs, the session story, some review questions, a prayer and an activity sheet.

All of these materials may be photocopied for non-commercial church, classroom or school use by
licensed users.

About the PFI Core Curriculum Book

This PFI Core Curriculum Book allows you to have the bulk of a unit’s curriculum at your fingertips. It is a great
way to get an overview of the curriculum and make decisions about which of the many resources offered for each
session you want to use.

The only resources it does not include are those found in the PFI Songbook (large format lyric sheets, the lead
sheet music and the sign language); and, the PFI Prontos.

The core curriculum for most units is contained in one book. A few of the very large units (with more than 6 Bible
Truths) will be split into several volumes.

Other Praise Factory Resources

PFI: Praise Factory Investigators is the third in a family of three, inter-related curriculums:

- Hide'n’Seek Kids (focus group: ages 2-4; adaptable range: ages 2-pre-K 5%)
«  Deep Down Detectives (focus group: ages 4--6's; adaptable range: ages 3-2nd grade)
«  PFIl: (focus group: grades K-5th grade; adaptable range: pre-K 5's-6th grade)

Each curriculum teaches the same biblical themes, but present them in greater depth as the children grow and
develop. Together, the curriculums work like an expanding spiral of truth that returns to reinforce the same truths
with each curriculum, while leading the children to deeper understanding with each step up.

Learn more about these curriculums as well as other resources and ideas for reaching children with the gospel at:
www.praisefactory.org.



About Praise Factory Investigators (PFl)

written for K-5th grade
can be used with pre K - 6th grade

In K-5th grade, the children take part in Praise Factory Investigators—the “mother ship” curriculum that
gives name to the whole family of curriculum.

Curriculum Overview

Praise Factory Investigators is the third of the Praise Factory family of curriculums and is most suitable
for kindergarten- grade 5 (ages 5-11). Like the other two Praise Factory curriculums, PFl is built around
sixteen, theological themes, each framed in the form of a Big Question and Answer.

The sixteen themes form sixteen units of Bible truths which help the children understand the theme.
There are a total of 104 Bible truths taught in the whole curriculum. Three sessions of curriculum are
spent on each of these 104 Bible truths: one Old Testament lesson, one New Testament lesson and one
“Story of the Saints” lesson (a Christian from church history, missions or today). This gives the children
three sessions to dwell on the same Bible truth, but also see its enduring truth from three different
perspectives.

In keeping with its detective-ish name, each story in PFlis presented as a case to solve. Each case begins
with two questions for the children to find answers to as they listen. At the end of the story-telling, the
children will be asked to solve the case and answer the questions.

The resources available for each session’s lesson are robust and expansive. They include a fully-scripted
lesson plan, story, and eleven different reinforcement activities from which to choose.

An overview chart of the Theme/Big Question units and keys aspects of the curriculum follow. Then, we
will to look at the curriculum in more depth.



PRAISE FACTORY UNIT

THEOLOGICAL THEME

Unit 1: The God Who Reveals Himself
Big Question: How Can | Know What God Is Like?
He Shows Me What He’s Like!

Revelation

Unit 2: God’s Wonderful Word, the Bible
Big Question: What'’s So Special about the Bible?
It Alone Is God’s Word!

The Bible

Unit 3: The Good News of God
Big Question: What Is the Gospel?
Salvation through Faith in Christ!

The Gospel

Unit 4: The God Like None Other
Big Question: Can Anybody Tell Me What the LORD Is Like?
He’s Not Like Anyone Else!

The Attributes of God

Unit 5: God, the Good Creator
Big Question: Can You Tell Me What God Made?
God Made All Things Good!

Creation

Unit 6: God, the Just and Merciful
Big Question: How Did Bad Things Come to God’s Good World?
Bad Things Came through Sin!

The Fall

Unit 7: The Law-Giving God
Big Question: What Are God’s Laws Like?
God’s Laws Are Perfect!

God'’s Laws

Unit 8: The God Who Loves
Big Question: What Is God’s Love for His People Like?
It's More than They Could Ever Deserve!

God'’s Enduring Love for His People

Unit 9: Jesus Christ, Immanuel, God with Us
Big Question: What Did Jesus Come to Do?
Jesus Came to Bring Us to God!

Jesus, the Son of God

10

Unit 10: The Holy Spirit, the Indwelling God
Big Question: What Does the Holy Spirit Do in God’s People?
He Changes Their Heart!

The Holy Spirit

11

Unit 11: The God Who Saves
Big Question: How Can We Be Saved?
It's God's Free Gift!

Salvation

12

Unit 12: God's People Live for Him
Big Question: How Should God'’s People Live?
They Should Live Like Jesus!

Discipleship

13

Unit 13: The Sustaining God
Big Question: Why Do God'’s People Keep Believing in Him?
Itis God’s Sustaining Grace!

Perseverance of the Saints

14

Unit 14: The God Who Delights in Our Prayers
Big Question: How Does God Want Us to Pray?
Every Night and Day!

Prayer

15

Unit 15: God'’s People Gather Together
Big Question: Why Do God'’s People Go to Church?
To Worship God and Love One Another!

The Church

16

Unit 16: Jesus, the Returning King
Big Question: What Will Happen When Jesus Comes Back?
God Will Make Everything New!

The Return of Christ




Praise Factory Investigators Curriculum Basics

Focus Age Range:

Useful Age Range

K-5th grade

pre-K 5’s to 6th grade

Number of Units

16 (one per Theme)

Number of Bible Truths included in the 16
Units (Themes)

104 in all
(3 to 14 per unit)

Number of Lessons for each of the 104
Bible Truths

3 lessons

Stories per Bible Truth

3 Stories:

1 Old Testament Story

1 New Testament Story

1 Story of the Saints (Church History/Missions)

Bible Verse per Bible Truth

1 Bible Verse

Resources/Activities for each Lesson

« Fully Scripted Lesson Plan

« Story

« Big Question, Bible Verse, Hymn Songs

« Craft

« Story Review Games

« Hymn Singing and Sign Language Activity

« Bible Verse Games

» ACTS Prayer (Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, Supplication)

« Custom Discussion Sheets to Go with Every
Activity

« Story-related Snack

« VIPP (Very Important Prayer Person) Prayer
Activity

« Take Home Sheets for Each Lesson

Total Amount of Curriculum

6 years (if you use all 3 lessons)

Adaptability

« can be adapted to 1-3 lessons per Bible
Truth, though you will lose stories if you do
cut it down

« great for Sunday School, “Children’s Church”,
Wednesday and Sunday evening programs,
schools and Vacation Bible School




Getting Started with Praise Factory Investigators

Get It

Order the Praise Factory Tour: Extended Version (or follow along on the website in the Tour
section). It is going to be your easiest, most visual way to learn about this curriculum. Order/
download the Praise Factory Investigators ESV or NIV Unit Core Curriculum, Praise Factory
Investigators ESV or NIV Unit Songbook, and the Praise Factory Investigators ESV or NIV Unit
Prontos, for Unit 1, or whichever unit you want to do.

Tour It....Three Times

1
2
3

Take Note

1. Read through the whole Praise Factory Tour book once.
Learn how the Praise Factory family of curriculum is related to each other. Pay special attention to
the section on Praise Factory Investigators.

2. Go back and read through just the section on Praise Factory Investigators in the Tour book
again.

3. Now go back and read the Praise Factory Investigators section of the Tour book a third
time, only this time, get out your curriculum books: Praise Factory Investigators ESV or NIV
Unit Core Curriculum, Praise Factory Investigators ESV or NIV Unit Songbook, and the Praise
Factory Investigators ESV or NIV Unit Prontos and follow along.

This will help see how the curriculum flows and where to find each of the resources visualized in
the Tour Book.

A few things to notice about the curriculum:

1. The resources for every Bible Truth always include the same set of resources and are always
presented in the same order. Get to know the resources of one Bible Truth and you know them
for all.

2. There is one Bible verse, but three stories for each Bible Truth: an Old Testament, a New
Testament, and a Church History/Missions story.

3. The Unit Core Curriculum has almost everything your teachers will use in the classroom.
Notice that there is only lesson plan used for all three lessons for each Bible Truth. That’s because
the basic Bible truths are the same. Stories, questions, and activities for each lesson are different, of
course. These difference are clearly noted, as you can see if you look through the lesson plan.
4.The Songbooks are more than just books of lyrics and sheet music for the unit. They also contain
the sign language signs that the songs activities use.

5.The Prontos are designed to be the take home sheets for each lesson. However, some people
like to teach from it. It has the Bible Truth and Bible verse, the story text, a few questions, the lyrics
to the songs, and an ACTS prayer. If you download a couple activities from the website, then you
have all you need for a basic teaching session...in a much smaller package.

Choose What You'll Use

Ready to Rip?

N

Not everyone will want or will need or will be able to do all of the curriculum, as written. So much

4 depends upon your kids, your teachers, your space, your time and your teaching goals. There are

a ton of activities and pretty much no one, except our church (CHBC for whom this curriculum is
written) does all of the activities. This means you need to think about what fits you best. Ideas for
how to choose what to use for various situations are included in the “More Details” section of this
chapter.

Chances are, you will be making copies of the curriculum for your teachers. You may want to keep
your books intact and photocopy right from the book. However, if you are using a lot of activities
and distributing them to a number of teachers, you may find it easier to take the resources out of
the book completely and copying them that way. This will save you a lot of time. Just make sure to
clip your originals together with a binder clip to get them in good shape and ready for you next
time you use them. Or, you may just want to print your copies from the download version of
the curriculum. All resourcs (except the lesson plans and the stories) can accessed this way.

1



Getting Started with Praise Factory Investigators, continued
Bind It So Tl;ey Can Find It

PF.
Teacher's

Binder

Download It

Once you've chosen what you want to use, make copies and put them in binders. Separate each
lesson’s materials with labeled tab dividers so that the teachers will be able to find the resources
they need for each session. We like to put a few extra aids in the binder in the back: such as classroom
management tips; what our teachers should do if they need a substitute teacher; and, where to find
certain supplies they will need.

Download the zip file of unit songs from the website. A pdf of the track numbers is also included.

Make It... Before You Get Started

Protect and

Learn More

‘@c@‘l
-

There is a set of resources you will be glad you made ahead of time: the games! The Praise Factory
Investigators curriculum is a very active curriculum, with a number of different games suggested
each lesson. The good news is that they are used in a rotation throughout the curriculum. That
means, once you make these games, you store them and use them over and over (and for years to
comel).

While you only need to make whatever games you choose to use with each lesson, | would highly
suggest you make all the games before you start using the curriculum and then storing them.
Get the prep work over with at the beginning and coast your way through years of enjoyment!

Store them in ziploc bags or baskets and pull them out when needed. So simple! Your teachers
will love how easy it is to have an engaging learning session with so little work for them to do!
And happy teachers are repeat teachers! A full list of the games and the supplies needed to
make them can be found in the “More Details” section of this chapter or in the Praise Factory
Investigators Curriculum section online.

Store It

This is a curriculum that keeps on giving, year after year. If you do a good job of storing the
curriculum it will serve your church well and at little cost for many years. We store the resources for
each unit in manilla envelopes and magazine storage boxes.

There are many more resources online that may help you customize the curriculum to fit your

learning situation. These are listed online in the Praise Factory Resources section, as well as in the

Getting Started Section.

Two you might especially want to look at are:

o From the Ground Up (Making a Great Start in Children’s Ministry and with the Praise Factory
Family of Curriculum)--(you‘ve got this already. That’s this book!)

» Classroom Management Suggestions for Elementary School Age Children

These are available for download or to order through amazon.com

See ltin Action

visit us in
Washington,
DC.

Three times a year (the third Saturday/Sunday of March, May and September), we hold a free
lunch, learn-and-look workshop and observation time here at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in
Washington, D.C.

On the Saturday, we gather for lunch and talk philosophy, child protection policy, encouraging
parents, dealing with discipline issues, etc. and, of course, curriculum. After finishing up our group
session, we are happy to talk to individual churches about their particular situation.

Then, on Sunday, we offer an opportunity to see Praise Factory Investigators as well as the other
Praise Factory curriculum in action in our classes. The registration form for these workshops can be

found on the Praise Factory website.
12



Session

Pray!
LA

Review

Prep (especially good for newbies!)

Pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work in your heart and in the children’s hearts.

1.1f new to the curriculum, look at the previous Getting Started with Praise Factory Investigators
section (p.11). It will be especially helpful to read through the Praise Factory Investigators section
of The Praise Factory Tour: Extended Version Book. This will be a visual way to understand what
goes on in the classroom.

2. Notice that there is only lesson plan used for all three lessons for each Bible Truth. That's because
the basic Bible truths are the same. Stories, questions, and activities for each lesson are different, of
course. These difference are clearly noted, as you can see if you look through the lesson plan.

3. Flip through the resources for a particular Bible Truth. The resources offered for every Bible Truth
are always the same and they are always ordered in the same order.

Look through and Learn the Lesson

Read over lesson plan. Learn the flow of the lesson. Read through the key concepts. You might
want to look at the Bible Truth Discussion Sheet, found with each session’s activities. It takes the
Bible Truth concept and breaks it down into discussion question format. Some of the questions and
answers might be helpful to have in your head before teaching the concept to the children.

Let There Be Music

You've Got

Download the music and listen to the songs. Choose which of the songs you will use with the
children. Practice the sign language, if you are using it. If using live musicians, make sure they have
the sheet music from the Praise Factory Investigators Unit songbook.

a Story to Tell!

1. Read the Bible verses and the story, itself. Pray!

2. Create story cue cards on index cards (or highlight text).

3. Practice telling story dramatically, timing your presentation Shorten, if necessary to fit your
allotted time.

4. Decorate area with story props that help bring your story alive.

Prepare Any Activities

Choose the activities you want to use. Bear in mind your time frame as well as the developmental
abilities and attention span of your children as you decide what/how many to prepare. Look over
the Discussion Question Sheet that goes with each activity. Choose a few questions you might use
to spark discussion with the children. Prepare any craft, snack or game for your class.

Let Them Take It with Them

Make copies of the take home sheet.

After your session is over, collect the resources and store them for future use. This curriculum can be
used over and over for years to come.

13
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Learning More about the Praise Factory Investigators, by Resource

The extra-depth information starts here! Follow along in the Core Curriculum, Songbook and Pronto Books for
Unit 1 (oranother unit) as you read below. We will be describing curriculum elements in the order they appear
in the lesson plan. But first, here’s a reminder of how a Praise Factory Investigators session is structured:

Session Format: Regular Classroom or Large Group/Small Group Format

The PFI curriculum can be used in a regular classroom setting, in which all the children participate in the same
activities at the same time; or, in a large group/small group format, in which the children gather together for
opening activities and the story, then split up into small groups, each with their own activity, and finally coming
back together for each group to make a presentation to the other children (or to the parents) at the end of

session. Small groups alternate to a different activity each lesson for variety. Each PFI session follows the same
three-part format, as described here:

Session Overview
Each PFl session follows the same three-part format, as described here:

PART 1: GETTING STARTED
A time to welcome the children to the class, introduce the class rules and the “Big Question and Answer” (and
related songs) of the theological theme they are studying.

PART 2: DIGGIN' DEEP DOWN

The Bible truth (and related songs) is introduced. The Case Questions are revealed, the Bible story told, then the
Case Questions answered. The teacher closes with an ACTS prayer (A prayer including Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, and Supplication related to the Bible truth they are learning.)

PART 3: TAKING ACTION

The children participate in the response activities chosen for the day and (if desired), presenting what they’ve

learned to each other or to parents at the end of the session. Teachers give out take home sheets as children
are dismissed.

Session Length

The resources for each PFl session-- as described in the lesson plan--are designed for a 60 to 90 minutes session.
However, they can be easily shaped for you to tailor them to fit a shorter or longer session.

15



PFI Activities with Descriptions (in order of use in curriculum)

PFI Activities, by Section

Ok, now let’s look at all of the activities included in each Praise Factory Investigator session, in order of use. You
can, of course, choose which ones you want to include (or not include) in your own classroom.

Remember! Get out your resources and follow along!

PART ONE: Getting Started (Welcome and Opening Songs)

A time to welcome the children to the class, introduce the class rules and the Big Question and Answer (and
related songs) of the theological theme they are studying.

Welcome to Praise Factory: PFI: Praise Factory Investigators Theme Song

PFI begins with the Praise Factory Investigators Theme Song--a detective-sounding song
that introduces the idea of digging down in the truths of God’s Word for answers to our Big
Questions about God. Found on the PFI Unit Songs along with all the other songs. These songs
are all downloadable off of the Praise Factory website.

Rules to Help Us Worship God and Love One Another:

The WoGoLOA Classroom Rules Song

WoGoLOA stands for Worship God and Love One Another--the two things we hope to help the
children do during the PFI session. This song reminds the children of ways they can act to help
all worship God and love one another. (PFl Unit Songs)

Big Question Under Investigation: Big Question & Answer and Songs

The Big Question and Answer for the unit (theological theme) are introduced. There are two
Big Question songs to help the children remember the Big Question and Answer and what it
means. The Big Q & A song is an adapted familiar nursery song/folk song which simply states
the Big Question under Investigation and its answer. The Big Question Song is a new song
especially written to help the children remember not just the Big Question and Answer, but
what it means. (PFI Unit Songs)

Big Question Bible Verse: Bible Verse and Song
Each unit has a Bible verse that is central to the theological theme. This verse has been set to
music to help the children remember it. (PFl Unit Songs)

16



PFI Activities with Descriptions (in order of use in curriculum)

PART TWO: Digging Deep Down (Key Bible Truth Concepts and Story)

With the unit’s theological theme introduced, the session now turns to digging deeper down into the theological
theme by looking at one particular aspect (Bible Truth) of the theme.

3-14 Bible Truth:
Each unit has from three to fourteen Bible Truths. Each Bible truth is studied for three lessons.

T\r)m There are 104 Bible Truths in the whole curriculum.

Bible Truth Hymn:

One or more verses of a hymn that tie into the Bible Truth can be introduced at this point in the
%@ session. It also is offered in Part Three as a response activity with a complete set of discussion
questions, sign language and a song game. (PFl Unit Songs)

Bible Truth Bible Verse:

Each Bible Truth has a Bible verse that is central to the concept. This verse has been set to music
to help the children remember it. The song can be introduced now, but it also offered in Part
Three as a response activity with a complete set of discussion questions, sign language and a
song game.

(PFI Unit Songs)

Extra Bible Truth Bible Verse Song:
Sometimes an extra Bible verse song is suggested. The words for this song are included in the

4 response activities along with sign language. It can be used here or as a response activity.
(PFI Unit Songs)

Bible Truth Story: (Old Testament, New Testament, or Story of the Saints)
There is an Old Testament, New Testament and Story of the Saints story for each Bible Truth.

b The Old Testament or the New Testament story leads, followed by the Story of the Saints, then

-4 ending with the story from the other Testament. In keeping with the detective feel of PFl, each

! ! story is called a case and is introduced with two questions for the children to solve as they listen

@ to the story. After the story is read, the teacher asks the children again and together they solve
the case.

An Part Two: Digging Deep Down ends with prayer and dismissal to response activities.

(Y |
@

LS
¢
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PFI Activities with Descriptions (in order of use in curriculum)

PART THREE: Taking Action (Response Activities to Choose from)

The children participate in the response activities chosen for the lesson; and (if desired), present what they've
learned to each other or to parents at the end of the session. There are eleven different activities from which
to choose. How many a teacher uses depends upon how much time you have and on whether you choose for
everyone to do the same activities or whether you will split up into small groups and each do a different activity.
A description of each activity follows.

Snack (and Discussion Planner):

A snack that includes food mentioned in the story or looks like something from the story, along
with a description of how it ties into the story. Always feel free to modify the snack, being
sensitive to food allergies. The snack sheet also includes a discussion planner to write down the
questions you want to ask the children as they enjoy their snack. A question about the snack is
included as the first discussion question.

ACTS Prayer:

In Praise Factory, the children learn the “ACTS” format of prayer. “A” is for Adoration (Praising
God for who He is); “C" is for Confession (Saying sorry to God and turning from our sins); “T" is
for Thanksgiving (Thanking God for His provisions); and, “S” is for Supplication (Asking God to
supply our specific needs). Try to at least weave the Big Idea/Scripture Verse into A, C, T, or S, if
not all four. Suggested ACTS applications for each Bible Truth are included on the ACTS prayer
sheet.

Younger children can usually think up at least a related “Adoration” and a “Thanksgiving” related
to the Bible Truth, while older children can usually think up a connection to all four. This is a
wonderful way for them to expand their understanding of who God is, who we are as sinners,
what we can thank God for and what we should ask of Him. It is also of great benefit to families
who can easily apply this format to their own family devotions and prayer times.

Story Review and Game:
This activity includes discussion questions to understand and a game to reinforce the story.

End of session presentation option: Have children read some of their discussion questions for
the other children to answer.

Bible Truth Review and Game:
This activity includes discussion questions to understand and a game to reinforce the Bible Truth.

End of session presentation option: Have children read some of their discussion questions for
the other children to answer.

18



PFI Activities with Descriptions (in order of use in curriculum)

Gt

Bible Truth Hymn:

This activity is one or more verses from a hymn which relates to the Bible Truth being learned.
It includes discussion question for understanding the hymn, sign language of key words, and a
song game that can be used with the song and the sign language. The audio and sheet music is
available for download on the Praise Factory website.

End of session presentation option: Have children sing and sign their song and teach it to the
other children.

ay

a

Bible Verse Review and Game:
This activity includes discussion questions to understand and a game to reinforce the Bible Verse.

End of session presentation option: Have children read some of their discussion questions for
the other children to answer.

Gt

Bible Verse Song:

Every PFI Bible verse has been set to music. This song can be used along with the Bible Verse
Review discussion questions, listed in the previous activity. Sign language of key words and a
song game that can be used with the song and the sign language are also included. The audio
and sheet music is also available on the website for download.

End of session presentation option: Have children sing and sign their song and teach it to the
other children.

Case RePlay, Jr: Drama Activity for Youngest Children (children do same story actions
together)

This is a simpler drama activity in which the teacher leads all the children in doing the same
actions as she retells the story.

End of session presentation option: Have the children act out the story for the others to watch.

Case RePlay, Sr: Drama Activity for Most Children (children re-tell story with individual parts)
This is a more involved drama activity in which each child acts out a particular role as the teacher
retells the story.

End of session presentation option: Have the children act out the story for the others to watch.

Craft:
This craft activity includes discussion questions to help the children understand the significance
of what they are making.

End of session presentation option: Have children read some of their discussion questions for
the other children to answer.

19



PFI Activities with Descriptions (in order of use in curriculum)

VIPP (Very Important Prayer Person) Prayer Time, Coloring Sheets and Game

VIPP stands for Very Important Prayer Person. The VIPP Group learns about a VIPP—a Very
Important Prayer Person—from your church. This activity really has nothing to do with the Bible
Truth or the story. Instead, it is an opportunity to help the children know more about and pray for
church leaders and missionaries. VIPPs should include elders, deacons, supported workers, and
church staff. However, your church may not have many VIPPs of this kind. Feel free to use special
volunteers (such as Sunday School teachers or the pianist) and other regular church members
as VIPPs. It never hurts for children to get to know everyone in their church and pray for them!
There is a fill-in-the-blank questionnaire that you can use to get information about the VIPP to
share with the children. Or, you also can invite the VIPP to the class. There is a game and a set of
coloring sheets (called Clue Cards) that you can use to help the children remember what they’ve
learned about the VIPP. This activity ends with praying for the VIPP. The coloring sheets are set
up as a take-home activity that they can use to teach and pray with their parents for the VIPP.

End of session presentation option: Have children tell about the VIPP and lead the class in praying
for him (kids or the teacher can pray, as desired.)

TAKING IT HOME: The PFl Pronto

MAKING THE

A take home booklet, called the PFI Pronto, is available for each lesson. It includes the key
concepts, lyrics and track numbers for the songs, the story, and a few review questions is available
online with the Praise Factory resources.

CURRICULUM WORK FOR YOU

Any curriculum is at best just a beginning for making a good fit with your teachers and children.
The sooner you can think of its resources as tools in your toolbox and less like an immovable
structure, the better. There are so many resources available with this curriculum that it leaves
you with many options besides what is laid out in the lesson plans. Take the lesson plans and
a big, red marker and start crossing out or shifting around activities. Think about what your
children and teachers are used to already and what works well. If possible, you might want to
try to make these resources fit into that format before you try to change everything. Some use
the PFI curriculum just as Sunday School or children’s church materials. Others use part of the
resources during Sunday morning classes and use the other resources in the same lesson in the
Sunday evening program. Still others use it for Vacation Bible School. No doubt you will come
up with yet other uses.
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UNIT 1I1: THE GOD WHO SAVES

UNIT OVERVIEW
We are all sinners who choose to disobey God. No matter how hard we try, we can never please God or earn
eternal life on our own. We would have to live God's way perfectly to do that. That's why we need a Savior to
save us from our sins, if we are to know God and become His people. Jesus, God’s Son, is the Savior we need!
He died on the cross to pay for the sins of God's people. He rose from the dead in victory! He alone can give us
the gifts of knowing God and enjoying eternal life with Him. He promises to give these gifts to all who repent
of their sins and trust in Him as their Savior.

UNIT BIBLE VERSE: Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

BIG QUESTION UNDER INVESTIGATION: How Can We Be Saved?

ANSWER: It's God’s Free Gift...

BIBLE TRUTH 1: God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins
The Case of the Ridiculous Runner Luke 15 NT
The Case of the Mountains of Life and Death Story of the Saints
The Case of the No-So-Secret Sinner 2 Samuel 11-12 OT
Bible Verse: 1 John 1:9

BIBLE TRUTH 2: Jesus Is the Only Way to Be Saved
The Case of the Way-Maker John 11-14 NT
The Case of the Cheeky Chieftess Story of the Saints
The Case of the Light for the Unlikely Genesis 22:18; Isaiah 54:6; Acts 16 OT
Bible Verse: John 14:2-6

BIBLE TRUTH 3: We Must Trust in Jesus as Our Own Savior and Obey Him as Our Lord
The Case of the Transformed Tax-Man Mark 2:13-17; Matthew 9:9; Luke 5:27-32 NT
The Case of the Talking Tea Chests Story of the Saints
The Case of the Lady and the Red Rope
Joshua 1-6; Exodus 13-14; Numbers 21; Deuteronomy 2-3; Psalm 87:4; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25 OT
Bible Verse: Romans 10:9-10

BIBLE TRUTH 4: The Holy Spirit Brings Us to God
The Case of the Stony Hearts Psalm 137:1-6; Ezekiel 36, 37:15-28: John 2:12-3:21 OT
The Case of the Scorpion House Story of the Saints
The Case of the Surprising Sky Acts 9 NT
Bible Verse: Titus 3:5-7
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PFI NIV _SONGS 11 TRACK NUMBERS

This is a listing of all songs mentioned in the unit curriculum. You may or may not choose to use all of the songs. They are listed in easy-
reference order--NOT in the order used in the curriculum.

You may choose to simply burn a CD/load them onto an mp3 device in this order. Or, you may want to do what we do: choose the songs
we want to use and create a playlist of them in that order. Then, we burn a CD/upload the playlist onto an mp3 device. A teacher only has
to click forward to the next song, instead of hunting for the right track. The track number have been included as part of the title of each
song, teachers will still have a reference to the track number listed in the curriculum (same as those listed below), even if you change the

order on your customized playlist.

Why the Extra Songs?
PFl is a curriculum used by a wide age-span of
1 PFITheme Song kids. Sometimes one of the other songs is a
2 WoGoLOA Rules Song better fit for your kids. Or, you may simply want
to teach them more songs on the same Bible
UNIT 11: THE GOD WHO SAVES Truth. Use as many or as few as you want.

3 BigQ&A 11 Song
4 Big Question 11 Song: How Can We Be Saved?
5 Unit 11 Bible Song: The Gift of God Is Eternal Life  Romans 6:23, NIV 1984

Bible Truth 1: God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins
6 Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus, v.2
7 Bible Verse: If We Claim 1 John 1:8-9, NIV 1984

Bible Truth 2: Jesus Is the Only Way to Be Saved
8 Hymn:To God Be the Glory, v.1
9 Bible Verse: In My Father’s House John 14:2-6, NIV 1984

Bible Truth 3: We Must Trust Jesus as Our Savior and Obey Him as Our Lord
11 Hymn:To God Be the Glory, v.2
12 Bible Verse: If You Confess with Your Mouth Romans 10:9-10, NIV 1984

Bible Truth 4: The Holy Spirit Changes Our Hearts So We Can Be Saved
13 Hymn: Amazing Grace, v.1

14 Hymn: Amazing Grace, v.2

15 Bible Verse: He Saved Us Titus 3:5-7, NIV 1984

16 Extra Bible Verse: | Will Give You a New Heart Ezekiel 36:26, NIV 1984
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PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

BIBLE TRUTH 1 OVERVIEW

Unit 11: The God Who Saves

Big Question and Answer: “How Can We Be Saved? It Is God's Free Gift!"
Bible Verse: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 6:23

Bible Truth 1 Concept: God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins

God is perfectly holy. There is no sin in Him at all. He is too holy for sin to even live in His presence. How
gloriously magnificent and pure is He!

But we are all sinners. We have all chosen to rebel against God and His good ways. Not only can we not live in
His presence because of our sinfulness, but we deserve to be shut out of His presence forever because of it. And
there’s nothing sinful people like us can do on our own to make ourselves acceptable to God.

We would be without hope, except for God’s amazing grace and mercy! He, Himself, has done what was needed.
He sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect life and offer it up as the perfect payment for the sins of His people when
He suffered and died on the cross. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He had beat sin and
death. Yes, He had fully paid for the sins of God'’s people. He has made salvation a gift.

How can we receive this wonderful gift? God offers forgiveness of sins and eternal life to all who confess their
sins to Him and trust in Jesus as their Savior. When we do this, turning away from living life our own way and
living for God instead, He will give us this gift! He will make us His people forever!

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse

Meditation Version: 1 John 1:8-9
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”’

Alternate Memory/Games Version: 1 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Bible Truth 1 ACTS Prayer
A God, we praise You for being faithful and just and able to forgive our sins.

C God, we confess that we are all sinners who need You to save us. We can never be acceptable to You on our
own. We need Jesus to save us!

T Thank You, God for being willing to forgive all our sins, when we confess them and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

S God, work in our hearts. Make us aware of our sins and our need of Jesus to save us. Help us to confess our sins
to You and repent of them. Help us to trust in Jesus as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! Make us Your adopt
ed children who love You and who You will love forever.

Bible Truth 1 Stories

Lesson 1: The Case of the Ridiculous Runner (New Testament)
Luke 15

Lesson 2: The Case of the Mountains of Life and Death (Story of the Saints)

Lesson 3: The Case of the Not-So-Secret Sinner (Old Testament)
2 Samuel 11-12
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PFI Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

LESSON PLAN: BIBLE TRUTH 1 (1 Lesson Planfor ALL 3 Lessons) Pl

1. GETTING STARTED: Welcome and Opening Songs (introduce unit and get kids moving with these songs)

Welcome

“Welcome to Praise Factory. We're so glad you've joined us! Here at the PFIl, we're
investigators. (That’s what the“I”stands for!) Investigators look for answers to questions.
In PFI, we look for answers to big questions about God. We dig deep down in the truths
of God’s Word to find them.”

Praise Factory
Theme Song

“Let’s sing our Praise Factory Investigator’s theme song.”’

PFI: Praise Factory Investigators PFINIV Songs 11, Track 1
We're PFI: Praise Factory Investigators,

Diggin’ deep down for truths in God’s Word,

That'’s PFI: Praise Factory Investigators,

Diggin’ deep down for truths in God’s Word,

We're looking for answers to very big questions,

Big questions about God,

If you're looking for answers to very big questions ‘bout God, come along,
Join PFI: Praise Factory Investigators,

Diggin’ deep down for truths in God’s Word,

That'’s PFI: Praise Factory Investigators,

Diggin’ deep down for truths in God’s Word.

Deep down, diggin’down, Let’s go diggin’down,

Deep down, diggin’down,

‘Til answers to all our Big Questions we've found.

We're PFI: Praise Factory Investigators,

Diggin’ deep down for truths in God’s Word,

That'’s PFI: Praise Factory Investigators,

Diggin’ deep down for truths in God’s Word.

Classroom
Rules
Song

An important part of Praise Factory is helping us worship God and love one another.
Our WoGoLOA song reminds us how we should act. Let’s sing it.’

WoGoLOA Rules Song PFINIV Songs 11, Track 2
Refrain:

WoGoLOA means “Worship God and love one another,’

WoGoLOA means “Worship God and love one another!”

WoGo means “Worship God.”
Sound off, 1,2,3,

Joyfully take part,

Listen to others,

Obey your teachers. (Refrain)

LOA means “Love One Another.”
Sound off, 1,2,3,

Be kind,

Be encouraging,

Help others, help others. (Refrain twice)
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PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

LESSON PLAN: BIBLE TRUTH 1 LessonPlanfor ALL 3 Lessons) p.2

1. GETTING STARTED, continued

Opening Prayer

“Let’s ask God to help us obey these rules, and to help us worship Him and love one
another as we learn more about Him today. Let’s pray.” Pray.

Big Question
Under
Investigation:

Big Question 11
and Songs

“Now it's time to turn today’s Big Question Under Investigation.
It's: How Can We Be Saved?

We are all sinners who choose to disobey God. No matter how hard we try, we can
never please God or earn eternal life on our own. We would have to live God’s way
perfectly to do that. That's why we need a Savior to save us from our sins, if we are to
know God and become His people. Jesus, God'’s Son, is the Savior we need! He died on
the cross to pay for the sins of God’s people. He rose from the dead in victory! He alone
can give us the gifts of knowing God and enjoying eternal life with Him. He promises to
give these gifts to all who repent of their sins and trust in Him as their Savior.

So the answer to our Big Question, ‘How Can We Be Saved? is:

It Is God'’s Free Gift!
“Let’s sing our Big Question Song(s): choose one or both
BigQ&A 11 Song PFINIV Songs 11, Track 3

(adapted version of “Here We Go Looby-Loo")
How can we be saved?

How can we be saved?

How can we be saved?

Itis God's free gift!

How Can We Be Saved? PFINIV Songs 11, Track 4
Refrain

How can we be saved? How can we be saved?

How can we be saved? It's God' free gift.

How can we be saved? How can we be saved?

How can we be saved? It's God'’s free gift through Christ.

Verse 1

| disobey God, | need a Savior,

You disobey God, You need a Savior,

We all disobey God, We need a Savior.

To save us from our sins. Refrain

Verse 2

Jesus, He paid the price, the perfect sacrifice,
On the cross, gave His life,

Bought us eternal life,

Takes away all our sin,

Makes our hearts clean within,

When we repent and believe in Him.  Refrain
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PFI Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

LESSON PLAN: BIBLE TRUTH 1 ¢ tessonPlanfor ALL 3 Lessons) P..

1. GETTING STARTED, continued

Unit 11
Bible Verse

“How do | know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

Romans 6:23 tells us: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord”

Big Question 11 Bible Verse Song PFINIV Songs 11, Track 5
The Gift of God: Romans 6:23

The gift of God is,

The gift of God is,

The gift of God is...what?

The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus, through Jesus
The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus. (repeat)
Romans Six, twenty-three.

We all want to have eternal life, but the sad truth is that none of us deserve it. We have all
turned away from God and His good ways. We all deserve God's punishment, not wonderful
life with Him. But God in His amazing mercy sent His Son Jesus to live the perfect life we
never have lived. He took the punishment we deserve. When we turn away from our sins
and trust in Jesus as our Savior, He gives us the free gift of eternal life. How good is God to
sinners, like you and me!

2. DIGGING DEEP DOWN: Key Concept and Story (introduce the Bible Truth and tell the related story)

Bible Truth 1

“It's time for us to dig down deeper for answers to our Big Question. We're learning FOUR
Bible Truths that all tell us something about the salvation God offers us. We are learning the
first one today.

The Bible Truth we are going to be thinking about today is:
God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins.

God is perfectly holy. There is no sin in Him at all. He is too holy for sin to even live in His
presence. How gloriously magnificent and pure is He!

But we are all sinners. We have all chosen to rebel against God and His good ways. Not only
can we not live in His presence because of our sinfulness, but we deserve to be shut out of
His presence forever because of it. And there’s nothing sinful people like us can do on our
own to make ourselves acceptable to God.

We would be without hope, except for God’s amazing grace and mercy! He, Himself, has
done what was needed. He sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect life and offer it up as the
perfect payment for the sins of His people when He suffered and died on the cross. On the
third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He had beat sin and death. Yes, He had fully
paid for the sins of God’s people. He has made salvation a gift.

How can we receive this wonderful gift? God offers forgiveness of sins and eternal life to all
who confess their sins to Him and trust in Jesus as their Savior. When we do this, turning
away from living life our own way and living for God instead, He will give us this gift! He will
make us His people forever!
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PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

LESSON PLAN: BIBLE TRUTH 1 (lessonPlanforAtL3lessons) — P.4

2. DIGGING DEEP DOWN, continued

Bible Truth 1 “Long ago, a woman named Elizabeth Celphane was thinking about this Bible truth, too.
Hymn She wrote the words a hymn called “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” We're going to learn a
verse from it.
Beneath the Cross of Jesus PFINIV Songs 11, Track 6
Verse 2
Upon that cross of Jesus
Mine eye at times can see
The very dying form of One
Who suffered there for me;
And from my smitten heart with tears
Two wonders | confess,
The wonders of His glorious love
And my unworthiness.
God'’s people love to think about what God has done to save them. He loved them so
much that He chose to send Jesus, His One and Only Son to suffer and die for their sins
on the cross. They are saved because He died in their place! Their hearts are smitten with
--that is, overwhelmed-- the greatness of His love for them, such undeserving sinners.
Bible Truth 1 “The Bible verse we are going to be digging down into for this Bible Truth is:
Bible Verse 1 John 1:8-9
and Song “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.”

These verses remind us that we are all sinners. We deceive ourselves if we think we are
not. But, the good news is, that if we admit we are sinners and confess our sins to God, He
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and save us through Jesus.

We've said our Bible verse, now let’s sing it!

If We Claim PFINIV Songs 11, Track 7

If we claim to be without sin,
If we claim to be without sin,
If we claim to be without sin,
\We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

But, if we confess our sins...

God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins,
Faithful and just and will forgive our sins,
Faithful and just and will forgive our sins,

And purify us from all unrighteousness.

First John One, verses eight and nine.
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PFI Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

LESSON PLAN: BIBLE TRUTH 1

(1 Lesson Plan for ALL 3 Lessons) P,5

2. DIGGING DEEP DOWN, continued

LESSON 1 STORY

New Testament
Story:

The Case of the

Ridiculous Runner
Luke 15

LESSON 2 STORY

Story of the Saints:

The Case of the
Mountains of
Death and Life

“Now it’s time for today’s story called: The Case of the Ridiculous Runner.

As you listen to the story, see if you can figure out:

1. Who was the Ridiculous Runner? Who thought his running was ridiculous?
(Ridiculous means something silly that you wouldn’t expect them to do).

2. Why did he run even though it was thought ridiculous? Who did he run to? What
does the Ridiculous Runner tells us about God?

(If desired, write these questions on a sheet of paper to refer to when the story is finished.)

Read story.

After reading story, ask for the children’s answers to the questions.

1. Who was the Ridiculous Runner? Who thought his running was ridiculous?
(Ridiculous means something silly that you wouldn’t expect them to do). The father
of the two young men in Jesus'story. Everyone in Jesus’time would think it ridiculous for
an honored old man to run. The teachers of the law especially would have looked down
on this man for running.

2. Why did he run even though it was thought ridiculous? Who did he run to? What
does the Ridiculous Runner tells us about God? He ran because his son was returning
home to him when he thought he would never see him again. He was so happy to see
him! He ran to his son. That God rejoices over sinners who come to Him, confessing their
sins. He loves them and welcomes them into His family.

Close in prayer. (prayer suggestions included at end of story)

“Now it's time for today’s story called: The Case of the Mountains of Death and Life.
As you listen to the story, see if you can figure out:

1. Why were the mountains called the Mountains of Death?

2. Who went to those mountains to bring life? How did they do that?

(If desired, write these questions on a sheet of paper to refer to when the story is finished.)

Read story.

After reading story, ask for the children’s answers to the questions.

1. Why were the mountains called the Mountains of Death?

Because of all the terrible sicknesses there were there. Many people died.

2.Who went to those mountains to bring life? How did they do that? The Brands went
to these mountains to bring medicine, but most importantly, to bring the good news of
Jesus. As people heard the gospel, many confessed their sins and trusted in Jesus as their
Savior. This brought God’s life to the Mountains of Death.

Close in prayer. (prayer suggestions included at end of story)
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PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1--All Three Lessons

LESSON PLAN: BIBLE TRUTH 1 (lessonPlanforAlL3Lessons) PG

2. DIGGING DEEP DOWN, continued

LESSON 3

Old Testament
Story:

The Case of the
Not-So-Secret
Sinner
2Samuel 11-12

“Now it's time for today’s story called: The Case of the Not-So-Secret Sinner.

As you listen to the story, see if you can figure out:

1.Who was the Not-So-Secret Sinner? How did he try to cover up his sin?

2.Who knew about his sin and prompted him to confess it? How did God respond
to this secret sinner’s confession to Him?

(If desired, write these questions on a sheet of paper to refer to when the story is finished.)

Read story.

After reading story, ask for the children’s answers to the questions.

1. Who was the Not-So-Secret Sinner? How did he try to cover up his sin?

David. He had Bathsheba’s husband killed in battle to get rid of him.

2. Who knew about his sin and prompted him to confess it? How did God respond
to this secret sinner’s confession to Him? The LORD knew. He used Nathan the
prophet to help David see his sins and turn away from them. The LORD forgave David
when he confessed his sins.

Close in prayer. (prayer suggestions included at end of story)

3. TAKING ACTION: Response Activities (choose from among these activities)

Response
Activities

» ACTS Prayer Activity: Add your own prayer requests to the ACTS prayer
» Sneaky Snack: Story-related snack
« Bible Truth Review Activity: Game with questions related to the Bible Truth
o Bible Truth Hymn: Music activities to learn a portion of a Bible Truth-related hymn
» Bible Verse Review Activity: Game with questions related to Bible Truth Bible
verse
» Bible Verse Song: Music activities to learn the Bible Verse song
» Story Review Activity: Game with questions related to the Bible Truth and Case
« CaseRePlay, Jr.and Sr.: Two drama activities that review the story: one for younger
children, one for older children.
« Craft: Story-related craft
« VIPP (Very Important Prayer Person): Game and a coloring activity to help
children learn about people in your church and how to pray for them.
(VIPP resources: found online or at back of this book)

4. TAKING IT TO OTHERS Optional presentations for the last few minutes of class

Presenting to
Other Children

Presenting to
Parents

Ifyou splitthe children into different response activities, you can gather the children together
again and have each small group make presentations to show the other children what they
learned. Presentation ideas are included in the resources for each activity.

If you keep your children together for response activities, you can have them make a
presentation of something they have learned to their parents when they come to pick them
up from class. Presentation ideas are included in the resources for each activity.

5. TAKING IT HOME (Take Home Sheet)

PFI Pronto

Give out the PFI Pronto for the case story as well as any other materials as the children are
dismissed.

34



PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 1--New Testament
BIBLE TRUTH 1, LESSON I: PLANNER/OVERVIEW

GETTING STARTED: Welcome and Opening Songs (introduce unit and get kids moving with these songs)

Welcome to Praise Factory: PFI: Praise Factory Investigators Theme Song PFINIV Songs 11, Track 1

Rules to Help Us Worship God and Love One Another: WoGoLOA Classroom Rules Song
PFINIV Songs 11, Track 2

Big Question Under Investigation: Big Question 11 Songs PFI NIV Songs 11, Tracks 3,4
Big Question Bible Verse: Romans 6:23 Song PFI NIV Songs 11, Track 5

DIGGING DEEP DOWN: Key Concept and Story (introduce the Bible Truth and tell the related story)

Bible Truth 1: God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins

Bible Truth Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus, v.2 PFI NIV Songs 11, Track 6
Bible Verse: 1 John 1:8-9

Bible Verse Song: If We Claim PFI NIV Songs 11, Track 7

Lesson 1 New Testament: The Case of the Ridiculous Runner Luke 15

TAKING ACTION: Response Activities (choose from among these activities)
Snack and Discussion Planner: Pig Pods and Fattened Calf

ACTS Prayer: Prayer Sheet

Bible Truth Review: Discussion Questions and Game: Menagerie

Bible Truth Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus, v.2 PFI NIV Songs 11, Track 6
Song, Sign Language and Song Game: Big Voice, Little Voice PFI NIV Songs 11 BOOK or ONLINE

Bible Verse Review: 1 John 1:8-9 Discussion Sheet and Game: Rush to the Store

Bible Verse Song: If We Claim: 1 John 1:8-9 PFINIV Songs 11, Track 7
Song, Sign Language and Song Game: Sign It, Say It, What Does It Mean? PFI NIV Songs 11 BOOK or ONLINE

Story Review: Discussion Questions and Game: String Along

Case Replay, Jr: Drama Activity for Youngest Children (children do same story actions together)

Case Replay, Sr: Drama Activity for Most Children (children re-tell story with individual parts)

Craft: The Younger Son’s Rags and Robes

VIPP (Very Important Prayer Person) Prayer Time: Coloring Sheets (back of book); Game: Ball Roll Review
TAKING IT HOME: Take Home Sheet for Review and Family Devotions

PFI Pronto: Bible Truth 1, Lesson T  PFI NIV Prontos 11 BOOK or ONLINE
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PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 1--New Testament

NEW _TESTAMENT STORY

Pl

The Case of the Ridiculous Runner Luke 15 by Connie Dever

Our story is called:

The Case of the Ridiculous Runner.

As you listen to the story, see if you can figure out:
1. Who was the Ridiculous Runner? Who thought his
running was ridiculous? (Ridiculous means something
silly that you wouldn’t expect them to do).

2. Why did he run even though it was thought
ridiculous? Who did he run to? What does the
Ridiculous Runner tells us about God?

This story takes place in New Testament times, when
Jesus lived on earth.

Some men walked together down the street. It was
easy to tell: these were important people! What proud
long beards, what beautiful robes, and what showy
prayer shawls with long tassles they had! Yes, they were
important people. They were Pharisees and teachers of
God’s law. And in Israel, there was hardly anyone more
important than them.

As these men walked along, they noticed a crowd
of people who were just the opposite of them: very
unimportant people. They were what many would call
big sinners. Terrible people, like greedy tax collectors.
The Pharisees were disgusted by this swarm of
disgusting people, but they were also curious as to
know why they had gathered together.

Soon they had their answer: Jesus! Oooh! That
frustrating new rabbi (teacher of God’s law)! They hated
how Jesus cared for sinners! He welcomed them. He
even ate with them, as if they were friends! “Why does
a good teacher like Jesus spend time with sinner?!”
the Pharisees grumbled. “Doesn’t He know He makes
himself unclean before God when He does that?” they
exclaimed.

But it was what Jesus taught those sinners that
made them even angrier. “It's not the well who need
a physician but the sick. The Son of Man has come to
seek and save the lost. Whoever comes to me | will
never turn away,’ Jesus told these people. Jesus was
inviting these sinners to come to God!

“These people are so sinful that they aren’t even
allowed in the synagogues or the Temple,”the Pharisees
exclaimed. “They have broken God’s laws on purpose.
Jesus knows the law offers no sacrifice for people who

do that,” the Pharisees complained.“Who does Jesus
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think He is, to give these sinners the hope of forgiveness!
Only God can do that!”

But Jesus knew the Pharisees had something wrong.
No one could ever keep God’s laws well enough to
please God. All people were sinners who deserved
God’s punishment! All needed to turn away from their
sins and confess them to God. All needed a Savior to
forgive them of their sins. There were no exceptions!
These Pharisees need to hear this message just as much
as the tax collectors, though they didn't know it. So
Jesus began to tell a story that would make this clear.

“There once was a good Jewish father who had two
sons,” Jesus began. “The older son was obedient and
-the Pharisees as much as these people they called
sinners. hardworking for his father as a son should be;
but, the younger son was not. He did not want to stay
home and did not want to keep his father’s rules and
way of living. So he went to his father and said, “Father,
when you die a part of all your things will be mine. |
don’t want to wait until then. Give me my share now!”

“What a wicked son!What a sinner heis!"the Pharisees
were probably thinking.“Asking for any of your father’s
things while he’s still alive is like saying to him ‘l wish
you were dead. Give me your money! That was even
worst than what the tax collectors did!”

Jesus continued, “Even though it was terrible of the
son to ask his father his share of the property, the father
decided to give it to him anyway. The son took all his
father had given him and sold it for cash. He took the
money, packed his things and left home for a faraway
Gentile country where he spent all his money living
and wild life doing whatever pleased him.”

What a sinner this younger son was! Everyone listening

Story-telling Tips

Ahead of time:

1. Read the Bible verses and story. Pray!

2. Create story cue cards on index cards (or highlight text).

3. Practice telling story dramatically, timing your presentation Shorten,
if necessary to fit your allotted time.

4. Decorate area with story props that help bring your story alive.

During your presentation:

1. Maintain as much eye contact as possible as you tell the story.
Point to/use props at important points in the story. Include the

kids in your story with a few questions about what they think will
happen or words/concepts that might be new to them.

2. Watch the kids for signs that their attention span has been reached.
Shorten, if necessary.
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to Jesus'story could see that! Disgracing his father and
brother! Taking all of his father’s hard-earned money
and spending on a bunch of Gentiles!

Everyone in that crowd knew that the younger
son deserved to be cut off from his family and never
allowed to return. Perhaps that had even happened to
sinners gathered right there at Jesus’ feet. Hadn't they
embarrassed their families by their big sins?

Jesus went on with the story: “Life got worse for the
young man when his money ran out. A bad famine—no
rain for a long time—nhit the land. Crops and animals
died. Everyone was just barely getting by. No one
needed extra help or had extra food to share. Finally
the young man became so desperate that he got a job
feeding the pigs of a Gentile (non-Jewish) farmer!

Feeding pigs for a Gentile farmer might not sound
so bad to us, but it was a terrible thing to the Jews
listening to Jesus'story. Jews weren't supposed to have
anything to do with Gentiles, let alone work for them.
They weren't supposed to eat or even touch pigs. Many
even believed that a person who raises pigs is cursed by
God! “ This son is really in trouble with God now!,” the
listening crowd would have thought.

Jesus went on. “The young man fed the pigs, but
even the pigs got more food than he did. He was so
hungry he would have even eaten the pigs’ dry pods,
but nobody even offered those to him.

At last the son began to think: “What a sinner | am!
What have | done?! Taken my father’s things, runaway
from home, spent all his hard-earned money doing
all sorts of wicked things! Now look at me: working
on a pig farm with not even enough food to keep me
from starving. Life is far better than this for my father’s
workers. He gives them good work and gives them so
much food that they have leftovers. | have disgraced
my father. | could never be his son again, | know that,
But, perhaps if | confess my sin against him and God, he
will take me as one of his servants. So the young man
left the pig farm and started the long trip back home!”

Everyone was curious to hear what Jesus would say
next. This son had sinned terribly against both God and
his father! How could he think that either one of them
would forgive him after all he’s done?! The Pharisees
knew that by the law (Deuteronomy 21), that father

even had the right to stone his son to death for such
rebellious behavior! Asking to be a servant was even
too good for him! But what would the father in Jesus’
story do? They all waited and listened.

“As the son walked along, he thought about what
he would say when he got home: ‘Father, | have sinned
against heaven and against you. I am not worthy to be
your son. Make me like one of your servants...."

But to the son’s surprise, he didn’t have to go home
to find his father. His father was coming to him! He had
spotted his son coming down the road from a long way
off and now he was running straight towards him at full
speed--something older men just didn’t do! This was
shocking and embarassing!

Why was the father running anyway? No one would
have been surprised if Jesus said that the father started
yelling at his son to go away and never come back; or
even, starting throwing at his son. This was what this
son deserved, everyone would have thought. Perhaps
some of the sinners listening to Jesus right then knew
what this was like. Perhaps this had even happened to
them. After all, they had acted shamefully, too.

But the father in Jesus’story didn't do these things.
“The father ran until he reached his son,” Jesus told the
crowd. “He threw his arms around him and kissed him.”

Such love the son never expected and knew he didn’t
deserve! He started his speech: ‘Father, | have sinned
against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy
to be called your son....’

But he never got to finish. His father had already
forgiven him! This was his son, returned to him! The
father was overjoyed! He turned to his servants and
said, “Go quickly and bring the best robe in the house...
my robe...and put it on my son. Get the family ring and
place it on his finger. He will not be some barefooted
servant! This is my son. Bring sandals for his feet!”
Bring the fattened calf we were saving for a special
celebration and prepare it,” he ordered them. “We are
having a feast to celebrate. | thought my son was lost
and dead forever. But he’s been found and he’s alive!’
And they began to celebrate.

When the older son came home, his father invited
him to celebrate the return of his little brother, but he
refused, “Look! All these years I've been slaving for you
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and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave
me even a young goat so | could celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours who has wasted
your money on big parties with sinners comes home,
you kill the fattened calf—the best food we have—to
celebrate with him!”

“My son,"the father said, “you are always with me, and
everything | have is yours. But we had to celebrate and
be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.”

The crowd was shocked with the ending to Jesus’
story. This was not at all the way it was supposed to be.
A wicked, younger son forgiven and welcomed back
into the family! The older son asked to celebrate!! How
could this be?

Yet that was exactly what Jesus wanted them all
to see: God is like the father in the story and those
listening to his story are like the two sons. Some might
be rebellious, law-breakers, like the younger son.
Others were proud, law-keepers, like the older son. God
wants them all to come to Him, confess their sins and
be saved. He wants His people to celebrate every sinner
who turns away from his sins and trusts in Jesus as their
Savior.

Cracking the Case:

It’s time to answer our Case Questions.

1. Who was the Ridiculous Runner? Who thought
his running was ridiculous? (Ridiculous means
something silly that you wouldn’t expect them to
do). The father of the two young men in Jesus’ story.
Everyone in Jesus’ time would think it ridiculous for
an honored old man to run. The teachers of the law
especially would have looked down on this man for
running.

2. Why did he run even though it was thought
ridiculous? Who did he run to? What does the
Ridiculous Runner tells us about God? He ran
because his son was returning home to him when
he thought he would never see him again. He was so
happy to see him! He ran to his son. That God rejoices
over sinners who come to Him, confessing their sins. He
loves them and welcomes them into His family.
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Something for You and Me

Our Bible Truth is:

God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins

Our Bible Verse is: 1 John 1:8-9:

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness.”

Who are we like? Are we like the tax collectors and
other sinners, who know their sins and are afraid
they are too bad to receive God’s forgiveness? Then
what good news Jesus’ story is! All who come to Him,
confessing their sins, turning from them and trusting
in Jesus as their Savior, will be saved! No one has been
too bad for God to forgive, if they will but turn to Him!

Or are we like the Pharisees? Are we proud about how
good we are and look down on others who seem to be
bigger sinners than us? We should ask God to
work in our proud, hard hearts and help us to confess
our sins, turn from them and trust Jesus as our Savior,
too. For whether we are the worst of sinners or think we
are the best law keepers, we all are sinners who need a
Savior!

Let's praise God for being so merciful to sinners. Let’s
ask Him to work in our hearts, that we might see and
confess our sins to Him. And, that we might turn away
from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior.
Close in prayer.

Closing ACTS Prayer

A God, we praise You for being so merciful to sinful
people. We praise You for being the Savior of Your
people.

C God, we confess that we are all sinners who deserve
God’s punishment. We all need a Savior!

T God, we thank You that Your forgiveness is so great
that even the worst of sinners can be forgiven by You.

S God, work in our hearts! Help us to confess our sins,
turn away from them and trust Jesus as our own Savior.
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Instructions:

Use this sheet to help the children apply the Bible Truth into a prayer. You can use the ACTS provided or even
better, have the kids think of their own applications. Also have the children add their personal requests to the
prayer, too. Lead the children in the prayer or let them pray sections, with your help. Never force a child to pray!
Non-readers can participate by you whispering a section of the prayer into their ear and allowing them to pray it

aloud for the group.

ADORATION:

God, we praise You for

Add your own
Adorations:

CONFESSION:

God, we have sinned
against You....

Add your own
Confessions:

THANKSGIVING:

God, we thank You for...

Add your own
Thanksgivings:

SUPPLICATION:

God, we need Your help...

Add your own
Supplication:

God, we praise You for being faithful and just and able to forgive our sins.

God, we confess that we are all sinners who need You to save us. We can never be
acceptable to You on our own. We need Jesus to save us!

Thank You, God for being willing to forgive all our sins, when we confess them and
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

God, work in our hearts. Make us aware of our sins and our need of Jesus to save
us. Help us to confess our sins to You and repent of them. Help us to trust in Jesus
as our Savior. Be our Heavenly Father! Make us Your adopted children who love You
and who You will love forever.

39



PFl Unit 11, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 1--New Testament

SNI;[‘I“’ SN[‘(:I‘ Can you figure out how this snack ties in with our case?

Snack: Pig Pods and Fattened Calf
Snow Pea or Sugar Snap Pea “Pig Pods” with Ranch Dressing OR “Fattened Calf” Meatballs and ketchup
(Purchase frozen meatballs in freezer section of grocery store and cook ahead of time.)

This is only a suggestion. Feel free to modify. Be mindful of allergy issues among your children!

Case Tie-in: In Jesus’ story, life became so terrible for the younger son that he had only pods fed to pigs to
fill his stomach. But, when he decided to go home and ask for his father to hire him as a worker, his father
took him back as an honored son. He ordered the fattened calf to be cooked to celebrate.

S()lIL l“()()l) Food for thought during snack time

1. What does the snack have to do with the story?

Choose a few questions from the other activity discussion sheets to talk about during this snack time.

2.
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Directions: Read and discuss Bible Truth, using a FEW of the questions. Play game. Feel free to modify the game to fit your children.

God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins

God is perfectly holy. There is no sin in Him at all. He is too holy for sin to even live in His presence. How
gloriously magnificent and pure is He!

But we are all sinners. We have all chosen to rebel against God and His good ways. Not only can we not live in
His presence because of our sinfulness, but we deserve to be shut out of His presence forever because of it. And
there’s nothing sinful people like us can do on our own to make ourselves acceptable to God.

We would be without hope, except for God's amazing grace and mercy! He, Himself, has done what was needed.
He sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect life and offer it up as the perfect payment for the sins of His people when
He suffered and died on the cross. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, showing He had beat sin and
death. Yes, He had fully paid for the sins of God's people. He has made salvation a gift.

How can we receive this wonderful gift? God offers forgiveness of sins and eternal life to all who confess their
sins to Him and trust in Jesus as their Savior. When we do this, turning away from living life our own way and
living for God instead, He will give us this gift! He will make us His people forever!

Understanding the Bible Truth

1.What is God like? God is perfectly holy. There is no sin in Him at all. He is too holy for sin to even live in His presence.
2. Are we holy like God? No, we are all sinners.

3. What have all people chosen to do? To rebel against God and His good ways.

4. What do all people deserve from God? To be shut out of His presence forever because of our sins.

5. What can sinful people like us do ON OUR OWN to make ourselves acceptable to God? Nothing.

6. Who has done something to make us acceptable to God? God has.

7.What did God do so that sinners can be made acceptable in His presence? Sent Jesus to suffer and die on the cross
as the perfect payment for their sins.

8. Why could Jesus make us acceptable when we couldn’t do it ourselves? Because Jesus lived a perfect life,
completely holy.

9. What did Jesus show when He rose from the dead on the third day? That He had really paid for the sins of God's
people, once and for all.

10. How can we be forgiven of our sins and receive eternal life? We can confess our sins to God and trust in Jesus as
our Savior, turning away from living life our own way and living for God instead.

Bible Verse Connection Question

1. What does our Bible Truth have to do with our Bible Verse: 1 John 1:8-9: “If we claim to be without sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.”?

This verse reminds us that we are all sinners. We deceive ourselves if we think we are not. But, that if we confess our sins
to God, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins.

Bible Truth Story Connection Questions

1.How is God the Father like the father in Jesus’ story? Offers to forgive the sins of those who confess their sins to Him
and makes them His people even though they do not deserve it.

2.Why would the tax collectors and sinnerslistening to Jesus be surprised that they could receive God's forgiveness?
They thought they were too bad to be forgiven.

3. Would the Pharisees have been surprised that they, too, were sinners who needed to confess their sins to God
for forgiveness and to be saved? Yes. They thought that they were pleasing God by keeping the law as well as they did.
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Life Application Questions

1. What should we do, if we want God to forgive us? Humbly confess our sins to Him, turn away from our sins, and
trust in Jesus as our Savior.

2. What is something we can thank and praise God for every day, no matter what else happens to us, if we are
His followers? That He has taken care of our worst problem: eternal punishment for our sins. No matter how bad other
things are, we know that we have a wonderful eternity with Him to look forward to.

ACTS Questions

1. What is something we can praise God for because of this Bible Truth?

Praise God for being the Merciful Savior of All Who Confess Their Sins to Him, in repentance and faith.

2.What are sins we can confess to God because of this Bible Truth?

Confess ways this week we sinned against God in our hearts, with our words and actions.

3. What is something we can thank God for because of this Bible Truth?

Thank God for the forgiveness we can have through Jesus.

4. What is something we can ask God for because of this Bible Truth?

We can ask God to work in our hearts that we would want to confess our sins, turn away from disobeying Him and trust
in this wonderful Jesus as our own Savior. We can ask Him to work like this in others, too.

The Gospel

1. We are all born sinners. What hope is there for sinners? What is the gospel?

God is the good Creator and King of the world. He made people to worship Him and live by His good laws. But we are all
sinners who have rebelled against Him. We all deserve death--God’s just, eternal punishment for our sins. How terrible!
But God has good news for us. In His great mercy, God sent His Son Jesus to earth to save sinners. Yes, Jesus, the perfect
Son of God, left His home in heaven and became a man. He lived the perfect life that pleases God. (He’s the only one who
has ever done that!) He offered it up to God His Father as the perfect sacrifice for sins when He suffered and died on the
cross. Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead in victory. He had fully paid for the sins of God’s people, so they
wouldn’t have to! Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior will receive forgiveness of sins
and eternal life with God. They will be His very own special people who will know Him and enjoy Him forever. We can
be God'’s people, too, if we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior.
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Game: Menagerie

Materials
Small Bag/Bowl
Bible Truth Questions

Preparing the Game

1. Choose 20+ questions for your game from the Bible Truth Discussion Questions, or make up your own.

2. Write the Bible Truth questions on small thin strips of paper (or make a photocopy of the Bible Truth Discussion
Questions and simply cut them into strips) and put them in the bag/bowl.

Playing the Game

Divide the children into three or four teams, depending on how many children you have. Each group of children
is given the name of an animal and is assigned a corner of the room. You are “It” and stand in the middle of the
room.When everyone is ready, give instructions to different groups of animals, such as“l want the bears to change
places with the monkeys.” The bears and monkeys when then run to change places. You, as It, will try to tag bears
and monkeys. Choose a question from the bag to read to your caught animals. If they get it right, they are released
to be back with their fellow animals. If not, they must wait until another, correct answer to be released.

Game continues as number of questions, time, and attention span allow.

Non-competitive Option
Do not exclude “caught” animals from the game, even if they get the answer wrong. Instead release them back to
their fellow animals and put the question back in the bag for review again.

Optional TAKING IT_TO OTHERS Activity: Quiz Questions
Have the children choose a few of the questions from the game to ask the parents/other children during

TAKING IT_TO OTHERS time. Help pre-readers by whispering the question in their ear and letting them ask it
aloud to the parents/other children. Make sure you read the Bible verse aloud before you ask your questions.
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Directions:

1. Write words to song in large print before class.

2. Play the song for the children, helping them follow along on the song sheet.

3. Discuss the song, using a few questions from the discussion sheet. Don’t use them all!

4. Introduce sign language for key words of your choice from sign language sheet for your song. Use as few or as many as you think the
children can learn.

5. Sing and sign the song. Sign language as well as large format lyrics and sheet music are found in the PFI Unit Songbook or online.
6. If desired, play the Song Game.

Optional TAKING IT TO OTHERS Activity: Presenting and Singing the Song

1. Sing and sign the song, encouraging the watching children/parents to join in.

2. Ask the class some of the questions listed below. The Bible Truth Connection Question is particularly good to help them understand
how the song ties in with the Bible Truth.

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

Verse 2

Upon that cross of Jesus

Mine eye at times can see

The very dying form of One

Who suffered there for me;

And from my smitten heart with tears

Listen to it on PFI NIV Songs 11, Track 6

Understanding the Song

1. What does it mean that “sometimes my eye can see the very dying form of Jesus"? It doesn't mean that you
actually see Jesus, but you imagine in your head what that might have looked like as He was nailed to the cross dying.
2.Who did Jesus suffer on the cross for? He didn’t suffer for bad things He had done, for He never did anything bad. He
suffered for all who would ever turn from their sins and trust Him as their Savior, that they would be forgiven their sins
and become God'’s people.

3. What does it mean to “wait at Jesus’ crucified feet”?

It doesn’t mean that he is really bowed right in front of Jesus’ feet. In his mind he is thinking about how Jesus had to be
crucified so that he could be forgiven his sins—the pain of nails in His feet and hands, the pain of suffering in His spirit.
He asks and waits to receive the forgiveness of his sins, humbly thinking of this.

4. What does smitten mean? To feel something very strongly.

5.What is the singer’s heart smitten with?

The wonder of God'’s love for him by sending His only, beloved Son to suffer and die for him, a sinner who deserves
nothing but God'’s punishment, not His mercy.

Bible Truth Connection Question

1. How does this song relate to our Bible Truth: God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins?

God'’s people are amazed at what God would do to save sinners who confess their sins. They are amazed that He would
love them so much that He would send His Son to suffer and die for them on the cross. Their hearts are smitten with the
greatness of His love for them, such undeserving sinners.

Story Connection Question

1. How does this song relate to today’s story? The tax collectors and other sinners were amazed to know that God
would forgive their terrible sins against Him, just like the father in the story forgave the terrible sins of his son. They
wondered at God'’s love for even them, especially considering how very unworthy they were of it.

Life Application Questions

1. How can God’s people be affected by the message of this song?

They can remember how great God’s love is for them, though they are sinners. They can gratefully thank Jesus for His
great sacrifice made that they could never deserve.

2. How can we become God's people? By turning away from our sins, confessing them to God and trusting in Jesus as
our Savior.
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Bible Connection Question

1. What does this hymn have to do with our Bible Verse: 1 John 1:8-9: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.”

We are all sinners. We are unworthy of God’s forgiveness. But God is faithful and just....and oh, so, merciful. He sent
Jesus to save all who confess their sins to Him, turn away from their sins, and trust in Jesus as their Savior. God’s people
know that God has forgiven them and not through any easy way, but through the suffering and death of Jesus on the
cross. When they think about how Jesus, the very Son of God, died to save them, they wonder at His glorious love and
their own unworthiness.

ACTS Questions

1. What is something we can praise God for from this hymn?

Praise God for being the merciful God sent His Son Jesus to die for His people’s sins.

2. What are sins we can confess to God from this hymn?

That many times we don’t marvel at how great God’s love is. We don’t think much about how Jesus suffered and died,
taking God’s people’s punishment, so that they could be saved.

3. What is something we can thank God for from this hymn?

We can thank God His glorious love that would send Jesus to save His people.

4.What is something we can ask God for from this hymn?

That God would work in our hearts that we confess our sins, might turn from our sins and trust Jesus as our Savior. We
can ask Him to help us to come to Him and be forgiven. We can ask Him to help us wonder at His glorious love shown
through Jesus.

Gospel Question

1.God’s people marvel at God’s love shown to them through Jesus? What is this amazing good news of God's love?
What is the gospel?

God is the good Creator and King of the world. He made people to worship Him and live by His good laws. But we are
all sinners who've rebelled against Him. We all deserve death--God’s just, eternal punishment for our sins. How terrible!
But God has good news for us. In His great mercy, God sent His Son, Jesus to earth as a man to save sinners. He lived the
perfect life that pleases God. (He's the only one who's ever done that!) He offered it up to God His Father as the perfect
sacrifice for sins when He suffered and died on the cross. Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead in victory. He
had fully paid for the sins of God'’s people, so they wouldn't have to! Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in
Jesus as their Savior will receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life with God. They will be His very own special people
who will know Him and enjoy Him forever. We can be God'’s people, too, if we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our
own Savior.
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Song Game: Big Voice, Little Voice

Materials

Song

Sign language signs used in the song printed out onto little cards
Blindfold

Preparing the Game
None.

Playing the Game

1. Practice the song and signs until the children know them well. Then tell them: “Children, we are going hide a
sign language sign and see if one of you can find it... with a little help from the rest of us!”

2. Choose someone to be “It” and blindfold them. Choose another child to hide one of the sign language cards.
When it's hidden, “It” can remove the blindfold and begin to look.

3. The rest of the children will sing the song in a louder voice when “It” gets closer to the hidden sign and quieter
when “It” gets further from the sign.

4. When “It" finds the hidden clue, another “It"is chosen and play begins again.

Game continues as number of questions, time, and attention span allow.
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choose a FEW questions for discussion, then choose the game and/or music activity

Meditation Version: 1 John 1:8-9
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”’

Alternate Memory/Games Version: 1 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Understanding the Bible Verse

1.What does it mean to “claim to be without sin"? To say that you do not sin.

2. What does it mean to “deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us"? To fool ourselves into thinking something is
true that is not.

3. Why do we know that we are deceiving ourselves if we say we are without sin? Because everyone is a sinner. No one
is without sin.

4. What does it mean to “confess our sins"? To tell our sins to God with a humble heart and with a desire to not do
them anymore.

5.What does God promise to do if we confess our sins? To forgive us and purify us from all unrighteousness.

6. What does it mean to “purify us from all unrighteousness”? He will not hold our sins against us and he will work in
our hearts so that we sin less against Him while we live here on earth. And, when we die, He will completely change us
so that we will sin no more. Then, we will truly be purified from all unrighteousness.

7. Why will God do this for us? Because He is faithful: He promised to forgive those who confess their sins, so He will.
And because He is just: Jesus gave His life as the perfect offering in the place of all who turn to confess their sins to God.
He already paid for their sins, so God is just (that is, fair) to not ask us to pay for them, too.

8.What did Jesus'story show the tax collectors and other sinners that God would do for even them, if they humbly
confessed their sins to Him? That He would save them, even though they had been terrible sinners.

Bible Truth Connection Question

1. What does this verse have to do with the Bible Truth: God Saves Sinners Who Confess Their Sins?

This verse reminds us that we are all sinners. We deceive ourselves if we think we are not. But, the good news is,
that if we admit we are sinners and confess our sins to God, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
save us through Jesus.

Story Connection Questions

1. What does the verse have to do with our story? Jesus gave hope to sinners, even the worst sinners, who confessed
their sins to God, as they turned away from their sins and trusted in Him as their Savior. God would even purify them
from all unrighteousness.

Life Application Questions
1. What does God promise to do for us, if we turn away from our sins and humbly confess our sins to Him? He will
forgive us, too, and purify us from all unrighteousness.

ACTS Questions

1.What is something we can praise God for from this Bible Verse? Praise God for being the Purifier of Unrighteous of
His People.

2.What are sins we can confess to God from this Bible Verse?

That we are all sinners. We need to be purified of our unrighteousness. We deserve God’s punishment! We need a Savior!
3. What is something we can thank God for from this Bible Verse?

We can thank God making the promise of purifying from unrighteousness ALL who come to Him, confessing their sins,
turning away from them and trusting Jesus as their Savior. There is no one too sinful to be forgiven by God.

4. What is something we can ask God for from this Bible Verse?

We can ask God to work in our hearts that we would want to confess our sins, turn away from disobeying Him and trust
in this wonderful Jesus as our own Savior. That He would work in the hearts of others, in this way, too.
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ACTS Questions

1.What is something we can praise God for from this Bible Verse? Praise God for being the Purifier of Unrighteous of
His People.

2. What are sins we can confess to God from this Bible Verse?

That we are all sinners. We need to be purified of our unrighteousness. We deserve God'’s punishment! We need a Savior!
3. What is something we can thank God for from this Bible Verse?

We can thank God making the promise of purifying from unrighteousness ALL who come to Him, confessing their sins,
turning away from them and trusting Jesus as their Savior. There is no one too sinful to be forgiven by God.

4.What is something we can ask God for from this Bible Verse?

We can ask God to work in our hearts that we would want to confess our sins, turn away from disobeying Him and trust
in this wonderful Jesus as our own Savior. That He would work in the hearts of others, in this way, too.

The Gospel

1. How did people become sinners in need of God’forgiveness? How can they receive His forgiveness? What is the
good news of Jesus? What is the gospel?

God is the good Creator and King of the world. He made people to worship Him and live by His good laws. But we are all
sinners who have rebelled against Him. We all deserve death--God'’s just, eternal punishment for our sins. How terrible!
But God has good news for us. In His great mercy, God sent His Son Jesus to earth to save sinners. Yes, Jesus, the perfect
Son of God, left His home in heaven and became a man. He lived the perfect life that pleases God. (He's the only one who
has ever done that!) He offered it up to God His Father as the perfect sacrifice for sins when He suffered and died on the
cross. Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead in victory. He had fully paid for the sins of God’s people, so they
wouldn’t have to! Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior will receive forgiveness of sins
and eternal life with God. They will be His very own special people who will know Him and enjoy Him forever. We can
be God’s people, too, if we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior.
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Game: Rush to the Store

Materials

Bible verse written up in large print so that all can see

2 large pieces of paper or poster board

A toy shopping cart or shopping bag per team

Empty food or beverage containers such as milk cartons or cereal boxes—one for each word or group of words of
the verse (no more than 10 per team)

Paper and marker

Bag or jar

Masking tape

Two tables

Preparing the Game

1. Make copy of the verse per team and cut it apart into as many parts as containers per team. Number this verse
pieces in order and tape them to the containers.

2. Make a sign per team of the verse. If you have a lot of non- or early readers, write the verse in easy to read print,
numbering each word/section that correspond to the sections on the cut-up version of the verse. If your children
are all proficient readers, do not write the verse on the poster board, but simply draw lines and number them 1-10,
corresponding to the 10 verse pieces.

3. Write down and cut out the numbers used on the verse pieces and put in a little bag or jar.

4, Use the masking tape to mark each team’s home starting line.

5. Place each team’s “groceries” in separate piles at the far end of the room with space between the two piles for
the teacher to stand.

Learning the Verse
Some or all of your children may be non- or early readers. Teach the verse in sections, having them say it after you.
Repeat a few times. Add clapping or other movement as they say it.

Directions

1.If desired, lead the children in a discussion of a FEW of the most important questions before beginning game.
2. Explain the game to them as follows:

WARNING: Limit the children to walking quickly if you have a slick floor.

Divide the children into two teams and have them line up at their home lines. Explain that the class will say the
Bible verse together, then you will pick a number out of your bag. The first player of each team will rush to the
store to find the grocery item with that number on it. Instead of money to pay for the grocery, a child says the
memory verse to the teacher. Then they rush home with the item in their bag, this place it on their team’s table
of groceries. The whole class will say the verse again, the teacher will choose another number and the next two
children will go find that item, etc. until all items have been purchased and retrieved. Then, the children will line
up their groceries so that their verse is in the right order and say the verse together. If working with less confident
readers, point out to them that they can use the sign you made and the numbers in the verse pieces as hints to
help them line it up properly. The team then says the verse together. The first team to do so, wins.

Non-competitive Option

Don't split the children into teams. Have only one set of groceries. Have the children take turns retrieving the item
and adding it to the class groceries on the table. Together they will work to put the verse together after collecting
all the groceries.

Optional TAKING IT TO OTHERS Activity: Quiz Questions

Have the children choose a few of the questions from the game to ask the parents/other children during

TAKING IT TO OTHERS time. Help pre-readers by whispering the question in their ear and letting them ask it aloud
to the parents/other children. Make sure you read the Bible verse aloud before you ask your questions.
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Directions:

1. Write words to the song in large print on a white board or some large paper before class.

2. Play the song for the children, helping them follow along on the song sheet.

3. Discuss the song, using a few questions from the discussion sheet. Don’t use them all!

4. Introduce sign language for key words of your choice from the sign language sheet for your song. Use as few or as many as you think
the children can learn.

5. Sing and sign the song. Sign language as well as large format lyrics and sheet music are found in the PFI Unit Songbook or online.
6. If desired, play the Song Game.

Optional TAKING IT_TO OTHERS Activity: Presenting and Singing the Song

1. Sing and sign the song, encouraging the watching children/parents to join in.

2. Ask the class some of the questions listed below. The Bible Truth Connection Question is particularly good to help them understand
how the verse ties in with the Bible Truth.

If We Claim

If we claim to be without sin,
If we claim to be without sin,
If we claim to be without sin,
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

But, if we confess our sins...

God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins,
Faithful and just and will forgive our sins,
Faithful and just and will forgive our sins,

And purify us from all unrighteousness.

First John One, verses eight and nine.

Listen to it on PFI NIV Songs 11, Track 7

Song Game: Sign It, Say It, What Does It Mean?

Materials
Sign Language signs used in song, particularly choose words with important meanings you want the children to

learn, such as “grace”, “redeem”, etc.
Bag or bowl

Preparing the Game
1. Cut out signs and put in bowl.

Playing the Game

1. Practice the song and signs until the children know them well. Then put all the signs we've learned in this bag/
bowl and mix them up.

2. Ask one of the children to choose a sign, but not show it to anyone...but you, if they need some help.

3. Ask the child to do the sign for the rest of the children and see if the other children can guess which oneitis. Do
the sign with the child, if desired.

4.When the children guess the sign, ask them the meaning of the word. If no one guesses the sign, put it back in
the bowl to be picked again.

5. Choose another child to pick a new sign from the bag and continue.

NOTE: You might want to sing the song after you do each word or couple of words.
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Directions: Read and discuss Bible Truth, using a FEW of the questions. Play game. Feel free to modify the game to fit your children.

General Story Questions

1.What kind of person was considered a“sinner” by most Jews in Jesus'day? Only people who did really bad things,
especially those who knew what God'’s laws were and went ahead and broke them.

2. Where were these “sinners” not allowed to go? Why? To the synagogue or the Temple. They were considered cut
off from fellowship with God. The law did not permit an offering for people who had broken God'’s laws on purpose,
like these people. They had no way to restore themselves to worship God in the Temple/synagogue with other of God’s
people.

3.What did Jesus talk to the tax collectors and other sinners about? How God would forgive them, when they turned
away from their sins, confessed them and trusted in Him to save them.

4. What was the younger son like in the story? He was wicked. He wanted to take his father’s things and go off and
do whatever he wanted to with them. He rebelled against his father and his good ways.

5.Why was it so bad that he asked his father for his share of the father’s things? That was like saying that he wished
he were dead.

6. What did the son do with the things his father gave him? He sold it for cash so he could spend it easily.

7.What did the son do after he got cash? He spent them on wild living with friends in a faraway (non-Jewish) place.
8. What happened to the son after he ran out of money? His “friends” left him and he became hunger.

9. Why was it so hard for him to get a job? There was a famine in the land. Many crops and animals died. People had
little money for themselves, let alone to hire someone else with.

10. What was especially bad about the job the son found? It was working for a Gentile (non-Jew) and feeding pigs.
A Jew didn’t think he should work for a Gentile, and especially not feed pigs. Some Jews thought anyone who worked
with pigs was cursed by God.

11. What made the son finally decide to go home? He hoped his father might hire him to be his servant. That would
be much better than the way he was living now.

12.What did the son plan to say to his father? He planned to confess his sins against God and his father. He would ask
his father to hire him as a servant.

13. What did the law say the father had the right to do to his rebellious son? To treat him as if he were dead....even
to stone him for his rebelliousness.

14. What did the father do when he saw his son coming? Why was that unusual? He ran towards him. Older,
important men were never to run. That was dishonorable.

15.What did the father do when his son said sorry? He forgave him and restored him as his son. He even gave him the
BEST robe, the family ring and the sandals of a son. He had the fattened calf killed to celebrate his return.

16.Why was the older son angry? What did the father say to him? He was angry because the father was honoring the
wicked son; and, because he had worked so hard for his father and the father hadn’t rewarded

him. The father told him that all the rest of his things belonged to the older son, but that they must celebrate the
wonderful news that the younger son had turned from his wicked ways and come back home.

17.What did this story tell the tax collectors and other sinners? That God offers forgiveness to even people like them,
when they turn away from their sins, confess their sins to Him and trust in Him to be their Savior.

18. What does this story tell the Pharisees? That they are sinners with proud, hard-hearted hearts. They need God's
forgiveness, too. And, that they should welcome sinners who turn away from their sins, confess them to God and trust
in Him to save them.

Bible Truth Connection Questions

1. What does this story have to do with our Bible Truth? Jesus told this story to teach both the sinners and the
Pharisees, that God will forgive sinners who turn from their sins, confess them to Him and trust in Jesus as their Savior.
No one is too bad to be forgiven by God.
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Bible Verse Connection Question

1. What does the story have to do with our Bible Verse: 1 John 1:8-9: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.”

The Pharisees were wrong to think they were not sinners. They were deceiving themselves. The tax collectors and other
sinners could be encouraged by knowing that God will even be faithful to them and forgive their sins & unrighteousness,
if they would turn away from their sins, confess them to God, & trust in Jesus as their Savior.

Life Application Questions

1. What does this story tell us about how God will treat us if we confess our sins to Him? He will forgive our sins, if
we turn away from our sins, confess them to God, and trust in Jesus as our Savior.

2. Is anyone too sinful to be saved? No. God will forgive all who turn away from their sins, confess them to Him and
trust in Jesus as their Savior.

ACTS Questions

1. What is something we can praise God for being that we learned in our story? Praise God for being so merciful to
sinful people. Praise God for being the Savior of His people.

2.What is something we can confess as sin that we learned in our story? Confess that we are all sinners who deserve
God’s punishment. We all need a Savior!

3. What is something we can thank God for that we learned in our story? We can thank God that His forgiveness is
so great that even the worst of sinners can be forgiven by Him.

4.What is something we can ask God for that we learned in our story? We can ask God to work in our hearts, helping
us to confess our sins, turn away from them and trust Jesus as our own Savior.

The Gospel

1. Why could Jesus offer the hope of God'’s forgiveness when the law gave no offering for sins when people broke
the laws on purpose? Because of the good news of salvation through Him! What is the gospel?

God is the good Creator and King of the world. He made people to worship Him and live by His good laws. But we are all
sinners who have rebelled against Him. We all deserve death--God'’s just, eternal punishment for our sins. How terrible!
But God has good news for us. In His great mercy, God sent His Son Jesus to earth to save sinners. Yes, Jesus, the perfect
Son of God, left His home in heaven and became a man. He lived the perfect life that pleases God. (He's the only one who
has ever done that!) He offered it up to God His Father as the perfect sacrifice for sins when He suffered and died on the
cross. Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead in victory. He had fully paid for the sins of God’s people, so they
wouldn’t have to! Now all who turn away from their sins and trust in Jesus as their Savior will receive forgiveness of sins
and eternal life with God. They will be His very own special people who will know Him and enjoy Him forever. We can
be God's people, too, if we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus as our own Savior.
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Materials

Ball of string

Scissors

A jar/bag big enough to fit all the string

Masking tape

Paper and marker

20+ Story Review Questions and other story review questions

Preparing the Game
1. Choose 20+ questions for your game from the Story Review Discussion Questions, or make up your own.
2. Cut various lengths of string and place them in the jar, mixed up so it is not easy to see how long they are.

Playing the Game

Divide the children into two teams and have them line up at the masking tape line. Read Team A a Story Review
question. If they can correctly answer it, then the first child in line stands up and picks a piece of string from the
bag/jar without looking. He holds up the string for every one to see. The leader places the piece of string at Team’s
A’s ling, but lets it point away from the group. If Team A does NOT correctly answer the question, the Team B can try
to correctly answer it. If they do, then the first person in the Team B line gets to pick out a string instead of Team
A. Next, it is Team B’s turn. Continue as above. Each time a team gets a new piece of string, it is tied to the other
strings. The goal is to see who can get the longest string by the end of the game.

Play continues as Story Review cards last; or, as time and attention span allow.

Non-competitive Option

Don't splitinto teams. Mark a length along the floor, wall, etc. Tell the children this is their target string length and
they will work together to see how few questions it takes the group to reach the target length. Have the children
take turns pulling out a piece of string to be added to the group as the leader reads a question. If the class gets
the right answer, the piece of string is added onto the group’s string. Continue until the target length is reached,
noting how many pieces it took. Untie the string pieces, put them back in the jar and start again, seeing if they can
reach the target length with less pieces the second time.

Optional TAKING IT_TO OTHERS Activity: Quiz Questions
Have the children choose a few of the questions from the game to ask the parents/other children during

TAKING IT_TO OTHERS time. Help pre-readers by whispering the question in their ear and letting them ask it
aloud to the parents/other children.
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Use this guide to review the Case Story and act it out for others to enjoy!
CASE REPLAY, JR: YOUNGEST CHILDREN

Description: The children will act out the story together, everyone doing the same action/sound effect at the
same time. This activity is most suitable for kindergarteners.

Materials
The Case RePlay, Jr. script for younger children

Preparation
1.Read through the script and write in the blanks along the side possible actions/sound effects the children could
do to actit out.

Instructions

1. Tell the children that they will be re-enacting the story together as you tell it.

2. As you read the script, lead the children in actions/sound effects to do with you.

3. If desired, you can read the script and stop at certain sentences and ask them what a good action/sound effect
would be to act out what you just read.

4. Repeat the re-enactment one or two times more.

CASE REPLAY, SR: OLDER CHILDREN

Description: The children act out the story as a three-scene play. You will narrate it using the Case RePlay, Sr. script
and they will act it out (no spoken words, for the most part), with each child assuming a different character’s role.
This activity is most suitable for first grade and up. You will review the story, then practice it a few times before
performing it for others.

Materials

The Case RePlay, Sr. script

White board or other large format paper
Costumes and props

Preparation

1. Prepare for the play by choosing costumes and props for each character in the story. Decorate the area with any
scenery props.

2. Write the words “Beginning,’“Middle,"“End” on a large piece of paper/whiteboard with plenty of space under
each heading. You will use this paper to help the children think about the story as a three-scene play, as it is
presented in the script.

Instructions

1. Tell the children that they will get to act out the story as a three-scene play, with a beginning, middle and end
section. Tell them that before they can act it out, they need to think it out. as you narrate it with your script.

2. Take the children’s answers as they recount the story, helping them put key incidents in the right order.

3. If desired, when they have filled in their Beginning, Middle, End, read through your whole (real) script, so they
hear exactly what you will have them act out.

4.Then tell the children that it’s time to practice acting out the story.

5. Assign parts to each child. If you are using costumes, do NOT give them out at this point. They will be a
distraction.

6. Have all the children sit on the floor or in chairs on one side of the “stage,” then call the characters up in place as
their part in the story comes.

7. As you read the script, guide the children in where you want them to move or do to act it out.

8. After going through the whole script once, give out any costumes and props and act out the script once or
twice more.

Optional TAKING IT TO OTHERS Activity: Re-enacting the Story
Read the script as the children act out together (younger) or assuming different roles (older) as the other
children or the parents watch.
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“Welcome to our play! The name of our story is called: The Case of the Ridiculous Runner.
This is a New Testament story. It took place when Jesus lived on earth.

And now we present: “The Case of the Ridiculous Runner.”
Scene 1: Actions:

One day, as a group of Pharisees were walking down the road, they saw a group
of tax collectors and other “sinners” listening to Jesus. They hated that Jesus was

talking to “bad people” like this about God. These Pharisees believed these peo-
ple too sinful to be accepted by God, but they thought that God approved of

themselves. They didn’t understand that we all need a Savior if we are to be ac-
cepted by God. So Jesus started to tell a story to them all to make His point. Here's
the story: There once was a father with two sons. The older son was obedient, but
the younger was rebellious. The younger son asked for his share of his father’s

things that he really shouldn’t get until after his father dies. But the father gave
them to the son and the son cashed them in for money. Then the son left home
and went to a faraway Gentile land where he spent all his money in wild living.

Scene 2:

Not long after the son ran out of money, a famine hit the country. It was very hard
to get food or find a job. But finally, the son found a job--one that was disgusting
to a Jew: he fed the pigs of a Gentile farmer. Even with this job, the son still didn’t

have enough food to eat. At last, he 